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|Bn this volume, as in those preceding it and in those to c 
tnere will be found only the history of Public Powers. Other 
historians will write that of diplomacy, of war, of the tinances. of 
the Church : my subject is a limited one. To my great regret, 
however, this new part fills an entire volume ; and the last part, 
on the Tcvolutionaiy government, will be as long. 

I have again to regret the dissatisfaction which I foresee this 
work will cause to many of my countrymen. My excuse is, that 
almost all of them, more fortunate than myself, have political 
principles which serve them in forming their judgments of the 
past I had none; if, indeed, I had any motive in undertaking 
this work, it was to seek for political principles. Thus far I have 
attained to scarcely more than one ; and this is so simple that it 
will seem puerile, and that I hardly dare enunciate it. Never- 
theless 1 have adhered to it, and in what the reader is about to 
peruse my judgments are all derived from that; its truth is the 
measure of theirs. It consists wholly in this observation; that 
human sixitty, especially a moiiem society, is a iijst and compli- 
cated thing. Hence the difficulty in knowing and comprehend- 
ing iL For the same reason it is not easy to handle the subject 
well. It follows that a cultivated mind is much better able to 
do this than an uncultivated mind, and a man specially ([ualified 
than one who is not. From these two last truths flow many 

t con sequences, which, if the reader deigns to reflect on them, 
II have no trouble in defining. 



KlSE op THE NBW rotlTlCAL ORGAN.— I. Principle of ihe revolutionary 
party. — lis applications. — II. Formation of the Jacobia. — The common 
bunua elements of his charActer. — Self-conceit and dogmatism ue sen- 
sitive intl rebcliiMs in every eontuinnity, — How kepi Jown in all weJl- 
fbnnded locieties. — Their development in the new order of thingl. — 
Eflcci of militH on imaginations and ambitions. — The slimulanls of 
Utopianiini, abuses of speech, and derangement of ideas. — Changes in 
office; interests played upon and perverted feeling. — III- Psychology 
of the Jacobin.— His inleliectual method. — Tyranny of formulas and 
I iTipprei.«on of facts. — Mental balance distorbed. — Signs of this in the 

^^^^^ Tevolutionary language. — Scope and expression of Ihe Jacobin intellect. 
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Ik this society, in a state of dissolution, in which the passions 
of ihe [icoplc are the sole efficient force, that party rules which 
knows be-sC how to flatter these and lum them to account. Along- 
« of a legal government, therefore, which can neither repress 
I these passions, arises an illegal government which 
tions, excites, and directs them. While the former totters 
s to pieces, the latter strengthens itself and completes its 
loizatioD, until, becoming legal in its turn, it takes the other's 
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WM hui^:tiy:istif iyat finolr fiit'i ixi tie jr-i^c riirif- it-i 17 jicz 

rv/l out '/ lihifij th« wrw oya«itatic«i22 tret hi.? zriyez. siiatlv. 
ti>« ^>j^f<a '/ jy^/'ilar ^jrer^a^nty. Laterally isitrpr-tei h means 
t}i:)a tii<« ;^'/^'«n)n>em t> oMrdy an udcnor cJtrk or doraesnc- 
W<, t}*e j^o^yj/k, have «%tab2ikh<?d tht gcntmniei:i : and rk-er since, 
fl« wdl a« l/cir^e kv organization, we arc its mastCTS. Betveen 
11% and it ^' no ^//ntra/jt ** that is undefined, or at ]east lasting — 
" ttfjtK whUM tjinn^A be d'^ne away m-ith by mutual consen: or 
thr^yugh the unfaithfulneM of one of the two parties/' Whatever 
it may t>e, f/r |/rovide for, we are nowise bound by it ; it depends 
wiifAly on u% ; we remain free to " modify, restrict, and resume 
a« we plcai»c the {x>wer of which we have made it the depositor)*.*' 
Uy virtue tA a primitive, inalienable right the commonwealth 
\H:UmiC% to u« and to us only ; if we put this into the hands of the 
government it in sl% when kings delegate authority for the time 
l/etng to a mininter, and which he is always tempted to abuse : it 
i« our buhinesH to watch him, warn him, check him, curb him, 
and, if ne<:ci»Hary, displace him. We must especially guard our- 
ftclvcn n^^inHt the craft and manoeuvres by which, under the 
pretext of preserving public tranquillity, he would tie our hands. 
A law, hupcrior to any he can make, forbids him to interfere with 
our hovcrci^nty; and he does interfere with it when he under- 
tttkcK to forestall, obstruct, or im[)ede its exercise. The Assem- 
bly, even the ( 'onstituent, usuq)s when it treats the people like 
A royal drone {n*i fain^pit)^ when it subjects them to laws 
whicth they have not ratified, and when it deprives them of action 
except through their re|)resentatives. The people themselves 
inuMt act directly, must assemble together and deliberate on 
public aHairs ; they must control and censure the acts of those 
they elect ; they must influence these with their resolutions, cor- 
rect their uustakes with tlieir gtwd sense, atone for their weakness 

» Cf •• rh« Aitiirnt R^uimr.*' i>. 94t. (.'iuttonn from the " Com rat Social."— Buchcz ei 
Mitiu, ** lluioiiv I'liilrmentiiirv," XXVI. 96. Declaration of rii^hu read by Robespierre in 
lh» UiuImii « liib, A|iril Ji, lygt. ami adopted by the club as its own. " The people is sov- 
•ivliin, ihr gu\riuiiirnt U its work and its |m)|)erty. and public functionaries are '\i% 
v*#rkB I ha |wsiple cau di»|Uace iu mandatories and change itt government when it 



THE JACOBIN CONQUEST. 3 

by iheir energy, stand at the helm alongside of them, and even 
empioy force and throw them overboard, so that the ship may lie 
saved, which, in their hands, is drifting on a rock. 

Such, in fact, is the doctrine of the popular party. This doc- 
trine is carried into effect July 14 and October 5 and 6, 1789. 
Loustalot, Camille Desmoulins, Fr^ron, Danton, Marat, Petion, 
Robespierre proclaim it untiringly in the political clubs, in the 
newspapers, and in the Assembly. The government, according 
to them, whether local or central, encroaches everywhere. Why, 
after having overthrown one despotism, should we set up anothei? 
No longer subject to the privileged aristocracy, we are subject to 
" the anstocracy of our representatives." ' Already at Paris "the 
body of citizens is nothing, while the municipahty is everything"; 
it encroaches on our imprescriptible rights in refusing to iet a 
district revoke at will the five members elected to represent it at 
the H6lel-He-Ville; in passing ordinances without obtaining the 
sanction of electors ; in preventing citizens from assembling where 
they please ; in interrupting the out-door meetings of the clubs in 
Palais Royal; "Patriots are driven away by the patrol." 

lyor Baiily, " who keeps liveried servants, who gives himself a 
iry of 110,000 livres," who distributes captains' commissions, 
forces pedlare to wear metallic badges, and who compels 
newspapers to have signatures to their articles is not only a tyrant, 
but a peculator and robber, and " guilty of Use-nation" Worse 
usurpations are committed by the National Assembly. To swear 
fidelity to the constitution, as this body has just done, to impose 
its work on us, to make us take a similar oath, without taking 
our superior rights into account and without reserving a special 
it to us ' is " overlooking our sovereignty," " sport- 
with the nation's majesty," and "substituting the will of 
Ivc hundred individuals for that of the people r " Our repre- 
StRiiatives have lailed to treat us with " respect." 

This is not the first lime, and it is not to be the last. Often 

I Kucha CI Bout. in. (Ad inicle by LmautDi, Stpl. B, 1784). Ibi4. j^i. MdiIoh dF 
Iba UiMiu dc» tord*li«™, prriided over by Dan ion. —/*«/, ^-n^ Dcnuncimion of iht aiii- 
■tdptlllr by Mmni.— V. isB. VI, ti6-*i rMarcti. 1790). The moioiily of the dijlrku de- 

KKbbn. 

■ nucha « KoiR, IV. (4S, Metling of Feb. 16. 1790, an aiticle bjr Looiulot — til. 
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do they exceed their mandate ; they disarm, mutilate, and gag theii 
legitimate sovereign ; they pass decrees against the people in the 
people's name ; such is their martial law, s[>ecia!ly devised for 
" suppressing the uprising of citizens " — that is to say, the only re- 
source left to us against conspirators, monopolists, and traitors. 
Such is their decree against publishing any kind of joint placard or 
petition, a decree " null and void," and constituting a most fla- 
grant attack on the nation's rights.' Especially is the electoral law 
one of these, a law which, requiring a small qualification tax for 
electors and a larger one for Us eligiSUs^ " consecrates the aris- 
tocracy of wealth." The poor, who are excluded by the decree, 
must regard it as a nullity; they must register themselves as they 
please and vote without scruple, because natural law has prece- 
dence over written law ; it would be simply " fair reprisals " if, at 
the end of the session, the millions of citizens lately deprived of 
their vote unjustly, should seize the usurping majority by the 
throat and tell them ; " You cut us off from society in your cham- 
ber, because you arc the strongest there ; we, in our turn, cut 
you off from out-door society, because we are strongest in the 
street. You have killed us civilly — we kill you phj-sically." 

Accordingly, from this point of view, all riots are legitimate, 
Robespierre in the tribune ' excuses JacquerUs, refuses to call 
castle-bumers brigands, and justifies the insurgents of Soissons, 
Nancy, Avignon, and the colonies. Desmou]ins,alluding to two 
men hung at Douai, states that it was done by the people and 
soldiers combined, and declares that " henceforth — I have no 
hesitation in saying it — they have legitimated the insurrection ; " 
they were guilty, and it was well to hang them.' Not only do 
the party leaders excuse assassinations, but they provoke them. 
Desmoutins, " attorney-general of the Lantern,' insists on each 
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of the eighty-lhree departrnents being threatened with at leas- 
one laniem descent;" while Marat, in the name of principle, 
constantly sounds the tocsin: " When public safety is in peril, 
the people must take power out of the hands of those to whom 
it is entnisted. . , Put that Austrian woman and her brother- 
in-law in pnson. . . Seize the ministers and their clerks and 
put them in irons. , . Make sure of llie mayor and his lieu- 
itnanis; keep the general In sight, and arrest his staff. . . 
The heir to the throne has no right to a dinner while you want 
[.ifcread. Organise bodies of armed men. March to the Na- 

lal Assembly and demand food at once, supplied to you out 
of the national possessions. . . Demand that the nation's 
poor have a future secured to them out of the national contribu- 
tion. If you are refused join the army, take the land, as well as 
gold which the rascals who want to force you to come to terms 
by hunger have buried and share it amongst you. Off with 
the heads of the ministers and their underlings, for now is the 
time ; that of Lafayette and of every rascal on his staff, and of 
every unpatriotic battalion officer, including Bailly and those 
municipal reaaioniais — all the traitors in the National Assem- 
bly!" Marat, indeed, still passes for a furious ranter among 
people of some intelligence. But for all that, this is the sum and 
sub^ance of his theory: It installs in the political edifice, over 
the heads of delegated, regular, and legal powers an anonymous, 
imbecile, and terrific power whose decisions are absolute, whose 
projects are constantly adopted, and whose intervention is san- 
guinary. This power is that of the populace, of a ferocious, 
suspicious sultan, who, appointing his viziers, keeps his hands 
.free to direct them, and his scimiier ready sharpened to cut off 

ir heads. 
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That a speculator in his closet should have concocted such a 
iry b comprehensible ; paper will take all that is put upon it, 

lilc abstract beings, the hollow simulacres and philosophic pup- 
pets he creates, are adapted to every sort of combination. — That 
B lunatic in his cell should adopt and preach this theory is also 
comprehensible ; he is beset with phantoms and lives outside the 
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actual world, and, moreover, in this ever-agitated democracy he 
is the eternal denunciator and instigator of every riot and munler 
that takes place ; he it is who under the name of " the people's 
friend " becomes the arbiter of lives and the veritable sovereign. 
— That a people borne down with taxes, wretched and star^-ing, 
schooled by declaimers and sophists should have welcomed this 
theory and acted under it is again comprehensible; extreme suf- 
fering renders all weapons available, and where there is oppres- 
sion, that doctrine is true which senses to throw 0|>pression otf. 
But that public men, legislators and statesmen, with, at last, min- 
isters and heads of the government, should have made this 
theory their own ; that they should have more fondly clung to it 
as it became more destructive ; that, daily for three years they 
should have seen social order crumbling away piecemeal under 
its blows and not have recognised it as the instrument of such 
vast ruin ; that, in the light of the most disastrous experience, 
instead of regarding it as a curse they should have glorified it as 
a boon ; that many of them — an entire party, almost all of the 
Assembly — should have venerated it as a religious dogma and 
carried it to extremes with the enthusiasm and rigor of faiih ; 
that, driven by it into a narrow strait, ever getting narrower and 
narrower, they should have continued to crush each other at 
every step ; that, finally, on reaching the visionary temple of their 
so-called liberty, the)' should have found themselves in a slaughter- 
house, and, within its precincts, should have become in turn 
butcher and brutei that, through thclrmaximsof universal, typical 
liberty they should have inaugurated a despotism woriliy of Da- 
homey, a tribunal like that of the Inquisiton, and raised human 
hecatombslike those of ancient Mexico; that, amidst their prisons 
and scaffolds they should persist in believing in the righteousness 
of their cause, in their own humanity, in their virtue, and, on their 
fall, have regarded themselves as martyrs — is certainly strange; 
such intellectual aberration, such excessive self-conceit are rarely 
encountered, and a concurrence of circumstances, the like of 
which has never been seen in the world but once, was necessary 
to produce ic 

Exaggerated self-conceit and dogmatism are not rare in the 
human species. TTiese two roots of the Jacobin intellect exist 
ever)- where, underground and indestructible. Ever)where they 
arc kept from sprouting by the esUblished order of thbgs ; every- 
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where are they striving to upheave old historic foundations which 
press them down. Now, as formerly, students live in garrets, 
bohemians in lodgings, physicians without patients and lawyers 
without clients in lonely offices, so many Brissots, Damons, 
Marats, Robespierres, and St. Justs in embryo ; only, for lack of 
air and sunshine, they never come to maturity. At twenty, on 
entering society, a young man's judgment and self-esteem are 
extremely sensitive ; let the society in which he is comprised be 
hat it will, il is for him a scandal to right reason ; it was not 
ilirgAnised by a legislative philosopher according to a sound pnn- 
ile, but is the work of one generation after another, according 
to manifold and changing necessities. It is not a product of 
logic, but of history ; and the new-fledged thinker shrugs hts 
shoulders as he looks up and sees what the ancient tenement is, 
the foundations of which are arbitrary, its architecture confused, 
And its many repairs plainly visible. In the second place, what- 
ever degree of perfection preceding institutions, laws, and cus- 
jtoms have reached, these have not received his assent ; others, 
lis predecessors, have chosen for him, he being subjected before- 
iband to moral, political, and social forms which pleased them, 
it makes but little difference to them if they displease him. Like 
horse marching along between the thiUs of a wagon in the 
harness that happens to have been put on his back, he has to 
make the best of it. Beside, whatever its organisation, it is essen- 
tially a hierarchy. He is nearly always and must ever remain 
lubaltem, cither a soldier, a corporal, or a sergeant. Even under 
the most liberal system, that in which the highest grades are 
Accessible to all. for every five or six men who take the lead or 
.command others, one hundred thousand must follow or be com- 
ided, which makes it vain to tell every conscript that he car- 
a marshal's baton in his sack, when, nine hundred and 
;j--nine times out of a thousand, he discoveis loo late, on 
linmaging his sack, that the baton is not there. It is not sur- 
iing that he Is tempted to kick against social barriers within 
4ucb| willingly or not, he is enrolled, and which predestine him 
liun. It is not surprising that on emerging from tra- 
iofluences he should accept a theory which subjects these 
ts to his arbitrament and gives him authority over his 
And all the more because there is no doctrine more 
i|>le and better adapted to his inexperience; it is the only one 
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he can comprehend and manage off-hand. Hence it is that 
young men on leaving college, especially those who have their 
way to make in the world, are more or less Jacobin, — it is a dU- 
temperwhuh belongs to groK'th} In a well -organised community 
this distemper is beneficial, and soon disappears. The public 
edifice being substantial and carefully guarded, malcontents soon 
discover that they have not enough strength to pull it down, and 
that on contending with its guardians they gain nothing but 
blows. After some grumbling, they too enter at one or the other 
of its doors, find a place for themselves, and enjoy its advantages 
or become reconciled to their lot. Finally, either through imita- 
tion, or habit, or calculation, they willingly form part of that gar- 
rison which, in protecting public interests, protects their own 
private interests as well. Generally, after ten years have gone 
by, the young man has obtained his rank in the file, where he 
advances step by step in his own compartment, which he no 
longer thinks of tearing to pieces, and under the eye of a police- 
man whom he no longer thinks of condemning. He even some- 
times thinks that policeman and com|)artment are of use to him ; 
considering the millions of individuals who are trying (o mount 
the social ladder, each striving to get ahead of the other, he suc- 
ceeds in comprehending this — that the worst of calamhies would 
DC a lack of barriers and of guardians. 

Here the worm-eaten barriers have cracked all at once, their 
easy-going, timid, incapable guardians having allowed things to 
take iheir course. Society, accordingly, disintegrated and a pell- 
mell, is turned into a turbulent, shouting crowd, each pushing 
and being pushed, all alike over-excited and congratulating each 
other on having finally obtained elbow-room, and all demanding 
that the new barriers shall be as fragile and the new guardians 
as feeble, as defenceless, and as inert as possible. 1'his is what 
has been done. As a natural consequence, those who were 
foremost in the ranks have been turned back ; many have 
been struck down in the fray, while in this permanent state of 
disorder, which goes under the name of definitive order, red 
heels and pumps continue to be trod on by hob-nailed shoes 
and sabots. — .\ free field is now open to the dogmatist and 
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the intemperate egotist. Tliere are no more venerable insti 
tutions to overawe, nor physical force to keep them in restraint. 
On the contrary, the new constitution, through its theoretical 
declarations and the practical application of these, invites them 
to display themselves. — For, on the one hand, this constitu- 
tion, as law, is said to be founded on pure reason, beginning 
with a long string of abstract dogmas from which its positive 
prescriptions are assumed to be rigorously derived, — which is sub- 
mitting all laws to the shallow comments of reasoners who will 
both interpret and break them according to principle. — On the 
other hand, as fact, it makes all power subservient to the elections 
and confers on the dubs the control of the aathorilies — which is of- 
fering a premium to the presumption of the ambitious who put 
themselves forward because they think themselves capable, and 
who defame their nilci^ purposely to displace them. — Every ad- 
ministrative system is a milieu which serves to develop some 
lies of the human plant and blight others. This is the best 
for the propagation and rapid increase of the coffee-house 
fxriitician, the club haranguer, the stump -speaker, the street-rioter, 
the committee dictator — in short, the revolutionist and the tyrant. 
Phantasy and presumption in this political hot-bed assume mon- 
strous proportions, and, in a few months, brains that are now 
only ardent become of a white heat. 

Let us trace the effect of this excessive, unhealthy temperature 
on imapnations and ambitions. The old tenement is down; the 
fbundaiions of the new one are not yet laid ; society has to be 
made over again from top to bottom. All well-meaning people 
are invited to come and help, and, as one plain principle suffices 
in draw ing a plan, the first comer may succeed. Henceforth polit- 
ical fancies swarm in the district meetings, in the clubs, in the 
newspapers, in pamphlets, and in every head-long, venturesome 
bnio. "There is not a merchant's clerk shaped by reading the 
'Souvelle Heloisc," not a pedagogue that has translated ten 
pages of Livy, not an artist that has looked through Rollin, not 
a pwagraphist that is converted into a political authority by com- 
nilting to memory the logogriphs of the ' Contrat Social,' who 
docs not manufacture a constitution. . . As nothing presents 
less of an obstacle than the perfecting of the imaginary, every 
reitleis mind, in a flutter of excitement, is roving about in this 
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ideal realm. Beginning with curiosity, al! end in transports. 
Ordinary people rush Co the enterprise the same as a miser to an 
incantation scene which promises to bring him treasure, and, 
thus childishly attracted, each hopes to find at once, what has 
never been seen under even the most liberal go\-ernments, imn 
table perfection, universal brotherhood, the power of acquiring 
what one lacks, and a life composed wholly of enjoyment." 

One of these enjoyments, and a keen one, is this species of 
speculation. One soars in space. By means of eight or ten 
ready-made phrases, derived from the six-penny catechisms circu- 
lated by thousands in the country and in the suburbs of the towns 
and cities,' a village attorney, a customs clerk, a check-taker of a 
theatre, the sergeant of a soldier's mess becomes a legislator and 
philosopher; he criticises Malouet, Mirabeau, the Ministry, the 
King, the Assembly, the Church, foreign Cabinets, France, j 
all Europe. Consequently, on these important subjects, which 
always seemed forever forbidden to hira, he offers resolutions, 
reads addresses, makes harangues, obtains applause, and con- 
gratulates himself on having argued so well and with such big 
words. To hold forth on ([uestions that are not understood is 
now an occupation, a matter of pride and prolit. " More is 
littered in one day," says an eye-witness,* " in one section of Paris 
than in one year in all the Swiss political assemblies put together 
An Englishman would give six weeks of study to what we dispose 
of in a quarter of an hour." Everywhere, in the town halls, in 
popular meetings, in the sectional assemblies, in the wine shops, 
on the public promenades, on street comers vanity erects a tribune 
to verbosity. "Contemplate the incalculable activity of such a 
machine in a loquacious nation where the passion for being some- 
thing dominates all other affections, where vanity has more phases 
than there arc stars in the firmament, where reputations already 
cost no more than the trouble of insisting on their being deserved, 
where society is divided between mediocrities and their trumpeters 
who laud them as divinities; where so few people are content 
with their lot, where the comer grocer is prouder of his epaulette 
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than ihe Grand Cond^ of his Marshal's baton, where agitarion 
without object or power is perpietuai, wiicre from the floor-scrub- 
ber to the dramatist, from the academician Co the simpleton who 
gets muddled over the evening newspaper, from the witty court- 
ier down to his philosophic lackey, each one revises Montesquieu 
with the seif-suDiciency of a child which, because it is learning 
to read, deems itself wise ; where self-esteem, in disputation, cav- 
iUing and sophistication, destroys all sensible conversation; where 
no one utters a word but to teach, never imagining that to learn 
one must keep quiet ; where the triumphs of a few lunatics entice 
every crackbrain from his den ; where, with two nonsensical ideas 
put together out of a book ciiaC is not understood, a man assumes 
lo have principles ; where swindlers talk about morality, women 
of easy virtue about civism, and the most infamous of beings 
about the dignity of the species; where the discharged valet of a 
grand seignor calls himself Brutus ! " — In reality, he is Brutus in 
his own eves. Let the lime come and he will be so in earnest, 
especially against his late master; all he has to do is to give him 
B thrust with his pike. Until he acts out the part he spouts il, 
and grows excited over his own tirades ; his common sense gives 
way lo the bombastic jargon of thE revolution and to declama- 

which completes the Utopian performance and eases his 

of its last modicum of ballast. 

is not merely ideas which the new regime has disturbed, but 

also disordered sentiments. " Authority is transferred from 
the Chateau of Versailles and the courtier's antechamber, with no 
intertncdiary or counterpoise, to the proletariat and its flatterers."' 
The whole of the staff of the old go*'emment is brustiuely set 
aside, while a general election has brus'iuely installed another in 
its place, offices not being given to capacity, seniority, and expe- 
rience, but to self-sufficiency, intrigue, and exaggeration. Not 
only are legal rights reduced to a common level, but natural 
grades are transposed; the social ladder, overthrown, is set up 
again bottom upwards ; the first effect of the promised regenera- 
tion b " to substitute in the administration of public affairs petti- 
foggers for magistrates, ordinary citizens for cabinet ministers, 
ex-commoners for ex-nobles, rustics for soldiers, soldiers for cap< 
tarns, captains for generals, cur6s for bishops, vicars for cur6s, 
monks for vicars, brokers for financiers, empiiics for administra- 
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tors, journalists for political economists, rhetoric'ans for legisla- 
tors, and the poor for the rich." — Every species of covetousness 
is stimulated by this spectacle. The profusion of offices and the 
anticipation of vacancies " has excited the thirst for command, 
stimulated self-esteem, and inflamed the hopes of the most inept. 
A rude and grim presumption renders the fool and the ignoramus 
unconscious of their insignificance. They have deemed them- 
selves capable of anything, because the law granted public 
functions merely to capacity. There has dawned upon each an 
ambitious perspective ; the soldier thinks only of displacing his 
captain, the captain of becoming a general, the clerk of supplant- 
ing the chief of his department, the new-fledged attorney of don- 
ning the purple, the cur^ of being ordained a bishop, the veriest 
scribbler of seating himself on the legislative bench. ORtcesand 
professions vacated by the appointment of so many upstarts afford 
in their turn a vast field for the ambition of the lower classes." — 
Thus, step by step, owing to the reversal of social positions, is 
brought about a general inielleclual fever. '■ France is trans- 
formed into a gaming-table, where, alongside of the discontented 
citizen ofTering his slakes, sits, bold, blustering, and with ferineni- 
ing brain, the pretentious suBaltem rattling his dice-box. . , . 
At the sight of a public functionary emerging from nothing, 
where is the bootblack whose soul does not bound with emula- 
tion?" — He has merely to push himself and elbow his way to 
secure a ticket " in this immense lottery of popular luck, of pre- 
ferment without merit, of success without talent, of apotheoses 
without virtues, of an infinity of places distributed by the people 
wholesale, and enjoyed by the people In detail." Political charla- 
tans flock thither from every iiuarter, those taking the lead who, 
being most in earnest, believe in the virtue of their nostrum, and 
need power to impose its recipe on the community; all being 
saviors, all places belong to them, and especially the highest. 
They lay siege lo these conscientiously and philanthropically ; if 
necessary, they will take them by assault, hold them through 
force, and, forcibly or otherwise, administer their panacea to the 
human species. 

HI. 

1 are our Jacobins, bom out of social decomposition like 
lubrootDS out of compost Let us consider their inner orgaai- 
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ration, for they have one as formerly the Puritans ; we ha 'C only 
to follow their dogma down to its depths, as with a soim ling- 
line, to reach the psychological stratum in which the normal 
balance of faculty and sentiment is overthrown. 

When a statesman, who is not wholly unworthy of that great 
name, finds an abstract principle in his way, as, for instance, that 
of popular sovereignty, he accepts it, if he accepts it at all, accord- 
ing to his conception of its practical bearings. He begins, accord- 
ingly, by imagining it applied and in operation. From personal 
recollections and such information as he can obtain, he fonns an 
idea of some village or town, some community of moderate size 
in the north, in the south, or in the centre of the country, for 
which he has to make laws. He then imagines its inhabitants 
acting according to his principle, that is to say, voting, mounting 
guard, levying taxes, and administering their own affairs. Famil- 
iar with ten or a dozen groups of this sort, which he regards as 
examples, he concludes by analogy as to others and the re!>t on 
the territory. Evidently it is a difficult and uncertain process ; 
to be exact, or nearly so, requires rare powers of observation, 
and, at each step, a great deal of tact, for a Dice calculation has 
to be made on given quantities imperfectly ascertained and imper- 
^tly noted !^ Any political leader who does this successfully, 
does it through the ripest experience associated with genius. 
Al>d even then he keeps his hand on the check-rein in push- 
ing his innovation or reform; he ts almost always tentative; 
he applies his law only in part, gradually and provisionally; he 
wishes 10 ascertain its effect ; he is always ready to stay its opera- 
tion, amend it, or modify it, according to the good or ill results of 
expetiffienl; the state of the human material he has to deal with 
is nercT dear to his mind, even when superior, until after many 
and repeated gropings. — Now the Jacobin pursues just the oppo- 
Me course. His principle is an axiom of pohtical geometry, 
wbich always carries its own proof along with it ; for, like the 
ajuoms of common geometry, it is formed out of the combination 
of a few simple ideas, and Its evidence imposes itself at once on 
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rII minds capable of embracing in one conception the two terms 
of which it is the aggregate expression. Man in general, the 
rights of man, social contract, Uberty, equality, reason, nature, 
the people, tyrants, are all elementary conceptions ; whether pre- 
cise or not, they fill the brain of the new sectary ; oftentimes 
these terms are merely vague, sounding words, but that makes 
no difference; as soon as they meet in his brain an axiom springs 
out of them that can be instantly and absolutely applied on every 
occasion and at all hazards. Men as they really are do not con- 
cern him. He does not observe them; he does not require to 
observe them ; with closed eyes he imposes a pattern of his own 
on the human substance manipulated by hira ; the idea never en- 
ters his head of forming any previous conception of this complex, 
muhiform, swaying material — contemporary peasants, artisans, 
townspeople, curis and nobles, behind their ploughs, in their 
homes, in their shops, in their parsonages, in [heir majisions, with 
their inveterate beliefs, persistent inclinations, and powerful wills. 
Nothing of this enters into or lodges in his mind ; all its avenues 
are stopped by the abstract principle which flourishes there 
and fills it completely. Should actual experience through the 
eye or ear plant some unwelcome truth forcibly in his mind, it 
cannot subsist there ; however obstreperous ami telling it may be, 
the abstract principle drives it out ; if need be it will distort and 
strangle it, on the ground of its being a calumny, as it gives the 
lie to the principle which is true in itself and indisputable. Mani- 
festly, a mind of this stamp is not sound ; of the two faculties 
- which should pull together harmoniously, one is undeveloped and 
the other over-developed ; facts are wanting to turn the scale 
against the weight of formulie. Too heavy on one side and too 
light on ilie other, the Jacobin mind turns violently over on that 
side to which it leans, and such is its incurable infirmity. 

Consider, indeed, the authentic monuments of Jacobin thought, 
the "Journal des Amis de la Constitution." the gazettes of Lou- 
sialot, Desmoulins, Brissot, Condorcet, Fr^ron and Marat, Robes- 
pierre's and Si. Just's pamphlets and speeches, the debates in 
the Legislative .\ssembly and in the Convention, the harangues 
addresses and reports of the Girondists and Montagnards, la 
brief, the forty volumes of extracts compiled by Buchex ami 
Rous. Never has so much been said to so little purpose ; all 
the truth that is uttered is drowned in the monotony and intla- 
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lion of empty verbiage and vociferous bombast. One experience 
in this direction is sufficient. The historian who resorts to this 
mass of rubbish for accurate information finds none of any 
account ; he may read kilometres of it, but he rarely obtains one 
fact, one detail of interest, one document which calls up in his 
mind a physiognomy, the actual sentiments of either villager or 
gentleman, a graphic picture of the interior of a hotel-de-vi!Ie, 
barrack, or of a municipal council chamber or the character of 
an insurrection. To define fifteen or twenty types and situations 
which sum up the history of the period, we have been obliged, 
and shall be, to seek them elsewhere — in the correspondence of 
IocaI administrators, in affidavits on criminal records, in the secret 
police' reports, and in the narratives of foreigners,' who, prepared 
for it by a different education, look behind words for things, and 
sec France beyond the " Conlrat Social." This teeming France, 
this grand tragedy which millions of players are performing on a 
stage of twenty-six thousand square leagues, is lost to the Jacobin : 
his literature, as well as his brain, is filled simply with unsubstan- 
tial generalizations like those above cited, rolling out in a mere 
play of ideas, sometimes in concise terms when the writer hap- 
j>cns to be a professional reasoner like Condorcei, but most fre- 
quently in a tangled, knotty style full of loose and disconnected 
meshes when the spokesman happens to be an improvbed poli- 
tician or a philosophic tyro like the ordinary deputies of ihe 
Assembly and Ihe haranguers of the clubs. It is a pedantic scho- 
lo^icism set forth with fanatical rant. About one hundred words 
furin its vocabulary, while its ideas are resolved back into one, 
thjit of man in himself; society, in their conception of it, consists 
of so tuany human units, all alike equal and independent, con- 
tracting together for the first time ; — this was their conception of 
society ; none could be briefer, for, to arrive at it, man had to be 
reduced to a minimum. Never were political intellects so dried 
up. and so wilfully ; for it is the attempt to systematise and to 
simplify which causes their impoverishment. In that respect 
they follow the method of the century, keeping in the track of 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau : their mental mould is the dastk mould, 
which mould, already contracted with the late philosophers, is yet 

>**TtfABni dc U K^oluiion Frmfjiu." by Schmidt {cipccialLy [he icpom by Diibud» 
Duveraeur Morrii." " Menwin of Malkl-DupoD," " Moorc't 
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more so with them hardened and toughened to excess. The best 
representatives of the type are Condorcet.' among the GinTndisls, 
and Robespierre, among the Montagnards, both mere dogmalista 
and pure logicians, the latter the most remarkable and with a 
perfection of intellectual sterility never surpassed. In the forma- 
tion of durable laws, that is to say, in the adaptation of social 
machinery lo charactere, conditions, and circumstances, such a 
mind of all others is certainly the most impotent and the most 
mischievous, for it is organically short-sighted; and, again, its 
code of axioms, interposed between it and surrounding objects, 
shuts otT its horizon; beyond its own cotene and club it dis- 
tinguishes nothing, while in the vagueness and confusion of the 
distance it sets up the empty idols of its own Utopia. — But when 
power has to be taken by assault, and a dictatorship arbitrarily 
exercised, the mechanical rigi<iity of such a mind is serviceable 
rather than detrimental. Unlike that of the statesman, it has no 
drawback, no embarrassment arising from the necessity of making 
investigations, of respecting precedents, of looking into statisric^ 
of calculating and tracing beforehand in different directions lh& 
near and remote consequences of its work as this affects the intet 
ests, habits, and passions of diverse classes. All this is super. 
annuated and superfluous; the Jacobin comprehends legitimate 
government and good laws instantaneously; his rectilinear pro- 
cess is the shortest and most efficient both for destruction and 
construction. \Vhere calm reflection is required to get at what 
suits twenty-six millions of living Frenchmen, a mere glance suf- 
fices for him to know what is requisite for the human abstraciions 
of the theory ; — indeed, according to the theory, men arc all 
shaped to one paiiem, nothing being left to them but an ele- 
mentar}' will; thus defined, the philosophic automaton demands 
liberty, equality and popular sovereignty, the maintenance of ihe 
rights of man and adhesion to the " Contrat Social." This suf- 
fices: henceforth the will of the people is known, and knowTi 
beforehand ; a consultation among ciri2ens previous to action is 
not essential ; there is no obligation to await their votes. In any 
event, a ratification by the people is sure ; and should this not be 
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iming it is owing to iheir ignorance, disdain, tr malice, in 
case Iheir response deserves to be considered ,is null ; the 
tlMQg to do, consequently, through precaution and to protect 
0Krp>S|||lc from what is bad for them, is to dictate to them what 
.ilh.g!wd'fcr them. — In all this, the Jacobin acts in good Taith ; 
fer the men in whose behalf he claims rights are not tiesh-and- 
blood Frenchmen, as we see them in the streets and in the fields, 
but men in general, as they ought to be on leaving the hands of 
Nature, or after the teachings of Reason. As to the former, 
there is no need of being scrupulous because they are infatuated 
with prejudices and their opinions are mere drivelling; as for the 
latter, il is just the opposite : full of respect for the vainglorious 
images of his own theory, of spectres begotten by his own intel- 
lectual contrivance, the Jacobin always will bow down to responses 
that he himself has provided, for, the beings that he has created 
are more real in his eyes than living ones and ll is their sut&age 
on which he counts. Accordingly, viewing things in the worst 
light, he has nothing against him but t!ie momentary antipathy 
of a putUtnd generation. To offset this, he enjoys the approba- 
tion of humanity, self-obtained ; that of a posterity which his acts 
have regenerated; that of men who, thanks to him, are again 
become what they should never have ceased to be. Hence, far 
from looking upon himself as an usurper or a tyrant, he considers 
himself the natural mandatory of a veritable people, the author- 
ised esec-utor of the common will. Marching along in the pro- 
fonned for him by this imaginary crowd, sustained by 
of metaphysical wills created by himself in his own image, 
has their unanimous assent, and, like a chorus of triumphant 
he will fill the outward world with the inward echo of his 
own roice. 

IV. 
lo every doctrine which wins men over to it, the sophistry it 
contains is less potent than the promises It makes ; its power 
ova them is greater through their sensibility than through their 
intelligence; for, if the heart is often the dupe of the head, the 
latter is much more frequently the dupe of the former. We do 
not accept a system because wedeem it a true one, but because 
ifae truth we lind in it suits us. Political or religious fanaticism, 
tnjr theological or philosophical channel in which truth ftoHs, 
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always has its source in some ardent longing, some secret pasjion, 
some accumulation of intense, painful desire to which a theory 
affords an outlet ; in the Jacobin, as well as in the Puritan, there 
is a fountain-head of this description. What feeds this source 
with the Puritan is the anxieties of a disturbed conscience which, 
forming for itself some idea of perfect justice, becomes rigid and 
multiplies the commandments it believes that God has promul- 
gated ; on being constrained to disobey these it rebels, and, to 
impose them on others, it becomes tyrannical even to despotisi 
The first effort of the Puritan, however, wholly internal, is self- 
control ; before becoming political he becomes moral. With the 
Jacobin, on ihe contrary, the first precept is not moral, but polit- 
ical; it is not his duties which he exaggerates but his rights, 
while his doctrine, mstcad of being a prick lo his conscience, 
flatters his pride.' 

Vast and insatiate as human pride may be, it is satisfied this 
lime, for never before has it had so much to feed upon. In the 
jirogramme of the sect do not seek for any of the limited prerog- 
atives growing out of self-respect which the proud-spirited man 
claims for himself, such as civil rights accompanied with those 
political liberties that serve as sentinels and guardians of these 
rights — security for life and property, the stability of the law, (he 
integrity of courts, equality of citizens before the law and undo: 
taxation, the abolirion of privileges and arbitrary proceedings, 
Vcvi election of representatives and the administration of public 
funds; in short, the precious guarantees which render each cit 
an inviolable sovereign on his limited domain, which protect his 
person and property against all species of public or private 
oppression and exaction, which maintain him calm and erect 
before competitors as well as adversaries, upright and respectful 
in the presence of magistrates and in the presence of the gov- 
ernment. A Malouet, a Mounier, a Mallet-Dupan, partisans of 
the English Constitution and Parliament, may be content with 
Euch trifling gifts, but the theory holds them all cheap, and, if 
need be, will trample them in the dust. Independence and 

> OuniUe Doiaauliu. the «■>■' UrrihU of Ibe RcvolulioD, cDnCeuH thU. u wtll h 
Rulbi. xriET dbng Ihe RtvaluiioDi oT ihc lulecDih and icvcnlcnilh cenluna. ••< 
dcKttd lliiili vinuE fn>ni niiJ had Iheir nwd in OHiKicnce. which were luiuunn] by i 
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Bccurity for Ihe private citizen is not what it promises, not the 
right to vote every two years, not a moderate exercise of influ- 
ence, not an indirect, limited and intermittent control of the 
commonwealth, bui political dominion in tht fall and complett 
positision 0/ France and Ihe French people. There is no doubt 
on this point. In Rousseau's own words, the " Contrat Social" 
prescribes " the complete alienation to the community of each 
associate and all his rights," every individual surrendering him- 
self wholly, "just as he may actually be, he himself and all his 
powers of which his possessions form a part," so that the State, 
not only the recognised owner of property, but of minds and 
bodies as well, may forcibly and legitimately impose on every 
member of it such education, form of worship, religious faith, 
opinions, and sympathies as it deems best.' Now, each man, 
solely because he is a man, is by right a member of this despotic 
sovereignty. Whatever, accordingly, my condition may be, my 
incompetency, my ignorance, my insignificance in the career in 
which 1 have plodded along, I have full control over the fortunes, 
lives, and consciences of twenty-six millions of French people, 
being accordingly C«ar and Pope, according to my share of 
authority. 

But if I adhere strictly to this doctrine, I am yet more so than 
my quota warrants. This royal prerogative with which I am 
endowed is only conferred on those who, like myself, sign the 
Social Contract in full ; others, merely because tJiey reject some 
clause of it, incur a forfeiture ; no one must enjoy the advan- 
tages of a pact of which some of the conditions are repudiated. 
Again, as this pact is based on natural right and is obligatory. 



CHk, kkrR^uf Ik UUnioiuK. half fiKTUy and bilf DM of Ihe people. <" Nuiixle Puii." 
XV« Bwii, j^, OB (he Scpiember M;u&ACresr> *'N<r. 1 do not pity ihofle ^luiical prictu ; 
1^7 k«TC doH the CDUiitr^ too much mwchkt WImteirtr 4 ideitlyt Br « majority of it, 
Afl^tva. skai it ngJU. He whv oppote thii, who call* dowq ww and yoigaace on the 

d^ *• >taa7> tmll,, I n^l O, mi ^ it h mmilr rifkl. NDthing but CDonoa Hue a 
mii^t to ma am muh." /M |Un the eiecuiiwi of Louii XVI.). p. ttj. ■■ HuJ ih> 

ifaB. 7X( iwtfn » mr^rUajr !■ it^i^; in power b thai which the whole human kind 
bv^ bwpBif bat »« Bvlion, tmc ftintjle gavemfneot guvemcd the globe. Whu would due 
A^Aapote th« pow« oi hunuaiEyT It wu the mdiipu table powet that unAiiau hai. to 
dn^wVB tftm #■ fitwmir ■*«■, felt hy the uident Oreek*. which led them ta cjiUe Anilv 
^■■d put PlHWi™ lu death. 'Ohlni(h,ui 
ha* nMa IkfUifh Corf euitig It I' " 



» 10 THE REVQLUTlOff. BOOrw, 

he who rejects it or withdraws from it, becomes by that act a 
miscreant, a public wrong-doer and an enemy of the people. 
There were once crimes of royal 1^-majesty; now there are 
crimes of popular IJse-majesty, which crimes are committed 
when by deed, word, or thought, any portion whatever of the 
more than royal authority belonging to the people is denied or 
contested. The dogma through which popular sovereignty 
is proclaimed thus actually ends in a dictatorship of the few, 
ind a proscription of the many. Outside of the sect you are 
autside of the law. We, five or six thousand Jacobins of Paris, 
are the legitimate monarch, the infallible Pontiff, and woe beride 
the refractory and the lukewarm, all government agents, all 
private persons, the clergy, the nobles, the rich, merchants, 
traders, the indifferent among all classes, who, steadily opposing 
or yielding uncertain adhesion, dare to throw doubt on our un- 
questionable right 1 

One by one all these consefjuences are to come into light, and 
it is evident that, let the logical machinery by which they unfcdd 
themselves be what it may, no ordinary person, unless of con- 
summate vanity, will fully adopt them. He must have an 
exalted opinion of himself to consider himself sovereign other- 
wise than by his vote, to conduct public business with no more 
misgivings than his private business, to directly and forcibly 
interfere with this, to set himself up, he and his clique, as guides, 
censors and rulers of his government, to persuade himself that, 
with his mediocre education and average intellect, with his few 
scraps of Latin and such information as is obtained in reading- 
rooms, coffee-houses, and newspapers, with no other experience 
than that of a club, or a municipal council, he could discourse 
wisely and well on the vast, complex questions which superior 
men, specially devoted to them, hesitate to take up. At first this 
presumption existed in him only in germ, and, in ordinary times, 
it would have remained, for lack of nourishment, as dry-rot or 
creeping mould. But the heart knows not what strange seeds it 
contains 1 Any of these, feeble and seemingly inoffensive, needs 
only air and sunshine to become a noxious excrescence and a 
colossal plant. Whether third or fourth rate attorney, counsel- 
lor, surgeon, journalist, cure, artist, or author, the Jacobin is like 
the low hind that has just found, in one corner of his hut, a lot 
jf old parchments which entitle him to the throne. What a 
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contrast between the meanness of his calling and the importance 
*ith which the theory invests him! With what rapture he 
accepts a dogma that raises him so high in his own estimation ! 
Diligeoily conning the Declaration of Rights, the Consiitmion. 
all the official documents that confer on him such glorious pre- 
rogatives, charging his imagination with them, he immediately 
anilines a tone befitting his new position,* 

Nothing surpasses the haughtiness and arrogance of this tone. 
It declares itself at the outset in the harangues of the clubs and 
in the petitions to the Constituent Assembly. Loustalot, Fr^ron, 
Ilanion, Marat, Robespierre, St. Just, always employ dictatorial 
language, that of the sect, and which finally becomes the jargon 
of their meanest valets. Good-breeding or toleration, anything 
that denotes regard or respect for others, find no place in their 
utterances nor in their acts; an usurping, tyrannical conceit 
creates for itself a language in its own image, and we see not 
only (he foremost actors, but their commonest supernumeraries, 
enthroned on their grandiloquent plaiform. Each in his own 
eyes is Roman, savior, hero, and great man, " I stood in the 
tribune of the palace," writes Anacharsis Clootz,' " at the head 
of the foreigners, acting as ambassador of the human species, 
while the ministers of the tyrants regarded me with a jealous and 
dbconcrrted air," A schoolmaster at Troyes, on the opening of 
ibedub in thai town, advises the women "to teach their children, 
xs soon as they can utter a word, that they are free and have 
equal rights with the mightiest potentates of the universe." ' 
Peiion's account of the journey in the king's carriage, on the 
return from Varennes, must be read to see how far self-impon- 
ince and the impeninence of a blackguard can be carried.^ 

• A'aaianr. XI. «& Sp«ch by Hiurd Ld the AiiCmbJjr, Ju. j, 1791. "The pnplr an 
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In their memoirs and even down to their epitaphs, Barbarou 
Buzot, Potion, Roland, and Madame Roland' give themselv« 
zertificates of virtue, and would pass for Plutarch's charactera, if' I 
we could take their word for it. This infatuation is always on ' 
the increase, from the Girondists to the Montagnards. St, Just, ' 
at the age of twenty-four, and merely a private individual, is 
already consumed with suppressed ambition. Marat says: " I 
believe that I have exhausted every combination of the human . 
intellect in relation to morality, philosophy and political science." 
Robespierre, from the beginning to the end of the Revolution, is 
always, in his own eyes, Robespierre the unique, the one pure 
man, the infallible and the impeccable ; no man ever burnt to 
himself the incense of his own praise so constantly and ! 
directly. — Self-conceit thus drains the cup of theory to the bot-: 
torn, however distasteful its dregs and however fatal its poison to 
those who even defy its nausea for the sake of swallowing it 
Since it is virtue, no one may reject its dictates without commit- 
ting a crime. Thus construed, the theory divides Frenchmen 
into tffo groups — one consisting of aristocrats, fanatics, egoists, 
the corrupt, bad citizens in short, and the other patriots, philoso- 
phers, and the virtuous — that is to say, those belonging to the 
sect.' Thanks to this solution of it, the vast moral and social] 
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world with which they deal finds its defioition, expression, and 
representation in a ready-made antithesis. — It is quite clear now 
what the object of government is : the wicked must submit to 
the good, or, which is briefer, the wicked must be suppressed. 
To this end let us employ conliscation, imprisonment, exile, 
drowning and the guillotine. All means are justihable and 
meritorious with traitore ; now that the Jacobin has made his 
sUughierings canonical, he slays through philanchropy.- 

Thus is this character rounded off like that of the theologian 
who would become an inquisitor. Extraordinary contrasts meet 
in its formation — a lunatic that is logical, and a monster that 
pretends to have a conscience. Under the pressure of his faith 
and egotism, he has developed two deformities, one of the head 
and the other of the heart ; his common sense is gone, and his 
moral sense is utterly perverted. In fixing his mind on abstract 
formulas, he is no longer able to see men as they are ; through 
self-admiration he finally comes to viewing his adversaries, and 
ei'en his rivals, as miscreants deserving of death. On this down- 
hill road nothing stops him, for, in qualifying things inversely to 
their true meaning, he has ^^olated within himself Che precious 
conceptions which bring us back to truth and justice. No light 
Teaches eyes which regard blindness as clear-sightedness; no 
remorse affects a soul which erects barbarism into patriotism, and 
which sanctions murder with duty. 
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1. Formalicm of the partf Its recraits. — These are rar« in the upper 

:lu« «nd amotigst the inasiies — They «rB nnroerous in Ihe low bourgeois 
;IiS9 and in ihe upper sltatQin of the people. — The position and educfttioii 
which enroll a man in the party. — TI. Spontaneous ossocialions after July 
14, 1789. — How these dissolve. — Withdrawal of people of sense and occu- 
pation. — Number of those absent al elections. — Birlh and mulliplication of 
Jacobin societies. — Their influence over their adherents — Their manrcavres 
and despotism. — III. How they view ihe liberty of the press. — Their 
political doings. — IV. Their rallying-points. — Origin and composition of 

the Paris Jacobin club. — ll afRliales with provincial clubs Its Leaders. — 

The Fanatics. — The Intriguers. — Their object. — Their means. — V. Small 
nambcr of jRcobins. — Sources of iheir power. — They form a league. — They 
have ^ih. — Their unscrnpulousness. — The power of the parly vested ia 
Ihe group which best lulhlU these conditions. 

I. 
Characters of ihis sort are found in all classes of society ; no 
situalion or iiosiiion in life protects one from wild Utopias or 
frantic ambition. We find among the Jacobins a Barras and a 
Ch^teauneuf-Randon, two nobles of the oldest families, Con- 
dorcet, a marquis, mathematician, philosopher and member of 
two renowned academies, Gobel, bishop of Lydda and suffragan 
to the bishop of Bale, H^rault de Sechelles, a proteg^ of the 
Queen's and a I torn ey- general to the Paris parliament, Lcpcllctier 
<Je St. Fargeau. chief-justice and one of the richest land-owners 
in France, Charles de Hesse, major-general, bom in a royal 
family, and, last of alt, a prince of the blood and fourth person- 
age in the realm, the Duke of Orleans. — But, with the exception 
of these rare deserters, neither the hereditary aristocracy nor the 
upper magistracy, nor the highest of the middle class, none of 
the land-owners who Hve on their estates, or the leaders of 
industrial and commercial enterprises, no one belonging to the 
administration, none of those, in general, who are or tlesetve to 
24 
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be considered social authoriries, furnish the party with recruits ; 
all have loo much at stake in the politiral ediAce, shattered as it 
is, to wish its entire demolition ; their political experience, brief 
as it is, enables them to see at once that a habitable house is not 
built by merely tracing a plan of it on paper according to the 
theorems of school geometry. — On the other hand, the theory in 
the lower class, among the mass of rustics and the populace, 
unless transformed into a shibboleth, finds no listeners. Me- 
tayers, farmers, and small cultivators looking after their own plots 
of ground, peasants and craftsmen who work too hard to think 
and whose minds never range beyond a village horizon, busy 
only with thai which brings them in their daily bread, find 
abstraa doctrines unintelligible; should the dogmas of the new 
catechism arrest their attention the same thing happens as with 
ihc old one, they do not understand them ; that mental faculty 
by which an abstraction is reached is not yet formed in them. 
On being taken to a political club they fall asleep; they open 
their eyes only when some one announces that tithes and feudal 
privDcges are to be restored ; they can be de[>ended on for 
nothing more than a broil and a jacquerie; later on, when their 
gnin comes to be taxed or is taken, they prove as refractory 
under the republic as under the monarchy. 

The adepts in this theory come from other quarters, from the 
two extremes of the lower stratum of the middle class and the 
upper stratum of the low class. Again, in these two contiguous 
groups, which merge into each other, those must be left out who, 
absoebed in their daily occupations or professions, have no time 
or thought to give to public matters, who have reached a fair 
position in the social hierarchy and are not disposed to run 
risks, almost all of them well-established, steady-going, mature, 
tmrricd foltis who have sown their wild oats and whom some 
cspeiience in life has rendered distrustful of themselves and ot 
theories. Overweening conceit is average in average human 
nature M aU times, and with most men speculative ideas obtain 
bat a loose, transient and feeble hold. Moreover, in this society 
which, for many centuriea consists of p>eople accustomed to being 
ruled, the hereditary spirit is bourgeois, that is to say, used to dis- 
ctpliue, foiul of order, peaceable and even timid. There 
I a minority, a very small one,' innovating and restless. 
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consisting, on the one hand, of people who are discontented 
widi their calling or proression, because they are of secondary or 
subaltern rank in it,' debutants not fully employed and aspir 
for careers not yet entered upon ; and, on the other hand, of 
men of unstable character, all who are uprooted by the immense 
upheaval of things ; in the Church, through the suppression of 
convents and through schism; in the judiciary, in the adminis- 
tracion, in the financial departments, in [he army, and in various 
private and public careers, through the reorganisation of institit* 
tions, through the novelty of fresh resources and occupations, 
and through the disturbance caused by the changed relationships 
of patrons and clients. Many who, in ordinary dmes, would 
otherwise remain quiet, become in this way nomadic and ext 
agant in politics. Among the foremost of these are found those 
who, through a classical education, can take in an abstract 
proposition and deduce its consequences, but who, for lack of 
special preparation for it, and confined to the narrow circle of 
local affairs, are incapable of forming accurate conceptions of a 
vast, complex social organisation, and of the conditions which 
enable it to subsist. Their talent lies in making a speech, in 
dashing off an editorial, in composing a pamphlet, and in draw- 
ing up reports in more or less pompous and dogmatic style, and, 
if we accept the kind, a few of them who are gifted become 
eloquent, but that is all. Those who take leading parts, lawyers,, 
notaries, bailiffs and former petty provincial judges and attorneys, 
are of this class, two-thirds of the members of the Legisia " 
Assembly and of the Convention, surgeons and doctors in smalt 
towns, like Bo, Levasseur, and Baudot, second and third-rate 
literary characters, like Barr^re, Louvel, Garat, Manuel, and 
Ronsin, college professors like Louchel and Romme. school- 
s like Leonard Bourdon, journalists tike Brissot, Desmou- 
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lins and Freron, actors like CoUot d Herbois, artists like Sergent, 
OralorUns tike Fouch6, capuchins like Chabot, more or less 
secularised priests like Leboo, Chasles, Lakanal, and Gr^goire, 
students scarcely out of school like St. Just, Monet of Stras- 
bourg, Rousselinof St. Al bin, and Julien of the Drome — in short, 
badly -cultivated minds sown with poor seed, and in which the 
theory had only to fall to kill om every good seed and thrive 
like nettles. Add (o these the charlatans and others Mho live by 
their wits, the visionary and morbid of all sorts, from Fanchet 
and Klootz to Chilier or Marat, the whole of that needy, chat- 
tering, irresponsible crowd, ever swarming about large cities 
ventilatiog its shallow conceits and abortive pretensions. Farthei 
in the background appear those whose scanty education qualities 
them to half understand an abstract principle and imperfectly 
deduce its consequences, but whose roughly- polished instinct 
atones for the feebleness of a coarse argumentation; through 
cupidity, envy and rancor, they divine a rich pas lure- ground 
behind the theory, and Jacobin dogmas become dearer to them, 
because the imagination sees untold treasures beyond the mists 
in which they are shrouded. They can listen to a club harangue 
without falling asleep, applaud its tirades In the right place, olfer 
a resolution in a public garden, shout in the tribunes, pen 
affidavits for arrests, compose orders-of-the-day for the national 
guard, and lend their lung^, arms, and sabres to whoever 
bids for them. But here their capacity ends. In this group 
metchants' and notaries' clerks abound, like Hubert and Hen- 
riot, Vincent, and Chaumetle, butchers like Legendre, postmasters 
like Drouel, boss-joiners like Duplay, school-teachers like that 
fiucfaot who becomes a minister, and many others of the same 
son, accustomed to jotting down ideas, with vague norions of 
ortbography and who are apt in speech -making,' foremen, sub- 
officcn, fomer mendicant monks, pedlars, tavern-keepers, retail- 
erSi market- porters,* and city -journey men from Gouchon, the 

*&hiAb^ "* L4 DcuaCQgK ft l^ahi tti 1793." Uhi "Fuu in lt^" Resd CcncmJ Hca- 
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orator of the faubourg St. Antoine, down to Simon, the cobblef 
of the Temple, from Trinchard, the juryman of the Revolut 
ary Tribunal, down to grocers, tailors, shoemakers, tapsters, 
■waiters, barbers, and other shopkeepers or artisans who do their 
work at home, and who are yet lo do the work of the September 
massacres. Add to these the foul remnants of every |>opular 
insurrection and dictatorahip, beasts of jirey like Jourdain of 
Avignon, and Fournier the American, women like Th^roigne, 
Rose Lacombe, and the tricoteuscs of the Convention who have 
unsexed themselves, the amnestied bandits and other gallows^ 
birds who, for lack of a police, have a wide range, street- stroll era 
and vagabonds, rebels against labor and discipline, ihe whole of 
that class in the centre of civilisation which preserves the 
instincts of savages, and asserts the sovereignly of the people to 
glut a natural appetite for license, laziness, and ferocity. 

Thus is the party recruited through an enlisting process that 
gleans its subjects from every station in life, but which reaps 
them down in great swaths, and gathers them together in the 
two groups to which dogmatism and presumption naturally 
belong. Here, education has brought man to the threshold, 
and even to the heart of general ideas ; consequently, he feeb 
hampered within the narrow bcwnds of his profession or occupa- 
tion, and aspires to something beyond. But as his education 
has remained superficial or rudimentary, consequently, outside of 
his narrow circle he feels out of his place. He has a perceptioii 
or obtains a glimpse of political ideas and, therefore, assumes 
that he has capacity. But his perception of them is confined to 
a formula, or he sees them dimly through a cloud ; hence hi> 
incapacity, and the reason why his mental lacuna as well as hia 
attainments both contribute , to make him a Jacobin. 

II. 

Men thus disposed cannot fail to draw near each other, to 
understand each other, and combine together; for, in the principle 
of popular sovereignty, they have a common dogma, and, in the 
conquest of political supremacy, a common aim. Through a 
common aim they form a faction, and through a common dogma 
they constitute a sect, the league between them being more easily 
effected because they arc a faction and sect at the same lime. — 
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At fint, their association is not distinguishable in the multitude 
of other associations. Pohtical societies spring up on all sides 
after the taking of the Bastille. Some kind of organisation hao 
to be substituted for the deposed or tottering government, in 
order to provide for urgent public needs, to secure protection 
against ruffians, to obtain supplies of provisions, and to guard 
against the probable machinations of the court. Committees 
installed themselves in the Hotels-de-viUe, while volunteers 
formed bodies of militia: hundreds of local governments, almost 
independent, arose in the place of the central government, almost 
destroyed.' For six months everybody attended to matters of 
common interest, each individual getting to be a public person- 
age and bearing his quota of the government load — a heavy 
load St all times, but heavier in times of anarchy ; this, at least, 
is the opinion of the greatest number ; it is not the opinion of 
every one. Consequently, a division arises amongst those who 
had assumed this load, and two groups are formed, one huge, 
inert and disintegrating, and the other small, compact and ener- 
getic, each taking one of two ways which diverge from each 
Other. Jind which keep on diverging more and more. 

On the one hand are the ordinary, sensible people, those who 
are busy, and who are, to some extent, not over-conscientious, 
and not over-conceited. The power in their hands is assumed 
bj' them because they find it prostrate, lying abandoned in the 
street; ihey hold it provisionally only, for they knew before- 
hand, or soon discover, that they art not qualified for the post, 
it being one of those which, to be properly filled, needs some 
]>reparation and fitness for it. A man does not become legislator 
or iidministrator in one day, any more than he suddenly becomes 
a physician or surgeon. If an accident obliges me to act in the 
Wttet capacity, I yield, but against my will, and 1 do no more 
than is necessary to save my patients from hurling themselves ; 
my fcai of their dying under the operation is very great, and, as 
soon as some other person can be got to take my place, I go 
home.' I should be glad, like everybody else, to have my vole 
in the selection of this person, and, among the candidates, I 
■faoold designate, to the best of my ability, one whq seemed to 
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me the ablest and most conscientious. Once selected, however»p 
and installed, I should not attempt to dictate to him ; his caW- 
net is private, and I have no right to run there constantly and 
cross-(]uestion him, as if he were a child or under suspicion. 
does not become me lo tell him what to do; he probably knows 
more about ihe case than I do; In any event, to keep a stcadjT 
hand, he must not be threatened, and, to keep a clear head, he 
must not be disturbed. — Nor must I be disturbed ; my office and 
books, my shop, my customers must be attended lo as weO, 
Everybody has to mind his own business, and whoever would 
attend to his own and another's too, spoils both. 

This way of thinking prevails with most healthy minds towaidi 
the beginning of the year 1790, all whose heads are not turned' 
by insane ambition and the mania for theorising, especially a 
six months of practical experience and knowing the dangers^ 
miscalculations, and vexations to which one is exposed in trying 
to lead an eager, over-excited population. — Just at this tiroe^' 
December, 1789, municipal law becomes e.stablished throughout 
the country ; all the mayors and municipal officers are elected! 
almost immediately, and in the following months, all administra- 
tors of districts and departments. The interregnum has at lengdt 
come to an end. Legal authorities now exist, with legitimate and 
clearly -determined functions. Reasonable, honest people gladly 
turn power over to those lo whom it belongs, and certainly da 
not dream of resuming it. AH associations for temporary pur- 
poses are at once disbanded for lack of an object, and if othen 
arc formed, it is for the purpose of defending established 
institutions. This is the object of the Federation, and, for s 
months, people embrace each other and exchange oaths of 
fidelity. After this, July 14. 1790, they retire into private lift^ 
and 1 have no doubt that, from this dale, the political ambitioD' 
of a targe plurality of the French people is satisfied, for, although 
Rousseau's denunciations of the social hierarchy are still cited 
by them, they, at bottom, desire but little more than the suppret< 
•ion of administrative brutality and state favoritism.' All ttu^ 
is obtained, and plenty of other things besides; the august title 
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of sovereign, the deference of the public authorities, the saluta- 
tions of all who wield a pen or make a speech, and, still better, 
jKTtual sovereignty in the appointment to ot!ice of all local and 
national administrators ; not only do the people elect their dep- 
uties, but every species of functionary of every degree, those of 
commune, district, and department, officers in the national guard, 
civil and criminal magistrates, bishops and cur4s. Again, to 
ensure the responsibility of the elected to their electors, the term 
of ofBce fixed by law is a short one,' the electoral machine which 
summons the sovereign to exercise his sovereignty being set 
agoing about every four months. 

This was a good deal, and too much, as the sovereign himself 
soon discovers. Voting so frequently becomes unendurable ; so 
many prerogatives end in getting to be drudgery. Early in 
1790, and after this date, the majority forego the privilege of 
voting and the number of absentees becomes enormous. At 
Chartres, in May, 1790,' 1,447 ""t °f '-SS' voters do not attend 
preliminary meetings. At Besan^on, in January, 1790, on the 
election of iftayor and municipal officers, 2.141 out of 3,200 
rcgtslcred electors are recorded as absent from the polls, and 
3.900 in the following month of November.' At Grenoble, in 
August and November of this year, out of 2,500 registered 
voters, more than i,ooo are noted as absent.' At Limoges, out 
of about the same number, there are only 150 voters. At Paris, 
out of 81,400 electors, in August, 1790. 67.300 do not vote, 
and, three months later, the number of absentees is 71,408.^ 
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Thus for every elector that votes, there are four, six, eight, ten, 
and even sixteen that abstain from voting. — In the election of 
deputies, the case is the same. At the primary meetings of 
1791, in Paris, out of Si, 200 registered names more than 74,000 
fail to respond. In the Doubs, three out of four voters stay 
away. In one of the cantons of the Cflte d'Or, at Ihe close of 
the polls, only one-eighth of the electors remain at the counting 
of the votes, while in the secondary meetings the desertion is 
not less. At Paris, out of 946 electors chosen only soo a 
found to give their suffrage ; at Rouen, out of 700 there arc t 
160, and on the last day of the ballot, only 60. In short, " 
all departments," says an oraior in the tribune, "scarcely one 
out of five electors of the second degree discharges his duty." 

In this manner the majority hands in its resignation. Througlk 
inertia, want of forethought, lassitude, aversion to the electoral 
hubbub, lack of political preferences, or dislike of all the polit- 
ical candidates, it shirks the task which the constitution imposes 
on it. Its oLiject is not to take up the burden of a collateral 
task in addition — a weightier task, namely, that of devoted labor 
to a new league. Meti who cannot find time once in three 
months to drop a ballot in the bo:(, will not come three tim 
week to attend the meetings of a club. Far from meddling with 
the government, they abdicate, and as they refuse to elect it, they 
will not undertake to control it. 

It is just the opposite with the upstarts and dogmatists whd 
regard their royal privileges seriously, They not only vote at lh4 
elections, but they mean to keep in their own hands the authority 
they delegate. In their eyes every magistrate is one of iheil 
creatures, and remains accountable to them, for, in point of laWi 
the people may not part with their sovereignty, while, as s fact, 
power has proved so sweet that they are not disposed to pail 
with it.' During the six months preceding the regular dectioM 
ihcy have come to know, comprehend, and test each other; the] 
have held convcniicles; a mutual understanding is arrived 1 
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and henceforth, as other associations disappear like scanty vege- 
lation, theirs ' rise vigorously on the abandonetl soil. A club w 
csiablished at Marseilles before the end of 1789; each large 
lown has one within the first six months of 1790, Aix in Febru- 
ary. Montpellier in March, Nismes in April, Lyons in May, and 
Bordenux in June.' But their greatest increase takes place 
afier ihc Federation festival. Just when local gatherings merge 
into that of the whole country, ihe sectaries keep aloof, and 
form leagues of their own. At Rouen, July 14. 1790, two 
aiugeons, a printer, a chaplain at the Conciergerie, a widowed 
Jewess, and four women or children living in the house, — eight 
|iersons in all. pure and not lo be confounded with the mass,' — 
bind ibemselves together, and form a distinct association. Their 
pMrioiiam is of superior quality, and they take a special view of 
the social compact;* in swearing fealty to the constitution they 
reserve lo themselves the Rights of Man, and they mean to 
maintain not only the reforms already effected, but to complete 
the Revolution just begun, — During the Federation they have 
welcomed and indoctrinated their fellows who, on quitting the 
capital or large cities, become bearers of instructions to the small 
towns and hamlets ; ihey are told what the object of a club is, 
%nd how to form one, and, everywhere, popular associations 
aruc on the same plan, for the same purpose, and bearing the 
nme name. A month later, sixty of these associations are in 
operation; three months later, one hundred; in March, 1791, 
[WO hundred and twenty-nine, and in August, 1791, nearly four 
bondred.* After this date a sudden increase takes place, owing 
10 iwo simultaneous impulses, which scatter their seeds broad- 
cast otvi the entire territory. — On the one hand, at the end of 
July, 1791, all moderate men, the friends of law and order, who 
Rill hold the clubs in check, all constitutionalists, or FeuUUinU, 
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witiidraw from Ihem and leave ihem lo tlie iiltraism or triviality 
of the Motiaiiiiitires ;^ the political tone immediately falls to that 
of the lavem and guard-house, so that wherever one or the other 
of these is found, there is a political club. On the other hand, a 
convocation of the electoral body is held at the same date for 
the election of a new National Assembly, and for the renewal of 
local governments ; the prey being in sight, hunting-parties art 
everywhere formed to capture it. In two months,' six hundred 
new dubs spring up ; by the end of September they amount to 
one thousand, and in June, 1791, to twelve hundred — as many 
as there are towns and walled boroughs. On the fall of the 
throne, and at the panic caused by the Prussian invasion, during 
a period of anarchy which equalled that of July, 1789, there 
were, according to Rcederer, almost as many clubs as there were 
communes, 26,000, one for every village containing five or six 
hot-headed, boisterous fellows, or roughs, {lape-durs), with a 
copyist able to pen a petition. 

After November, 1790,' "every street ii 
let," says a journal of large circulation, 
its own. Let some honest mechanic inv 
house, where, with a light at the common 

aloud the decrees of the National Assembly, on which he and 
his neighbors may comment. Before the meeting closes, id 
order to enhveii the company, which may feel a little gloomy on 
account of Marat's articles, let him read the patriotic, amusing 
imprecations of Pfire Duchesne."* — The advice is followed. At 
these meetings are read aloud pamphlets, newspapers, and cate- 
chisms despatched from Paris, the "Gazette Villageoise," the 
"Journal du Soir," the "Journal de la Montague," " P^ 
Duchesne," the " Revolutions de Paris," and " Lactos' Gazette." 
Revolutionary songs are sung, and, if a good speaker happens 
to be present, a formei" oratorien, lawyer, or pedagogue, he 
empties his dedamaiorj budget by expatiating on the Greeks 
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and Romans and proclaiming the regeneralion of the human 
species. Another, appeahng to women, wants to see "the decla- 
ration of ihe Rights of Man suspended 00 the walls of their 
bedrooms as their principal ornament, and, should war break 
out, these virtuous patriots, marching at the head of our armies 
like new bacchantes with dishevelled locks, brandishing the 
thyrsus.'' Shouts of applause greet this sentiment. The minds 
of the listeners, swept away by this gale of declamation, become 
overheated and ignite through mutual contact; like half-con- 
sumed embers that would die out if let alone, they kindle into 
a blaze when gathered together in a heap. — Their convictions, 
at the same time, gain strength. There is nothing like a coterie to 
make these lake root. In politics, as in religion, faith generating 
Ihe church, the latter, in its turn, nourishes faith ; in the club, as 
in the conventicle, each derives authority from the common 
unanimity, every word and action of the whole tending to prove 
each in the right. And all the more because a dogma which 
remains uncontested, ends in seeming incontestable; as the 
Jacobin lives in a narrow circle, carefully guarded, no contrary 
opinions find their way to him. Ihe public, in his eyes, seems 
two hundred persons ; their opinion weighs on him without any 
counterpoise, and, outside of their belief, which is his also, every 
Other belief is absurd and even culpable. Moreover, he dis- 
covers through this constant system of preaching, which is noth- 
ing but flattery, that he is patriotic, intelligent, virtuous, of which 
be can have no doubt, because, before being admitted into the 
dub, his civic virtues have been verified and he carries a printed 
certificate of them in his pocket. — Accordingly, he is one of an 
flilc corps, a corps which, enjoying a monopoly of patriotism, 
holds itself aloof, talks toud, and is distinguished from ordinary 
dtutens by its tone and way of conducting things. The club of 
PoDiarlicT, from the first,' prohibits its members from using the 
common ftwms of politeness. " MemlJers are to abstain from 
Hluiing their fdlow-citizens by removing the hat, and are to 
avoid the phrase, ' 1 have the honor to be,' and others of like 
import, in addressing persons." A proper idea of one's impor- 
tance is indispensable. " Does not the famous tribune of the 
Jacobins in Paris inspire traitors and impostors with fear? And 
do not anti- Revolutionists return to dust on beholding it?" 
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True enough, and in the provinces as well as at the capital, 
or, scarcely Is a club organised when it sets to work on the 
population generally. In many of the large cities, in Paris, 
Lyons, Ais and Bordeaux, there are two clubs in partnership,' 
one, more or less respectable and parliamentary, "composed 
partly of the members of the different branches of the adminis- 
tration and specially devoted to purposes of general utility," 
and the other, practical and active, made up of bar-room 
politicians and club-haranguers, who indoctrinate workmen, 
market - gardeners and the rest of the lower bourgeois class. 
The latter is a branch of the former, and, in urgent cases, sup- 
plies it with rioters. " We are placed amongst the people," says 
one of these subaltern clubs, " we read to them the decrees, and, 
through lectures and counsel, we warn them against the publica- 
tions and intrigues of the aristocrats. We ferret out and track 
plotters and their machinations. We welcome and advise all 
complainants; we enforce their demands, when just; finally, we, 
in some way, attend to all details." Thanks to these vulgar 
auxiliaries, but whose lungs and arms are strong, the party soon 
becomes dominant ; it has force and uses it, and, denying that its 
adverwries have any rights, it re-establishes privileges of every 
kind for its own advantage. 

III. 
Let us consider its mode of procedure in one instance and 
upon a limited field, the freedom of the press. In December, 
1790,' M. Etiennc, an engineer, whom Marat and Freron had 
denounced as a spy in their periodicals, brought a suit against 
them in the police court. The members sustaining the libel 
were seized, the printers summoned to appear, and M. Etienne 
claimed a public retracti*! or i^.oaa francs damages with costs. 
At this the two journalists, considering themselves infallible 
as well as exempt from arrest, are indignant, "It is of the ut- 
most importance," writes Marat, "that the informer should not 
be liable to prosecution as he is accountable only to the public 
for what he says and does for the public good." M. Etieiute's 
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advocate, therefore, is a traitor: " Monsieur Languedoc, I advise 
you lo keep your mouth shut ; rest assured thai if I can have 
you hung I will." M. Etienne, nevertheless, persists and obtains 
a first decision in his favor. Fire ana flame are at once belched 
forth by Marat and Freron : " Master Thorillon," exclaims Fr^- 
ron to the commissaty of police, "you shall be punished and 
held up to the people as an example!" This infamous decision, 
of course, had to be annulled. " Citizens," writes Marat, " go in 
a body lo the HAiel-de-ViUe and do not allow one of the guards 
to enter the court-room." — On the day of the trial, and in the 
most condescending spirit, but two grenadiers are let in, These, 
however, are too many and shouts from the Jacobin croivd arise ; 
"Turn 'em out ! We rule here." upon which the two grenadiers 
withdraw. Freron avers triumphantly, by way of compensation, 
thai he had counted in the court-room "sinty of the victors at 
the Bastille led by the brave Santerre, who intended to interfere 
in the trial" The interference, indeed, does take place anil first 
with the plaintifT. M. Etienne is assailed at the entrance of the 
court-room and nearly knocked down, being so maltreated as to 
be obliged to take refuge in the guard-room ; he is spit upon, and 
ihcy "move to cut off his ears." His friends receive "huniireiis 
of kicks," while he runs away, and the case is postponed. Il is 
called up again several times, but the judges are now lo be com- 
piled. A certain Mandart in the audience, author of a pamphlet 
on "Popular Sovereignty," springs to his feet and, addressing 
BaiHy, mayor of Paris, and president of the tribunal, challenges 
the court As usual Bailly yields, attempting to cover up his 
weakness with an honorable pretext: "Although a judge can be 
challenged only by the parties to a suit, the appeal of one citizen 
is sufficient for me and I leave the bench." The other judges, 
who arc likewise insulted and menaced, yield also, and, through 
a sophism which admirably illustrates the times, they discover 
in the oppression to which the plaintiff is subject a legal device 
by which they can color their disposition to administer justice. 
H. Elieimc having signified to them that neither he nor his 
counsel could attend in court, because their lives were in danger, 
the oottn tlecides thai M. Etienne, "failing to appear in person, 
or by counsd, is non-suited." Victorious shouts at once pro- 
ceed from the two journalists, while their articles on the case 
disBcminatcd throughout France relieve jurisprudence of the 
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trammels of decisions. Ary Jacobin after this may denounce, 
insult, and calumniate whomsoever he pleases with impunity, 
sheltered as he is from the action of courts, and held superior to 
the law. 

Let us see, on the other hand, what liberty they allow their 
adversaries. A fortnight before this, Mallet-Dupan, a writer of 
great ability, who, in the best periodical of ihe day, discusses 
i|uestions week after week free of all pereonalities, the most in- 
dependent, straight -forward, and honorable of men, the most 
eloquent and judicious advocate of public order and true liberty, 
is waited upon by a deputation from the Palais- Royal ,' consist- 
ing of about a dozen well-dressed individuals, civil enough and 
not too ill-disposed, but (juite satis^ed that they have a right to 
interfere; the conversation which ensues shows to what extent 
the current political creed had turned peoples' heads, 

" One of the party, addressing me, informed me that he and 
his associates were deputies of the Palais-Royal clubs, and that 
they had called to notify me that I would do well to change my 
principles and stop attacking the constitution, otherwise extreme 
fiakiice would be Imtughl to iear on me. ■ I replied that I recog- 
nised no authority but the law and that of the courts ; the law 
is your master and mine, and no respect Is shown to the consti- 
tution by assailing the freedom of the press." 

"The spokesman responded that the constitution was the 
common will. 'As hw is the rule of might, you are subject to 
the government of the strongest and you ought to submit to 
that. We notify you of the will of the nation and that is the I 
law." " 

Mallet-Dupan stated to them that he was not in favor of the 
ancient regime, but that he did approve of royal authority. 
"Oh." exclaimed all together, "we should be sorry not to have 
a king. We respect the King and maintain his authority. But 
you are forbidden to oppose the dominant opinion and the liberty 
which is decreed by the National Assembly," 

Mallet-Dupan, apparently, knows more about this than they 
do, for he is a Swiss by birth, and has lived under a republic for 
twenty years. But this does not concern them. They persist 
all the same, five or six talking at once, misconstruing the sense 
af the words they use, and each contradicting the other in points 
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of detail, but all agreeing to impose silence on him : " You should 
not run counter to the popular will, for in doing this you preach 
civil war, bring the assembly's decrees into contempt, and irrilatt 
the nation." 

Evidently they constitute the nation ; at all events they repre- 
sent it. Through this self- investiture they are at once magis- 
trates, censors, and police, while the scolded journalist is only 
too glad, in his case, to have them stop at injunctions. 

Three days before this he is advised that a body of rioters in 
his neighborhood "threatened to treat his house like that of M. 
de Castries," in which everything had been smashed and thrown 
out the windows. At another time, apropos of the suspensive 
or absolute veto, "four savage fellows came to his domicile to 
wajn him, showing him their pistols, [hat if he dared write in 
behalf o( M. Mounier he should answer for it with his life." 
ITius, from the outset, "just as the nation begins to enjoy the 
inestimable right of free thought and free speech, factional tyrants 
lu&e no time in depriving citizens of these, proclaiming to all 
that would maintain the integrity of their consciences : Tremble, 
die, or believe as we do .'" After this, to impose silence on those 
who express what is oflensive, the populace, the club, the section, 
decree and execute, each on its own authority,' searches, arrests, 
assaults, and, at length, assassinations. During the month of 
Jutte, i79>, "three decrees of arrest and fiileen denunciations, 
two acts of affixing seals, four civic invasions of his premises, and 
ibe confiscation of whatever belonged to him in France" is the 
experience of Mallet -Dupan. He passes four years " without 
knowing with any certainty on going to bed whether he should 
get out of it in the morning alive and free." Later on, if he 
escapes the guillotine and the lantern, it is owing to exile. On 
the loth of August, Suleau, a conservative journalist, is massa- 
cred in the street. — This shows how the party regards the free- 
dom of the press. Other liberties may be judged of by its 
encToachinenis on this domain. Law, in its eyes, is null when it 
prorcs an obstacle, and when it affords protection to adversaries ; 
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consequently there is no excess which it does not sanction for 
rtself, and no right which it does not refuse to others. 

There is no escape from the tyranny of the clubs. " That of 
Marseilles has forced the city officials to resign;' it has summoned 
the municipal body to appear before it; it has ignored the authority 
of the department, and has insulted the administrators of the law. 
Members of the Orleans club have kept the national Supreme 
(\)url under supervision, and taken part in its proceedings. 
Those of the Caen club have insulted the magistrates, and seized 
and burnt the records of the proceedings commenced against the 
cU*sin)ycn« of the statue of Louis XIV. At Alby they have 
I'on'ibly uKstractcd from the record-office the papers relating to 
an assassin's trial, and burnt them." The club at Coutance gives 
<hc deputies of its district to understand that '*no reflections must 
be east on tl)e laws of the people.*' That of Lyons stops an 
innlloiv train, under the pretext that the ministry in office does 
n\>i eni\>v tlie nation's confidence. — ^Thus docs the club evcry- 
»heie reign, or pre|vire to reign. On the one hand, at the 
eUH'tutns, w sets aside or suj^fiorts candidates; it alone votes, or, 
iU least, ionttols the voting: in short, the club is the elective 
powei, and ptaetieaUy, if not legally, enjoys the privileges of a 
l»\«hti\al aiistoeiaoy. On the other hand, it assumes to be a 
ii|>ontane\nw ) vlieo Kurvl ; it pre)xires and circulates the lists 
whuh dexi>;nate the lUdisjyxscvi, suspected, and lukewarm; it 
|od|;o^ u\i%vu(ution against noMes whose sons have emigrated; 
A^ ui\^i unx\\\\u\ (Miost^ who :<^tiU reside in their former parishes, 
M\A ,u;ouxt miMs. **mhvV!se vvnduct is unconstitutional"; it 
^M^Mu^*\^, \*n\N tx, ,u\d tvlv.KC* Kxul 4Uthoriticj ; it is itself a sup- 
|\lv UMU \«, xuivtuM, ,^i*.vl wsuTt*::xj: Authority, 

\il \\ ou^^^ xv*tx;*v:c t«<^,\ kmIsw its chdracier, and protest 
^i\*M».i ^ ^' V Ns>x tNxss vv>:.;:^^«vir 5a\^ a petition/ ** exists 

ki«UI\ i\*» M»»»»o»;^v.v> ;-A'^> A^A'.*'>; j^Kv^h^" Discussions 

\A« r- *^ ^ »*s »N\ v.»vi >Uh>,:^n \*,.\n:i> JiTt- nuvi^r under the seal of in- 
N.i^UMs .^^ »\\ \ MsV\^:x::vrcr.>ksurT«5deredtothemost 

,^M^s^^♦»o %».,^^»'»\. A'v nV-^^iv^w; *::S.^^: jlt. oi'ix?rtunity of 
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defending themselves. It is a veritable InijuisiHon^ It is the 
centre of seditious publications, a school of cabals and intrigue. 
Jf the citizens have to blush at the selection of unworthy candi- 
dates, they are all due to this class of associations 

Composed of the excited and the incendiary, of those who aim 
to rule the State," the club everywhere tends "to a mastery of 
the popular intelligence, to thwarting the municipalities, to an 
tamision of itself between these and ihe people," to an usurpa- 
tjon of legal forms and a "colossus of despotism." 

Vain complaints! The National Assembly, ever in alarm on 
its own account, shields the popular club and accords it its favor 
or indulgence. A journal of the party had recommended " the 
people to form themselves into small platoons." These platoons, 
one by one, are growing. Each borough now has a local 
oligarchy, a drilled and governing band. The formation of an 
uroy out of these scattered bands, simply retiuires a staff and a 
central rallying-jKiint. The central (>oini and the staff are both a 
long time ready in Paris, in the association of the " Friends of 
ihe Consiilution." 

IV. 
No association in France, indeed, dates farther back, and has 
sn e<]U3l prestige. It was born before the Revolution, April 30, 
1789,' Al the assembly of the States- General in Brittany, the 
deputies from Quimper, Hennebon, and Fontivy saw how 
important it was to vote in concert, and they had scarcely 
reached Versailles when, in common with others, they hired a 
ball, and, along with Mounier, secretary of the States- General 
of Dauphiny, and other deputies from the provinces, at once 
organised a union which was destined to last. Up to the 6ih 
of October, none but deputies were comprised in it ; after that 
date, on removing to Paris, in the library of the Jacobins, a 
UMiv^SU in the Rue St. Honor^, many weii-known eminent men 
were admitted, such as Condorcet, and then Laharpe, Ch^nier, 
ClumpfoR, David, and Talma, among the most prominent, with 
Olhct auihon and artists, the whole amounting to about a thousand 
notable personages. — No assemblage could be more imposing — 
(WO or three hundred deputies are on its benches, while its rules 
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and by-laws seem specially designed lo gather a superior body 
of men. Candidates for admission were proposed by ten mem- 
bers and afterwards voted on by ballot To be present a 
of its meetings required a card of admission. On one occasion, 
a member of the committee of two, appointed to verify these 
cards, happens to be the young Due de Chaitres. There i 
comroiltee on administration and a president Discussions locA 
place with parliamentary formalities, and, according to its stal 
utes, the questions considered there were those under debate ii 
the National .\ssembly.' In a lower hall, at certain hours, 
workmen received instruction and the c 
plained to them. Seen from afar, no society seems worthier of 
directing public opinion; near by, the case is dilTerent. In the 
departments, however, where distance lends enchantment, 
and where old customs prevail implanted by centralisation, it a 
accepted as a guide because its seat is at the capital, 
statutes, its regulations, its spirit, are all imitated ; it becomes 
the alma mater of other associations and they its adopted 
daughters. It publishes, accordingly, a list of all clubs conspio- 
uouBly in its journal, together with their denunciations; JI insists- 
on their demands; henceforth, every Jacobin in the remotest 
borough feels the support and endoi^ement, not only of hil 
local club, but again of the great club whose numerous oSsliooti 
overspread the territory and thus extend its all-powerful proiectioa 
to the least of its adherents. In return for this protection, each 
associated club obeys the word of command given at Paris, and, 
to and fro, from the centre to the extremities, a constant corre- 
spondence maintains the established harmony. A vast political 
machine is thus set agoing, a machine with thousands of amU| 
alt working at once under one impulsion, and the lever which. 
gives the motion is in the hands of a few master spirits io tha 
Rue St. Hon ore. 

No machine could be more effective; never was one s 
well contrived for manufacturing artiticial, violent public opinioOi 
for making this appear to be national, sponlar 
for conferring the rights of the silent majority on a vocifcroia 
minority, for forcing the surrender of the 
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uciics were veiy simple," says Gr^goire.' "It was understood 
that one of us should take advantage of the first favorable 
upporlunity to propose some measure in the National Assembly 
that was sure to be applauded by a small minority and cried 
down by the majority. But that made no difference. The pro- 
poser demanded, which was granted, that the measure should be 
referred to a committee in which its opponents hoped to see it 
buried. I'hcD the Paris Jacobins took iiold of it. A circular 
«3S issued, after which an article on the measure was printed 
in tbcir journal and discussed in three or four hundred clubs 
that were leagued together. Three weeks after this the Assembly 
was flooded with petitions irom every quarter, demanding a 
decree of which the hrst proposal had been rejected, and which 
it now passed by a great majority because a discussion of it had 
ripened public opinion." In other words, the As.sembly must go 
ahead or it will be driven along, in which process the worst 
cxficdienis are the best. Those who conduct the club, whether 
^natics or intriguers, are fully agreed on this point. 

At the head of the former cla.ss is Duport, once a counsellor 
io the parliament, who, after 1788, knew how to turn riois to 
accoutiL The first revolutionary conventicles were held in his 
house. He wants to plough deep, and his devices for burying 
the ploughshare are such that Si6yes, a radical, if there ever was 
ooe. dubbed it a "cavernous policy.'" Duport, on the aSlh of 
July. 17S9, is the organiser of the Committee on Searches, by 
which all favorably disposed informers or spies form in his hands 
a supervisory police, which fast becomes a police of provoca- 
He tinds recruits in the lower hall of the Jacobin club, 
workmen come lo be catechised every morning, while his 
bcDtcnants, the brothers Lauretle, have only to draw on the 
source for a zealous staff in a choice selection of their instru- 
"Ten reliable men receive orders there daily ;' each of 
these in turn gives his orders to ten more, belonging to different 
butalioDs in Paris. In this way each battalion and section 
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receives the saniu insurrectionary ordere, the same dentindatkms 
of the constituted authorities, of the mayor of Paris, of the 
president of the department, and of the commander of the 
National Guard," while all are secret. It is a work of darkni 
Its own chiefs call it "the Sabbat." They enlist ruffians along 
with fanatics. "They start a report that, on a certain day, 
there will be great commotion with assassinations and pillage, pre- 
ceded by the payment of money distributed from hand to hand 
by subaltern officers among those that can be relied on, and 
that these bands are to assemble, as advertised, within a radius 
of thirty or forty leagues." ' — One day, to provoke a riot, "half 
a dozen men, who have arranged the thing, form a small group, 
in which one of them Holds forth vehemently; at once a crowd 
of -nbout sixty others gathers around them, whereupon they 
draw and betake themselves to other places," to form fresh 
groups and make their excitement pass for popular irritation.— 
Another day, "about forty fanatics, with powerful lungs, and four 
or five hundred paid men," scatter themselves around the Tuil- 
eries, "yelling furiously," and, gathering under the windows of 
the Assembly, " move resolutions to assassinate." " Vour officers,* 
says a deputy, "whom you ordered to suppress this tumult, heard 
reiterated threats of bringing you the heads of those they wished 
to proscribe." That very evening, in the Palais-Royal, ■' I heard 
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a subordinate leader of this factious band boast of having 
enjoined your oflicere lo take this answer ^ack, adding that there 
was time enough yet for all good citizens to follow his advice." — 
The watchword of these agitators is, are you true f and the 
response is, a tnie man. Their pay is twelve francs a day, and 
when in action they make engagements on the spot at that rale. 
"From several depositions taken by ofhcere of the National 
Guard and at the mayoralty," it is ascertained that twelve francs 
a day were tendered to "honest people to join in with those you 
may have heard shouting, and some of them actually had 
the twelve francs put into their hands." — The money conies from 
the coffers of the Duke of Orleans, and they are freely dran'n 
upon; at his death, with a property amounting to 114,000,000 
francs, his debts amount to 74,000,000.' Being one of the 
Eiction, he contributes to its expenses, and, being the most opu- 
lent man in the kingdom, he contributes proportionately to his 
wealth. Not because he is a party leader, for he is too effeminate, 
too enervated ; but "his petty council,'" and especially one of 
his private secretaries, Laclos, cherishes great designs for him, 
rticir object being to make him lieutenant-general of the kingdom, 
afterwards regent, and even king,' so that ihey may rule in his 
name and "share the profits." — In the mean time ihey turn his 
whims to the best account, particularly Laclos, who is a kind of 
■Dbordinate Machiavelli, capable of anything, profound, depraved, 
and long indulging his fondness for monstrous combinations; 
nobody ever so coolly delighted in indescribable compounds of 
human wickedness and debauchery. In politics, as in romance, 
liis department is "Les Liaisons Dangereuses. " Formerly he 
BurKSuvred as an amateur with prostitutes and ruffians in the 
bahioQflbIc world ; now he manceuvres in earnest with the pros- 
litato and ruffians of the sidewalks. On the 5th of October, 
I789( he is seen, "dressed in a brown coat,"* foremost among 
the women starting for Versailles, while his hand' is visible "in 
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the Reveillon afTair, also in the burning of barriers and cbi- 
'eaux," and in ihe widespread panic which aroused all France 
■gainst imaginary bandits. His operations, says Malouet, " were 
all paid for by the Duke of Orleans " ; he entered into them 
"for his own account, and the Jacobins for theirs." — At this 
lime their alliance is plain to everybody. On the 21st of No- 
vember, 1790, Laclos becomes secretary of the club, chief of 
the department of correspondence, titular editor of its journal, 
and the invisible, active, atid permanent director of all iis enter- 
prises. Whether actual demagogues or prompted by ambition, 
whether paid agents or earnest revolutionists, each group works 
on its own account, both in concert, both in the same direction, 
and both devoted to the same undertaking, which is lo obtain 
power by every possible means. 

V. 
At first sight their success seems doubtful, for they are in s 
minority, and a very small one. At Besangon, in November, 
1791, the revolutionists of every shade of opinion and degree, 
whether Girondists or Montagnards, consist of about 500 or 600 
out of 3.000 electors, and, in November, 1792, of not more than 
the same number out of 6,000 and 7,000.' At Paris, in Novem- 
ber, 1791, there are 6.700 out of more than 81,000 on the rolls; 
in October, 1792, there are less than 14,000 out of 160,000.' 
At Troyes, in 1792, there are found only +00 or 500 out of 7,000 
electors, and at Strasbourg the same number out of S.ooo elect- 
ors.' Accordingly only about one-tenth of the electoral popu- 
lation are revolutionists, and if we leave out the Girondists and 
the semi -conservatives, the number is reduced by one-half. 
Towards the end of 1792, at Besan^on, scarcely more than 300 
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pure Jacobins are found in a population of from 25,000 to 
30,000, while at Paris, out of 700,000 inhabitants only 5,000 are 
Jacobins. It is certain that in the capital, where the most ex- 
citement prevails, and where more of them are found than else- 
where, never, even in a crisis and when vagabonds are paid ami 
b&ndits recruited, are there more than 10,000.' In a large town 
like Toulouse a representative of the people on missionary ser- 
vice wins over only about 400 persons.' Counting fifty or so in 
each small town, twenty in each large borough, and five or six 
in each village, we find, on an average, but one Jacobin to fifteen 
electors and National Guards, while, taking the whole of France, 
■II the Jacobins put together, they do not amount to 300,000.' — 
This is a small number for the enslavement of six millions of 
able-bodied men, and for installing in a country of twenty-six 
millions inhabitants a more absolute despotism than that of an 
Asiatic sovereign. Force, however, is not measured by numbers ; 
they form a band in the midst of a crowd and, in this disor- 
ganised, inert crowd, a band that is determined to push its way 
like an iron wedge splitting a log. 

The only defense a nation has against inward usurpation as 
weQ a4 invasion from without is its government. Government is 
the indispensable instrument of common action. Let it fail or 
Edtcr and the great majority, otherwise employed, undecided 
what to do and lukewarm, disintegrates and falls to pieces. Of 
the two governments around which the nation might have rallied, 
the first one, after July 14, 1789, lies prostrate on the ground 
where it slowly crumbles away; its phantom which rises up is 
uill more odious; the latter not only brings with it the same 
Knsdcss abuses and intolerable burdens, but, in addition to these, 
a yelping pack of claimants and recriminators; after 1790 it ap- 
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■I.Ml nHK —Jtmrw^ 4lt PmrU, number 1^;. HmciiH, J i,ty (, t ??). n elcclcd i:o>iinui>dn- 
iii rftjjf lA Ihc P((H ulknul (ugnl, by 9,o3t. ngainsi e.a^; v«ei given (nr bii ci>n|KV">'> 
WiJil. T** ii«iiiii«l Jiunl mnpiua ai tbu lime 110,0™ irgiitscd memben, bcudii 
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xr::^ m* rr'Jv: -r^nr-js- :riore irbttran* than ever at the head of a 

m 

.-';r..-^ l!^-:^^l'll ,*c' J^iry iwii^»w and grasping foreigners. — ^Thc 
.v"v^ O'vtmtncttc. :ta: ?usc vx»ttstructed bv the Constituent As- 
-vv.-'.' . s >*.* ?ai::\ v^^^ ^.^v^^^r that the majority cannot use it. 
"' > tv't iiioii^^i ?.' cs !i»iac; no political instrument ever seen 
• > ,**x.T ^'uik: iz cnxi-i so rocvierous and so powerless. An 
^-.*r^tw> ^«Ti.'r > neeceii ^? «c :t agoing; every citizen is 
..\:^xr: >* -^e :•.* c aLvuc two da*-* labor per week.' Thus 
^A'.-vc>4\ >rarroi i-iii Irat h.i!.f in motion, it poorly meets the 
■ ..•','u> .u;&*s ;«!>.♦><•: uLvn :c — che collection of taxes, public 
,i*:v .! !:c <-x;c?>v --te ,-irx:uIadon or" supphes. and security for 
,-\-s.vxr^ I'-rs' .11 k: ;r-L-ertv. Thrown o\-er by its own weight, 
^ v^-* ^..s. .J, iitx:c><:r -.uocrune in is place* illegal and energetic, 

t ;."«ic .•^■trr^Iise'i <ca^? whoever possesses the head 
-v's^c^i'C^ ;-x* xx:^ ';?v vnue ot i'eini led. :he French are in 
•*v "-i *u *i c«*.'i?i; v'iKiunKivef *;:e loi.' People in the provinces 
!• .-i-.i::.v.fl\ Tir'i :*K-'r ^« ?J :he cai-inL and, in a crisis, go 
.\.. ^:'v^'r^^::!0 .*it :*\: vaci:c r:ac rj osi the poe«tman what their 
^'.-.r-?.Tto!C :?^ Itc»> ^-lar^ver hones thi5 central government 
r. .•vv:> .'-* u.;: a.lvr'T. vie :iu:or:y aoj^jycs or submits to it.— 
"kv v.i>t; II .K- •ir>^ Vtao:. :ijo>c , i' ±e -jsoLitevi groups which 
%.-viC ^iiv .c -♦^;:rvir.'* c ior:: ~oc ir^i^e in the sanggle — it 
i>"^* £* iT»'ft\^ •jif.^u^h .n^^wn^r r.^urjie they imagine be- 
>ii!v. V MC ir^ac, -:!5<a:iL FrojTOi ^h.ch. uncer :r> impuls:on, 
^ i! ^•'•i?**! •.•H;*n '*'tii K :riass*' I:: the sevvcvi place, should a 
v«» >^^.u»i'i .^'^-•ui-'* uinierroke f? yiit :t iowr. they are not 
It t o.^«v-^i*vti ?.* vw.' jp the >crij:;;"e -:- iT i>- iv sTr^m^; 
•t^^^ V :-Kr JV.VIC -iet ot ,*rficia^s jer-eathei t^ :t by the 
^s>4'i..v-o: ^i'vc**t.rrv;'Tr. c ha^* -i:'- :r^ir.:sar.-:c wh:ch the>- have 
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man daily mak^ his round lo an^st those against whom he 
has a warrant. So long as instructions come from above in the 
hierarchical order of things, they are obeyed. From one end 
of the tcmtorj' to the other, therefore, the machine, with its 
hundred thousand arms, works efficaciously in the hands of 
ihosc who lia\e seized the lever at the central point, Reso- 
luti<M), audacity, rude energy, are all that are needed to make the 
lever act, and none of these are wanting in the Jacobin. 

Firat, he has faith, and faith at all times "moves mountains." 
Take any ordinary party recruit, an attorney, a second-rate 
lawyer, a shojikeeper. an artisan, and conceive, if yow can, the 
extraordinary effect of this doctrine on a mind so poorly pre- 
pared for it, so narrow, so out of proportion with the gigantic 
conception which has mastered tt. Formed for routine and the 
limited views of one in his position, he is suddenly carried away 
bj- a complete system of philosophy, a theory of nature and of 
man, a theory of society and of religion, a theory of universal 
history,' conclusions about the past, the present, and the future 
of humanity, axioms of absolute right, a system of perfect and 
final truth, the whole concentrated in a few rigid formulae as, for 
example : " Religion is superstition, monarchy is usurpation, 
priests are impostors, aristocrats are vampires, and kings are so 
many tyrants and monsters." These ideas flood a mind of this 
stamp like a vast torrent precipitating itself into a narrow gorge ; 
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they upset it, and, no longer under self-direction, they sweep it 
away. The man is beside himself. A plain bourgeois, a common 

laborer is not transformed with impunity into an apostle or liber- 
ator of the human species. — For, it is not his party thai he would 
save, but the entire race, Roland, just before the loih of Au- 
gust, exclaims "with tears in his eyes, should liberty die in France, 
she is lost to the rest of the worid forever! The hopes of phi- 
losophers will perish ! the whole earth will succumb to the cruel- 
lest tyrannyl"' — Gr^goire, on the meeting of the Convention, 
obtained a decree abolishing royalty, and seemed overcome with 
the thought of the immense benefit he had conferred on the 
human race. "I must confess," said he, "that for days I could 
neither eat nor sleep for excess of joy 1 " One day a Jacobin in 
the tribune declared r " We shall be a nation of gods ! " — Fancies 
like these bring on lunacy, or, at all events, they create disease. 
"Some men are in a fever all day long," said a companion of Su 
Just ; " I had it for twelve years."* Later on, " when advanced 
in life and trying to analyse their experiences, they cannot com- 
prehend it." Another states that, in his case, on a " crisis occur- 
ring, there was only a hair's breadth between reason and mad- 
ness." "When St. Just and myself," says Baudot, "discharged 
the batteries at Wissenbourg, we were most liberally thanked for 
it. Well, there was no merit in that ; we knew perfectly well 
that the shot could not reach us and do us harm." — Man, in 
this exalted state, is unconscious of obstacles, and, according to 
circumstances, rises above or falls below himself, freely spilling 
his own blood as well as the blood of others, heroic as a soldier 
and atrocious as a civilian ; he is not to be resisted in either 
direction for his strength increases a hundredfold through his 
fury, and, on his tearing wildly through the streets, people gel 
out of his way as on the approach of a mad bull. 

If they do not jump aside of their own accord, he will run at 
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them, for he is unscrupulous as well as funous. — In every polit- 
ical struggle certain kinds of actions are prohibited ; at all 
events, if the majority is sensible and wishes to act fairly, il 
repudiates them for itself. It will not violate any particular law, 
for, if one law is broken, this, tends to the breaking of others. 
It is opposed to overthrowing an established government because 
e%'ery interregnum is a return to barbarism. Ii is opposed lo the 
element of popular insurrection because, in such a resort, public 
[x>wer is sunrendered to the irrationality of brutal passion, It i.s 
opposed to a conversion of the government into a machine for 
confiscation and murder because it deems the natural function 
of government lo be the protection of life and properly. — The 
majority, accordingly, in confronting the Jacobin, who allows 
himself all this, is like a man deprived of his arms in close con- 
flict with one in full panoply.' The Jacobin, through principle, 
holds law in contempt, for the only taw which he accepts is the 
arbitrament of the people. He has no hesitation in proceeding 
against the government because, in his eyes, the government is 
a clerk which the people always has a right to remove. He 
welcomes insurrection because, through it, the people recover 
their inalienable sovereignty, A dictatorship suits him because 
by this means the people recover their sovereignty with no limita- 
tions. — Moreover, as with casuists, "the end justifies the means.''' 
"Let the colonies perish," exclaims a Jacobin in the Constituent 
Auembly, "rather than sacrifice a principle." "When the day 
comes," says St. Just, "which satisfies me that I cannot endow 
the French with mild, vigorous, and rational ways, inflexible 
against tyranny and injustice, thai day I will stab myself," and, 
in the mean time, he uses the guillotine against others. ■' We 
■rin convert France into a graveyard," exclaims Carrier, " rather 
than not regenerate it our own way!"^ To obtain possession of 
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I ihe gorenuDcnl, they 



2ie always reader to scuttle the s^B'^ 



I jMok iL From the first, thcf let loose on socictjr street rioB 
I Jacftteria in the rural distiicts, prostitutes and ruffians, the foul 
I and the savage. Throughout the strag^e they profit by the 
coarsest and most destructive passions, by the blindness, cred- 
ulity, and rage of an in&tuaied crowd, by dearth, by the fear of 
bandits, by rumors of conspiracy, by threats of invasion. At 
last, attaining to power through a general upheaval, they hold 
on to it through terror and ciecutions. — Straining will to the 
utmost, wiih no curb to check it, steadfastly beheving in its own 
right and with utter contempt for the rights of others, with 
Cuiaiical energy and the expedients of scoundrds, a minority 
employing such forces may easily overcome a majority. So true 
is it that, with faction itself, victory is always on the side of the 
few whose faith is greatest and who are the least unscrupulous. 
Four times between 1789 and 1794, political gamesters take their 
seats at a table whereon the stakes consist of supreme power, 
and four times in succession the " Impartiaux," the " Feuillants," 
the ■■ Girondists," and the " Dantonists," form the majority and 
lose the game. Four limes in succession the majority has no 
desire to break customary rules, or, at the very least, to infringe 
on any rule universally accepted, lo wholly disregard the teach- 
ings of experience, the letter of the law, the precepts of human- 
ity, the suggestions of pity. The minority, on the contrary, is 
determined beforehand to win at all hazards ; its opinion is the 
right one, and if rules are opposed to that, so much the worse 
for the rules. When the decisive moment comes, it claps a 
pistol to iti adversary's head, turns the table upside down, and 
decamps with the stakes. 
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: Jicobini in power. — The elections of 1791. — Proportion of plecn 
^ned by them. — I. Their siege operations. — Means used by them lo dis- 
couroge the majority of eleclots and conservative candidates. — Frequency 
of «leclioiii. — Eflecl of the oath. — II. Annoyances and dangers of pnlilic 
offices. — The ConslilDcats eacluded from Ihe Le(^s1a(i*c body. — III. The 
friends of order deprived of Ihe ti|[ht of free assemblage. — Violenl treat- 

iDcnt of their clubs in Paris and Ihe pruvincCE Legal prevention of 

OMuervaliTe associarioni. — IV. Turmoil al the elections of 1790. — Elections 

in 1791. — Effect of the King's Right. — Domiciliary visits Mortagne daring 

lh« clvclool period. — V. Intimidation and withdrawal of the Conserva- 
tives. — Popular outbreaks in Burgundy. Lyonnais, Provence, and the large 
cities. — Electoral proceedings of the JacntMns; examples at Aii, Du, an<l 
MontpelUer. — Agilalart go unpanished. — Denunciations by name. — Ma- 
piEHTtts with the peasantry. — (.ieneial tactics of the JacpbinSt 

In June, 1791, and during the five following monlhs, the class 
of active citizens ' are convoked to elect their elective rejtre- 
scntativcs, which, as we know, according to the law, are of every 
kind and degree; in the first place, there are 400,000 electors of 
the second degree and 745 deputies; next, one-half of the 
administrators of S3 departments, one-half of the administrators 
of 544 districts, one-half of the adminislratorB of 41,000 com- 
munes, and finally, in each mimicipality, the mayor and syndic- 
altDttiey; in each department, the president of the criminal 
coun and the prosecuting-allomey, and, throughout France, 
cifficcis of the National Guard ; in short, almost the entire body 
o( the agents and depositaries of legal authority. The garrison 
of the public citaijel is to be renewed, which is the second and 
even the third lime since 1789. — .\l each lime the Jacobins have 
crept into the place, in small bands, but this time they enter in 
large Iwdies. Petion becomes mayor of Paris, Manuel, syndic- 
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attorney, and Danton the substitute of Manuel; Robespierre is 
elected prosecu ting-attorney in criminal cases. The very firet 
week,' 136 new deputies enter their names on the club's register. 
In the Assembly the party numbers about 150 membeis. On 
passing all the posts of the fortress in review, we may estimate 
the besiegers as occupying one-third of ihem, and perhaps more. 
Their siege for two years has been carried on with unerring 
instinct, the extraordinary spectacle presenting itself of an entire 
nation legally overcome by a troop of factionists. 



I 



I. 

First of all, they clear the ground, and through the decrees 
forced out of the Constituent Assembly, they keep most of the 
majority away from the polls. — On the one hand, under the pre- 
text of better ensuring popular sovereignty, the elections are so 
muhipiied, and held so near together, as to demand of each 
active citizen one-sixth of his time ; such an exaction is very 
great for hard-working people who have a trade or any occupa- 
tion,* which is the case with the great mass ; at all events, with 
the useful and healthy portion of the population. Accordingly, 
as we have seen, it stays away from the polls, leaving the field 
0|>en to idlers or fanatics. 

On the other hand, by vinue of the constitution, the civic 
oath, which includes the ecclesiastical oath, is imposed on all 
electors, for, if any one takes the former and reserves the latter, 
his vote is thrown out ; in November, in the Uoubs, the munici- 
pal elections of thirty-three communes are invalidated solely on 
this pretext.' Not only forty thousand ecclesiastics are thus 
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remicreii unsworn {tinermentes), but again, all scrupulous Catho- 
lics lose the sight of suffrage, these being by far ihe most 
numerous in Artois, Doubs and the Jura, in the Lower and 
Upper Rhine district,' in the two Sevres and la Vendue, in the 
Lower Loire, Morbihan, Finisterre and C6tes du Nord, in 
Loz^ and AriJeche, without mentior»ing the southern depart- 
ments.* Thus, aided by the law which they have rendered 
impracticable, the Jacobins, on the one hand, are rid of alt 
sensible voters in advance, counting by millions; and, on the 
other, aided by a law which they have rendered intolerant, they 
are rid of the Catholic vote which counts by hundreds of 
thousands. On entering the electoral lists, consequently, thanks 
la this double exclusion, they find themselves confronted by only 
the smallest numbers of electors. 

IL , 

Operations must now be commenced against these, and a first 
-xpedient consists in depriving them of their candidates. The 
obligation of taking the oath has already partly provided for 
this ; in Loz^e all the ofhciab send in their resignations rather 
than take ihe oath ; ^ here are men who will not be candidates 
at Ihe coming elections, for nobody covets a place which is not 
to be permanent; in general, the su|)pression of all party can- 
didatures is effected in no other way than by making the post of 
a nugistrate distasteful. — On this principle the Jacobins find 
tliemselves successful by promoting and taking the lead in innu- 
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merable rioc? ixifrwg dxe E^inx^ die odicals and the derks, against 
cocLek ecclesoscek ccn-osilfirs xnd Lmd-owncrs. against everj 
sp^icies cf piibiic iiooricy w!Lirev«r ics origin. Everywhere the 
au:hord.e> ore ccczscraiccd to cci^nre or excuse murders, pillage 
and incesciarisci. or. ar die Terr lease insurrections and dis- 
obediecce. For rwo jears x auvor nxns tbe risk of being hung 
OQ rrocUimfng oardol Liw : a capcaxn is not sure of his men on 
marchicg: co protect i tu. levy : a judge on tbe bench is threat- 
ened it he coademzxs the ™murifTS who derastate the national 
63rests. Tbe axa£s>tnirt*« viiose dutr it is to see that the law is 
respected, is consciady ooiiied to strain the law. or allow it to be 
soained : if reoactorv. a summarr blow dealt bv the local Jaco- 
bins forces his le^ authority to yield to their illegal dictaticm, so 
that he has to resign himself to being either their accomplice or 
their puppeL Such a role is intolerable to a man of feding 
or conscience. Hence, jn 1790 and 1791, nearly all the (Nromi- 
iient and reputable men who. in i7S9« had seats in the Hotek- 
de-\'illes« or held command in the National Guard, all country- 
gentlemen, chevaliers of St. Louts^ old parliamentarians, the 
upper ^^ur^iTcisi^ and large landed-proprietors, retire into private 
life and renounce public fjnctions which are no longer tenable. 
Instead of offering themselves to public suffrage they avoid it, 
and the party of order, tar from electing the magistracy, no 
longer even tinds candidates for it. 

Through an excess of precaution, its natural leaders have been 
legally disqualified, the principal offices, especially those of deputy 
and minister, being interdicted beforehand to the influential men 
in whom we tind the little common sense gained by the French 
people during the pwist two years. — In the month of June, 1791, 
even after the irreconcilables had parted company i^ith the 
'* Right," there still remained in the Assembly about 700 mem- 
bers who, adhering to the constitution but determined to repress 
disorder, would have formed a sensible legislature had they been 
re-elected. All of these, except a verj* small group of revolu- 
tionists, had learned something by experience, and, in the last 
days of their session, two serious events, the king's flight and the 
riot in the Champ de Mars, had made them acquainted with the 
defects of their machine. With this executive instrument in their 
hands for three months, they see that it is racked, that things are 
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loilcring, and that they themselves are being run over by fanatics 
and the populace. They accordingly attempt to put on a drag 
and several even think of retracing their steps.' They cut loose 
from the Jacobins ; of the three or four hundred deputies on the 
club list in the Rue St Honore' but seven remain ; the rest form 
at the Fcuillants a distinct opposition club, and at its head are 
ils first founders, Duport, the two Lamelhs, Bamave, the authors 
of the constitution, all the fathers of the new regime; in the 
last decree of the Constituent Assembly they loudly condemn 
the usurpations of popular associations, and not only interdict to 
them all meddling in administradve or political matters, but 
likewise any collective petition or deputation.' — Here may the 
friends of order find candidates whose chances are good, for, 
during two years and more, each in his own district is the most 
conspicuous, the best accredited, and the most influential man 
there ; he stands well with his electors on account of (he popu- 
Urity of the constitution he has made, and it is very probable 
ihat his name would rally to it a majority of votes. — TTie Jaco- 
bins, however, have foreseen this danger. Four months previous 
10 thn,* with the aid of the Court, which never missed an op- 
pontinity to ruin itself and everything else.* they made the most 
of the raocore of the " Right" and the lassitude of the Assem- 
hl]f ; bgged and disgusted, in a fit of mistaken disinterestedness, 
the Assembly, through impulse and taken by surprise, passes an 
act dedariog all its members ineligible for election to the follow- 
ing AsKfObly, which is tantamount to the displacement in ad- 
vance of the staff of honest men. 

^tpL 4,IT9t. **ThcduBC«ia the nf of Ihinkmg of ihc democnu it evtnonlknwT : ihvy 
■W leflB vmAmotA dul it » inpoiilbk to make ihe ConsliluEiDn wotIl Bjniavc. id <ny 
•«■ koavMcr. h*t declvcd ibat the iaflumcf of jucmblict in iHc TiKun ihoukl be luniird 

AflBl m im^^ Iat* fmmtA « mcjutkn i« K|Bnic from ihe Jkcobim ; ihey pumbci jibnul 
yn-— Tta HB dcpattci aha mnuo u Itie JicdUii aiib, br Rabsi^Em. P«uin. Gr«. 
pnn; Bom, CgndK. and Abtri Rvrs. 
*DBaat rfSipt 9%j^ 1791, virh report aad imtmctiofu of Uic Coounirne on ihv Cod. 



n Pun, i)h cgsit vgud ■! 



THE REl'OLCTIOX, book iv 



III. 
If the Utter, in spite of so many drawbacks, attempt a strug- 
gle, the>' are arrested at the very nrst step. For. to enter upoo 
an electoral campaign, requires preliminary meeCiogs for con* 
ference and to understand each other, while the &cultv of form- 
ing an association, which the law grants them as a right, is 
actually withheld from them by their adversaries. As a begin- 
ning, the Jacobins hooted at and *' stoned"* the members of the 
*' Right " ' holding their meetings in the Salon fnut^ais of the 
Rue Royale, and, according to the prevailing rule, the police 
tribunal, ** considering that this assemblage is a cause of disturb- 
ance, that it produces gatherings in the street, that only t-iolent 
means can be employed to protect it,** orders its dissolution.— 
Towards the month of August, 1790, a second club is organised, 
and, this time, composed of the wisest and most liberal men. 
Malouet and Count Qermont-Tonnerre are at the head of it It 
takes the name of '* Friends of a Monarchical Constitution,** and 
s desirous of restoring public order by maintaining the reforms 
which have been reached. All formalities on its part have been 
complieil with. There are already about 800 members in Paris. 
Sul/»criptions flow into its treasury. The provinces send in 
numerous adhesions, and, what is worse than all. bread is distrib- 
uted by them at a reduced price, by which the people, probably, 
will be conciliated. Here is a centre of opinion and influence, 
analojzous to that of the Jacobin club, which the Jacobins cannot 
tolerate.* M. de Clermont-Tonnerre having leased the summer 
Vauxhall, a captain in the National Guard notifies the proprietor 
of it that if he rents it, the patriots of the Palais-Royal will 
march to it in a body, and close it ; fearing that the building 
will be damaged, he cancels the lease, while the municipality, 
which fears skirmishes, orders a suspension of the meetings. 
The club makes a complaint and follows it up, while the letter 
of the law is so plain that an official authorisation of the club is 
finally granted. Thereupon the Jacobin newspapers and stump- 

' M. de M'mtl'iMcr, " Memnire»," II. 309. " As Taf as concerns myself, truth compels oat 
to viy, that I was Atnick on the head by three aurr>ts and two cabbages only. "—Archives ol 
thr prefecture of police (decisions of the police court. May 15, 1700). Momitmr^ V. 437. 
" The prompt attendance of the members at the hour of meeting, in spite of the hooting* and 
murmurings of the crowd, xeeaed to convince the people that this was yet another coo- 
sptracy against lit)crty." 

* Malouet. II. 50 —AfetvMfx de ^ramce, Jan. 7, Feb. 5, and Aped 9, 1791 (letter of a owni- 
bcr of the Monarchical Club). 
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speakers let loose iheir fury against a future rival that threatens 
to dispute their empire, On the 13d of January, 1791, Bamave, 
in the National Assembly, using a metaphor which can be con- 
strued into a provocation to murder, accuses the members of the 
new club "of giving the people bread that carries poison with it." 
Four days after this, M. Oermont-Tonnerre's dwelling is assailed 
by an armed throng. Malouet, on leaving it, is almost dragged 
from his carriage, and the crowd around him cry out, "There 

goes the b who denounced the people ! " — At length, its 

founders, who, out of consideration for the municipality, have 
waited two months, hire another hal! in ihe Rue des Petites- 
Ecuries, and on the 28th of March begin their sessions. " On 
reaching it," writes one of them, " we found a mob composed of 
drunkards, screaming boys, ragged women, soldiers exciting them 
on, and especially those frightful hounds, armed with stout, 
knotty cudgels, two feet long, which are excellent skull-crackers." ' 
The thing was made up beforehand. Al first there were only 
three or four hundred of them, and, ten minutes after, five or six 
hundred; in a quarter of an hour, there are perhaps four 
thousand flocking in from all sides; in short, the usual make-up 
of an insurrection, "ITie people of the quarter certified that 
they did not recognise one of the faces." Jokes, insults, 
cuffings, clubbings, and sabre-cuts, — the members of the club 
"who agreed to come unarmed" being dispersed, while several 
are knocked down, dragged by the hair, and a dozen or fifteen 
more are wounded. To justify the attack, white cockades are 
shown, which, it is pretended, were found in their pockets. 
Mayor Bailly arrives only when it is all over, and, as a measure 
of "public order," Ihe municipal authorities have the club of 
Constitutional Monarchists closed for good. 

Owing to these outrages by the faction, with the connivance 
of the authorities, other similar clubs are suppressed in the same 
way. There are a good many of them, and in the principal towns 
— "Friends of Peace," " Friends of the Country," "Friends of the 
King, of Peace, and of Religion," "Defenders of Religion, Per- 
sons, and Property." Magistrates and officers, the most cultivated 
and polished people, are generally members; in short, the ^lite 
of the place. Formerly, meetings took place for conversa- 
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tion and debate, and, being long-established, the club naturally 
passes over from literature to politics. — The watch-word against 
all these provincial clubs is given from the Rue St. Honore.' 
" They are centres of conspiracy, and must be looked aftet" 
forthwith, and be at once trodden out— At one time, as at 
Cahors,' a squad of the National Guard, on its return from an 
expedition against the neighboring gentry, and to finish its task, 
breaks in on the club, "throws its ftimilure out of the win- 
dows, and demolishes the house." — At another time, as at 
Perpignan, the excited populace surrounds the club, dancing a 
t.indango. and yell out, to ike lantern ! The club-house ii 
sacked, while eighty of its members, covered with braises, an; 
shut up in the citadel for their safety.' At another time, as at 
Aix, the Jacobin club insults its adversaries on their own prem- 
ises and provokes a scuffle, whereupon the municipality causet 
the doors of the assailed club to be walled up and issues war- 
rants of arrest against its members. — Always punishment awaiu 
them for whatever violence they have to submit to. Their mere 
existence seems an offence. At Grenoble, they scarcely assemble 
before they are dispersed. The (act is, they are suspected of 
^^ineivism;" their intentions may not be right; in any event, 
they cause a division of the place into two camps, and that is 
enough. — In the department of Card, their clubs are all broken 
up, by order of the department, because " they arc centres of 
malevolence." At Bordeaux, the municipality, considering thai 
"alarming reports are current of priests and privileged persons 
returning to town," prohibits all reunions, except that of the 
Jacobin club. — Thus, " under a system of liberty of the most 
exalted kind, in the presence of that famous Declaration of the 
Rights of Man which legitimates whatever is not unlawful." 
and which postulates equality as the principle of the French 
constitution, whoever is not a Jacobin is excluded from common 
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rights. An intolerant dub sets itself up as a holj' church, and 
proscribes others which have not received from it "orthodox 
baptism, civic inspiration, and (he gift of tongues." To het 
alone belongs ihe right of assemblage, and the right of making 
prose!>tcs. Conservative, thoughtful men in all towns through- 
out the kingdom are forbidden to form electoral committees, to 
possess a tribune, a fund, subscribers and adherents, lo cast the 
weight of ihdr names and common strength into the scale of public 
opinion, to gather around their permanent nucleus the scattered 
multitude of sensible people, who would hke to escape from the 
Revolution without falling back into the ancient regime. Let 
ibem whisper amongst themselves in corners, and they may still 
l>e tolerated, but woe to them if they would leave their lonely 
retreat lo act in concert, (o canvass voters, and support a candi- 
date. Up to the day of voting they must remain in the 
presence of their combined, active, and obstreperous adversaries, 
scattered, inert, and mute. 

IV. 
Will thejr at Icasi be able to vote freely on that day ? They 
are not sure of it, and, judging by occurrences during the past 
jrear.it b doubtful, — In the month of April, 1790, at Bois d'Aisy, 
in Burgundy, M. de Bois d'Aisy, a deputy, who had Tctumed 
ffmn Paris 10 deposit his vote,' was publicly menaced ; he was 
g^roi to understand that nobles and priests must take no part in 
the elections, while many were heard to say, in his hearing, that 
in order to prevent this it would be well to hang him. Very 
near to Ste. Colombe, M. de Viieaux was driven out of the 
dectotal assembly, and then put to death after three hours of 
torture. The same thing occurred at Seraur; two gentlemen were 
knocked down with clubs and stones, another saved himself with 
diScaliyi and a cur6 died after being stabbed six times. — This is 
a viniing fur ecclesiastics and for gentlemen ; they will do well 
to abatain from voting, and the same good advice may be given 
to dealers in grain, to land-owners, and every other suspected 
penon. For this is the day on which the people recover their 
Kweieignty ; the violent believe that they have the right to do 
exactly what suits them, nothing being more natural than to ex- 
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elude candidates in advance who are distnisted, or (iectois whc 
do not vote as the)- ought to. — At Villeneuve-St.- Georges, near 
Paris,' a banisler, a man of austere and energetic character, is 
about to be elected judge by the district electors ; the populace, 
however, mistrust a judge likely to condemn marauders, and 
forty or fifty vagabonds collect together under the windows and 
cry out: "We don't want him elected." The cure of Crosne, 
president of the electoral assembly, informs them in vain 
the assembled electors represent 90 communes, nearly lot 
■nhabitanis, and that "40 persons should not prevail against 
100.000." Shouts redouble and the electors renounce their can- 
didate. — At Pau, patriots among the militia* forcibly release one 
of their imprisoned leaders, circulate a list for proscriplioD^ 
attack a poll-teller with their fists and afterwards with sabnSi 
until the proscribed hide themselves away ; on the following dajr 
"nobody is disposed to attend the electoral assembly." — ^Thmgi 
are much worse in 1791. In the month of June, just at the time 
of the opening of the primary meetings, the king has fled ttt 
Varennes, the Revolution seems compromised, civil war and a 
foreign war loom up on ihe horizon like two spectres ; 
National Guard had everywhere taken up arms, and the Jaco- 
bins were making the most of the universal panic for their ont 
advantage. To dispute their votes is no longer the question ; 
is not well to be seen now ; among so many turbulent gatheringi 
a popular execution is soon over. The best thing now for royai- 
ists, consntutionalists, conservatives and moderates of evefj 
kind, for the friends of law and of order, is to stay at home- 
happy if they may be allowed to remain there, lo which lh« 
armed commonalty assents only on the condition of tnaking 
them fre(|uent visits. 

Consider their situation during the whole of the dectotal 
period, in a tranquil district, and judge of the rest of France hf 
this comer of it. At Mortagne,' a small town of 6,000 % 
the laudable spirit of 1789 still existed up to the journey \a 
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Varennes. Among the forty or fifty families of nobles were a 
good many liberals. Here, as elsewhere among the gentry, the 
clergy and the middle class, the philosophic education of the 
eighteenth century had revived the initiative spirit of old pro- 
vincjal times, while the entire upper class had zealously and 
gratuitously undertaken public duties which it alone could well 
perfonn. District presidents, mayors, and municipal officers, 
were all chosen fnam among ecclesiastics and the nobles ; the 
three principal officers of the National Guard were chevaliers of 
St. Louis, while other grades were filled by the leading people 
of the community. Thus had the free elections placed authority 
■0 the hands of the socially superior, the new order of things 
Itsting on the legitimate hierarchy of conditions, educations, and 
cipftciiies. — For sin months, however, the club, formed out of 
"« dozen hot-headed, turbulent fellows, under the presidency 
and in the hands of a certain Rattier, formerly a cook," worked 
Bpon the populace and the rural districts. Immediately on the 
receipt of the news of the King's flight, the Jacobins "give out 
that nobles and priests had supplied him with money for his de- 
{MTtitre. to bring about a counter-revolution." One family had 
giveo such an amount, and another so much ; there was no doubt 
aboat it; the precise figures are given, and given for each family 
Kcording to its known resources. — Forthwith, "the principal 
dnbbists, associated with the suspicious portion of the National 
Giurd," spread through the streets in squads, and enters the 
ho«»cs of the nobles and of other suspected persons ; all the 
aims, "guns, pistols, swords, hunting-knives, and sword-canes." 
are carried off. Every hole and corner is ransacked ; they make 
the inmates open, or they force open, secretaries and dothes- 
pTESses in search of ammunition, the search extending " even to 
the ladies' loilette-tables"; by way of precaution "they break 
tt>ck» of pomatum in two, presuming that musket-balls are con- 
cealed ia them, and they take away hair-powder under the pre- 
tew that it is cither colored or masked gunpowder." Then. 
without disbanding, the troop betakes itself to the environs and 
into the country, where it operates with the same celerity in the 
cblieaiix, so thai "in one day all honest citizens, those with the 
Otos pTDpeny and furniture to protect, are led without arms at 
Ifac mercy of the first robber that comes along." All reputed 
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aristocrats are disarmed. Those are reputed aristocrats who I 
"disapprove of the enthusiasm of the day, or who do not attend 1 
the chib, or who harbor any unsworn ecclesiastic," and, first of 
all, "the officers of the National Guard who are nobles, begin- 
.ing with the commander and his entire statT." — ^The latter a!lo" 
their swords lo be taken without resistance, and with a forb«r- 
ance and patriotic spirit of which their brethren everywhere 
furnish an example, "they are obliging enough to remain at 
posts so as not to disorganise the army, hoping that this freiu)' 
will soon come to an end," contenting themselves with making 
their complaint to the department. — But in vain ; the depanment 
orders their arras to be restored to them. The clubbists refiae 
to give them up so long as the king refuses to accept the Coo- 
Btitution; meanwhile they do not hesitate to say that "at dK 
ver}' first gun on the frontier, they will cut the throats of all the 
nobles and unsworn priests." — After the royal oath to the Con- 
stituMon is taken, the department again insists, but no aiteniiotl 
is paid to it. On the contrary, the National Guard, dragging 
i along with them, purposely station themselves befoic 
s of Bic unarmed gentry ; the iadits of ihejr (ainffies 
are followed in the streets by urchins who sing {a ira in tbof 
faces, and, in the final refrain, they mention them by name and 
promise them the lantern ; " not one of them could invite a doufl 
of his friends to supper without incurring the risk of an ebuU^ 
tion." — On the strength of this, the old chiefs of the Nationil 
Guard resign, and the Jacobins turn the opportunity to accouoL 
In contempt of the law the whole body of officers is rencwedi 
and, as peaceable folks dare not deposit their votes, the t 
itaff'is composed of Infuriated men, taken for the most paili; 
from the lowest class." With this purged militia the club expc 
nuns, drives off unsworn priests, organises expeditions in tht 
neighborhood, and goes so far as to purify suspected municipal 
ries.' — So many acts of violence committed in town and cotintryf 
render town and country uninhabitable, and for the ^lite o 
proprietors, or for well-bred persons, there is no longer ai^ 
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asylum but Paris. After the first disamiamenl seren or eight 
families take refiige there, and a dozen or fifteen more join then, 
after a threat of having their throats cut ; after the religious 
persecution, iinswom ecclesiastics, the rest of the nobles, and 
countless other townspeople, "even with little tneans," betake 
themselves there in a mass. There, at least, one is lost in the 
crowd ; one is protected by an incognito against the outrages of 
the commonalty ; one can live there as a private individual In 
the provinces even civil rights do not exist ; how could any one 
there exercise political rights? "AU honest citizens are kepi 
away from the primary meetings by threats or maltreatment. 
. . , The battle-field remains with those who pay forty-five 
sous of taxes, more than one-half of them being registered on 
tiie poor list." — See how the elections are decided beforehand \ 
Tbc old cook is the one who authorises or creates candidatures, 
and on tlie election of the department deputies at the county 
town, ttw electors elected are veritably, like himself, Jacobins.' 



Such is iJie pressure under which voting takes place in France 
during the summer and fall of 1791. Domiciliary visits and dis- 
armament everywhere force nobles and ecclesiastics, landed pro- 
pfictors and jteople of culture, to abandon ibeir homes, to seek 
refiige in the large towns and to emigrate,' or, at least, confine 
thcnuelves strictly to private life, to abstain from all propagand- 
BTO, &x«n every candidature, and from all voting. It would be 
tnadncss to be seen in so many cantons where perquisitions ler- 
ninatc in a jacquerie; in Burgundy and the Lyonnais, where 
castles are sacked, where aged gentlemen are mauled and left 
far dead, where M. de Guillin has just been assassinated and cut 
10 ptece» ; at Marseilles, where conservative party leaders are im- 
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prisoned, where a regiment of Swiss guards under arms scsicdjr 
suffices to enforce the verdict of the court which sets them at lil>- 
erty, where, if any indiscreet person opposes Jacobin resohitiooi 
his mouth is dosed by being notified that he will be buried alive; 
at Toulon, where the Jacobins shoot down all conservatives umJ 
the regular troops, where M. de Beaucaire, captain in the navy, 
is killed by a shot in the back, where the club, supported by the 
needy, by sailors, by navvies, and " vagabond pedlars, " main- 
tains a dictatorship by right of conquest; at Brc&t. at Tulle, it 
Cahors, wliere at this very moment gentlemen and oflkeis are 
massacred in the street. It is not surprising that honest people 
turn away from the ballot-box as from a centre of cutthroats — 
Nevertheless, let them come if they like ; it will be easy to gel rid 
of them. At Aix, the assessor whose duty it is to read the elect- 
ors' names is informed that " the names should be called out by 
\n unsullied mouth, that, being an aristocrat and fanatical, he 
could neither speak nor vote," and, without further cereniony, 
tiiey put him out oflhe room.' The process is an admirable one 
for converting a minority into a majority and yet here is another, 
slill more effectual.— At Dax, the Feuillants, taking the title ol 
" Friends of the French Constitution," separate from the Jao 
bins,' and, moreover, insist on excluding from the National Guard 
" foreigners without property or position," the passive ciliieM 
who are admitted Into it in spite of the law, who usurp the right 
of voting and who " daily affront tranquil inhabitants." Con- 
sequently, on election day, in the church where the primary 
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meeting is held, two of the Feuiliants, I.aurfedc, formerly collector 
of the vingtiime!, and Brunache, a glazier, propose to exclude an 
intruder, a servant on wages. The Jacobins at once rush forward. 
Laur^de is pressed back on the holy-water basin and wounded on 
the head ; on trying to escape he is seized by the hair, thrown 
down, pierced in the arm with a bayonet, put in prison, and Bru- 
nache along withhim. Eight days afterwards, at the second meet- 
ing none are present but Jacobins; naturally, " they are all elected " 
and form the new municipality, which, notwithstanding the or- 
ders of [he department, not only refuses to liberate the two pris- 
oners, but consigns them to a dungeon. — At Monlpellier, the de- 
lay in ihe operation is greater, but it is only the more complete. 
The votes are deposited, the ballot-boxes closed and sealed u[i 
and the conservatives obtain a majority. Thereupon the Jacobin 
club, with the band of " iron-clubs, " calling itself the Execufhe 
powtr, betake themselves in force to the sectional meetings, burn 
one of the ballottings, use firearms and kill two men. To restore 
order the municipality stations each company of the National 
Guard at its captain's door, and the moderates among them nat- 
urally obey orders, but the violent party do not. They overrun 
the town, numbering about z,ooo inhabitants, enter the houses. 
kill three men in the street or in their domiciles, and force the ad- 
ministrative body to suspend their electoral assemblies. In addi- 
tion to this they require the disarmament " of the aristocrats," and 
this not being done soon enough, they kill an artisan who is 
walking in the street with his mother, cut off his head, bear it 
aloft in triumph and suspend it in tront of his dwelling. The au- 
thorities, thus persuaded, accordingly decree a disarmament and 
the victors parade the streets in a body. Either on account of 
their jollity, or as a precaution, they fire at the windows of 
pected houses as they pass along and happen to kill an addit 
al man and woman. During the three following days six hun- 
dred families emigrate, while the authorities report that every- 
thing is going on well and that peace is restored ; " the electi 
they say, " are now proceeding in the quietest manner on accoiini 
of the ill-intentioned voluntarily keeping away from them, a large 
number having left the town." ' A void is created around the 
ballot-box and this is called the unanimity of voters. 
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The effect of such executions is great and not many of ihi 
are requisite ; a few suffice when successful and when they go un* 
punished, which is always the case. Henceforth all that the Jic- 
obins have to do is to threaten ; people no longer resist thea, 
for they know that it costs loo much to face them down ; ihcy do. 
not care to attend electoral meetings and there meet in&uli 
danger ; they acknowledge defeat at the start. Have not the Jac- 
obins irresistible arguments, without taking blows into account? 
At Paris,' Maral in three successive numbers of his paper has just 
denounced by name " the rascals and thieves " who canvass fcr 
electoral nominations, not the nobles and priests but ordinaiy 
citizens, lawyers, architects, physicians, jewellers, stationers, p^n^ 
ers, upholsterers and other mechanics, each name being given ifl 
full with the professions, addresses and one of the following quali- 
fications, " hypocrite {lartuft), immoral, dishonest, bankrupt, in- 
former, usurer, cheat," not to mention others that I cannot tiant- 
cribc. It must be noted that this slanderous list may become x- 
prescriptive list, and that in every town and village in France 
similar lists arc constantly drawn up and circulated by the local 
club, which enables us to judge whether the struggle between It 
and its adversaries is a fair one. — As to rural electors, it has suit- 
able means for persuading them, especially in the innumenbic 
cantons ravaged or threatened by the Jaci/uerUs, or, for exam] 
in Corrfeze, where " the whole department is overspread with 
surrections and devastations, and where nobody talks of anything 
but of hanging the officers who serve papers."' llutiu^ 
out the electoral operations the sittings of the club are 
iient ; " its electors are incessantly summoned to its meetings 
at each of these "the main question is the destruction of fish- 
ponds and rentals, their principal speakers summing it all up l^r 
saying that none ought to be paid." The majority of elccton. 
composed of rustics, are found to be sensitive to eloquence of thi» 
kind ; all its candidates are obliged to express themselves agaiiut 
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fishponds and rentals ; its deputies and the public prosecuting- 
attorney are nominated on this profession of faith; in other words, 
to be elected, the Jacobins promise to greedy tenants the incomes 
and property of their owners. — ^We already see in the proceed- 
ings by which they secure one-third of the offices in 1791 the 
germ of the proceedings by which they will secure the whole of 
them in 1792; in this first electoral campaign their acts indicate 
not merely their maxims and policy but, again, the condition, edu- 
cation, spirit and character of the men whom they place in power 
locally as well as at the capital 



CHAPTER IV. 

I. Compoxition or ihe Legi&lalive Assembly.— Sociit] rank of die Dr|i«- 
des. Their inexperience, incnmpelence, and prejudices. — II. Degree ind 
quality of iheir intelligence and culture. — III. Aspect of their 
Scenes and display at Ihe club. — Co-operation of ipecintors. — IV. Pirtiei.— 
The "Right."— The "Centre."— The "Left."— Opinions 
of the Girondisls. — TTieCr allies of Ihe extreme " Left." — V. Their 
of action. — Disperiion of the Feuillanis club. — Pressare of the Iribnneitii 
the Assembly.— Street mobs. — VL Parliamentary mantieovres. — Abasetof 
urgency. — Vole on the principle. — Call by name, — Intimidation of liic 
"Centre." — Opponents inactive. — The majorily finally disposed ot 

I. 

If it be true that a nation should be represented by its sup«not 
men, France was singularly represented during the Revoluiiofl' 
From one Assembly to another we see the level steadily declin- 
ing ; especially is the fall very great from the Constituent t 
legislative Assembly. The actors entitled to perform withdraw 
just as they begin lo understand their parts; and yet more, 
they have excluded themselves from the theatre, while the sisge 
is surrendered to their substitutes. "The preceding Assembly," 
writes an ambassador,' "contained men of great talent, large 
fortune, and honorable name, a combination which had an i 
posing effect on the people although violently opposed lo p 
sonal distinctions. The actual Assembly is but little more ihaB 
a council of lawyers, got together from every town and village 
in France." Out of 745 deputies, indeed, "400 lawyere belong, 
for Ihe most part, lo the dregs of the profession"; there 3 
about twenty constitutional priests, " as many poets and literary 
men of but little reputation, almost all without any pairimony,** 
the greater number being less than thirty years ild, sixty bcin, 
less than twenty-six, while nearly all of them are outgrowths a 
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the clubs and the popular assemblies.' There is not one noble 
or prelate belonging to the ancient regime, no great landed pro- 
prietor,' no head of the service, no eminent specialist in diplomacy, 
in finance, in administrative force, or in military art. But three 
general officers are found there, and these are of the lowest rank,' 
one of them having held his appointment but three months, and 
the other two being wholly unknown. — At the head of ihe 
diplomatic committee stands Brissot, a perambulating journalist, 
lately a rover about England and the United States, and sup- 
posed to be competent in the affairs of bath worlds ; in reality he 
is one of those presuming, threadbare, talkative fellows, who, liv- 
ing in a garret, lectures foreign cabinets and reconstructs all Eu- 
rope ; things, to them, seem as easily combined as phrases ; one 
day.* to entice the English into an alliance with France, Brissol 
proposes to place two towns, Dunkirk and Calais, in their hands 
as security; another day, he proposes "to make a descent on Spain, 
and, at the same time, to send a fleet to conquer Mexico. — The 
principal personage in the committee on finances is Cambon, a 
merchant in Montpellier, a good book-keeper, who, at a later 
pchcxl, is to Amplify all writings and regulate the Grand Litre 
of the public debt, which means pubhc bankruptcy. Mean- 
while, he hastens this on with all his might by encouraging the 
.\ssemti1y to undertake the ruinous and terrible war, that is to last 
for twenty-three years ; according to him, "there is more money 
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than is needed for it." ' In truth, the guarantee of assignats is 
used up, the taxes do not come in, they live only on the paper 
money they issue, the assignats lose forty per cenium, ajid the 
ascertained deficit for 1792 is four hundred millions ; * but this 
revolutionary financier relies upon the confiscations which he 
instigates in France, and which are to be set agoing in Belgium ; 
here lies all his invention, a systematic robbery on a grand scale 
wilhin and without the kingdom. 

As to the legislators and manufacturers of constitutions, we 
have Condorcet, a cold-blooded fanatic and systematic leveller, 
satisfied that a mathematical method suits the social sciences, 
fed on abstractions, blinded by formula, and the most chimericji] 
of perverted intellects. Never was a man versed in books more 
ignorant of mankind ; never did a lover of scientific precision 
better succeed in changing the character of facts. It was he 
who, two days before the 20th of June, amidst the most 
brutal public excitement, admired "the calmness" and rationality 
of the multitude; "considering the way people interpret events, 
it might be supposed that they had given some hours of eiuh 4aj 
to tin sluiiy of analysis." It is he who, two days after the aoth ' 
of June, extolled the red cap in which the head of Louis XVI. 
had been muflled, " That crown is as good as any other. Mar- 
cus Aurelius would not have despised it." ' — Such is the discem- 
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mcnt and piaclical judgment of the leaders; from these one 
can form an opinion of the flock, consisting of novices arriving 
from the provinces and bringing with them the principles and 
prejudices of the newspaper. So remote from the centre, having 
no knowledge of general affairs or of their unity, they are two 
years behind their brethren of the Constituent Assembly. Most 
of them, says Malouet,' "without having decided against a mon- 
archy, had decided against the court, the aristocracy, and the 
clergy, ever imagining conspiracies and believing that defence 
consi&Ied solely in attack. There were still many men of talent 
among them, but with no experience; they even lacked that 
which we had obtained. Our patriot deputies were, in great 
part, convinced of their errors; these were not so, tiiey were ready 
to take a fresh start." Moreover, they have their own political 
bent, for nearly all of them are upstarts of the new regime. We 
find in their ranks 264 department administrators, 109 district 
administrators, 125 justices and prosecuting- attorneys, 68 mayors 
uid town oSicers, besides about twenty ofticers of the National 
Guard, constitutional bishops and cures, the whole amounting to 
566 of the elected functionaries, who, foe the past twenty months, 
have carried on the government under the direction of their 
electors. We have seen how this was done and under what 
condiuons, with what compliances and with what complicity, 
Willi what deference to clamorous opinion, with what docility 
in the presence of rioters, with what submission to the orders 
of the populace, with what a deluge of sentimental phrases 
aoA commonplace abstractions. Sent to Paris as deputies, 
ifafoogh the choice or toleration of the clubs, they bear along 
with them their politics and their rhetoric ; the result is an 
iusemblnge of narrow, perverted, hasty, inflated and feeble 
mindsi at each daily session, twenty word-mills turn to no pur- 
pose, the greatest of public powers at once becoming a manu- 
fiKtory of Donsense, a school of extravagancies, and a theatre 
fcr dccbination. 
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brain, a passion for high-sounding terms, the constant use of 
siilts and an incapacity for seeing things as they are and of so 
describing them. Men of talent, Isnard, Guadet, Vergniaud 
himself, are carried away by hollow sonorous phrases like a ship 
wiih to« much canvas for its ballast. Their minds are stimu- 
lated by souvenirs of their school lessons, the modem world 
revealing itself to them only through their Latin reminiscences. 
— Francois de Nantes is exasperated at the pope " who holds in 
servitude the posterity of Cato and of Soevola." Isnard pro- 
poses to follow the example of the Roman senate which, to 
alby discord at home, got up an outside war; between old 
Rome and France, indeed, there is a striking resemblance. — 
Roux insists that the Emperor (of Austria) should give satisfac- 
tion before the isl of March ; " in a case like this the Roman 
people would have fixed the term of delay — why shouldn't the 
French people fix one. . . The circle of Popilius" should be 
drawn around those petty, hesitating German princes. When 
money is needed to establish camps around Paris and the large 
towns. Lasource proposes to alienate the national forests and is 
amazed al any objection to the measure. " Ctesar's soldiers," 
be exclaims, " believing that an ancient forest in Gaul was 
sacred, dared not lay the axe to it ; are we to participate in this 
superstitious respect?"' — Add to this collegiate lore the phil- 
oaoj^ic dregs deposited in all minds by the great sophist then 
in vogxie. Larivi^re reads in the tribune' that page of the 
** Contrat Social," where Rousseau declares that the sovereign 
may banish members " of an unsocial religion," and punish with 
ilcAtlt " one who, having publicly recognised the dogmas of civil 
rdi^on, acts as if he did not believe in them." On which, 
mother hissing parrot, M. Filassier, exclaims, " I put J. J. 
Rouseau's proposition into the form of a motion and demand a 
wo** on it" — In like manner it is proposed to grant very young 
girfe ibc right of marrying in spite of their parents by stating, 
according to the " Nouvelle Hdoise" " that a girl thirteen or 
founeen years old begins to sigh for an union which nature dic- 
tates, that she struggles between passion and duty, that, if she 
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triumphs she is a martyr, that nature is rarely imposed upon, 
that it may happen that a young person prefers the tranquil dis- 
grace of defeat to a wearisome struggle of eight years." — 
Divorce is inaugurated to " preserve in matrimony that happy 
quietude which renders the sentimems livelier."' Henceforth 
this is to be no longer a chain but " the acquittance of an agree- 
able debt which every citizen owes to his country. . . Divorce 
is the tutelary divinity of Hymen." ' Obscenities and mytholog- 
ical veilings, a background of classic pedantry, the vague and 
narrow notions of ordinary instruction, no exact and substantial 
infonnation, the empty flowing commonplaces of the ampli&er 
spinning out maxims from his revolutionary manual in long 
tirades, in short, superficial culture and verbal argumentation 
form the vulgar and dangerous ingredients out of which the 
intelligence of the new legislators is formed.^ 

III. 
From ihls we can imagine what their sessions were. " More in- 
coherent and especially more passionate than those of the Constit- 
uent Assembly"' they present the same characteristics, but large- 
ly exaggerated, Argument is much weaker, invective more vio- 
lent, and dogmatism more intemperate. InBeuibility degenerate! 
into insolence, prejudice into fanaticism, and near-sighted nos 
into blindness. Disorder becomes a tumult and constant din an 
uproar. " Figure to yourself," says an attendant eye-witness, 
" a collegiate chamber with hundreds of pupils quarretiing and 
every instant on the point of seizing each other by the hair. 
Their dress worse than neglected, their furious actions, and transi- 
tions from cries to hootings . . . is a sight not to be depicted 
and lo which nothing can be compared." It lacks nothing for 
making it a club of the lowest species. Here, in advance, we 
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coniemplate the ways of ihc future revolutionary inquisition ; 
they welcome burlesque denunciations; they enter into petty 
police investigations ; they weigh the tittle-tattle of porters and 
the gossip of servant-girls ; they devote an all-night session to 
ihe secrets of a drunkard.' They enter on their official report 
and ittthout any disapproval, the petition of M. Hur^, " living at 
PoDt-sur-Yonne, who, over his own signature, offers one hun- 
dred francs and his arm to become a tyrannicide." Repeated 
and multiplied hurrahs and applause with the felicitations of the 
president is the sanction fy{ scandalous or ridiculous private mis- 
conduct seeking to display itself under the cover of public aw- 
thoriiy. Anacharsis Clootz, " a Mascarille officially stamped," 
who proposes a general war and who hawks about maps of Eu- 
rope cut up in advance into departments beginning with Savoy, 
Belgium and Holland "and thus onward to the Polar Sea," 
is thanked and given a seal on the benches of the Assembly.' 
CotDpliments are bestowed on the Vicar of Sain te- Marguerite 
and his wife is given a seat in the Assembly and who, introducing 
"his new family," thunders against clerical celibacy.' Mobs 
of men and women arc permitted to travei^e the hall shoutmg 
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political cries. Every sort of indecent, childish and seditioui 
parade is admitted to the bar of the house.' To-day it consists 
of " citeyennes of Paris," desirous of being drilled in miliian 
exercises and of having for iheir commandants ■' former French 
guardsmen ; " to-morrow children come and express ihcir patri- 
otism with "touching simplicity," regretting that "their trem- 
bling feet do not permit them to march, no, fly against the 
tyrants;" next to these come convicts of the Chdteau - Vieux 
escorted by a vociferous crowd ; at another time the artillery- 
men of Paris, a thousand in number, with drums beating ; dele- 
gates from the provinces, the faubourgs and the clubs come 
constantly, with their furious harangues, and imperious remon- 
strances, their exactions, their threats and their summonses. — In 
the intervals of this louder racket a continuous hubbub is heard 
in the clatter of the tribunes ; ^ at each session " the representa- 
tives are chaffed by the spectators ; the nation in the galler\- is 
judge of the nation on the floor; " it interferes in the debates, 
silences the speakere, insults the president and orders the report- 
er of a bill to quit the tribune. One interruption, or a simple 
murmur, is not all; there are twenty, ihiny, fifty in ao hour. 
clamourings, stamping, yells and personal abuse. After count- 
less useless entreaties, after repeated calls to order, " received 
with hootings," after a dozen " regulations that are made, revis- 
ed, countermanded and posted up" as if better to prove the 
impotence of the law, of the authorities and of the .^Mcmbly it- 
self, the usurpations of these intruders keep on increasing. They 
have shouted for ten months "Down with the civil list! 
Down with the ministerials ! Down with those curs ! Silence, 
slaves!" On the 26ih of July, Brissot himself is to appear 
lukewarm and be struck on the face with two plums. "Three 
or four hundred individuals without either property, title, or 
subsistence . . . have become the auxiliaries, pcli- 
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tionere and umpires of the legislature," their paid violence com- 
pletely destroying whatever is still left of the Assembly's reason.' 

IV. 

In an assembly thus composed and surrounded, it is easy to 
foresee on which side the balance will turn. — Through the meshes 
of the electoral net which the Jacobins have spread over the 
whole country, about a hundred honest persons of the ordinary 
stan<Urd of merit, tolerably sensible and Arm, Mathieu Dumas, 
Dumulard, Becquet, Gorguereau, Vauljlanc, Beugnot, Oirardin, 
Roniontl, Jaucourt, were able to pass and form the party of 
the •■ Right."' They resbt to as great an extent as possible and 
seem to have obtained a majority. Of the four hundred dep- 
uties who have their seats in the centre, one hundred and sixty- 
four are inscribed on the rolls with them at the Feuillants club, 
while the rest, under the title of " Independents," pretend to be 
of no party ; ' besides, the whole of these four hundred, through 
monarchical traditions, respect the King ; timid and sensible, vio- 
loice is repugnant to them ; they distrust the Jacobins, dread 
what is unknown, desire to be loyal to the Constitution and to 
Irvc in peace. Nevertheless the pompous dogmas of the revolu- 
tionary catechism still have their prestige with them ; they cannot 
comprehend how the Constitution which they like produces the 
uiiirchy which they detest ; they are " foolish enough to bemoan 
the effects while swearing to maintain their causes ; totally defi- 
cient in spirit, tn union and in boldness," they float backwards 
and forwards between their contradictory desires, while their pre- 
disposition to order merely awaits the impulsion of a vigorous 
wiU to be turned in the opposite direction. — On such docile ma- 
terial the " Left " works most effectively. It comprises, indeed, 
boi one hundred and thirty-six registered Jacobins and about a 
hundred others who, in almost all cases, vote with the party;* 
rigidity of opinion, however, more than compensates for lack of 
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numbers. In the front row are Guadel, Brissol, Geasonn£, Veigni- 
sud, Ducos, and Condorcel. (he iiiture chief of the GirondiOS, 
aU of them la»-j-ers or writere captivated by deductive politics, 
absolute in their convictions and proud of their faith. According 
to them principles are true and must be applied without reserri- 
tion ;i whoever would slop half-way is wanting in feeling or in- 
telligence. As for themselves their minds are made up to ptish 
through. With the self-confidence of youth and of theorists they 
draw their own conclusions and hug themselves with theirstrosg 
belief in them. " These gentlemen," says a keen obsener,' 
" professed great disdain for their predecessors, the Constituents, 
treating them as short-sighted and prejudiced people incapable 
of profiling by circumstances." " To the observations of wii- 
dom, and disinterested wisdom,^ they replied with a sconiiii 
smile, indicative of the aridity proceeding from self-conceit One 
exhausted himself in reminding them of events and in dedadog 
causes from these ; one passed in turn from theory to experience 
and from experience to theory to show them their identity uid, 
when they condescended to reply it was to deny the best authen- 
ticated facts and contest the plainest observations by affiashg It 
Ihese a few trite maxims although eloqtmtly expressed. Each re- 
garded the other as if they alone were worthy of being heard, each 
encouraging the other with the idea that all resistance to their 
way of looking at things was pusillanimity. " In their own eyei 
they alone are capable and they alone are patriotic Because 
they have read Rousseau and Mably, because their tongue i( 
untied and their pen flowing, because they know how to handle 
the formulae of books and reason out an abstract proposition they 
fancy that ihey are statesmen.* Because they have read P1» 
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tarch and " Le Jeune Anachareis," because they aim to construct 
a perfect society out of metaphysical conceptions, because ihev 
ajc ID a ferment about the coming millenium, they imagine them 
selves so many exahed spirits. They have no doubt whatever 
on these two points even after everything has fallen in through 
their blunders, even aAer their obliging hands are sullied by the 
ftriJ grasp of robbers whom they were the first to instigate, and by 
tluu of executioners of which they are partners in complicity.' To 
tlus extent is self-conceit the worst of sophists. Convinced of 
their superior enlightenment and of the purity of their sentiments, 
ihey put forth the theory that the government should be in their 
httods. Consequently they lay hold of it in the Legislative 
body in ways that are going to turn against them in the Conven- 
tion. They accept for allies the worst demagogues of the ex- 
tmne " Left," Chabot, Couthon, Merlin, Bazi^re, Thuriot, Le- 
cnintre. »nd outside of it, Danton, Robespierre, Marat himself, 
ill the leveller? and destroyers whom they think of use to them, 
but of whom they themselves are the instruments. The motions 
tbey nuke must pass at any cost and, to ensure this, they let 
ItHMC «gamsi their adversaries the low, yelping populace which 
otiien, still more factious, will to-morrow let loose on them. 

*m^ kaiMErf ^ btt gf a fmt Diiioii. «m4xUed la nop half-way at the cirni of (nr. 

■■^■■^ Mb) "CHI Ibcir cyc« on mc, . . DufNiibm wu pnferml la me. Thu wu the 
' Be ctf Ibc nfMibboik pARf. I( paid dear fer IL ti ohi my coimiry a good de»l of 
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V. 

r*. ^. 5.T -j:e serjC'i nzis. :iie pretended zealots for libertf 
iru-n rc-v-r :^ "icitil- i^zl:jizz force. — ^To begin with sup- 
;r:rsfi.':^ -:^ :=eic-:^ :c rie F eu 'Lir.s club. The customary riot 
s :'sr.c-ri-i i^i-=ac :hese- whereuroa ensue tumult, violent out- 
^-r^i iZ'i s:-^"f:« =j.v':r r ;!::cc complains of his position bc- 
r%:'i'z s[:^..':.z iz^i -a*" azd lets things take their course; 
rr.Tj-.-- i-r^i y^villirs its rclipfd to e\-acuate their place of 
■•:sX- -^ — >>.ii i.*tf AssfTH-rly thsy are abandoned to the in- 
^'.c*:.; .-: :'vf ^'-l^r-is^ I:: v-im io they get exasperated and 
vr.w.Ts: l",c.:;?c:. :^:i;rT-~^ :j the decree of the Constituent 

V>*s:"::.". * *.v:.t xr:,iitf iny tirjrirestation of approbation or 
." 5^: ,r.:.:r;i\ s ^-'Sric^'i w::h nunnurs. He insists on the 
.:o>-\v ;c *^ T^.:-.: i: :i;: :cec:zi rfejoh session, and "the mur- 
:*^>> ,v^-- a^M •. ■ • - 15 Tt zct scandalous/' says Vaublanc, 
: *^: ■-,::.■•> :^-;.-^?s;r:ir.v« sreaiin;^ from the tribune 
.i V -. ■:■:: :.* *■;».■: ^^ '. ii :*.•:« bestowed uix)n an actor on the 
<:^.- ^*.-;_ v:'. :'j ^jl!<rr.es pve him three rounds more. 
■ A •■>--. -v' V.--. -'. ' >i*.s Q-iremere. "that acts concerning 
: '^' * . .' .- ;•,'.. j"^. i^,: :*e :.:r:ur.es of citizens should be sub- 

:■. : V,' ^ '-'s ■ :*; ar^ri. :." the jrrlause and hisses of the 
> o. .-.:-> v' .*'*-• :.' t."^ s*:ri:s:h:" shout the galleries. "It 

.'. ,■ :j^.. ■'."< ^ - •.:-:: -J iT^. "th- -'.-"s: ::nr»ort:int of judicial acts 

; • .'. . ,*. v.: . •.; .'rv.rr.: car. re exposed to this scandalous 

■•.*>:..;.'• -•: .v. /.-se j.r i r.:er.iC;s- . . ." •'The mur- 
■••.■> "."v-iv ."..: .1 :**'s>.."' — r'. er>- :*:t:e that a sanguinar)' or in- 
vw: .;:\ ••■:.'.;> -r? -> :>> re cjLrr.evi. the most tiirious and pro- 
'..*■* ,;,v. K. ,•.:■■.-: >:;;.■> :""r u::^rir.ce of their opponents: *'Do»Ti 
^ : \ :"".* sv.'.vc: n:"..: :"";? r^yorer of that bill to the Abbayc! 
IV'vv.' 1\mi:i " >.:vj: :v.t*:> or.Iy abv^ut twenty of the dcpu- 
: .-s ».". .v'".".i.:,: c: >.x': w::h the ^.illenes. and then it is 
: *..' v".: :v* .\NNi:::V!v w>.:ch -^ :^.^u*:;^i. Fi>:s are thrust in the 
y: ^-^u: c v :< m . c . N .* :h .:* ^ ti :" iirji b u: •* :o call down the galle- 

• ■ 1 .• \'. .•■ »*">.-.ii.-.' .■; 'ii • ■-.-■ — s. .■» J . ?.-4 Ja= »5': *5« \Fth. 1); 310 (Feb 
4 i V.-.- ■ -..:•..■; 4?* J"-- --■ — \I1 ." Aj'rL C> Ktp^^tft of sU ihc MMMM 
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«■•,'. I . ^1.1* :» *■■■:-•. ■-,. V ?. .*. '. ^ ;«. i-c 2 4 .* - * :. f. f. 9. is. 17. iS. and ai,mi, 

»!..•: :• % .ic '.' "."^ vr>>- ■ l.w-^« ^. ■ 111 A-ji i t>*ru%o." jx rS-^i "The he^ 

.jki\*\' \**» ■■■■* "•.■'>."• ■ •"'- ' '< «• v' .."■•' c ■»«■■.* '^ up M. cuiuiicHoi airaf iad^ 
pr •.:.■ ■ .- ! -»■ ^v^-.-v* » *-.•'. va: -i. r_i-.-< .• lYs Krc:..h .SanLter was *«ry gicat. ilt 
!»■•« »-.-'i f*cT\:'': ■; ».*» :.:. -tfn :- •.".i "i^^-uc*: *,-\ Ihcaujiiiy. a» br mi 
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ries on the floor to pass decrees," which proposition is ironicaUy 
nia<)e by one of the "Right." ' 

Great, however, as this usurpation may be, the minority, in 
order to suppress the majority, accommodate themselves to it, 
the Jacobins in the chamber making common cause with the 
Jacobins in the galleries. The dbturbers should not be put out. 
"It would be excluding from our deliberations," says Grange- 
Deuve, "that which belongs essentially to the people." On one 
of the deputies demanding measures to enforce silence, "Tora^ 
dcftuuids that the proposition be referred to the Portugal inquisi- 
liod." Choudieu "declares that it can only emanate from depu- 
ties who forget that respect which is due to the people, tlieir 
so\-crcign judge."* "The action of the galleries," says Lecointe- 
Pnyraiveaux, " is an outburst of patriotism." Finally, this same 
Choudieu, twisting and turning all rights about wi(h incomparable 
Audacity, wishes to confer legislative privileges on the audience, 
and demands a decree against the deputies who, guilty of popu- 
lar liu-ma/tsle, presume to complain of those who insult them. 
—Another piece of oppressive machinery, still more energetic, 
operates outside on the approaches to the Assembly. Like their 
[iredcccssor^ of the Constituent Assembly, the members of the 
"Right" "cannot leave the building without encountering the 
threats and imprecations of enraged crowds. Cries of 'to the 
batCTT) ; ' greet the ears of Dumolard, Vaublanc, Raucourd, and 
Lacfcielle as often as those of the Abbe Maury and Mont- 
kaier."' After having apostrophised the president, Mathieu 
Dumas, tbey insult his wife who has been recognised in a re- 
served galleiy.* In the Tuileries, crowds are always standing 
thov listening to the brawlers who denounce suspected deputies 
by Dune, and woe to any among them who takes that path on 
hit way to the charobert \ broadside of insults greets bim 
af he posses along. If the deputy happens to be a farmer, 
(hey exclaim : " Look at that queer old .aristocrat — an old peasant 
■to^ lliat oscd to watch cows I " One day Hua, on going uj. 
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the steps of the Tuileries terrace, is siezed by the hair by an old 
vixen who bids him " Bow your head to your sovereigns, dc 

people, you of a deputy ! " On the 20th of June one 

of the patriots, who is crossing the Awembly room, whispets in 
his ear, "You scamp of a deputy, you'll never die but by 1117 
hand ! " Another time, having defended the juge-de-paix Laii- 
vi^re, there awaits him at the door, in the middle of the njgbl, 
"a set of blackguards, who crowd around him and thrust the* 
fists and cudgels In his face;" happily, his friends Dumas and 
Daverhoult, two military officers, foreseeing the danger, present 
their pistols and set him free "although with some difficulty."— 
As the loth of August draws near there is more open aggressioa 
Vaublanc, for having defended Lafayette, just misses being cut n 
pieces three limes on leaving the Assembly ; sixty of the deptt- 
ties are treated in the same fashion, bemg struck, covered widi 
mud, and threatened with death if they dare go back.' — With 
such allies a minority is very strong. Thanks to its iwo agencia 
of constraint it will detach the voles it needs from the majority 
and, either through terror or craft, secure the passage of all the 
decrees it needs. 

VI. 

Sometimes it succeeds surreptitiously by rushing them through. 
As "there is no order of the day circulated beforehand, and. ia 
any event, none which anybody is obliged to adhere to,"' 
Assembly is captured by surprise. "The fitst knave amoogsC 
the 'Left,' (which expression, says Hua, I do not strike ouW 
because there were many among those gentlemen), brought qi 
a ready-made re.solution, prepared the evening before by a 
clique. We were not prepared for it and demanded that il 
should be referred to a committee. Instead of doing this, how- 
ever, the resolution was declared urgent, and, whether we ■ 
or not, discussion had to take place forthwith."' — "There 
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Olbcr Uctics equally perfidious, which Thuriot, especially, made 
use of. This great rogue got up and proposed, not the draft of 
a Uw, bm what he called a principle ; for instance, a decree 
should be passed confiscating the property of the emigres, . . 
or that unsworn priests should be subject to special oversight. 
. . . In reply, he was told that in his principle was found the 
essence of the law, the whole law ; let debate go on and the 
i|U(stion be referred to a committee to make a report on it.— Not 
at all — the matter is urgent ; the committee may fix the articles as 
k pleitses: they are worthless if the principle is not common sense." 
Through this expeditious method discussion is stifled. The Jac- 
otnns purposely prevent the Assembly from giving the matter any 
consideration. They count on its flightiness. In the name 
of reason, ihey discard reason as far as they can, and hasten a 
vote because their decrees do not support examination. — At 
Other limes, and especially on grand occasions, they compel a 
vote. In general, votes are taken sitting or standing, and, foi 
ihe four hundred deputies of the " Centre," subject to the scold- 
ing of (he exa-sperated galleries, it is a tolerably hard trial. Part 
of Ihem do not arise, or Ihey rise with the "Left";* if the 
" Right" hap[tens to have a majority, "this is contested in bad 
faith and a call of the house is demanded." Now, "the calls 
of the house, through an intolerable abuse, are always publish- 
ed, the Jacobins declaring that it is well for the people to know 
tbeir friends frora their enemies." The meaning of this is 
tbat the list of [he opposition will soon answer as a list of the 
praacritied, od which the timid are not disposed to inscribe thera- 
hIvcs ; the result is an immediate defection in the heavy battal- 
ion of the "Centre"; "this is a positive fact," says Hua, "of 
which we were all witnesses ; we always lost a hundred votes on 
the cad of the house." — Towards the end they give up, and 
protest no more, except by staying away; on the 14th of June, 
on the whole system of feudal credit being abolished without 
iadeauiitjr, "no pan of the house was occupied except the 
cm cme left; the rest of it was empty"; out of 497 deputies 
pment, aoo left the room.* Encouraged for a moment by the 
: of some possible protection, they twice exonerate 
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General Lafayette, behind whom they see an army,* and brave 
the despots of the Assembly, the clubs, and the streets. But, 
for lack of a military chief and vantage ground, the visible 
majority is twice obliged to yield, to keep silent, and fly or retreat 
under the dictation of the victorious faction, which has strained 
and forced the legislative machine until it has become disjointed 
and broken down. 

1 Hua, 14X.— Mathieu Dumas, II. 999. " It is remarkabk that Lafood-LMlAat, 00c dim 
trustiest friends, was selected president on the 83d of July, 179s. This shows dMt the ■» 
jority of the Assembly was still sound ; but it was only brought about by a mertl vtti m At 
choice of candidates. The same men who obeyed their consdenccs, through a rnil i awu rf 
justice and of propriety, could not fiux the danger which surrounded them » U^dncMlif 
the frictions when they were called upon to vote by rising or sitting.** 





PtJiey i>r ihe Assembly.— I. Stale of France al (he end of 1791.— Power- 
leuncss of llie Lav. — II. The Assembly hostile to the oppressed and 
ttvoHng upptessors. — Flecrees agninil the nobles and cleigy. — Amnesty 
far deserters, convicts, and bandils. — Anarchical and levelling manims.— 
ni- War-— Disposition of (brelgn powers.— 'Hie King's dislikes..— Pros. >- 
catkms of the Girondists, — Dale and causes of the rapture. — IV. Secret 
motiTa of tbc le«ders.^Their control compromised by peace.— Discontent 
of llie rich and coltivaled class. — Formation and increase of the parly of 
onlcr.- The King and this parly reconciled.— V. Effect of the war on the 
liiiiinrifnnlrjf — lis alarm and its rage. — The second revolalionary onlburst 
md it* chaiBCterislics. — .alliance of the Girondists with the populace. — The 
Rd cap and pikes. — Universal luLstiiuiion of government by force for gov- 
tnmwat b; law. 

I. 
If the deputies who, on the ist of October, 1791, so solemnly 
ind enthusiastically swore to the Constitution, had been willing 
to op«i thdr eyes, they would have seen this Constitution con- 
lUnily violated, both in its letter and spirit, over the entire 
lenitory. As usual, and through an author's self-conceit, M. 
Thoaret, the last president of the Constituent Assembly, h.iil 
)ast covered over the unpleasant truth in hb final report with 
poTDpous and delusive phrases ; but it was only necessary (o look 
o*er ihc monthly record to see whether, as guaranteed by him, 
"the decrees were faithfully executed in all parts of the empire," 
— "Where is this faithful execution to be found?" inquires 
Mallet- Dupan.' "Is it at Toulon, in the midst of the dead anrl 
wounded, shot in the very face of the amazed municipality and 
Directory? Is it at Marseilles, where two private individuals 
■re knocked down and massacred as aristocrats," under the pre- 
text "that they sold to children poisoned sugarplums with which 
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to begin a counter-revoluiion?" Is itat Aries, "against which 
4,000 men from Marseilles, despatched by the club, are at tfaa 
moment marching?" Is tt at BayeuK, "where the sUur Fauchet 
against whom a warrant for arrest is out, besides being undti 
the ban of political disability, has just been elected deputy to the 
Legislative Assembly ? " Is it at Blois, " where the commandant, 
doomed to death for having tried lo execute these decrees, is 
forced lo send away a loyal regiment and submit to liceniious 
troops?" Is it at Nismes, " where the Dauphiny regiment, on 
leaving the town by the Minister's orders, is ordered by the peo- 
ple" and the club "lo disoLiey the Minister and remain ?" Is it 
in those regiments whose officers, with pistols at their breasts, are 
obliged to leave and give place to amateurs? Is it at Toulouse, 
" where, at the end of August, the administrative authorities 
order all unsworn priests to leave the town in three days, and 
withdraw to a distance of four leagues?" Is it in the outskuij 
of Toulouse, "where, on the 28th of August, a municipal officer 
is hung at a sireet-lamp after an aflray with guns?" Is it *t 
Paris, where, on the ajth of September, the Irish college, vainN 
protected by an international treaty, has just been assailed by iht 
populace; where Catholics, listening lo the orthodox mass, are 
driven out and dragged to the authorised mass in the vicinit)-; 
where one woman is torn from the confessional, and another 
flogged with all their might? ' 

These troubles, it is said, are transient; on the Constitulioil 
being proclaimed, order will return of itself. Very well, the 
Constitution is ready, accepted by the King, proclaimed, and 
entrusted to the Legislative Assembly. Let the Legislati\'e 
Assembly consider what is done in the first few weeks. In the 
eight departments that surround Paris, there are riots on every 
market-day, farms are invaded and the cultivators of the soil arc 
ransomed by bands of vagabonds, the mayor of MeluD being 
riddled with balls and dragged out from the hands of the popu- 

I AVrrwr* aV /■«•«, Ocl. >5. .J9» (Um maly widi England »« Jiitd Sept, >«, 17M).— 
/iW. LeoerofM. WaUh.jupcrior oTlhclmhtDlltgi). lolhemunidfnlili-of l>»iii. Tboa 
*ho luc the whijn, eorne oul of ■ neighboiing grog-ihop. Th* eommiiDry of police, vte , 

niuiring M. Walih to dtuniu all wIld uc in ihc rhapcU whhoul wuDng fbi the ml 
fBa9». M- Wfllih rtfvn lo the Law and lo truEJa- The comiuiHajy replia that he 

luvini ilw chapel. "In the name of JuiUM, I oidcf you la foUou me D [lie chureh of Sun 
flMiiae, >vheR 1 five you up 10 the people." 
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e Btrcamiog with Wooii.' At Belfort, a riot for the purpose of 
ing 3 cODvoy of coin, and the commissioner of the Upper- 
I in danger of death ; at EouxviUers, owners of property 
icd by poor National Guards, and by the soldiers of Salm- 
I, bouses broken into and cellars pillaged; at Mirecourt, a 
f women beating drums, and, for three days, holding the 
J-de-Ville in a slate of siege. — One day Rochefori is in a 
e of insurrection, and the workmen of the harbor compel the 
anioicipality 10 unfurl the red flag * On the following day, it is 
LiUc, the people of which, "unwilling to exchange its money 
and assignats for paper-rags, called billets de coiifia/iee, gather 
into mobs and threaten, while a whole garrison is necessary to 
pfereni an explosion." On the 16th of October, it is Avignon 
in the power of bandits, with the abominable butchery of the 
CUci^. On the sih of November, at Caen, (here are eighty- 
two gentlemen, townsmen and artisans, knocked down and 
dragged to prison, for having offered their services to the munici- 
pality as special constables. On the 14th of November, at 
HontpeUicT, the roughs triumph; eight men and women are 
kiDed in the streets or in their houses, and all conservatives are 
dsaimed or put to flight. By the end of October, it is a 
^igUiDC column of smoke and tiame shooting upward suddenly 
ftoo week 10 week and spreading ever)-where, growing, on the 
odier side of the Atlantic, into civil war in St. Domingo, where 
v{U beasts are let loose against their keepers; 50,000 blacks 
Oke ibe field, and, at the outset, 1,000 whites are assassinated, 
15^000 negroes slain, 100 sugar-mills destroyed and damage 
done to the amount of 600,000,000; "a colony of itself alone, 
vonfa ten provinces, is almost annihilated."^ At Paris, Con- 
dorccl is busy writing in his journal that "this news is not 
fdubte, there being no object in it but to create a French empire 
beyood the seas for the King, where there will be masters and 
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slaves." A corporal of the Paris Narional Guard, on his own 
authority, orders the King to stay at home for fear that he may 
escape, and forbids a sentinel to let him go out after nine o'clock 
in the evening; ' at the Tuilenes, stump-spealcets in the open str 
denounce aristocrats and priests ; at the Patais-Royal, there is a 
pandemonium of public lust and incendiary speeches.* There 
are centres of riot in all quarters, "as many robberies as there 
are quarter- hours, and no robbers punished ; no police ; over- 
crowded courts ; more delinquents than there are prisons to hold 
them J nearly all the [irivate mansions closed ; the annual con- 
sumption in the faubourg St. Germain alone diminished by 
350,000, ooo; 20,000 thieves, with branded backs, idling away 
time in houses of bad repute, at the theatres, in the Palais- Rm-al, 
at the National Assembly, and in the coffee-houses; thousandt 
of beggars infesting the streets, cross-ways, and public squares; 
everywhere an image of the deepest and least affecting poverty, 
because it is accompanied with insolence ; swarms of the tattered 
vendors of all sorts of paper-money, issued by anybody that 
chose to put it in circulation, cut up into bits, sold, given, and 
coming back in rags, fouler than the miserable creatures who 
deal in it"^ Out of 700,000 inhabitants there are 100,000 of 
the poor, of which 60,000 have flocked in from the departments; • 
among them are 30,000 needy mechanics belonging to the 
national workshops, discharged and sent home in the preceding 
month of June, but who, returning three months later, are again 
swallowed up in the great sink of vagabondage, hurhng their 
floating mass against the crazy edifice of public authority and 
furnishing the forces of sedition. — At Paris, and in the provinces, 
disobedience exists throughout the hierarchy. Directories cotin- 
termand ministerial orders. Here, municipalities brave the com- 
mands of their Directory ; there, communities order around their 
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taityot with a drawn sword. Elsewhere, soldiers and sailors put 
their officers under arrest. The accused insult the judge on the 
bench and force him to cancel his verdict; mobs tax or plunder 
wheat in the market ; National Guards prevent its distribution, 
or seize it in the storehouses. There is no security for property, 
lives, or consciences. The majority of Frenchmen are deprived 
of their right to worship in their own faith, and of voting at the 
elections. There is no safety, day or night, for the ^lite of the 
natioD, for ecclesiastics and the gentry, for army and navy 
officers, for rich merchants and large landed proprielors; no 
protection in the courts, no income from public funds ; denun- 
ciations abound, expulsions, banishments to the interior, attacks 
on private houses ; there is no right of free assemblage, even to 
enforce the law under the orders of legal authorities.' Opposed 
to this, and in contrast with it, is the privilege and immunity of 
a sect formed into a political corporation, " which extends its 
filiations over the whole kingdom, and even abroad; which has 
its own treasury, its committees, and its by-laws; which rules 
Uk government, which judges justice,"* and which, from the 
c>}>ital to the hamlet, usurps or directs the administration. 
Liberty, equality, and the majesty of the law exist nowhere, 
except in words. Of the three thousand decrees given birth to 
by the Constituent Assembly, the most lauded, those the best 
>et off by a philosophic baptism, form a mass of stillborn abor- 
tions of which France is the burying-ground. That which 
really subsists underneath the false appearances of right, pro- 
cUitncd and sworn to over and over again, is, on the one hand, 
an oppression of the upper and cultivated classes, from which 
aU the rights of roan are withdrawn, and, on the other hand, the 
tyranny of the fanatical and brutal rabble which assumes to itself 
aU the rights of sovereignty. 

■ ". 

Against this overthrow and this disgrace the honest men of 
Ac Axtmibly protest in vatn. Led by and forced to do what 
the Jacobin* pleased, it revises the law only to overwhelm the 
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oppressed and lo saDcbon thdr oppressors. — Without making 
any dnODCtiofi bctweeD Hat urncd assemblages at Coblentz, which 
it had a right to poai^ and the fiigidTcs, old mra, women and 
;:hild!icii, so manr of tbe iDdifierent and inoffensive, not merely 
•oUes bvt plebeiaiis * win left the soil only to escape from pop- 
dai ouuagts, it csofiscates tbe [Hopcrty oT aQ emigrants and 
orders tfak to be MbL* Tbrou^ the new restriction of ihe pass- 
poft, those who tooaiD are dcd to their domicile, their power of 
going and coning, evoi in the interior, being subject to the 
dedsioo of each Jacobin mtinidpality.' It completes th«r ruin 
by depriv-ing them without indemnity of all income frooi their 
real estate, of all the seignorial rights which the Constituent As- 
sembly had declared to be legitimate.* It abolishes, as much as 
it can, their history and their past, by btiming among the pub- 
lic records their genealogical tides.* To all unsworn ecclesiastics, 
to two-thirds of the French clergy, it withholds l»ead, the small 
pension allowed them for food which is the ransom of their con- 
fiscated possessions;* it declares them "suspected of revolt 
against the law and of bad intentions against the country;" it 
subjects them to special oversight ; it authorises their expulsioa 
without trial by local rulers in case of disturbances ; it decreet 
that in such cases they shall be sentenced to transportation.'' It 
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suppresses "all secular congregations of men and women 
eccl es iastic or laic, even those wholly devoted to hospital service 
and the relief of the sick," even those which give primary 
instniction and whose abolition " will take away from 600,000 
children the means of learning to read and write."' It lays 
injunctions on their dress ; it places episcopal palaces in the 
market for sale, also the buildings still occupied by monks and 
nuns.* It welcomes with rounds of applause a married priest 
who introduces his wife lo the Assembly. — Not only is the As- 
sembly destructive but it is insulting ; the authors of each decree 
passed by it add to its thunderbolt the rattling hail of their own 
abuse and slander. '■ Children," says a deputy, " have the poi- 
son of aristocracy and fanaticism injected into them by the con- 
gregations."' " Purge the rural districts of the vermin which is 
devouring them ! " — '■ Everybody knows," says Isnard, " that 
the priest is as cowardly as he is vindictive. . . Let these 
pestiferous fellows be sent back to Roman and Italian lazaret- 
Ics. . . What religion is that which, in its nature, is unsocial 
and rebellious in principle ? " — Whether unsworn, whether emi- 
gruits actually or in feeling, " Urge proprietors, rich merchanis, 
Elbe conservatives," * all are outspoken conspirators or conceal- 
ed enemies. All public disasters are imputed to them. " The 
aroeof the troubles," says Brissot,* "which lay waste the colonies, 
b (be infernal vanity of the whites who have three times violat- 
ed an engagement which they have three times sworn to main- 
tMn." Scarcity of work and short crops are accounted for 
dirough their cunning male\oIence. " A large number of rich 
men,** says Francois de Nantes," "allow their property to run 
down and their fields to lie fallow, so as to enjoy seeing the 
sufli:nng of the people." France is divided into two parlies, on 
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By a forced conclusion, if the victims are criminals, iheir ex- 
ecutioners arc honest, and the Assembly, which rigorously pro- 
ceeds against the former, reserves all its indulgence for (he latter. 
It reinstates the numberless deserters who abandoned their flags 
prci-ious lo the 1st of January, 1789 ; ' it allows them three sous 
per league mileage, and brings them back to iheir homes or to 
their regiments to become, along with their brethren whose 
desertion is mote recent, either leaders or recruits for the mobs. 
It releases from the galleys the forty Swiss guards of C'hStesu- 
roux whom their own cantons desired to have kept there ; it 
permits these " martyrs to Liberty " to promenade the streets of 
Paris in a triumphal car;' it admits them to ihe bar of ihe 
house, and, taking a formal vole on it, extends 10 ihem the 
hooors of the session.^ Finally, as if it were their special busi- 
ness to let loose on the public the most ferocious and foulest of 
the rabble, it amnesties Jourdan, Mainvielle, Duprat, and Kaphel, 
fugitive convicts, jail-birds, the conJottUri of all lands assuming 
ihe title of "the brave brigands of Avignon," and who, for 
eighteen months, have pillaged and plundered the Comtai; it 
nope the thai, almost over, of the CJaci^re butchers ; it tolerates 
the return of these as victors,' and their installation by thdr own 
*tx in the places of the fugitive magistrates, allowing Avignon 
10 be treated as a conquered city, and, henceforth, to become 
their prej- and their booty. This is a willful restoration of the 
vomin lo the social body, and, in this feverish body, nothing is 
overlooked that will increase the fever. The most anarchical and 
ddeterious maxims emanate, tike miasma, from the Assembly 
bcocbcs. The reduction of things to an absolute level is adopted 
n a principle; "equality of rights," says Lamarque,' "is to be 
maintained only by tending steadily to an equality of fortunes ; " 
this theory is practically applied on all sides since the proletariat is 
ptUagtng all who own property. — " Let the communal possessions 
be panitioned among the citizens of the surrounding villages," 
lays Fran9ois de Nantes, "in an inverse ratio to their fortunes, 
and let him who has tlie least inheritance take the largest share 
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in the divisions." ^ Conceive the effect of this motion read at 
evening to peasants who are at this very moment claiming their 
seignior's forest for their commune. M. Comeille prohibits sd/ 
tax to be levied for the public treasury on the wages of manual 
labor, because nature, and not society, gives us the "right to 
live," ' On the other hand, he confers on the public treasinji 
the right of taking the whole of an income, because it is societt, 
and not nature, which institutes public funds ; hence, according 
to him, the poor majority must be relieved of all taxation, and 
all taxes must fall on the rich minority. The system is well- 
timed and the argument apt for convincing indigent or strait- 
ened tax-payers, namely, the refractory majority, that its taxes art 
just, and that it should not refuse to be taxed. — " Under th< 
reign of liberty," says President Daverhoult,^ " the people have 
the right to insist not merely on subsistence, but again on plenty 
and happiness." Accordingly, being in a stale of poverty ihey 
have been betrayed. — " Elevated to the height achieved by the 
French people," says another president, "it looks down upon thC; 
tempests under its feet," ' The tempest is at hand and bursa 
over its head. War, like a black cloud, rises above the homon, 
overspreads the sky, thunders and wraps France filled with n- 
plosive materials in a circle of lightning, and it is the Assembly 
which, through the greatest of its mistakes, draws down the 
on the nation's head. 

III. 

It might have been turned aside with a little prudence. Two 
principal grievances were alleged, one by France and the Other 
by the Empire. — On the one hand, and very justiy, France 
plained of the gathering of emigres, which the Emperor ud 
Electors tolerated against it on the frontier. In the first pUce, 
however, a few thousands of gentlemen, without troops or stores, 
and nearly without money,* need not excite much fear, ind, 
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besides this, long before ihe decisive hour came these troops were 
dispersed, at once by the Emperor in his own dominions, and, 
fifteen days afterwarrls, by the Elector of Treves in his electorate.' 
— On the other hand, according to treaties, the German princes, 
who owned estates in Alsace, made claims for the feudal rights 
abolished on their French possessions and the Diet forbade them 
to accept the offered indemnity. But, as far as the Diet is con- 
cerned, nothing was easier nor more customary than to let 
negotiations drag along, there being no risk or inconvenience 
attending the suit as, during the delay, the claimants remained 
empty-handed. — If, now, behind the ostensible motives, the real 
imemions are sought for, it is certain that, up to January, 1792, 
the intentions of Austria were pacific. The grants made lo the 
Comte d'Artois, in the Declaration of Pilnitz, were merely a 
court -sprinkling of holy-waler, the semblance of an illusory 
promise and subject to a European concert of action, that is to 
say, annulled beforehand by an indefinite postponement, while 
this pretended league of sovereigns is at once "placed by the 
politicians in the class of august comedies."' Far itaxn taking 
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up anns against new France in ;he name of old France, the 
emperor Leopold and his prime minister Kaunitz, were glad U 
see the constitution completed and accepted by the King; it 
" got tlietn out of trouble," ' and Prussia likewise. In all statt 
management political interest is the great mainspring and both 
powers needed all their forces in another direction, in Pi land, 
one for retarding, and the other for accelerating its division!, 
and both, when the partition look place, to gel enough for them- 
selves and prevent Russia from getting too much. — ^The sover- 
eigns o( Prussia and Austria, accordingly, did not yet entcrliio 
any idea of delivering Louis XVI, nor of conducting the emigrh 
back, nor of conquering French provinces, and if anything wii 
to be expected from them on account of personal ill-will, then 
was no fear of their armed intervention. — On the side of France 
it is not the King who urges a rupture ; he knows too well wha 
mortal danger there is to him and his in the chances of war. 
Secretly as well as publicly, in writing to the emi^es, his wishe 
are to bring them back or to restrain them. In his private cor- 
respondence he asks of the European powers not physical bo 
mora! aid, the external support of a congress which will penail 
moderate men, the partisans of order, all owners of properly, to 
raise their heads and rally around the throne and the lam 
against anarchy. In his ministerial correspondence every p 
caution is taken not to apply the match or let it be applied tt 
gunpowder. At the critical moment of the discussion' he 
treats the deputies, through M. Delessart. his Minister of Fordjn 
Affairs, to weigh their words and especially not lo send forth I 
challenge on a "fixed term of delay." He resists to the vcfy 
last as far as his passive will lets him. On being compelled % 
declare war he requires beforehand the advice of nil his mioistss, 
over their signatures, and, only at the last extremity, utters 
fatal words "with tears in his eyes," dragged on by the Assembly 
which has just sent M. Delessart to the supreme court ai Oricau, 
under a capital charge, and which qualities all caution I 
treachery. 
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It is the Assembly then which launches ihc disabled ship on 
the roaring abysses of an unknown sea, without a roilder and 
leaking at every scam ; it aione slips the cable which held it in 
port and which the foreign powers neither dared nor desired [o 
sever. Here, again, the Girondists are ihe leaders and hold the 
axe ; since the last of October they have grasped it and struck re- 
peated blows.' — As an exception, the extreme Jacobins, Couihon, 
'Jollot d'Herbois, Danton, Robespierre, do not side with them. 
Ro!>espierTe, who at first proposed to confine the Emperor " with- 
in the circle of Popifius," ' fears the placing of too great power in 
the King's hands, and, growing mistrustful, preaches distrust. — 
But the great mass of the party, led by clamorous public opinion, 
impels on the timid marching in front. Of the many things of 
which knowledge is necessary to conduct successfully such a 
complex and delicate affair, they know nothing ; they are ignorant 
about cabinets, courts, populations, treaties, precedents, timely 
forms and requisite style. Their guide and counsellor in foreign 
relations is Brissot whose pre-eminence is based on their ignorance 
and who, exalted into a statesman, becomes for a few months the 
most conspicuous figure in Europe.^ To whatever extent a Eu- 
ropean calamity may be attributed to any one man, this one is to 
be attributed to him. It is this wretch, born in a pastry-cook's 
shop, brought up in an attorney's office, formerly a police agent 
at ijo francs per month, once in league with scandal-mongere 
and black -mailers,* a penny-a-liner, busybody, and intermeddler, 
who, with the half-information of a nomad, scraps of newspaper 
ideas and reading-room lore,* added to his scribbhngs as a writer 
and his club declamation, directs the destinies of France and 
starts a war in Europe which is to destroy six millions of lives. 
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From the garret in which his wife washes his shins he enjoys & 
snubbing of potentates and, on the loth of October, he begins b]r 
insulting thirty foreign sovereigns in the tribune.' This spedil 
keenly relished satisfaction forms the daily food of the new fanati- 
cism; Madame Roland herself delights in it with evident com- 
piacency in the two famous letters in which, with a supereilioui 
lone, she fiist gives the King a lesson and next the Pope.' Bmso^ 
at bottom, thinks himself a Louis XIV, and specially invites the 
Jacobins to imitate the insolence of the Great Mooanch.'- 
Ihe raismanagemeni of the interloper and the sensitiveness of the 
upstart must be added the rigidity of the sectary. The Jacobins, 
in the name of abstract truth, deny historic truth ; they impose 
from al>ove and by force that truth of which they are the apostle, 
and allow themselves all the provocations they prohibit to other). 
'■ Let us tell Europe," says Isnard,* " that ten millions of French- 
men, armed with the sword and the pen, with reason and with ek> 
quence, might, if provoked, alone change the faceof the world and 
cause tyrants to tremble on their thrones of clay," "Wheiwert' 
throne exists," says H^rault de Scchelles, " there is one of our ei 
niies."* '■ No honest capitulation is possible between tyranny wd 
liberty," says Brissot. " Your Constitution is an eternal anatheoi 
against absolute monarclis. . , It places them on trial and pnH 
nounces their sentence ; it seems to say to each — to-morrow ib<M 
shah pass away or thou shall be king only through ihe peojte 
War is now a national benefit, and not lo have war is the only a 
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Umity to be dreaded." ' — " Tell the king," says Gensoon^, " that 
WAT IS nectssary, that public opinion demands it, that the safely 
of the empire makes it a law." ' — " The stale we are in," con- 
cludes Vergniaud, " is a veritable state of destruction that may 
lead us to disgrace and death. To anns I to arms I Citizens, 
freemen, defend your liberty, confirm the hopes of that of the hu- 
man race. , Lose not the advantage of your position. Attack 
now ihat there is every sign of complete success. . The manes 
of past generations seem to me crowding into this temple to con' 
jnie you, in the name of the evils which slavery has compelled ihem 
to endure, to preserve future generations from similar evils, the 
generations whose destinies are in your hands ! Let this prayer 
be granted T Be for the future a new Providence ! Ally yourselves 
with eternal justice !"' — There is no longer any room for serious 
discussion with those Marseilles orators. Brissot, in response lo 
dte claim made by the Emperor in behalf of the princes" property 
■ Aisatia, replies that " the sovereignty of the people is not 
bound by the treaties of tyrants."* As to the gatherings of the 
rmigres, the Emperor having yielded on this point, he wilt yiekl 
on tbe othcre.* Let him formally renounce all combinations 
against France. " I want war on the loth of February," says 
BfiMOt, ■* if we do not receive advices of this renunciation." No 
•XpUoations arc to be listened to ; we want satisfaction ; " to re- 
qgjfc satis&ction is to put the Emperor at our mercy." ° The 
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Assembly, so eager to start the quarrel, usurps the King's right 
to take the first step and formally declares war, fixing the 
date.' — The die is now cast "They want war," says the Em- 
peror, " and they shall have it." Austria immediately forms an 
alliance with Prussia, threatened, like herself, with revolutiooa^ 
propaganda.* By sounding the tocsin the Jacobins, masters of the 
Assembly, have succeeded in bringing about that " monstrous 
alliance," and, from day to day, this tocsin sounds the louder. 
One year more, thanks to [his policy, and France will have all 
Europe for an enemy and for an only friend, the Regency cpf 
Algiers, whose internal system of govenmient is about the same 
as her own. 

IV. 
A calculation is perceptible through their eamiagnctet'* whidi 
b to be avowed at a later period. " The Constitution was always 
thrown up to us," Brissot is about to say, " and nothing could put 
down the Constitution but war."* Diplomatic wrongs con- 
sequently, of which they make parade, are simply pretexts ; if thejr 
urge on war it is for the purpose of overthrowing legality whkli 
interferes with them; their real object is the conquest of power. J 
second internal revolution, tlie application of their system and t 
detinitive equalization. — Concealed behind them is a maa who 
is the most politic and most absolute of theorisis, " whose 
great art is the attainment of his ends without being visible, the 
preparationof others for a remote prospect of which he has no 
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doubt, and Ihat of speaking but little in public and acting in se- 
cret." ' This man is Si&yes, " the leader of everything without 
seeming to lead anything. " Equally as infatuated as Rousseau 
with his own speculations but as unscrupulous and as clear-sighted 
as Machiavelli in the selection of practical means, he was, is, and 
will be, in decisive moments, the consulting counsel of radical de- 
mocracy. " His pride tolerates no superiority. He causes nobility 
to be abolished because he is not a noble ; because he does not 
possess all he u-ill destroy all. Hisfundamental doctrine for the es- 
tablishment of the Revolution on a firm basis is, that it is indispen- 
sable to change religion and the dynasty." — Now, had peace been 
mainLained all this was impossible; moreover the ascendency ot 
the party was compromised. Entire classes that had adhered to 
the party when it launched insurrection against the privileged, 
broke loose from it now that insurrection was directed against 
thero; among thoughtful men and among those with property, 
most were disgusted with anarchy and likewise disgusted with 
the abettors of it. Many administrators, magistrates- and func- 
lionarics recently elected loudly complained of their authority 
bring subject to thaiof the populace. Many cultivators, manu- 
£Kturers and merchants muttered to themselves because of the 
fruits of thrir labor and economy being surrendered at discretion 
to robbers and the indigent. It was hard for the flour-dealers of 
Etampcs not to dare to send oif their wheat, to be obliged to 
Hpply their customers at night, to tremble in tlieir own houses, 
to know that if they went out-doors they risked their lives.* It 
was hard for wholesale grocers in Paris to see their warehouses 
invaded, their windows smashed, their bags of coffee and boxes 
of sugar valued at a low price, parcelled out and carried away 
by oW hags or taken gratis by scamps who ran off and sold them 
at the other end of the street.' It was hard in all places for the 
bmilies of the old bourgeoisie, for the formerly prominent men in 
cAch town and village, for the eminent in each art, profession or 
tnde, for reputable and well-to-do people, in short, for the ma- 
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THE REVOLUTION. 

jority of men who tuda good roof over their heads and a good 
coat on their backs, to undergo the illegal domination of a crowd 
led by a few hundreds or dozens of stump- speakers and fi^^ 
brands. — Already, in the beginning of 1792, this dissatisfaction 
was so great as to be denounced in the tribune and in the prcu- 
Isnaid ' railed against " that multitude of large property-holdeni 
those opulent merchants, those haughty, wealthy pecsoDoga 
who, advantageously placed in the social amphitheatre, are unirill- 
ing to have their seats changed." " The bourgeoisie," wrote IV- 
tton,' " that numerous class free of any anxiety, is separating itsdt 
from the people ; it considers itself above them, . . . they are tbc 
sole object of its distrust. It is everywhere haunted by the om 
idea that the revolution is a war between those who have and tboat 
who have not." — It abstains, indeed, from the elections, it keep 
away from patriotic clubs, it demands the restoratinn of order ud 
the reign of law; it rallies to itself "the multitude of conservitiw, 
timid people, for whom tranquillity is the prime necessity," u>d 
especially, which is still more serious, it charges the disturbaocci 
upon their veritable authors. With suppressed indignation and 
a mass of undisputed evidence, Andre C'hepier, a man of feeliii^ 
starts up in the mirist of the silent crowd and openly tears off the 
mask from the Jacobins.' He brinp into full light the dwly 
sophism by which a mob, "some hundreds of idlers gatheral 
in a garden or at a theatre, are impudently called the people' 
He portrays " those three or four thousand usurpers of national 
sovereignty whom their orators and writers daily intoxicate with 
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te than any adulation oBered to the woist of despots j" 
ibose assemblies where " an infinitely small number of French 
men appears lar^e, because they are united and yell"; that Paris 
dub abandoned by honest, industrious and intelligent people 
ODC by one to give place to intriguers in debt, to persons of tar- 
nished reputations, to the hypocrites of patriotism, to the lovers ot 
ujiroar, to abortive talents, to damaged intellects, to outcasts of 
every kind and degree who, unable to manage their own busi- 
ness, indemnify themselves by managing that of the public. He 
ffaows around the central machine twelve hundred branches of 
insuiTeclion. twelve hundred affiliated clubs which, " hoMing each 
other's hands, form a sort of electric chain around all France," 
and giving it a shock at every touch from head-tguarters ; their 
confederation installed and enthroned not merely as a State 
within the State but as a State that is sovereign in a vassal State ; 
administrative bodies summoned to their bar, judicial verdicts 
set aside through their intervention, private individuals searched, 
snessed and condemned through their verdicts; a steady, 
tjmematic defense of insubordination and revolt; "commerce 
WbA industry styled criminal under the name of monopoly ; " pro- 
poly unseided and every rich raan rendered suspicious, "talent 
and integrity silenced," in short, a public conspiracy against so- 
dety in the very name of society, "while the sacred symbol 
eTHieny is made use of to seal " the exemption from punishment 
of a few tyrants. 

An outspoken protest of this kind embodied what most 
Frenchmen muttered to themselves, and from month to month, 
graver excesses excited greater censure. " Anarchy exists ' to a 
degree scarcely to be paralleled, and such is the horror and 
a|if)rchen&ion which licentious associations have universally in- 
tftiml, there b some reason to believe that the great mass of the 
French papulation would consider even despotism a blessing, if 
aooompAnifd trith security to persons and property, such as is 
expcnenced under the worst governments in Europe." — Another 
oteerver, not lesa competent,' says ; " It is plain to my eyes that 
wfaen Louis XVI. finally succumbed, he had more partisans in 
France than the year previous, at the time of his flight to Va- 
rennes." — ^Thc truth of this, indeed, was frequently verified at the 
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[ tend of 1791 and b^nni^ of 1791, by raiious invcsdgztiou.' 

"E^^mcn t&oanod oAoen of every grade, dected by the con- 

■liliMiiiiiiftiii. 9e«CBCf-ooe dqia nn eot uiioioHtnitiocis oui of 

v^uj-tmo, most of dte tribaoak,' all tndcfs and maauttctuttn, 

c*cfy tMtiaiui a Inge pankn of the Natiooal Guard or PirU," 

' m short, tbe dke of dkc nadoa, and among citizetts generallj, 

great m^orky vbo b>^ boa day to day were for hitn, 

[ atd far Ae '■Rtgju'* of tbe Assembly against the "Left." li 

I ifftiTTijl tnmUe had aoi been axnpUcated by cxiemal difficaltio, 

tbere would hare beoi a change ta opmioa, and this the Kinj 

cxpcctctL In aocepdng the Consdtntion, be ibougbt that iQ 

I defects wQudd be leveakd in piactical operation and that they 

' wtMld lead to a idorm. In the mean tine be scmpaloiis)]' 

' chs e nrBd tbe Coastttotioo, and, diniagfa intenst as well as cod- 

ace, kept his oath to tbe letter. "The most ^ihful execuiioa 

I wi the Cottsdnuon,' said be to 00c of bis ministers, " is tbe surel 

f to make the nation see tbe dxaoges that ought to be 

de in il' ' — In other wortls, be counted on experience, and il 

'li MtTf probable that if theie bad been nothing to interfere « ' 

expenence, bis cakubtioas voold have ruroed out correct. Tba J 

BMioa would bare finally deternuned between the defendcn of I 

Older and the intdgatofs of ditotder ; it would have decided lor I 

tbe nugntialcs against the dxAx, tor xix police agaiitst riotci^ I 

for the King against tbe populace: In one or two years n 

woold haTc leaned that a restoration of the executive po««rl 

was tndispaBaUe far seamng the execution of the laws ; that th 

chief of police, with his hands tied, could not do hb duty ; Uil 

it was undoobtcdly wise to grre bim bis otdei^ but that If b 

was to be of any ase against knaves and fools, his hands $ho4 

first beset free: 
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f Jusl the contrary with war; the aspect of things changes, and 
the alternative is the other way. It is no longer a choice be- 
tween order and disorder, but between the new and the old 
regime, for, behind foreign opponents on the frontier, there 
atancl the Emigres- The commotion is terrible, especially amongst 
the lower classes which mainly bore the whole weight of the old 
edifice; among the millions who live by the sweat of their brow, 
artisans, small fanners, m^layere, day-laborers and soldiers, also 
the smugglers of salt and other articles, poachers, vagabonds, 
beggars and half-beggars, who, taxed, plundered, and harshly 
treated for centuries, have to endure, from father to son, poverty. 
Oppression and disdain. They know through their own experi- 
ence the difference between their late and their present condition. 
They have only to fall back on personal knowledge to revive in 
their imaginations the enormous royal, ecclesiastical, and seignorial 
taxes, the direct tax of eighty-one per cent, the bailiffs in charge, 
the seizures and the husbandry service, the inquests of excisemen 
and game-keepers, the ravages of wild birds and of pigeons, the 
extortions of ibc collector and his clerk, the delay and ftaniality 
in obtaining justice, the rashness and brutality of the police, the 
kicks and cuffs of the constabulary, the swflrras of wretches like 
heaps of dirt and filth, the prom iscuousn ess, the over-crowding, 
the filth and the starvation of places of confinement.' They 

■ M dc L^mldtc, '' MAhkhivs," \- loo. — LjLvalelle, in the beguining of Scplcmbcr. itfp, 
colim u a vuluiiUser vo,i Kts Dili. aJong wiih two tientU. carrying hit kiHtv^ck aq hu 
lack. di»«l >n 1 >cl<cl and waring an unditu cap. The roUowinK ifaox the •calimeou 

" (wo ctayi txAsn our urival ■ t^ihop and IWQ tican, who were Qcapin); in a carnage, #eTtf 
Mapped by ihcqL lltey mDima£ed [he vehicle and TiHjnd Bome hundred! of franct, and. Id 

of ODCup0Lk« Kcming more IkicFBdve Vt thoc foud people than any other, diey s<wA an the 
watch Cv all waytajcrir" "The three volunieen are itoppcd by a little hump-haeked olhcial 

cuddenly cffr^ t a ftreal change and bring down ihunden of apjdauie. Bm the craay felluw 
did tu>t «IDp ihefe- Ordenng Lederc de la Rande vaperioiraly 10 mount on (he table, lie 
kddtBKd Ibe uatmbUge: "Yov ikall (fte whether we are noc Parii icpublicau. Now, 
sr. lay yoiir lepubUcan cilechiiin — ' What ii Godt what an ibe People! nd what ii ■ 

aboul like a haricquln, replica: 'God ia matter, the People are the poar, and the King it a 
tioo. a tL^er. an elephant who lean U piecea, devoUT^, and ertiihei the people down,' "— 

bounded. They emhnccd Ihe acton, hugged them, and bun them away. Each unve » 
ua hciDM with him, and we had u drink all round." 



io8 



THE REVOLVTJON. 



have simply to open their eyes to see their immense deliverance; 
all direct or indirect taxes for the past two years legally abol- 
'shed or practically suppressed, beer at two sous a pot. wine U 
bix sous a pint, pigeons in their meat-safes, game on their mm- 
spits, the wood of the national forests in their gancts, the 
gendarmerie timid, the police absent, in many places the cro(« 
all theirs, the owner not daring to claim his share, the ju<^ 
avoiding condemning them, the constable refusing to serve 
papers on them, privileges restored in their favor, the public *u- 
thorities cringing to mobs and yielding to their exactions, remaio- 
ing quiet or unarmed in the face of their misdeeds, their outrage) 
excused or tolerated, their superior good sense and deep feeling 
lauded in thousands of harangues, the jacket and the bimtte con- 
sidered as symbols of patriotism, and supremacy in the StaM 
claimed for the sans-ciilolles in the name of their merits and ibdi 
virtues. — And now the overthrow of all this is announced lo 
them, a league against them of foreign kings, the 
arms, an invasion imminent, the Croats and Pandoi 
field, hordes of mercenaries aud barbarians crowding 
Ihera again to put them in chains.— From the works] 
cottage there rolls along a formidable outburst of an] 
panied with national songs, denouncing the plots of 
summoning the people to arras.' This is the second 
Revolution, ever increasing and roaring, less grand 
former one, since it liears along with it but little more 
lower class, but higher and much more destructive. 

Not only, indeed, is the mass now launched forth of tbC 
most brutal sort, but a fresh sentiment animates it, the force q 
which is incalculable, thai of plebeian pride, that of the sut^ 
and poor man, who, suddenly erect after ages of debasement 
relishes, far beyond his hopes and unstintedly, the delights 
equality, independence, and dominion. "Fifteen millions 
while negroes," says Mallet- Dupan,' worse fed, more miserabll 
than those of St. Domingo, rebellious like them and 
pated from all authority through rebellion, accustomed like theO^ 
through thirty months of license, to ruling over all that 
left of their former masters, proud like them of the restonti4 
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of their caste and exulting in their homy hands,— one ma)- 
imagine their transports of rage on hearing the trumpet -blast 
which awakens them, showing them on the horizon the return- 
ing planicis, bringing with them new whipsand heavier manacles? 
— Nothing is more distrustful than such a sentiment in such 
breasts — quickly alarmed, ready to strike, ready for any act of 
violence, blindly credulous, headlong and easily impelled, not 
merely against real enemies on the outside, but at first against 
faaaginar^- enemies on the inside,' the King, the ministers, the 
gmiry, priests, parliamentarians, orthodox catholics, all adminis- 
tratora and magistrates who were imprudent enough to appeal 
to tbe law, all manufacturers, merchants, and owners of 
property who condemn disorder, the wealthy whose egotism 
keeps them at home, those who are well-off, well-bred and well- 
orcssed, all that are under suspicion because they have lost by the 
new r^me, or because they have not adopted its ways. — Such 
b the colossal brute which the Girondists introduce into tbu 
political arena,' For sis months they shake red flags before ils 
eyes, goad it on, work it up into a rage and drive it forward by 
decrees and proclamations against their adversaries and against 
is keepers, against the nobles and the clergy, against inside aristo- 
fnxs tn complicity with those of Cohlentz, against "the Austrian 
CHBiiunce" the accomplice of Austria, against the King, whose 
cuttion they transform into treachery, against the whole govem- 
meni to which they impute the anarchy they excite, and the war 
of whkh they are tbe instigators. 

Thus over-excited and topsy-turvy, nothing is now wanting 
to the plebeian class but arms and a rallying -point. The Gi- 
nodisD fiimish both. Through a striking coincidence, one 
which shows that the plan was concerted,' they set three political 
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engines agoing at one stroke. Just at the 
through their usual rodomontade, they render war ineviiibk, 
they put on the livery of the people and arm the poor. At 
the end of January, 1792, almost in the same week, their uiri- 
malum to Austria is announced by fixing the date of delay, by 
adopting the red woollen cap and beginning the raanufaaurc ol 
pikes. — It is evident that pikes are of no use in the open ficM 
against cannon and a regular army ; accordingly they are intend- 
ed for use in the interior and in towns, Let the national- 
guard who can pay for his uniform, and the active citizen wlw(e 
three francs of direct tax gives him a privilege, own their gum; 
the long-shoreman, the market -porter, the lodger, the passive citi- 
zen, whose poverty excludes them from voting must have tfior 
pikes, and, in these insurrectionary times, a ballot is not wonh » 
good pike wielded by brawny arms. — The magistrate in his robo 
may now issue any summons he pleases, but it will be runineil 
down his throat, and, lest he should be in doubt of this he ismide 
to know it beforehand. " The Revolution began with pikes asd 
pikes will finish it." ' " Ah," say the frequentere of the Tuilcrics 
gardens, " if the good patriots of the Champ de Mais only W 
pikes like these the blue-coats (Lafayette's guards) would not 
have had such a good chance I " — " They arc to be borne cveiy- 
where, wherever there are enemies of the people, to ihe ChiteM, 
if any can be found there I" They will override the veto and 
secure the passage of the proper decrees in the National Assem- 
bly. The faubourg St. Antoine tenders those it has for this puh 
pose, and, to mark the use made of them, it complains becauw 
" efforts are made to substitute the aristtxrary cfweait/i for the 
power of birth." It demands " severe measures against the i»- 
cally hypocrites who, with the Constitution in their hands, sbugb- 
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ter the people." It declares that " kings, ministers and a civit list 
will pass away, but thai the rights of man, national sovereignty 
and pikes will not pass away," and, by order of the president, 
the National Assembly thanks the petitioners " for the advice 
their Jieal prompts ihera to give." 

Between the leaders of the Assembly and the populace armed 
with pikes, the party is arraigned against the rich, against Con- 
stitutionalists, against the government, and henceforth, the Jaco- 
bin extremists march side by side with the Girondists, both recon- 
ciled for the attack except in so far as to (iiffer from each other 
after the victory. " The object of the Girondists ' is not a repub- 
lic in name, but an actual republic through a reduction of the 
civil list to five millions, through the curtailment of most of the 
royal prerogatives, through a change of dynasty of which the 
new head would be a sort of honorary president of the republic lo 
which ihey would assign an executive council appointed by the 
Assembly, that is to say, by themselves," As lo the Jacobin 
extremists we find no principle with them but " that of a rigorous, 
absolute application of the Rights of Man. With the aid of 
such a charter they aim at changing the laws and public officers 
every six months, at extending their levelling process to every 
constituted authority, to all legal pre-eminence and to property. 
The only regime they long for Is the democracy of a contentious 
rabble. . . The vilest instruments, professional agitators, 
brigands, fanatics, every sort of wretch, the hardened and armed 
poverty-stricken, who, in ivild disorder " march lo the attack of 
property and to " universal pillagings " — in short, barbariam 0/ 
town ami country " who form their ordinary army and never 
leave it inactive one single day." — Under their universal, con- 
certed and growing usurpation the substance of power melts wholly 
away in the hands of the legal authorities ; little by little, these 
are reduced to vain counterfeits, while from one end of France 
to the other,long before the final collapse, the faction, in the prov- 
inces as well as at Paris, substitutes, under the cry of public 
danger, the government of might for the government of law. 
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would see the first complete planting of the revoluiioft- 
ary tree, we must observe it in the department of the Boiuhi 
du-Rhflne ; nowhere was it so precocious, nowhere were local 
circumstances and native temperament so well adapted 
hastening its growth. — "A torrid sky, climatic extremes, an arid 
soil, rocks, . . , wasting rivers, torrents either dry or bunt- 
ing their banks," blinding dust, nerves irritated by steady northern 
blasts or by the intermittent gusts of the sirocco; a sensual rac^ 
choleric and impetuous, with no intellectual or moral ballast, ia 
which the mixture of Celt and Latin has destroyed the htimane 
suavity of the Celt and the serious earnestness of the Reman; 
"complete, powerful, rugged, and restless men,"' and yet gay. 
Spontaneous, eloquent, dupes of their own bombast, suddenly 
carried away by a flow of words and superficial enthusiasm; 
their principal city numbering 120,000 souls, in which commer- 
cial and maritime risks foster innovating and adventurous spirits; 
in which the sight of suddenly -acquired fortunes cxpmdcd oO 
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sensual enjoyments constantly undermines all stability of charac- 
ter; in which politics, like speculation, is a lottery oflfering its 
prizes to audacity ; besides all this, a free port and a rendezvous 
for nomadic inlerlopere, vagabonds, persons without fixed call- 
ings,' the lawless, bullies, and blackguards, who, like uprooted, 
decaying seaweed, drift from coast to coast the entire circle of 
the Meditetranean sea; a veritable sink filled with ihe dregs 
of twenty corrupt and semi- barbarous civilisations, where the 
froth of crime cast forth from the prisons of Genoa, Piedmont, 
&cily, indeed, of all Italy, of Spain, of the Archipelago, and of 
Batbaty, accumulates and ferments ; ' no wonder that, in such a 
time, the reign of the populace should be established there sooner 
than elsewhere.' — After many an explosion, this reign is inaugu- 
rated August 17, 1790, by the removal of M. Lieutaud, a sort 
of bourgeois, moderate Lafayette, who commands the National 
Guard. Around him rally a majority of the population, all men 
"honest or not, who have anything to lose." After he is driven 
out, then proscribed, then imprisoned, they resign themselves, 
and Marseilles belongs to the low class, consisting of 40,000 
needy adventurers of which the club is the leader. 

The better to ensure their empire, the municipality, one month 
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f:e fxriiiaca cf \L LieutiacL declares every cltizeo 
- icri"- ' -w'lc 'us izrr mfe or rrocessfon ; * the consequence is 
r!i: -iXLTocifs niisii ±e ^lesrlzzs of the sections in contempt 
:i rjcicnrccal jrw. As iz 'Z&st to this, property-owners and 
^:iT::=er::;L iiisi -r.zhfin.w roa iem, which is wise on their 
7 art- XT r:e asu;il iemiiC'iieL x irhinenr is set in motion with- 
:uc ie-iT. - Ejch seccoc-isscsiblT s composed of a doien 
iicncus jciris* awaicers ot the ciiib. who drive out honest people 
:y cscLi^'j:^ caniz^Is jzd bayocetsL The proceedings are 
imz^i l:<n:r£Lizc iz fre club, in cocxert with the municipalitj, 
irc wi>* r, "iioi wi:.: r^trises :o aOijcc them at the meeting! They 
ic sc fir IS rr rrreorai crdiess who wish to make any remaib 
*.ri rscxn: "riz-Ju ui rie ceilirs under the churches."* The 
xri*.i:=cc: rr-^vTis jTssisirte : ~ :ze worthiest and most numerons 
.•Ljss :s *: r:x^:er:K»i ind so dzxid "" that not one of the oppressed 
.ioTf aricd rxese =w-r=js. ::zl«ss protected by public force. 
•• >t 're :^-t:: Scree .zj^iriiinrs do cot sleep tranquilly," while 
:o. :cjl1 r.i^s iecinlly jre vestsd in -nve or six hundred indi- 
\v.-i^* Iv^^illv isc.iil:»i. Behind them marches the armed 
r-:;.\^. -±e horie of -rr^ards wi:hou: a country,"' always 
riTiiv ?jr rl.:='ierj:i. ::ijr»i<jr. and hancJig. In front of them 
:rjr-ch :".e ".'.xril i-ric-resw wh?. elected through their influence, 
v.irrk- or. :.-.? iimLrj^criCv:- urier their guidance. Patrons and 
vlerr<w r?.en:!*rer? o:" u:e club ir.d ::* satellites, the>- form a league 
*>/.c>. v'-i>'* tl"*.^ ran cf i sovereiim Scare, scarcely recognisiog» 
oxer. :r. wcria^ the a•-th^^.t^- of the central government* The 
devrrxx* bv which the Ni::cr-il AssemMy gives full power to the 
Co:;r.v..3c^"..^r.er4 :,^ re-es:^rl'.>h orier is denounced as /UdAride; 
these c.^n>c iT.t.cus ar.i cautious moderators are qualified a$ 
"c.:ctAt.r>"": they ar^ denounced in circular letters to all the 
nvun-.o::y..::e* of the cerartment. and to all Jacobin duhs 
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r:. .-^ . .^ .:* :* :*< ^vw-^u- .'vf^v^si ,J M Ljr-ii-i. — Tb< muaici|u2 ikci«« rdencd *• 

• ■ A". *•-»-.-* NA:>,i-jJe3^ ' F'. .;,:i- L«rer» .f* t^-we c-soauciMien, April 13, 17, il^*' 
Max j.'. 1*^: 

•r\i-. v-i *. ■ Kfxn: i K'jLr^ ' :.^. "E.CTT nae c!ut the urioaal fuard aufckd 
oui'sjJ.- ".Sc . .:x « A ■'^ :*.- > — -? --" - >=»<•>>* bn^Aai* »«•«.- fujed to dose up la ihdr n* 

• ' V-. •«..» .-- N i •-. 1 rv K '. .:.::• v' ■*rr«T*'r i--c« ^ tbe three ctwrntuMCiefS. Ie«a " 
V ;\ ■..:-.: " 1 ^e r -r;.:-.\».in .•■ MiTNTi".;** .^:*>H only the decree^ it plcaicft. and ft* 
ruS:rc~. ".: ":Sv Vji» r ^: ;-i^ a ct=: iru tU otr trcaKay '— PrwUBulioa of Apfil 13-- 
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THE JACOBIN COXQUEST. 

throughout the kiogdom ; ' the club is somewhat disposed to go 
to Aix to cut off iheir heads and send them in a tnmk to the 
president of the National Assembly, with a threat that the same 
penalty awaits himself and all the deputies if they do not re- 
volte their recent decrees; a few days after this, four sections 
draw up an act before a notary, stating the measures they bad 
taken towards sending an army of 6,000 men from Marseilles to 
Aix, to get rid of the three intrrjders. The commissioners daie 
not enter Mareeilles, where "gibbets are ready for them, aiKi a 
price set on their heads." It is as much as they can do to rescue 
from the (actioD M. l.ieuiaud and his friends, who, accused of 
ffj^-iM/Mw, confined without a shadow of proof, treated like mad 
dogs, put in chains,' shut up in privies and holes, and obliged to 
drink their own urine for lack of water, impelled by despair 
to the brink of suicide, barely escape murder a doxcn times in 
the court-room and in prison.* Against the decree of the Na- 
tional Assembly ordering their release, the municipality makes 
tccUmations, contrives delays, resists, and finally stirs up its usual 
tiutrtiments. Just as the prisoners are about to be released a 
crowd of "armed persons without uniform or officer," constantly 
tDcreased **by vagabonds and foreigners," gathers on the heights 
oteTkwking the Palais de Justice, and makes ready to fire on M. 




. Tbey uy •>t^\y 
If body. Such uc ihc 
■ rf iW tter RftiMqiB. lading mjD, and of Madame EUIou, wLTe at 9 muninpol 
to dx t«« of [he tintr Rdimmi," 
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r. I mrc my pirtervaiion id yuur lllkt onten and (a ihc good 

kl piard and ilu regular troops- - . Ai the hearing of the cue 

or la Ihti pvrt uf the ooimnune vcatiii«d (o thRHten the court with popu- 

le people, itirt^ up aBaanil ut, iind hroufitiL 

, ' Let B* aeiK Lirulaud and ultc him diere by foice. and if he will noi go up 
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UcuUud. Summoned to proclaim martial law, the munkipalli; 
refose^, dcduins that " the general detestation of the accused i) 
"; it demands the return of the Swiss regiment n 
its tnmcks, and that the prisooets remain where they are; dK 
oiklir thiog which it grants thera is a secret permission to escape, 
K if dwjr <rav gn^ty ; ther, accordingly, steal away clandd- 
dady and in disguise.' — The Sniss regiment, however, whidi 
pverents ibe nuigistrates from violating the law, must pay ibriB 
!, and, as it is iocomiptible, they conclude to drive it out 
' lowo. For four months the municipality mullipllo 
it eveiy kind of annoyance,* and, on the t6th of Octo- 
ft, the Jacobins provoke a row in the theatre against its 
The suae oi^it, outside the theatre, four of these art 
i bf anBed bands ; the post to which they retreat is neaily 
idt ; Ihey ue led to a prison for safety, and there 
m five days afterwards, ''although their innocence 
Uesnwhile, to ensure "public tranquillity," the 
IT hts leqnited the commander of the post to immc- 
f ir[ilw f the Swiss Guard with National Guards on all thf 
the latia yields to force, while the uscloi 
ileoed, has nothing to do but to pad: 
oA* This being done; the new municipality, still more Jacobin 
than die old one,* sepantes Marseilles from France, erects the 
dHy into a nkanudiDg lepoblicui government, gets up expedi- 
Mas, kvies contribatioas, forms alliances, and undertakes an 
atmed cooque a ot dw ilcpardnent. 

II. 

The fim dnng ii tolajr ils band on (be capital. Ai.x. where tht 
Swiss ic g iincni is stationed m gairison and where the supenuc 
audkotitia ate installed. This oftentioa is the more necessaiy 
iiUMnnch «b the Directory of the depamnent loudly commend* 
ihe tojnlty oC the Swiss Guud and takes ocosion to renund the 
" ■ ' f of the respect d«c to the law. 
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rcmonstTance is an insult, and the municipality, in a haughty tone, 
calls upon the Directory to avow or disavow its letter; "if yon 
did not write it, it is a foul report which it is our duty to examine 
into, and if you did, it is a declaration of war made by you against 
MaiseiUes." ' The Directory, in polite terms and with great 
circumspection, affirms both its right and its utterance, and re- 
nurks that " the pro-rata list of taxes of Marseilles for 1791 is 
not yet reported;" that the municipality is much more concerned 
with saving the State than with paying its contribution and, in 
short, it maintains its censure. — If it will not bend it must break, 
and on the 4th of February, 1792, the municipality sends Bar- 
birotiK, its secretary, to Paris, that he may palliate the attacks 
for which they are preparing. During the night of the 15-16, 
the dnims beat the general alarm, and three or four thousand men 
gather and march to Aix with six pieces of cannon. As a pre- 
czuiion they pretend to have no leaders, no captains or lieu- 
lenants or even corporals ; to quote them, all are equal, all volun- 
leen, each being summoned by the other ; in this fashion, as all 
are responsible, no one is.* They reach Aix at eleven o'clock in 
the forenoon, find a gate open through the connivance of those in 
tetguc with them among the populace of the town and its sub- 
tots, ajid summon the municipality to surrender the sentinels. 
In the mean time their emissaries have announced in the neighbor- 
ing x'illagK that the town was menaced by the Swiss regimeni ; 
consequently four hundred men from Aubagne arrive in haste, 
while (rom hour to hour the National Guards from the surround- 
ing vdlages likewise rush in. The streets are full of armed men ; 
•houts uise and the tumult increases ; the municipal body, in 
tiK uaiversal panic, loses its wits. This body is afraid of a 
noctuntal fight " between troops of the line, citizens. National 

* tcncr IprMUiri tX ttiv I>inctdry 10 rhc Minillu crT War. Jan- 4. 17^ — Leila of ihc 
IT if Macwlla ID ihe IMi«laty, Jin. 4. in<] the Diminry' 
' 1^ — ll«f« v« see die part played by Barbaniui 
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Guards and armed strangers, no one being able to recognise one 
another or know who is an enemy." It sends back a detachmcm 
of three hundred and fifty Swiss Guards, which tlie Directory hid 
ordered to its support, and consigns the regiment to its quarters. 
— At this the Directory takes to tlighL Military sentinels of ill 
kinds are disarmed while (he Marseilles throng, tiimiag its ad- 
vantages to account, announces to the municipality at two o'clock 
in the morning that, "allow it or not" it is going to attack ibe 
the barracks immediately ; in fact, cannon are planted, a few shoe 
are fired, a sentinel killed, and the hemmed-in regiment is com- 
pelled to evacuate the town, the men without their guns and the 
officers without their swords. Their arms are stolen, the people 
seize the suspected, the lantern is hauled down and the noose b 
made ready. Cayol, the flower-girl, is hung. ITie municipality, 
with great difficulty, saves one man who is already lifted by the 
rope two feet from the ground, and obtains for three others "t 
temporary refuge " 

Henceforth there is no authority at the department head- 
quarters, or rather it has changed hands. Another Directory, 
more pliable, is installed in the place of the fugitive Directory. 
Of the thirty-six administrators who form the Council only twdve 
are present at the election. Of the nine elected only six 
to sit, while often only three are found at its sessions, and these 
three, to recruit their colleagues, are obliged to pay them.' 
Hence, notwithstanding its being the best place in the depait- 
ment, they are worse treated and more unfortunate than their 
r^'ants outside. The delegates of the club with the municipal 
officers of Marseilles seated alongside of them, oblige them either 
to keep silent, or to utter what they dictate to them.* " Our arms 
[ are tied," writes one of them, " we arc wholly under the yoke" 
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of ih«se iDtraders. "We have twice in succession seen more than 
three hundred men, many of them with guns and pbtols, enter 
the hall and threaten us with death if we refused them what they 
asked. We have seen infuriate motionnaires, nearly all belonging 
lo Avignon, mount the desks of the Directory, harangue their 
comrades and excite them to rioting and crime." " You must 
decide between life or death," they exclaimed to us, "you have 
ooly a quarter of an hour to choose." " National guards have 
oficred their sabres through the windows, left open on account of 
the extreme heat, to those around us and made signs to them to 
cut our throats." — Thus fashioned, reduced and drilled, the Di- 
nctoty is simply an instrument in the bands of the Marseilles 
demagogues. Camoin, Berlin and Rebecqui, the worst agitators 
snd usurpers, rule there without control. Rebecijui and Berlin, ap- 
poinicd delegates in connection with matters in Aries, have them- 
tetves empowered to call for defensive troups; they immediately 
demand them for attack to which the Directory vainly remon- 
strates ; they declare to it that " not being under its inspection, 
it has no authority over them ; being independent of it, they have 
BO otders to receive from it nor to render to it any account of 
their conduct." So much the worse for the Directory on attempt- 
ing to revoke their powers. Benin informs its vice-president 
that, if it dares do this he will cut off his head. They reply 
lo the Minister's obsen-alions with the utmost insolence.' They 
glory in the boldness of the stroke and prepare another, their 
raarch oa Aii being only the first halt in the long -meditated 
ompaigD which involves the possession of Aries. 



III. 
No dty, indeed, is more odious to them. For two years, led 
K pa^ed on by its major, M. d'Antonelle, it has marched along 
rilb them or been <lragged along in their wake. D'Antonelle. 
ui ultra- re volution is I, repeatedly visited and piersonally en- 
noraged the bandits of Avignon. To supply them with cannon 
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cities political hostility is tinctured with old municipal animosi- 
ties, stmQar to those of Thebes against Flat^ea, of Rome against 
Veii, of Floreoce against Pisa. The Guelphs of Marseilles 
brooded over the one idea of crushing the Ghibcllins of Aries. 
—Already, in the electoral assembly of November, 1791, M, 
d'Antonelle, the president, had invited the communes of the de- 
paniiient to take up arms against this anti-jacobin city ; ' six 
hundred Marseilles volunteers set oui on the instant, install them- 
selves at Salon, seize the syndic-attorney of the inimical district, 
and tdusc to give him up, this being an advance-guard of 4,000 
men promised by the forty or fifty clubs of tlie party.' To arrest 
tSeir operations requires the orders of the three commissioners, 
Tesoluliotis passed by the Directory still intact, royal proclama- 
tions, a decree of the Constituent Assembly, the firmness of the 
ttin loyal troops and the firmer stand taken by the Arlesians who, 
putting down an insurrection of the Mint band, had repaired their 
Tampans, cut away their bridges and mounted guard with their 
gUBs loaded." But it is only a postponement. Now that the 
commissioners have gone, and the king's authority a phantom, 
now thai ihe last loyal regiment is disarmed, the lerrificd Direct- 
ory recast and obeying like a servant, with the Legislative As- 
KmMy allowing everywhere the oppression of the Constitution- 
alists by the jacobins, a fresh Jjcobin expedition may be started 
against the Const It utionalists with impunity, and accordingly, 
oo the ijd of March, 179J, the Marseilles army of 4,500 men 
sets out on its march with nineteen pieces of cannon. 

Id rain the commissioners of the neighboring departments, 
»em by the Minister, represent to them Iliat Aries submits, that 
sbe has laid down her arms, and that the town is now garrisoned 
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■eSlcs anny, tove about and gorge themselves as in a vani^uish- 
ed oountry.' 

They cat anddrink voraciously, break into clothes-presses, carry 
aS linen iind food, steal hordes and valuables, break fumiiiire 
to pieces, tear up books, and bum papers.* All this is the just 
puoishment of aristocrats. Moreover, it is no more than right 
thai patriots should be indemnified for their toil, and a few blows 
loo many are not out of place in securing the rule of the right 
party. — For example, on the false report of order being dis- 
turbed at Chiteau- Renard, Benin and Rebecqui send ofT a 
detachment of men. while the municipal body in uniform, fol- 
lowed by the National Guard, with music and flags, comes forth 
to n>eet and salute it. Without uttering a word of warning, 
the Marseilles troop falls upon the cortege, strikes down the flags, 
s the National Guard, tears the epaulettes off the officers' 
i, drags the mayor to the ground by his scarf, pursues 
the counsellors, sword in hand, puts the mayor and syndic- 
sttomey in arrest, and, during the night, sacks four dwellings, the 
whole ander the direction of three Jacobins of the place under 
kuliclnicni for recent crimes or misdemeanors. Henceforth at 
ChAtcAu-Rcnaid they will look twice before enacting laws in 
bvoT of patriots.' — At Velaux "the country house of the late 
Kignior is sacked and everything is carried away, even to the 
del and window -glass." A troop of two hundred men "over- 
run the village, levy contributions, and put all citizens who are 
wril-off under obligations for considerable sums." Camoin, the 
Marseilles chief, one of the new department- administrators, who 
ii ta the oeighborhood, lays his hand on everything that is fit to 
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be taken, and, a few days at\er this, 30,000 (rancs are found ii 
his carpet-bag. — These examples, under this natural inspimion, 
are followed by others and the commotion spreads. In e»crj 
borough or petty town the club profits by these acts to uiitie 
its ambition, its greed, and its hatred. That of Apt appeals 10 
its neighbors, whereupon 1,500 National Guards of Gordo, St 
Satumin. Gouls and Lacorie, with a thousand women and ch3- 
dren supplied with clubs and scythes, arrive one morning in thjl 
town. On being asked by whose orders they come in this 
ion, they reply, "by the orders which their patriotism has giva 
them;" "the fanatics," or partisans of the sworn priests, ' 
the cause of their journey." The result is, "they w.nni lodgiligl 
at the expense of the fanatics only," which involves fortheUltd 
and for the town three days' sojourn, at a cost of 10.000 ftancs.' 
They begin by breaking everything in the church of the Rjot- 
lets, and wall up its doors. They then expel unsworn ecdti 
astics from the town, and disarm their partisans. The club of 
Apt, which is the sole authority, remains in session thrw diyit 
"the municipal bodies in the vicinity appear before it, apd 
for themselves, protest their civism, and ask as a favor thai at 
detachment be sent to their places. Individuals are sentforM 
be interrogated"; several are proscribed, among whom 1 
administrators, members of the court, and the syndic-attonwjk 
A number of citizens have fled ; — the town is purged, while Al 
same purging is pursued in numbere of places in and out erf M 
district.* It is, indeed, attractive business. It empties the pond 
of the ill-disposed, and fills the stomachs of patriots ; it b agrM 
able to be well entertained, and especially at the expense dl 
one's adversaries — the Jacobin is quite content to save te 
country through a round of feastings. Moreover, he has t 
satisfaction of playing king among his neighbors, and noi O^ 
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do ihey feed him far doing them this service, but, again, they 
pajr him for it.' — Alt this is enlivening, and the expedition, 
which is a "sabbat," emis in a carnival. Of the two Marseilles 
lUvisions, one, led back to Aix, sets dou'ii to ''a grand patriotic 
least," and then dances fandangoes, of which " the principal one 
is led off by the mayor and commandant";' the other makes its 
cotry into Avignon the same day, with still greater pomp and 
jollity. 

IV. 
Such another nest of brigands does not exist in all France. 
Il is not owing to a more savage jacquerie here, produced by a 
greater degree of misery; on the contrary, the Comtat, be- 
fore the Revolution, was a land flowing with milk and honey. 
There was no taxation by the Pope; the taxes were very light, 
and were expended on the spot. " For one or two sols, one here 
could have meat, bread, and wine."' But, under the mild and 
corrupt administration of the Italian legates, the country had 
become "the safe asylum of all the rogues in France, Italy, and 
Genoa, who by means of a trifling sum paid to the Pope's 
agents, obtained protection and immunity." Smugglers and 
receivers aboundetl here in order to break through the lines o{ 
the French customs. '■ Bands of robbers and assassins were 
formed, which the vigorous measures of the parliaments of Aix 
and Grenoble could not wholly extirpate. Idlers, libertines, 
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professioiia] gamblers,"* \spi.-apshit, intriguers, parasites, lod 
adventurers, elbow men with branded shoulders, the reieransof 
vice and crime, "the scapegraces of the Toulon and MtrsoBo 
gallej-s." Ferociljf here is hidden in debauchery, like a ser;wil 
hidden in its own slime, the opportunity being only needed to 
transfonn this haunt of licentiousness into a den of cut-tbroalL 
The Jacobin leaders, Toumal, RovJre, the two Doptais, d* 
two Mainvielles, and L^cuyer, readily obtain recruits in ihil 
sink. — At first, aided by the rabble of ihe town and of its pur- 
lieus, peasants hating the oilroi, vagabonds opposed to order of 
any kind, porters and watermen armed with scythes, lumspiB 
and clubs, they excite seven or eight riots, drive off the legiU|. 
force the Councils to resign, hang the chiefs of the Natiood 
Guard and of the conservative party,' and take possessic»t of tlK 
municipal offices, — After this their band increases lo the dinwK 
sions of an army, which, with license for its countenign ud 
pillage for its pay, is the same as that of Tilly xnd Wallciutei% 
" a veritable roving Sodom, at which the ancient city would hin 
stood aghast" Out of 3.000 men, only 300 belong in Avijf 
non ; the rest are composed of French deserters, smuggleiv 
fugitives from jusiice, vagrant foreigners, marauders and milfr 
factors, who, scenting a prey, come from afar, and even &w» 
Vans ; * along with them march the women belonging to tbea^ 
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sbH more foul and sanguinary. In order to make it perfectly 
pUin that with them murder and robbery are the order of the 
day, they massacred their first general, Patrix, guilty of having 
nrlrased a prisoner, and elected in his place an old highway 
tramp named Jourdan, condemned to death by the court at 
Valence, but who had escaped on the eve of his execution, and 
who bore the nicltname of Coupe-tete, because he is said to have 
cut off the heads at Versailles of two of the King's guards.' — 
Under such a commander the troop increases until it forms a 
body of five or six thousand men, which stops people in the 
streets and forcibly enrolls them; they are called Maiuirins? 
which is severe for Manrtrin, because their war is not merely on 
public persons and property, as his was, but on the possessions, 
the proprieties, and the lives of private individuals. One de- 
todiwent alone, at one time, extorts in Cavaillon 35,000 francs, 
in Baume 11,000, in Aubignon 15,000, in Pioline 4,800, while 
CwuDont is taxed i.ooo francs a week. At Sarrians. where the 
tnajror gives them the keys, they pillage houses from top to 
boRotn, carry off their plunder in carts, set fire, violate and slay 
mth all Ihe refinements of torture of so many Hurons. An old 
bdj- of eighty, and a paralytic, is shot at arms length, and left 
weltering in her blood in the midst of the flames. A child five 
years of age is cut in two, its mother decapitated, and its sister 
mutilated ; they cut off the cars of the cure, set them on his 
brow like a cockade, and then cut his throat, along with that of 
a |Mg, and tear out the two hearts and dance around them.' 
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After Ihis, for fifly days around Carpentras, to which they by 
siege in mud, the uaprovoked, cruel instincts of the chauffnm 
manifested at a later date, the anthropophagous d^ircs whidi 
sometimes reappear in convicts, and the pervertel and ovo- 
arained sensuality found in maniacs, have full play. 

On beholding the monster it has nourished, Avignon, in alino. 
utters cries of distress.' But the brute, which feels its strength, 
turns against its former abettors, shows its teeth, and exacts in 
daily food. Ruined or not, Avignon must furnish its quoiL 
"In the electoral assembly, Mainvielle the younger, elected 
elector, although he is only twenty-two, draws two pistols fixiit 
his belt and struts around with a threatening air." * Duprat, dte 
president, the better to master his colleagues, proposes to then 
to lea\-e .\vignon and go to Sorgues, which they refuse 
upon this he orders cannon to be brought, promises to pay ihcM 
who will accompany him, drags along the timid, and denounces 
the rest before an upper national court, of which he himself hu 
designated the members. Twenty of the electors thus denounced 
are condemned and proscribed ; Duprat threatens to enter by 
force and have thctn executed on the spot, and, under his IcsOcp 
ship, the army of Mandrins advances against Avignon. — Ini 
progress is arrested, and, for two months, restrained by the tw9 
mediating commissioners for France ; they reduce its numheni 
and it is on the point of being disbanded, when the brute agu 
boldly seizes its prey, about to make its escape. On the iii 
of .August, Jourdan, with his herd of miscreants, obtains p< 
sion of the palace. The municipal body is driven out. 
mayor escapes in disguise, Tissol, the secretary, is cut down, 
municipal oflicere and forty other persons are thrown i 
while a number of houses belonging to the fugitives and to priesU 
are pillaged, and thus supply the bandits with their first finuxsd 
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retimu.' — Then begins the greal fiscal operation which is going 
10 fill iheir pockets. Five men of straw, chosen by Duprat and 
fab associates, compose, with L^cuyer as secretary, a provisional 
municipal body, which, taxing the town 300,000 Trancs and sup- 
pressing the convents, offers the spoils of the churches for sale. 
The bells are taken down, and the hammers of the workmen 
engagcil in breaking them to pieces are heard all day long. A 
«Tong-box full of plate, diamonds, and gold crosses, left with 
the director of the Mont-de-Pi^t^, on deposit, is taken and 
carried off to the commune ; a report is spread that the val- 
luUcs pawned by the poor had been stolen by the municipal- 
ity, znA thai those "robbers had already sent away eighteen 
tniaks full of them." Upon this the women, exasperated at the 
bare walls of the churches, together with the laborers in want of 
work or bread, all the common class, become furious, assemble 
of their own accord in the church of the Cordeliers, summon 
LJcayer to appear before them, drag him from the pulpit and 



Thii time there seems to be an end of the brigand party, for 
the entire town, the populace and the better class, are against 
dwm, while the peasants in the country shoot them down 
wfcererer they come across them. — Terror, however, sup])lies the 
pUcc of numbers, and, with the 350 bravos still left to them, the 
estreme Jacobins undertake to overcome a city of 30,000 souls. 
Ikbinvielle the elder, dragging along two cannon, arrives with a 
jntnd, firci at a venture into the already semi-abandoned church. 
sod kills two men. Duprat assembles about thirty of the towns- 
people, imprisoned by him on the 31st of August, and, in 
MWiriop to these, about forty mechanics belonging to the Catholic 
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brothcrboods, ponere, bakers, coopers, and day-laborers, two 
pea&ants, a beggar, a few women seUed haphazard and on vague 
denunciations, one of them, "because she spoke ill of Madame 
MainTJeUe." Jourdan supplies the executioners ; the apothecMj 
Mende, brotber-in-Iaw of Diqwat, plies them with liquor, while 
a clerk of Toomal, the ne»-sman, bids them " kill all, so llut 
there shall be no witnesses left." Whereupon, at the reiterated 
orders of Mainvielle, Tonmal, Duprat. and jourdan, with accom- 
paniments of indescribable lubricity,* the massacre develops its(tf 
on the i6ih of October and following days, during sixty- 
hours, the victims being a couple of priests, three children, 
old man of eighty, thirteen women, two of whom are pregnant, 
in all, sixty-one persons, butchered, felled to the ground, 
then cast on top of each other into the Glacis hole, a moiha 
on the body of her infant, a son on the body of his rather, tat 
hole being filled up with stones and covered over with quick- 
lime on account of the odor.' In the mean time about 
hundred more, killed in the streets, are pitched into the SorgnM 
canal ; five hundred families lake to flight. The scattered bi»- 
dits return in a body, while the assassins who are at the held of 
them, enthroned by murder, organise for the benefit of their 
band a legal system of brigandage, against which nobody defeodr 
himself.' 

'Iliese are the friends of the Jacobins of Aries and MatseiU^ 
the men of good-standing before whom M. d'Antonelle ap 
and makes a speech in the cathedral at Avignon.* These aift; 
the pure patriots, who, with their hands in the till and their I 
in gore, caught in the act by a French army, the mask torn 
through a scrupulous investigation, universally condemned b)[ 
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the cn.ancipated electors, also hy the deliberate verdict of tlic 
new meiiiaiing commissioners,' are comprehended in the amnesty 
proclaimed by the Legislative Assembly a month before iheir 
last crime. — The sovereigns of the Bouches-du-Rhone, however, 
do not regard the release of their friends and allies as a favor ; 
something more than pardon and forgctfulncss most be awarded 
to the murderers of the GlaciSre. On the 29th of April, 1792. 
Rebecqui and Bertin, the vanquishers of Aries, enter Avignon ' 
along with a coa^ge, at the head of which are from thirty to 
ibriy of the principal murderers whom the Legislative Assembly 
itself had ordered to be recommitted to prison, Duprat, Main- 
viellc, Toumal, Mende, then Jourdan in the uniform of a com- 
inanding general crowned with laurel and seated on a white 
horse, and, lastly, ihc dames Duprat, Mainvielle and Toumal, in 
dashing style, standing on a sort of triumphal chariot; during 
the procession the cry is heard, "The Glacifere will be full this 
time ! '' — On their approach the public functionaries fly ; twelve 
hundred persons abandon the town. Forthwith each terrorist, 
under the protection of the Marseilles bayonets, resumes his 
office, like a man at the head of his household. Raphel, the 
former judge, along with his clerk, both with warrants of arrest 
against them, publicly officiate, while the relatives of ihe poor vic- 
tims slain on the 16th of October, and the witnesses that appeared 
on the trial, are threatened in the streets ; one of them is killed, 
and Jourdan, king of Ihe department for an entire year, begins 
over again on a grand scale, at the head of the National Guard, 
and afterwards of the police body, the same performance which, 
on a small scale, he pursued under the ancient regime, when, 
with a dozen "armed and mounted" brigands, he traversed the 
highways, forced open lonely houses at night, and, in one 
ctiAtcau alone, stole 24,000 francs. 

■Thi« hiinitrcd »<) Ihtny.fin witnFuci InliAnl during lb( Irial— DcDamniutiTi, I. lU. 
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i*^ bv t,Bc» AU jirc caBtuiuliaDRlbu iind comervauva. 

'"Aichim NiDimalei," F'. 3.196. DffidaL rcpon oF Augier ind Fabn, adininiilnilon 
of Ihe BouchH-du-Rhone, A.lgDOD, May 11. ■199.-Jf.11//n.r, XII. 31). Itc|«n of ihc 
Mimiier of JuMice, Mny 5.— XII. 314. Peuiian of ranyiiUubiunuor Aiignon, May ;.— 
XII. ]34. Offida] Tcp«t a' Pin«. conimiuions of the DrSme. uir to Avignon— XII 04. 
Rtpan of M. Chavtaignac and other papen. May ro.— XI. 741. I^ter of the dvtl eommv- 




THE REVOLVTtOS 



Thos s the Jacobin cotiquest efiected. Up to the ijUi of April. 
179], through acts oJ^%-iolence almost equal to those ve havcjun 
descnbed. it spreads over more than twenty departmcnis and, 
ihroogfa less aggravated ooes, over the other sixty.' Tl^ com- 
poskioa of the panics is the same everywhere: On one side ail 
the ineqMDsiUe of all conditions, " dissipators who, having not 
snned their own patrimony, cannot tolerate that of another, ma 
without property to whom disorder is 3 door open 10 wealth and 
puUk offkc, ibe envious, the ungrateful whose obligations to their 
beoe&ctDfs a day of le^olulion cancels, the hot-headed, all those 
codrasiastM: inoovatDis who preach reason with a dagger in iheit 
hand, die iocfigent, the brutal and the wretched of die lo<et 
dKS wbOy possessed by one leading anarchical idea, one eumi^ 
tif tUHnmityi witii the law dumb and the sword in the scahbud. 
are sdlBulatcd to dare all things." On the other side are the 
Steady-gOUig,pe«:eaUe class, minding theirow-n business, commoo- 
flace in mind and sensibilities, "enervated by the habits aiisiag 
from sccmitY and frotn constant contentment, surprised at any 
foreseen disturbance and trying to hnd out what the matter is, % 
anted ftom each other by diversity of intetests. opposing only I 
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THE JACOBIN CONQUEST. ijj 

and caution to persevering audacity in defiance of legiiiniattr 
means, unable either to make up their mind or to remain inactive, 
perplcKed over sacrifices just at the time when the enemy is go- 
ing to render it impossible to make any in the future, in a word, 
bringing efieminacy and egoism to bear against the passions in 
their greatest freedom, against fierce poverty and hardened im- 
morality.'" — The issue of the conflict is everywhere the same. In 
each town or canton an aggressive squad of unscrupulous fanatics 
and resolute adventurers imposes its rule over a sheep-like ma- 
jority which, accustomed to the regularity of an old civilisation, 
dares neither disturb order for the sake of putting an end to dis- 
order, or gel together a mob to put down another mob. — Every- 
where the Jacobin principle is the same. " Your system," says 
one of the department Directories to them,' " is to act imperturb- 
ably on all occasions, even after a constitution is established, and 
the limitations to power are fixed, as if the empire would always 
be in a state of insurrection, as if you were clothed with a dic- 
tatorship essentia] for the city's salvation, as if you were clothed 
with full power in the name of public safety." — Everywhere are 
Jacobin tactics the same. At the outset they assume to have a 
monopoly of patriotism and, through the brutal destruction of 
other clubs, they are the only visible organ of public opinion. 
The voice of their coterie, accordingly, seems to be the voice of 
the people ; their control is established on that of the legal au- 
Ihories; they have taken the lead through persistent and irresisti- 
ble encroachments; their usurpation is consecrated by exemption 
from punishment. 

• Mmtirw A Fraitct, Bumbcn for Jan. I a 
dnvB NadonaJo," F', j.iBi, 3.i»6. L«trr 

u Irying to kjw dbcord uncHie us u la dnitv la be rFi£hlme<l- All llicy uk is tranquULiiy 

Aria, April, IJSSi- On ihe illcita) approach of ihc Muicilln anny, M. dn Dammanin, mii. 

hklcaway cheir huibandi' cum in ibc nighL Onlyooe hundred nluniecnue found uaci 
urilh ihc Rgular troopi. 

■"Anluva NatHwala." F\ 3,734. Speech o( M. Sr. Anuu, vic«-pmident of [he 
pirtciorruf L«-et-G»ninnc,uiiheiB«yorofT<ionHn.,Apiil 10; loteiof Ilioyndic-aiiomey. 
teasilla M, Rulud, nunbter, April »: "AcijiRiing to the prinupla of the nuynr uf Ton- 

I can nadily percdve, lir. that he a nol une of them."— Dubcu, fonneriy a 
nuw a pTutolant minister. — Act of the Direclory a^nn the munidpaliiy of 
13. The lauer appeals 10 Iht Leii^alive Aucmhly. The msyoi and one el 
untelloTs appear b its name (May 19} at the bar of the Assembly. 
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" Among all the agents, good or bad, constituted or not cm- 
Stituted, that alone governs which is inviolable. Now, 'he duU 
for a long time, has been too much accustomed to domineering 
to annoying, to persecuting, to wreaking vengeance, for any lo- 
cal administration to regard it in any other light than as bvio- 
[able." ' It accordingly governs and its indirect influence a 
promptly transformed into direct authority. — Voting alone, ot 
almost alone, in the primary meetings, which are deserted or 
under constraint, the Jacobins easily choose the muoicipal tndf 
and the officers of the National Guard.' After this, through 
the mayor, who is their tool or their accomplice, they have ll 
legal right to launch or arrest the entire armed force and ihtf 
avail themselves of it. — Two obstacles still stand in their way. Oa 
the one hand, however conciliatory or timid the Director)- of the 
district or department may be, elected as it is by electors of il 
second degree, it usually contains a fair proportion of well-tnforaK 
ed men, comfortably off, interested in keeping order, and less in 
clined than the municipality to put up with gross violations oftt 
law. Consequently they denounce it lo the National J 
biy as an unpatriotic and anti-revolutionary centre of "botif 
geoise aristocracy." Sometimes, as at Brest,' they shamefiiKj 
disobey orders which are perfectly legal and proper, often r 
{leated and strictly formal ; afterward, still more shamefully, tbc] 
demand of the Minister if, "placed in the cruel alternative or 
giving offence to the hierarchy of powers, or of leaving the c 
monwealth in danger, they ought to hesitate." Sometimes, i 
Arras, they impose themselves illegally on the Directory insessiofl 
and browbeat it so insolently as to make it a point of honor w 
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the latter to solicit its own suspension.' Sometimes, ns at Figeac, 
they summon an administrator to their bar, keep him standing 
three-tju altera of an hour, seize his papers and oblige him for fear 
of something worse, lo leave the town.' — Sometimes, as at Auch, 
ihey invade ihe Directory's chambers, seiie the administrators by 
the throat, pound ihem with their fisis and dubs, drag the presi- 
dent by the hair, and, after a good deal of trouble, grant him his 
life' — On the other hand, the gendarmerie and the troops brought 
for the suppression of riots, are always in the way of those who stir 
up the rioiets. Consequently they expel, corrupt and especially 
purify the gendarmerie together with the troops. At Cahots they 
drive out a brigadier of the gendarmerie, " alleging that he keeps 
company with none but aristocrats." * At Toulouse, without 
mentioning the lieu ten ant -colonel, whose life they threaten by 
anonymous letters and oblige to leave the town, they transfer the 
whole corps to another district under the pretence that "its prin- 
ciples are adverse to the Constitution."* At Auch, andat Rennes, 
through the insubordination which they provoke among the men, 
they extort resignations from their officers. At Perpignan, by 
means of a riot which they foment, they seize, beat and drag to 
prison, the commandant and staff whom they accuse "of wanting 
to bombard the town with five pounds of powder."* — Meanwhile, 

■ Monimo-Ttraoui, II. 376 (union of Ax Direr 
Th« pditioo, ugiKil by 1J7 inbabilBnUof Arras,i>i 

while the pRsidcDL, 1is[tiufl£ u these nfbicmcnu. h 
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h theJMfiterie, which they lei loose from the DordogKH} 
Avqrtwi, from Cantal to the Pyrenees and the \'ar, undct the 
t of pimishing the relatives of /mi^s and the abeiluR 
\ ptiests, they create an amiy of their own Dudt 
^ of robbcis xDd the needy who, in anticipation of the aplois 
of Ac oomir^ revolutionaiy amiy, freely kill, bum, pillage, nn- 
sow and pr^ at Urge on the defenceless flock of propiieton of 
evoj dis and d^ree.' 

la dits operaiioD each dub has its neighbors for allies, ofieting 
U tbem or receiving from ihem offers of men and money. Thtt 
of Caoi tHiden iis assistance to the Baycux associatim for 
hiuttiDgoia unsworn priests, and to help the patriot of the ]ilac« 
"to lid diemsdi-es of the tyranny of their administiuion.'' 
That of BessDvon declares the three aclmtnislrative bodies of 
5 "naworthy of the confidence with which they have 
d," and openly enters into a league with all the clubi 
of die Upper and Lower Rhine, to set free a Jacobin arrcsKd 
«s * (bttieotcr of insurrections.' Those of the Pm--de-D6roeaiid 
|tri^d>onng departments depute to and establish at Clennoni A 
cmtni) club of direction and propagandlsm.* Those of the 
fiouchcs^u-Rh^e treat with the commissioners of the depot' 
NMiMs of Drdme, Card, and Heniult, to watch the ^nidi 
fionber, and send delegates of their own to see to the state of 



Bf oOkt Eub mU I* 

Buidihtckikrf 

Md WHtMoM ikaM be pH w miHDB lod Uid undn oniHlHiaiHi.'-^Cf '. v>n. 

". j.iaD IfitiT ol ifac >7nilie.aI»nie]F of B^rnu. Htf ffc 

LI I>iRCl<i(T. Mity tl. ■■ The dulu ihDuld be Kbaak ■ 

Dr of IL If Ifail tcuidjil04L1 ftlnifck »%^aat the k 

K libeny, a anuuiuum. ud uliguMidi fcr ibc ftoA 



■ chih » M. DiWKh. Uny 

». Uke Ihu af ihc III 

■h you."— Iltnfan Ac JkoUh duteof ibe Uppei end Lwa Rhincxaddi 

In Puh club. 

>. XII. M*- '■'■T ■». '79^ "iMIti vldreBcd ihnHiEh 

Ik* rrttufh of Iht Conauiulioa by ihc |>ilii<Hk otntnl u>d«y. (arm 

A," (Tb*n a lit* tUM ccanaliul^iiB beiwecii L>ao> and biRleuu. 



ihe fortifications of Figui&res,' — There is no recourse to the crini- 
iaal tribunals. In forty depart men is, these are not yet installed , 
m th« forty-three others, they are cowed, silent, or lack money 
and men to enforce their decisions.' 

Such is the foundation of the Jacobin State, a confederation 
of twelve hundred oligarchies, which manteuvre their pn>lelariat 
clients in obedience to the word of command despatched from 
Paris. It is a complete, organized, active State, with its central 
government, its armed force, its official journal, its regular corre- 
ipondcnce, its declared policy, its established authority, and its 
tcpTcsentative and local agents ; the latter are actual administra- 
lon alongside of administrations which are abolished, or athwart 
ailministrations which are brought under subjection. — In vain do 
dtc blest ministers, good clerks and honest men, try to fulhll 
thrir duties; their injunctions and remonstrances are only so 
much waste paper.* They resign in despair, declaring that, ■• in 
ihb overthrow of all order, ... in the present weakness 
of the public forces, and In the degradation of the constituted 
Mnbortttes, . . . it is impossible for them to maintain the 
Ufe and energy of the vast body, ihe members of which are 
pU|]y»ed." — When the roots of a tree are laid bare, it is easy to 
cut it down ; now that ihe Jacobins have severed them, a push 
on the trunk suffices to bring the tree to the ground. 

'-AiiMiLi Kuiorala." F', 3.198. Rcpon d( LommiiiiiMKn Bmiuw and RcbKijiii, 
A^M ^ IT^J. — Cr Duffiounei, heok fl. ch. v. The club ju Nanio wadU Ui Knd cununi«. 
tiMcrk tviatpBDi the fwodfie* of the lie d'Tndietic 

tMtmtr-'. X. 4» Ktton ol M. Cthia. Mixiiisor Ihe Imcricn, Feb. 18, 17; 




CHAPTER VII. 
Parii. — I. Pressure of ihe Assembly on the King. — Hi<i vcio nnderH 
void or eluded. — His miaUiters insnlled and driven away. — The u»tirpalMW 
of his Girondifl minislry, — He rcmovei them. — Insurreclionary jinfan- 
tion^. — II. The floating and poor poputation of Parts, — Diipcniiion of lh« 
warkmea. — KBecI of poverty and want of work. — Effect of Jacobin prod- 
ing. — The revoiationary army. — Chnractcr of iu review*. — lit first ie»iew.— 
Its actoal effective force. — III. Its leaders. — Their commiltee. — How Atf 
created cxdlemenl. — IV. The »oih of June. — The prograLmme. — The nai> 
ter. — The procession before the Assembly. — Irruption into the chileia.— 
The King in the presence of the people. 

Previous to this the tree was so shaken as to be already totter- 
ing at its base. — Reduced as the King's prerogative is, the 
Jacobins still continue to contest it, depriving him o 
shadow. At the opening session they refuse to him the titles of 
are and Majesty ; to them he is not. in the sense of the consti- 
tution, a hereditary representative of the French people, but "« 
high functionary," that is lo say, a mere employee, fbrtunaMi 
enough to sit in an equally good chair alongside of the prcsideot 
of the Assembly, whom ihey style "president of the nation.*^' 
The Assembly, in their eyes, is sole sovereign, "while the ( 
powers," says Condorcet, " can act legitimately only ' 
specially authorised by a positive law; the Assembly may ds 
anything that is not formally prohibited to it by the Uw,"* ii 
other words, interpret the constitution, then change it, take it ti 
pieces, and do away with it Consequently, in dcliance of tlift 
constitution, it takes upon itself the initiation of war, and, o 
rare occasions, on the King using his veto, it sets this aside, a 
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atloirs it to be set aside.' In vain he rejects, as he has a legal 
hglit to do, the decrees which sanction the peisecution of 
unsworn ecclesiastics, which confiscate the property of the Ap»- 
lirei. and which establish a camji around Paris. At the sugges- 
tion of the Jacobin deputies,* the unsworn ecclesiastics arc put 
on the limits, expdled, or imprisoned by the niunicipalilies and 
Directories ; the estates and mansions of the emigres and of their 
relatives are abandoned without resistance to the/ai-^wcwr,- the 
camp around Paris is replaced by the summoning of the Feder- 
ales to Paris. In short, the monarch's sanction is eluded or 
di^^ensed with. — As to his ministers, "they are merely clerks of 
the Legislative Body decked with a royal leash." ^ In full 
ics&iofl they arc maltreated, reviled, grossly insulted, not merely 
as lackeys of bad character, but as confirmed malefactors. They 
wc interrogated at the bar of the house, forbidden to leave Paris 
before their accounts are examined; their papers are overhauled; 
their most guarded expressions and most meritorious acts are 
held to be criminal; denunciations against them are provoked; 
their subordinates are incited to rebel against them ; ' committees 
to watdi them and caluminate them are appointed; the perspec- 
tive of a scaffold is placed before them in every relation, acts or 




■m (he galkrki.J If d 
Kill back ID their depjHimenti i 
■1.1— /M<,X.)at (■ ' 

1 at ock <J ikw rivpHinl appbuK] : itut hcnccteth Uicf oiuu Midrfy ehor- 
n ^lUk ffHahait and ihc voiccvkb of ihe law, uiii thai our tiurlenianJiaK of 11 
tWMoAll^kdiaUl.-- |Thtjpi.UBKi.«q«.«L|_nicAH«inbl»>mlcnlUB,i»a 
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threats of accusation being passed against them, as weE as against 
their agents, on the shallowest pretexts, accompanied with such 
miserable quibbling,^ and such an evident falsification cm' ttcts 
and texts that the Assemblv, forced bv the e\idence. twicf 
reverses its hasty dedsioa, and declares those innocent whom it 
had condemned the evening before.' Nothing is of any avail, 
neither their strict fulfillment of the law, their submission to the 
committees of the Assembly, nor their humble attitude bdbie 
the Assembly itself; *'they are careful now to treat it politely and 
avoid the galleys."' — But this does not suffice. They must 
become Jacobins. Otherwise the high court of Orleans will be 
for them as for M. Delessart, the ante-room to the bagnio and 
the guillotine. *' Terror and dismay," says Vergniaud, pointing 
with his finger to the Tuileries, '*have often issued in the name 
of despotism in ancient times from that famous palace; let them 
to-day go back to it in the name of law.'* * 

I'lvcn with a Jacobin Minister, terror and dismay are perma^ 
ncnt. Koland, Clavieres, and Servian not only do not shield the 
King, but they give him up, and, under their patronage and with 
ihcir ronnivanre, he is more victimised, more harassed, and more 
\iliiicd than ovor before. Their partisans in the .\ssembly take 
luins in tiadui ing him, while Isnard proposes against him a most 
iMNoUni adiliovs.* Shouts of death are uttered in front of his 
|uKu\', An abk» or soldier is unmercifully beaten and dragged 
\n!^^ tSo ruilorus basin. One of the gunners of the Guard 
U'\;Un 1^0 v;iuvn like a hshwoman, and exclaims to her, *'How 
j;!.u; I NV^^i.M *v tv^ olap your head on the end of my bayonet!"* 

• \ ».:, . \: .N. . V.-W-,.-.* X XIa-vN lA Speech by Briswt, to aecure a decree otf'acoK 

fc ». M W i.x^v 1. \! :-»:.-: -m" K-MTt^n Affain ) M. DeicMait is a "periidioal 
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—The King is supposed to be broken down under this double 
oressure of the Legislative Body and the street ; they rely on his 
iccusiomrd docility, or, at least, on his radical inertia; they 
think that they have converted him into what Condorcet once 
demanded, a signature machine.' Consequently, without notify- 
bg him, just as if the throne were vacant, Servan, on his own 
authority, proposes to the Assembly the camp around Paris. 
RoUnd, for his part, reads to him at a full meeting of the council 
an arrogant, pedagogical remonstrance, scrutinising his senti- 
ments, informing him of his duties, calling upon him to accept the 
new "religion," to sanction the decree against unsworn ecclesi- 
astics, that is to say, to condemn to beggary, imprisonment, and 
transportation 70,000 priests and nuns guilty of orthodoxy, and 
authorise the camp around Paris, which means, to put his throne, 
his person, and his family at the mercy of zo,ooo madmen, chosen 
by the clubs and other assemblages expressly to do him harm ; ' in 
short, to discard at once his conscience and his common sense. — 
Strange enough, the royal will this time remains staunch. The 
King not only refuses to do this, but he dismisses his ministers. 
So much the worse for him, for sign he must, cost what it will ; 
if he insists on retnaining athwart their path, they will march 
over him. — Not because he is dangerous, and thinks of abandon- 
ing his legal immobility. Up to the 10th of August, through a 
dreui of action, and not to kindle a civil war, he rejects all plans 
leading to an open rupture. Up to the very last day he resigns 
himsdf, even when his personal safety and that of his family is 
at stake, to constitutional law and public common sense. Before 
dismissing Roland and Sen-an, he desires to furnish some striking 
ptoof of his pacific intentions by sanctioning the dissolution of his 
guard and disarming himself not only for attack but for defence; 
bcficefonh he sits at home and awaits the insurrection with which 
be b daily menaced ; he resigns himself to everything, except 
drawing hb sword ; his attitude is that of a Christian in the 
aaaphttheatrc.' 




Lcne oC Maknin. Juaa 19. " The kui( ii culin 



The p.oposition of a camp around Paris, however, draws oui 
a protest from 8,ooa Paris National Guards. I^layettc de- 
nounces to the Assembly the usurparions of (he Jacobins; the 
faciion sees that its reign is threatened by this uprousa] and the 
union of the friends of order. A blow must be struck. This 
has been in preparation for a month past, and lo renew the daj-i 
of October 5th and 6th, the materials are not lacking. 

II. 
Paris always has its ioterloping, floating population. A hundred 
thousand of the needy, one-third of these from the departments, 
" beggars by race," those whom Retif de la Bretoiine had already 
seen pass his door. Rue de Bievre, on the 13th of July. 17S9, 
on their way to join their fellows on the faubourg Sl .\ntoine,' 
along with them " those frightful raftsmen," pilots and dock -hands, 
bom and brought up in the forests of the Niivre and the Vonnc, 
actual savages accustomed to wielding the pick and llie axe, be- 
having like cannibals when the opportunity offere,' and who will be 
found foremost in the ranks when the September days come ; 
alongside of these stride their female companions " barge-womea 
who, soured by toil, see nothing, like animals, but the place and the 
time," and who, three months earlier, pillaged the groccr-shop&.' 
All this "is a formidable crowd which, every lime that it stirs, 
seems to declare that the last day of the rich and (he well-to-do 
has come and that our turn comes to-monow when we shall alt 
sleep on down." — Still more alarming is (he attitude of the sleady 
workmen, especially in the faubourgs. Bread is not so dear as on 
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the jlh of October, but there is greater impoverishTnent, The pro- 
duction of articles of luxury is at a standstill for three years, while 
tl*t anisan out of employment has consumed his small savings. 
Snce the ruin of St. Domingo and the pillaging of grocers' shop* 
colonial products are dear ; the carpenter, the mason, the lock- 
■mith. the maritet- porter, no longer has his early cup of coffee,' 
while they grumble every morning at the thought of their patriot- 
Bm being rewarded by an increase of privations. 

Bm more than all this they are now Jacobins, and after nearly 
three ye;irs of preaching, the dogma of popular sovereignly has 
taken deep root in their unoccupied brains. '■ In these groups," 
writn a piotice commissioner, " the Constitution is held to be use- 
lea and the people alone are the law. The citizens of Paris on 
tlw public square think themselves the people, popnlm, what we 
an ihe universality of citiiens,"' — It is of no use to tell iheni 
tlut, alongside of Paris, there is a France. Danton has shown 
Ihem iKal the capital " is composed of citizens belonging one way 
flr another to the eighty-three departments ; that it has a better 
dttocc than any other place to appreciate ministerial conduct ; 
that it i< the first sentinel of the nation," which makes them con- 
fideoi of being right.' — It is of no use to tell ihem that there are 
berieT-informcd and more competent authorities than themselves. 
Robopierre assures them thai "in the malterof genius and civism 
the peojile air infallible, whilst every one else is subject to mif^- 
ukes," • and here they are sure of their capacity. — In their own 
eyes ihey are the legitimate, competent authorities for all France, 
and, daring three years, the sole theme their courtiere of ihf: 
prcaa, tribune, and dub, vie with each other in repeating to ih-.-m, 
B the espression of the Due de Villeroy to Louis XIV. when a 
child: ** Look, my master, behold this great kingdom ! It is all 
fcr yoo, it belongs to you, you are its master ! " — Undoubtedly, to 
stnllo«r and digest such gross irony people must be half-fuois or 
half-bniics ; but it is just their capacity for self-deception which 
nptnics ihciD &om the sensible or passive crowd and forms them 




ip«»Br« 














..tMft,te.B<.tJun. 


.. .M«- 










Vttt » 












Peiiiioa 




•Kiidhtrgny^ilitRc 


icmoTPun. 










Mir. ij,.). 


Ankk by RDbctpietR ■( 




thffti 




*..>W<- 


«(E>U>pB, 




dininul: "S. 


m« 


mmm 


«(UUV 



I*t 



THE REfOLVTIO.V. 



into a band whose ascendency is irresistible. Alone convinced 
of a street mob being sovereign under the same title that then- 
tion is sovereign in its assemblies, they alone form street mobs, aoJ 
they 5nd themselveskingsbecause by virtue ortheirself-suihciency 
and lack of reason they belie^'e in their royalty. 

Such is the new power which, in the eacly months oi the year 
1791, starts up alongside of the legal powers. It is not foreseen 
by the Constitution ; nevertheless it exists and declares itself; it is 
visible and its recruits can be counted. On the 19th oi April, 
with the Assembly consenting, and contrary to law, three bat- 
talions from the faubourg St. Antoine, about 1500 men,' march in; 
three columns into the chamber, one of which is composed of fiK 
sileers and the other two of pikcmen, " their pikes being ftoia 
eight to ten feel long," of formidable aspect and of all sorts, "pikei 
with laurel leaves, pikes with clover leaves, pikes i carUt, pikes witil 
tum-spits, pikes with hearts, pikes with serpents' tongues, piket- 
with forks, pikes with daggers, pikes with three prongs, pikes with 
battle-axes, ])ikes with claws, pikes with sickles, lance-pikes covov 
ed with iron prongs." On tlieother sideof theSeine three battalioM 
from the faubourg St. Marcel are composed and armed in tlic u 
fashion. This constitutes a kernel of 3,000 combatants and thcit 
are perhaps 3,000 more in other quarters of Paris. Add to these 
in each of the sixty battalions of the National Guard the gunner% 
almost all of them blacksmiths, locksmiths and horse-shoers, a. 
the majority of the gendarmes, old soldiers discharged for insub* 
ordination and naturally inclined to rioting, in ail an army of about 
9,00a men, not counting the usual accompaniment of vagabondi 
and mere bandits ; ignorant and eager, but men who do thcit wock 
well armed, formed into companies, ready to march and ready tl 
Strike. Alongside of the talking authorities we have the veritable 
force that acts, and it is the only one which does act, as fomieriy 
the pretorian guard of the Ciesars in Rome, or the Turkish guardt 
of the Caliphs of Bagdad, henceforth mistress of the capital, a 
through the capital, of the State. 
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III. 
As ihc troops are so are ihelr leadere. Bulls must have drov- 
ere to cotiduct them, one degree superior to the brute but only 
one degree, dressed, talking and acting in accordance with the 
occupation, without dislikes or scruples, naturally or willfully hard- 
ened, fertile in jockeyings and in the expedients of the slaughter- 
bouse, themselves belonging to the people or pretending to belong 
lo Ihcm. Santerre is a brewer of the faubourg St. Antoine, com- 
nundcT of the battalion of " EnfanU Trouvh" tall, stout and osten- 
tatious, with stentorian lungs, shaking the hand of everybody he 
meets in the street, and when at home treating everybody to a 
drink paid for by the Duke of Orleans.' Legendre is an excitable 
butcher, who even in the Convention maintains his butchering 
tnitk. There arc three or four foreign adventurers, adapted to 
all daying operations, using the sabre or the bayonet without 
wning people to get out of the way. Rolonde, the first one, is 
an Italian, a teacher of English and professional rioter, who, con- 
\icted of iDurder and robbery, is to end his days in Piedmont on 
the galkrws. The second, Lazowski, is a Pole, a former dandy, 
a cooccilcd fop, who, with Sclave facility, becomes the barest of 
naked sanstvhUes; formerly enjoying a sinecure, then suddenly 
turaed out in the sa-cet, and shouting in the clubs against his pro- 
lecton whom he sees put down ; he is elected captain of the gun- 
sets of the battalion St. Marcel, and is to be one of the September 
llailgbiercts. His drawing-room temperament, however, is not 
i^onms enough for the pan he plays in the streets, and at the 
end of* year he is to die, consumed by a fever and by brandy. 
The third is another chief slaughterer at the September massacres. 
FoumicT, known as the American, a former planter, who has 
tjiou^ht with him from St. Domingo a contempt for human life ; 
" with his livid and sinister countenance, his moustache, his triple 
hdi of |iistols, his coarse language, his oaths, he looks like a pi- 
late."' By their side we encounter a little hump-backed lawyer 
lamrd Cuireite-Verri^res, an everlasting talker, who, on the 6lh 
of October, 1789, paraded the city on a large white horse and after- 
Wltdi pleaded for Marat, which two qualifications with his Punch 
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figure, fully establish him in the popular imaginntion ; bis bolster 
ous crew, moreover, who hold noclumal meetings at Santewe'i^ 
needed a penman and he probably furnished ihem with their style 
— This conventicle comprises other trusty persons still more si' 
ordinate, "Brifere, wine-dealer, Nicolas, a sapper in ihe'Sn/aM 
Troui-fs' battalion, Conor, claiming to be one of the v 
the Bastille,"' Rossignol, an old soldier and afterward a joumcr 
man-jeH-elkr, who, after presiding at the massacres of La Foro 
is to become an improvised general and display his incapa 
debauchery, and thievery throughout La Vendue. "There* 
yet more of them," Huguenin undoubtedly, a ruined ex-tawya 
afterwards carbineer, then a deserter, next a barrier-clat, i 
serving as "straw-bail " for the faubourg St. Honors and t 
president of the September commune; there was also, iloubllei 
St. Huruge alias F^re At/am, the great growler of the Palais-Royaj 
a marquis fallen into the gutter, drinking with and dressing likei 
common porter, always flourishing an enormous club and follot 
by the riffraff.' — These are all the leaders! The Jacobins of tl 
municipality and of the Assembly confine their sup|x>rt of the CI 
terprise lo conniving at it and to giving it their cncouragcmcnli 
It is better for the insurrection to seem spontaneous. Throu^ 
ir shyness the Girondists, Potion, Manuel and Du 
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ton himself, keep in the background — there is no reason for their 
coining forward. — ^The rest, aiRliated with the people and lost in 
the crowd, are better qualified to render the romance pleasing 
to their flock. This romance, adapted to its intellectual limits, 
fam and activity, is both simple and sombre, such as children 
like, or rather a melodnuna taken from an alien stage in which 
the good appear on one side, and the wicked on the other with an 
ogre or tyrant in the centre, some infamous traitor who is sure to be 
VBinasked at the end of the piece and punished according to his 
decru, the whole in grandiloquent terms and, as a finale, winding 
np with a grand chorus. In the raw brain of an over-excileii 
workman politics find their way only in the shape of rough-hewn, 
highly-colored imagery, such as is furnished by the Marscillaisf, 
the Carmagnole, and the pi ira. The requisite motto is adapted 
U ha um; through this misshapen magnifying glass the most gra- 
doas figure appears under a diabolical aspect. Louis XVI. is re- 
pRWnted there " as a monster using his power and treasure to op- 
pOK the regeneration of the French. A new Charles IX., he de- 
KTts 10 bring on France death and desolation. Begone, cruel 
nuD, j^oiir Climes must end I Datniens was less guilty than ihoii 
an! He was punished with the most horrible torture for having 
sied to rid France of a monster, while you, attempting twenty- 
fve millions times more, are allowed full immunity ! ' Let us 
Sxmplc under our feet this simulacre of royalty! Tremble, 
tjTXDts, Soevolas are still amongst you ! " 

AD this is uttered, declaimed or rather shouted, publicly, in full 
daylight, under the King's windows, by haranguers mounted on 
chain, while similar provocations daily emanate from the com- 
■rilwe installed in Santerre' s establishment, now in the shape of 
placards po&ted in the faubourgs, now in that of petitions circulated 
m the dubs and sections, now through motions which are gotten 

•I M. Delfaua. dTputy).— The 
hilE "Charis IX.," by Mniic 
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up " among the groups in the TuOerles, in the Palais-Royal, in 
the Place de Gr^ve and especially on the Place de U BasdUc." 
After Che 2d of June the leaders founded a new dub in the 
church of the " Enfanls Trouvis" that they might have their 
special laboratory and thus do their work on the spoL' Like 
Plato's demagogues, they understand their business. They hart 
discovered the cries best calculated to set the popular animal m 
a tremor, what gives him umbrage, what charm attracts hira, 
what road it is necessary he should follow. Once drawn in and 
under way, he will march blindly on, borne along by his c 
involuntary inspiration and crushing with his mass all that h« 
Q his path. 



IV. 

The charm is well selected and well presented. It consists il 
celebrating the anniversary of the oath of the Tennis-coutt. h 
tree of Liberty will be planted on the terrace of the Feuillana 
and "petitions relating to circumstances" will be presented ■ 
the Assembly and then to the King. As a precaution, and to 
impose on the ill-disposed, the petitioners provide themsdrei ' 
with arms and line the approaches.* 

K popular procession is an attractive thing, and ther« are M 
many workmen who do not know what Co do with themselves I 
And, again, it is so pleasant to appear in a patriotic opera * 
many, and especially women and children, want very much to see 
Monsieur and Madame Veto. People are invited in from th« 
neighboring purlieus.' The prowlers and ragamuffins of the open 
country must certainly join the party, while the numerous bodf 

• Morumcc-Tcniaui, I. i]].-l'h« a Ihc umc ulculadon uid ibc ume .»ri-.ba|.M 
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of Parisian loafers, the loungers that join every spectacle can be 
relied on, and the inquisitive who, even in our lime, gather by 
hundreds along the quays, following a dog that has chanced 
to tumttle into the river. All this fonns a heedless troop will- 
ing to follow a leader of any kind. — At five o'clock in the mom- 
big on the lOlh of June gatherings are already formed in the fan- 
boui^ St. Antoine and St. Marcel, consisting of National Guards, 
pikanen. cannoneers with their cannon, persons armed with sabres 
or dabs, and women and children, A notice, indeed, just posted 
OD the walls, prohibits any assemblage, and the municipal officers 
ai^iear in their scarfs and command or entreat the crowd not to 
fanak the law.' But, in the popular brain, ideas are as tenacious 
aa tficy arc short-lived. People count on a civic procession and 
get op early in the morning to attend to it ; the cannon are dragged 
Oot. the tree is put on wheels and all is ready for the ceremony ; 
rrerybody takes a holiday and none are disposed to go back into 
ihe botuc. Besides, their intentions are all right. They know the 
bw u well as the city officials ; they are " armed solely to have it 
observed and respecied." Finally, other armed petitioners have 
Already filed along before the National Assembly, and, as one is 
a> good as another, " the law being equal for all," others must be 
adtniucd as well. In any event they, too, will ask permission ol 
AeNaiional Assembly and they go expressly. This is the last and 
Ihcbot argument of all, and to prove to the city officials that they 
IwTe no desire to engage in a riot, they beg them to join the pro- 
cession and march along with them. 

Meanwhile, time passes. In a crowd irritated by delay, the 
■MK impatient, the rudest, those most inclined to commit vio- 
koce, always lead the rest, — At the head-quarters of the Val- 
de^vrlce'the pikemen seize the cannon and drag them along; 
Ibe National Guards let things take their course ; Saint-Prix 
wA Lccletc, the officers in command, threatened with death, 
hs«<e notlimg to do but to yield with a protest. — There is the 
mme uatc of things in the Monlreuil section ; the resistance 
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k^f four oat of six of the battalion officers merely served ID 
r girefiafl pow«r to the insugator of the insuirection, and henccfonh 
e becomes the sole leader of the assemblage. Atwut halt- 
» dcTcn be leat-es his brewery, and, followed by cannon, (he 
t and ihe tmck which beais the poplar tree, he places hin- 
f 9df at the head of the procession " consisting of about hfleen huo- 
dred persons indnding the bystanders."' Like a ball of sow, 
I IwwTvcr, the tnKip grows as it marches along until, on reaching 
; Malioaa] Assembly. Santerre has behind him from seien lo 
I ' eight thousand persons.* Guadet and Vergniaud moi-e that tht 
s be introduced ; their spokesman, Huguenin, in a bom- 
c rod thicatening address, denounces the ministry, the King, 
' dK accosed at Oitesns, the deputies of the " Right," dcmaiKlf 
"btood," and mfbnns the Assembly that the people "on its feet* 
fa ready lo do itsdfjusoce.' Then, with drums beating and baods 
libjring, tfie multitude for more than an hour defiles through the 
t tinder the eyes of Santerre and Saint-Huruge. Heit 
, sod dtcfc a few files of the National Guard pass mingled vilh 
tfie crowd and lost in " the moving forest of pikes " ; all the rst 
b pure popnUcc, "hideous &ces,"* says a deputy, on which 
pofwty and mtscooduct have left their marks, ragged fellom 
** witbonit coats," in their shirt-sleeves, armed in all sorts of wsyi, 
vilb luguis and shoe-knives fastened on sticks, one with a si* 
OQ s pole ten feet long, women and children, some of tliem brand- 
ishing sabres,* amidst all an old pair of breeches borne on a pike 
with this motto, ('Trn*/ Us Sans Cih/Us.' and, on a pitch-ibrl, 
the heart of « calf with this irtscription, Caur d'aristiKrate, both 
s^tftcani crabteiBS of grim hnmor and such as naturally arise in 
if buidtcn or of a libdler for a political carnival — Tliifc 
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indeed, il is, for many have been drinking and are intoxicated.' 
A parade is not enough, they must likewise amuse themselves. In 
traversing the chamber they sing (1/ ira and dance in the inter- 
vals. They at the same time make a proression of civism by 
shouting Vive Us patriotes/ A ias U Veto! They fraternise, as 
they pass along, with ihe "true blue" deputies of the " Left " ; 
they jeer those of the "Right" and shake their fists at them; one 
of these, known by his tall stature, is told that his business will be 
actlled for him the first opportunity.' Thus do they display their 
co-laborers to the Assembly, all ready, and ready for anything 
even against the Assembly. — And yet, with the exception of ai 
iron-railing buret in by the crowd and an irruption on the terrace of 
the " Feuillants," no act of violence was committed. The Paris 
populace, except when wrought up into a state of frenzy, is rathei 
voluble and cockney than ferocious ; besides, thus far, no one had 
oflered any resistance. It has a surfeit of shouts and parade ; 
many of them yawn with ennui and fatigue;^ at fouro'clock they 
have stood on their legs for ten or twelve hours. The human 
stream issuing from the Assembly and emptying itself into the 
Carrousel remains there stagtiatit and seems ready to return to its 
ordinary channels. — This is what the leaders have no idea of 
Sanlene, on arriving with St. Huruge, cries out to his men, 
"Why didn't you enter the chateau ? You must go in — that is 
what we came here for."* A lieutenant of the Val-de-Grdte 
cannoneers shouts: " We have forced open the Carrousel, we must 
force open (he chateau loo! This is the first time the Val-de-Gr3oe 

cannoneers march — they are not j f ! Come, follow me, 

my men, on to the enemy ! "* Meanwhile, outside the gate, some 
of the municipal officers selected by Potion amongst the most rev- 
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olutionaiy, overcome resistance by iheir speeches and injunctioiB. 
" After all," says one of them, named Mouchet, '• the right of peri- 
lion is sacred," — " Open the gate!" shout Sergent and Boucha- 
Rent, " nobody has a right to shut it. Every citizen has a righl 
lo go through it!"' A gunner raises the latch, the gate open* 
and the court fills iti the twinkling of an eye;* the crowd lushei 
under the archway and up the grand stairway with such impetu- 
osity that a cannon borne along by hand reaches the third room 
on the first story before it stops. The doors crack under the 
blows of axes and, in the large hall of the CEiJ de Bteuf, ihe 
multitude find themselves face to face with the King. 

In such circumstances the representatives of public authority, 
the directories, the municipalities, the military chitrfs, and, on 
the 6th of October, the King himself, have all thus far yielded; 
they have either yielded or perished. Santerre. certain of the 
issue, preferred to take no part in this affair ; he prudently 
reserves himself, steals away, and lets the crowd push him into 
the council chamber, where the Queen, the young Dauphin, and 
the ladies have taken refuge.' There, with his tall, corpulent 
figure, he formed a sort of shield to forestall useless and com- 
]>romii>ing injuries. In the mean time, in the G^il de Boeuf, he 
lets things take their course ; everything will be done in hit 
ibsence that ought to be done, and in this he seems to have 
calculated justly. — On one side, in a window recess, sits the KinK 
on a bench, almost alone, while in front of him, as a guard, arc 
four or five of the National Guards; on the other side, in the 
apartments, is an immense crowd, hourly increasing according M 
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die nimor of ihe irruption spreads in the vicinity, filteen or 
twenty thousand persons, a prodigious accumulation, a pell-roell 
mTcned by eddies, a howling sea of bodit^ crushing each other, 
and of which the simple flux and reflux would flatten against 
ibe walls obstacles ten times as strong, an uproar sufficient to 
shatter the window panes, "frightful yells," curses and impreca- 
tions, "Down with M. Vetol" "Let Veto go to the devil!" 
"Take back the patriot ministers!" "He shall sign; we won't 
go away till he does!"' — Foremost among them all, Legendre, 
more resolute than Santerre, declares himself the spokesman and 
trustee of the powers of the sovereign people: "Sir," says he to 
the King, who, he sees, makes a gesture of surprise, "yes, Sir, 
liuo) lo us ; you are made to listen to what we say ! You are 
amitor! You have always deceived us; you deceive us no* 1 
Bai look out, the measure is full ; the people are tired of being 
played upon!" — "Sre, sire," exclaims another fanatic, "I ask 
jrou in the name of the hundred thousand beings around us f 
recall the patriot ministers. ... I demand the sanction of 
the decree against the priests and the twenty thousand men. 
Either the sanction or you shall die I " — But little is wanting for 
the threat to be carried out. The first comers are on hanti, 
"prescnnng pikes," among tliem " a brigand," with a rusty sworii- 
fabde on the end of a pole, "very sharp," and who points this 
■1 the King. Afterwards the attempt at assassination is many 
tmics renewed, obstinately, by three or four madmen determined 
10 kill, and who make signs of so doing, one, a shabby, ragged 
fcQow, who keeps up bis excitement with "the foulest proposi- 
bons," the second one, "a so-called conqueror of the Bastille," 
fMrnerly porte-lete for Foulon and Berihier, and since driven out 
tf 'ibt battalion, the third, a market -porter, who, " for more than 
in hour," armed with a sabre, makes a terrible eflbrt to make his 
Hf to the king.' — Nothing is done. The king remains impassi- 

I 'O^vUhb* ^ Vtat of Ihe na l i o n al cuard. Lactouurh Gout. bidHult. and Guibouk — . 
I ^ibif Add^MV vhJ Ac LAcbonirc comauuujiag otTkcnof ihv Legion. — "Quohhiuc de» 
■ jiKx''lTKii!d«ti— /M£, p. 6;; "Ihaveuume Ihnl. dmiag ihc Conviialinn. 
'ndecUrcd in Bcpiuy d'An^lu, from whom [ had lE^ thnl the pLn wu lu 
1 de l-i Rtrduikn,- in. ij. --The kine »u w U 
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ble under ever)- threat. He takes the hand of a grenadier who 
wishes to encgurage him, and, placing it on his breast, bids him, 
"See if that is the beating of a heart agitated by fear."' To 
Legendre and the zealots who call upon him lo sanction, h« 
."eplies without the least excitement : " I have never deparieil 
from the Constitution. ... I will do what the Constitution 
requires me to do. , , . It is you who break the law."— 
And, for nearly three hour^, remaining standing, blockaded on 
his bench,* he persists in this without showing a sign of weakneu 
or of anger. This cool deportment at last produces an eff«t, 
the impression it makes on the spectators not being at all Ihat 
which they anticipated. It is very clear that the personage 
before them is not the monster which has been depicted to them, 
a sombre, imperious tyrant, the savage, cunning Charles I X. the)' 
had hissed on the stage. They see a man somewhat stout, with 
placid, benevolent features, whom they would take, without hit 
blue sash, for an ordinary, peaceable bourgeois.' His mintstos, 
near by, three or four men in black coats, gentlemen and respea- 
able employees, are just what they seem to be. In another 
window recess stands his sister, Madame Elizabeth, with her 
sweet and innocent face. This pretended tyrant is a man like 
other men ; he speaks gently, he says that the law is on his side, 
and nobody says the contrary ; perhaps he is less wrong than he 
is thought lo be. If he would only become a patriot ! — ,\ woman 
in the room brandishes a sword with a cockade on its pobl \ 
the King makes a sign and the sword is handed lo hira. which 
he raises and, hurrahing with the crowd, cries out: Vh<* la 
Nation! That is already one good sign. A red cap is shaJcen 
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in the air at the end of a pole. Some one offers it to liim and 
he puts it on his head ; applause bursts forth, and shouts of Vh'f 
!a Nation .' Vive la Libertt ! and even Vivt k Roi ! 

From this time forth the greatest danger is over. But it is not 

that the besiegers abandon the siege. " He did d well," they 

exclaim, "to put the cap on, and if he hadn't we would have 

seen what would come of it. And d if he does not sanction 

the decree against the priests, and do 11 right off, we will come 
back every day. In this way we shall tire him out and make 
him afraid of us." — But the day wears on. The heat is over- 
powering, the fatigue extreme, the K.ing less deserted and better 
protected. Five or six of the deputies, three of the municipal 
officers, a few officers of the National Guard, have succeeded in 
making their way to him. Potion himself, mounted on a sofa, 
harangues the people with his accustomed flattery.' At the 
same time Santerre, aware of the opportunity being lost, assumes 
the attitude of a liberator, and shouts in his rough voice : " I 
answer for the royal family. Let me see to it." A line of Na- 
tional Guards forms in front of the King, when, slowly and with 
difficulty, urged by the mayor, the crowd melts away, and, by 
eight o'clock in the evening, it is gone. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

I. InilignBtion of Uie ConstiliilioniJiils. — Canse of their westoeis.— tit 
Girondists renew ihe attack. — Their double plan. — II. Pressure on OK 
King.— P*tion and Manuel broaght to the Holcl-dc-vil1e.— The Mmislrl 
obliged lo resign. — Jacobin agilaljon against the King. — Pretsore im llx 
Assembly. — Petition of the Paris Commane. — ThremtB of the petitiontn 
■nd of the galleries. — Session of August 8lh. — Girondist sUategy foiled i« 
two ways.— III. The Girondists work for the benefit of the Jacobins.— TV 
armed force sent away or disorganiied. — The Federates sommoned. — Brofl 
and Marseilies send men. — Public sessions of administrative bodies. — !*«■ 
manence of adminislralive bodies and of the sections. — Eflecl of these tirD 
inea-sures.— The central bureau of the Holcl-de-vil!e.— Origin and fcc»d. 
lion of the revolutionary Commune. — IV. Vain attempts of the GiromSsU 
to put it down, — Jacobin alarm, their enthusiasm, and their programme.— 
V. Evening of Angus! 8. — Session of Aognsl 9. — Morning of Aojpi-I 
10. — The Assembly purged. — VI. Nights of Angosl 9 and 10.— T>« 
sections. — Commissioners of the sections at the Holel-de-ville. — TTie revo. 
lulionary Commune Is substituted fur (he legal Commune. — Vtl. August 
10. — The King's forces. — Resistance abandoned. — The King in the X»- 
tiona! Assembly. — Conflict al the palace and discharge of the Swiss Gnai']. — 
The palace evacuated by the King's order. — The massacres. — The oulaved 
Assembly ami its decrees.— VIII, Stale of Paris in the inlerrc^am.— tte 
mass of ihe population. — Subaltern Jacobins, — The Jacobin leaders. 

I. 
The blow having missed its mark it must be repeated. This is 
the more urgent, inasmuch as the faction has thrown olT the 
and "honest people "'on all sides become indignant at seeing ikfl 
Constitution subject to the arbitrament of the lowest clau. Near- 
ly all the higher administrative bodies, seventy-tive of the depart- 
ment directories,* give in their adhesion to Lalhyctie's letter, or 
respond by supporting the proclamation, so noble and so moder- 
ate, in which the King, recounting the violence done to him, 
maintains his legal rights with mournful, inflexible gcnilencs. 
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Mad)' of the lowns, large and small, thank him for his firmness, 

the addresses being signed by "the notables of the place,"' 

chet-aliere of Si. Louis, former officials, judges and disiricl-ad- 

iniDistraion. physicians, notaries, lawyers, recorders, po^t-ma^lerB, 

manuracturers, merchants, people who are settled down, in short 

the most prominent and the most respected men. At Paris, a 

umilar petition, drawn up by two former Constituents, contains 

347 pages of signatures attested by 99 notaries.' Even in the 

Lounci I -general of ihe commune a majority is in favor of publicly 

censuring the mayor Potion, the syndic- attorney Manuel, and the 

police administrators Panis, Sergent, Viguer, and Perron.' On 

[he evening of June 20th, the department council orders an \n- 

«estigaii(Mi ; it follows this up; it urges it on; it proves by 

lulhcDDc documents the willful inaction, the hypocritical con- 

DiTance, the double-dealing of the syndic -attorney and the 

nayor;* it suspends both from their functions, and cites them 

before the courts as well as Sanierre and his accomplices. La- 

byelte, finally, adding to the weight of his opinion the influence 

of his presence, appears at the bar of the National Assembly and 

denuDds " effectual " measures against the usurpations of the Jac- 

^dat sect, insisting that the instigators of the riot of the aotli of 

June be punished " as guilty of Ihe-nation. " As a last aad still 

tnrc significant symplon, his proceedings are approved of in the 

Aannbly by a majority of more than one hundred votes.^ 

All this must and will be crushed out. For on the side of the 
Constiiutionalisis. whatever they may be, whether King, deputies, 
nmiticrs, generals, administrators, notables or national-guards, 
•ulition evaporates in words; and the reason is, ihey are civilised 
beings, long accustomed to the ways of a regular community, 
mwoted from father to son in keeping the law, disturbed at in- 
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tuning responsibility, agitated by a multiplicity of ideas, unaUe 
to comprehend that, in the state of nature to which France has re- 
verted, but one idea is of any account, that of the man who, in 
accepting a declared war, meets the offensive with the offensive, 
loads his gun, descends into the street and contends with the sav- 
age destroyers of human society. Nobody comes lo the suppon 
of Lafayette, who alone has the courage to take the lead ; abont 
one hundred men muster at the rendezvous named by him in the 
Champs Elys^es. They agree to march lo the Jacobin club the 
following day and close it, provided the number is increased to 
three hundred ; only thirty make their appearance. Lalayenc 
can do no more than leave Paris and write a letter containiog an- 
other protest. Protestations, appeals to the Constitution, to the 
law, to public interest, to common sense, well-reasoned deducdotu 
— never, on this side, amount to more than so many words spoken 
or in print ; in the coming conflict words will be of no use. — Im- 
agine a quarrel between two men, one ably presenting his case 
and the other indulging in liule more than invective ; the latter, 
having encountered a big bull-dog on his road, has caressed him. 
enticed him, atid led him along wiih him as an auxiliary. To the 
bull-dog, clever argumentation is only so much unmeaning soundj 
with his eager eyes fixed on his temporary master he awxits 
only his signal to spring on the adversary he points out to htm. 
On ihe joth of June one of these has almost been strangled by 
and covered with his slaver. On the aist,' he is ready to begin 
again. He continues lo growl for fifty days, at first sullenly and 
then with terrific energy. On the 15th of June, July 14 and a;, 
August 3 and 5, he again makes a spring and is kept back only 
with great difficulty.' Already on one occasion. July 19th, his 
fangs are wet wilh human gore.^ — At each turn of the parliament- 
ary debate the defenceless Constitutionalist beholds those opca 
jaws before him; il is not surprising that he throws to this do^ 
or allows to be thrown to him, all the decrees contended iog \tf 
the Girondists as a bone for him to gnaw on. — Sure of their 
strength the Girondists renew the attack, and the plan of ibcir 
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campaign seems to be skillfully prepared. They are quite willing 
to retain the Ring on his throoe, but on the condition that he 
dull be a mere puppet ; that he shall recall the patriot ministers, 
allow them to appoint the Dauphin's tutor, and thai Lafayette 
shall be removed ; ' otherHise the Assembly will pass the act of de- 
tKnmement and possess themselves of the executive power. Such 
ts the dilemma opening two ways in which they have placed the 
As&embly and the King, If the King, driven into a comer, does 
not i>ass out by the first door, the Assembly, equally nonplussed, 
will pass out through the second, and in either case, as the all- 
powerful ministers of the submissive King or as executive dele- 
g«Ies of the submissive Assembly, they will become the masters 
of France. 



They accordingly begin by attacking the King, and try to 
make him yield through feat. — They remove the suspension 
pronounced against Pflion and Manuel, and restore them both 
to their places in the Hotel -de-ville. Henceforth the latter will 
nilc in Paris without restriction or oversight ; for the Directory 
of the department has resigned, and no superior authority e.xists 
U> prevent them from calling upon or giving ordere as they please 
to the armed forces; they are exempt f[om all subordination, as 
■eQ as from all control. Behold the King of France in good 
hands, in those of the men who, on the loth of June, refused to 
munle the popular brute, declaring that it has done well, that 
it had right on its side, and that it may begin again. According 
lo them, the palace of the monarch belongs to the public ; peo- 
ple may enter it as they would a coffee-house ; in any event, as 
the municipality is occupied with other matters, it cannot be 
expected to keep people out. "Is there nothing else to guard 
ia Pahs btit the Tuileries and the King ? " ' — Another raanceuvre 
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iDg plaint, which seems like a suppressed moan.' But dog- 
BUlic obstinacy and impatient ambition are wilfully dumb to the 
mcKl sorrowful accents ! His sincerity passes for a new false- 
bx-L Vcrgniaud, Brissol, Tom^, Condorcet, in the tribune, 
clurge him with treacheiy, demand from the Assembly the right 
of suspending him,* and give the signal to their Jacobin auxii- 
iuics. — At the invitation of ihe parent club, ihe provincial 
blanches Iicstir themselves, while all other instruments of agiia- 
tiun belonging lo the revolutionary machine are likewise put in 
motion, — gatherings 'on the public squares, homicidal announce- 
mciits on the walls, incendiary resolutions in the clubs, shoutings 
in the tribunes, insulting addresses and seditious deputations at 
the bar of the N'arional Assembly,^ After the working of this 
igrscm for a month, the Girondists regard the King as subdued, 
and, on the »6th of July, Guadet, and then Brissot, in the 
tribttnc, make their last advances to him, and issue the final 
•amnions.* A profound delusion! He refuses, the same as on 
the mih of June: "Girondist ministers, Never!" 

Since he bars one of the two doors, they will pass out at die 
odket, and, if the Girondists cannot rule through him, they will 
nk without him. Potion, in the name of ihe Commune, appears 
pcnooally and proposes a new plan, demanding the delhrone- 
ll noL "This important measure once passed,"* he says, "the 
Onfiilence of the nation in the actual dynasty being very doubt- 
fit, "* demand that a body of ministers, jointly responsible, 
tifoiiucd b)r the National .\ssemb1y, but, as the constitutional 
I b» provide, outside of itself, elected by ike open vole of freemen, 
be provision ally entrusted with the executive power." Through 
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•nnjr are the last refuge. The majority feels that in giving him 
up (hey themselves are given up, and, by a vote of 400 to 214, it 
icquits him. On this side, again, the strategy of the Girondists 
is found erroneous. Power slips away from them the second 
time. Neither the King nor the Assembly consents to entrust 
tfaeia with it. while they can no longer leave it suspended in the 
«it. or defer it until a better opportunity, and keep their Jacobite 
•ciitftes waiting. The feeble leash restraining the revolutionary 
dog breaks in their hands, and the dog is let loose in the street. 



III. 
Ke»"cr was better work done for another. Every r 
fcfied on by them for getting power back, serves only to place 
it in the hands of the populace, — On the one hand, through a 
mies of legislative acts and municipal ordinances, they have set 
Hide or disbanded the army, alone capable of repressing or 
btiimdating it. On the iglh of May they dismissed the king's 
gnanl On the 15th of July they ordered away from Paris all 
ttw regular troops. On the i6th of July,' they select "for ihe 
fannaiioii of a body of in fan try -gendarmerie, the former French- 
gtonlsiiieo who served in the Revolution about the epoch of the 
IK (by Oif June, 1789. the officers, under-officers, gunners, and 
(cidicTS who gathered around the flag of liberty after the nth 
of Jaljf of thai year," that is lo say, a body of recogniseil 
1— gtulu and deserters. On the 6th of July, in all towns of 
5itM0KNils and over, they strike down the National Guard bv 
fcdivging its slalf, "an aristocratic corporation," says a petition, - 
'sKxt of modem feudality composed of traitors, who seem lo 
la*c fanned a plan for directing public opinion as they please." 
Eirip JD Aitgost.* they strike into the heart of the National 
Curd bf suppressing special companies, grenadiers, and chas- 
nn, recruited amongst well-lo-do-people, the genuine elite, 
Krip]Md of its tmiform, reduced to equality, lost in the mass, and 
finding its ranks degraded by a mixture of 

by ^. .791; J-ly .J. ,6, wci .8^ July t-». 
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interlopers, federates, and men armed w-ith pikes. Finally, to 
complete the pcll-mcli, they order that the palace guarJ be 
hereafter composed daily of citizens taken from the sixijr tuil^' 
ions,' so that the chiefs may no longer know their m;n nor the 
men theit chiefs ; so that no one may place confidence 
chief, in his subordinate, in his neighbor, or in himseiC : 
all the stones of the human dike may be loosened beforehandi 
and the barrier crumble at the firet onslaught. — On the other 
hand, they have taken care to provide the insurrection with 1 
fighting army and an advanced guard. By another 
legislative acts and municipal ordinances, they auihonse the 
assemblage of the Federates at Paris ; they allow them pay and 
military lodgings ; * they allow them to organise under a centnl 
committee sitting at the Jacobin club, and to take their instruc- 
tions from that club. Of these new-comers, two-thirds, genuine 
soldiers and true patriots, set out for the camp at Soissons and ftt 
the frontier; one-lhird of them, however, remain at Paris,' per 
hai>s 1,000, the rioters aod politicians, who, feasted, enieruine4 
indoctrinated, and each lodged with a Jacobin, become 
Jacobin than their hosts, and incorporate themselves with tbi 
revolutionary battalions, so as to serve the good cause with thei 
guns.' — Two bands, later arrivals, remain separate, and are on 
the more formidable; both are despatched by the towns on ll 
sea-coast in which, four months before this, "twenty-one capil 
acts of insurrection had occurred, all unpunished, and scvoM 
under sentence of the maritime jury."* One of these bxiidl, 
numbering 300 men, comes from Brest, where the muatcipality^ 
as infatuated a^ those of Marseilles and Avignon, engages. IM 
those of Marseilles and Avignon, in armed cx|>edirion5 agaiiMI 
its neighbors ; where popular murder is tolerated ; where M. dl 
la Jaille is nearly killed ; where the head of M. de Patiy is 
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imuuntcd lq 3,96a, "aS which a.ajj were gtltiBS revir (o ^a ta the ai« 
eumpaciun of thue figurvt luda ta (Ew ■ppruxiautc nuinlKT ihaE I hair . 
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on B pike ; where veteran riotere compose the crews of the fleet ; 
where '■workmen, under the pay of the Slate, clerks, masters, 
ondcT-officets, converted into mot'wnnaires, agitators, political 
aump-oratois, and critics of the administration," ask only to 
have work for their hanrls to do on a more conspicuous stage. 
The other troop, summoned from Marseilles by the Girondists, 
Rcl>ecqui and Barbaroux,' comprises 516 men, intrepid, ferocious 
adventurers, from every quarter, either Marseilles or abroad, 
"Savoyards, Italians, Spaniards, driven out of their country," 
tlmosl all of the vilest class, or gaining a livelihood by infamous 
ptnsuits, " the bravos and demons of evil haunts," ustd to blood, 
quick to strike, good cut-throats, picked men out of the bands 
ih4i had marched on Aix, Aries, and Avignon, the froth of that 
fnxh which, for three years, in the Comtat and in the Bouches- 
ju Rhdne, boiled over the useless barriers of the law. — The very 
dajf they reach Paris they show what they can do.' Wticomed 
wiih great pomp by the Jacobins and by Santene. they are con- 
ducted, for a purpose, to the Champs- El ys^es, into a dnnking- 
fibce, near the restaurant in which the grenadiers of the Filles 
St. Thotnas. bankers, brokers, leading men we!l-knoivn for their 
tttachment to a monarchical constitution, were dining in a 
body, as announced several days in advance. The populace, 
whKh hod formed a convoy for the Marseilles battalion, gathers 
before the restaurant, shouts, throws mud, and then lets fly a 
voUejr of stones; the grenadiers draw their sabres. Forthwith a 
ihoot E heard just in front of them, h nous Its Afarseillats .' upon 
which the gang jump out of the windows with true southern 
a^ly, clamber across the ditches, fall upon the grenadiers with 
tbeit swotds, kill one and wound hfreen. — No d^but could be 
c briUianL The party at last possesses men of action ; ^ and 

'-^>n tbe cjopoviiod of (hit gnHip ^ttA CD the pnvioiu idle of Rebecqui. 




f )«) —Mutib'r. Xnt. )ID iKBKin of Aug. 11. Addrcn <: 
honn ilut the; Ad IKK draw their iwordi unlit 
hour, Ihen invulted and hundiqled. untit fonxd 10 
laa^pirifatf *BWipaf bncandtomed with pjuok. jind tnm« i^ Ihem with carbin 
■jtfaf id Ata wmmonal h often nterrvprcd hy hnoiinK* ^rWB the ; alleiiet, id 

• n* tKk aTaa rfaokni gftaily emham-ed th. Jambin pony. (" Corns; 
mt— M da {jaale Je la Marek," II ))«.) Lcucr of M de Moniiniiria. J: 
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Men wbo do such good woik, 

be v«il (otfed nev the Tufleries. 

T. OQ t^ JL^il of the 8th of August, 



cTn"U">^^g gcDeral, solel j on his on 
i.i=:ii:r£T. zr^tss ±ea t3 'jor^t d^- barracks in the Rue Blanche 
j^i zjjLt =3 ±f£r ractss, v-iri dikeir arms and cannon, in the 



5ci±. s ±e *i 7-^*7 isFoe ia oe hands of the Jacobin masses; 
Z'.T* !:;£ rsz£=s z*:z to p^-ace the Giil pom-er in their hands also, 
iZfL 15 r:e frs r^ oc rtis kind was made to them by the 
c>r-:ci±:sSw ±eT vZ z^yi fai to make them the second one. — Oa 
r:e i5C :c J^j. rijer decree iha: the sessions of administrative 
:t:iij±s ib: .iji "re^cegjcth be public : diis is submitting munid- 
'_ ^ -« *^ ±:sc:xt. iZfi iecartaKni coundIs» as well as the Nationil 
.Ksmthut ieeil s: :be clamour, the ootiages, the menaces, the 
r:l-t :c ±!er ascieozes^ which, in these bodies as in the Natioiul 
AfcK-diLT. are alwars Jacobins.' On the nth of July, on 
ieclar^ :he cxzirrr in danger.' they render the sessions perma- 
C'^c:. rr^ cc r»e admfnistratire bodies, and next of the Ibity- 
eiir:: 5e*:r:c^ oc Paris, which is a surrender of the administrative 
^•>i.^^ in-i :he f?rrr-e:gh: secdons of Paris to the Jacobin 
r.'.--?r:r»\ which oinorlnr. through its zeal and being ever prcs- 
cr.:. i-rws how :d coarert hself into a majority. — Let us trace 
f.e c:r-«-:_-ecces of this, aad see the winnowing *'hich is thus 
rr;x-:t'i bv :he d.-^uble decree. Those who attend these meet- 



j«r^ 2»c^-«?k.-«.^:ibe;«-.X^.-^PK«L««axieduM!«tiraoai*'toejioem.'* *' They viU take 
X - «oc. £:?tfr ix x a^xiase :^ ci=^- TWr bo loofcr air fer mmj puipow. Riots are 
« •> ^v ikr=.3.- cs. Sc r-ae :» disk dter aiv c>i>^^cd ts bnnf men team dK Sooth to (et them 
- ^ Nrx-T :^ v^.-ue X tS.>«e «^ fcrced the (aee* d the Tuilenes, or rather, vbo got 
Bv,>r .•" -Jirm :a tie *xi .x" J-ae. ««fe fjrcifTien or lookcra^ia, got toccdier at the Mght of 
s e" & -< -f ;«.«.£» A3C mi ci^ts,. cac Tbe c:* vardi ran at the shfhteM indicatioa ct |»resent> 
is^ ;— ivf^ «^9C^ TO o.-ae V^ a punkv of the aaiwnal gvard oa the arrival of a deputatiaa 
t>%~. :rf NArft.-cal Anesbcy. their leaders beioc ob&fcd to eaooarafe them hy tdKag thea 
tS»: :*«▼ •??* Toc :: be frrf at" 

I RjfcTjiei et K."M\. XVI 44^ ••Ckroesiqae de« daquaBte joan,** by Roederer. 

• MvtiaxT-TerMtix. II 5-* — i:- Jacviws* of Arras, kd by GeoAoy and jnoungRobci- 
ps^r^ ^cv^rr :.- :>e I\*rc:rnr that ther Biean to come to its nteetings and foOov its del^ 
cnkA.Yv - 1: i« tirne :Kat the matter sSouU keep hr» eye on his agents ** The Directory, 
iherrtoce, rwijr^ ijulr 4. i-i^' — ■'-^"-^. 4?^» <rei»rt of l^ercmx. municipal olBcer). The Paris 
m ir.Kt^ c-.^ur.ril. .-« the ri^ht of AufuM ^10 deliberates under threats of death and the 
fbn.^tL< *hx:t* v>f the garr-ir*. 

» lVj*^i»rT'» -C.Mlev-ti.Mt c/ I-aw» aad DecTee*." July 4. 5-*. tt-t«. »5-»*-— Bocho «« 
R.^uv. XVI jwv The tecti.-m of the Theatre Fran^aiae (of which Danton b president and 
i'hAumette and Mc»m.w^ Mcrctaricti thu» interpret the declaration of the country being ia 
dancer ** After a devlarati^vi of the country being in danger by the repn-Mntatircs of the 
people, it M natural that the people itself should lake back iia sovereign ovecaight.*' 
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ings day and night are not the steady, c cupied ch;;;. In Che 
fitsi place, they are too busy in their own counting-rooms, shops, 
and factories to lose so much time. In the next place, ihey are 
loo sensible, too docile, and loo honest to go and lord it over 
lh«ir magistrates in the H6tel-de-ville, or regard themselves in 
their various sections as the sovereign people. Moreover, they 
arc disgusted with all this bawling. Lastly, the streets of Paris, 
especially at night, are not safe ; owing to so much outdoor pol- 
itics, there is a great increase of caning and of knocking down. 
Accordingly, for a long time, they do not attend at the clubs, 
nor are they seen in the galleries of the National Assembly ; nor 
will they be seen again at the sessions of the municip.-ihiy, nor 
at the meetings of the sections. — Nothing, on the other hand, is 
more attractive to the idle tipplers of the cafes, to bar-room 
oracles, loungers, and talkers, living in furnished rooms,' to the 
parasites and refractory of the social army, to all who are out of 
the traces and unable to get back again, who want lo tear things 
to pieces, and, for lack of a private career, establish one for 
themselves in public. Permanent sessions, even at night, are 
not 100 long either for them, or for lazy Federates, for disordered 
iDtellet-'ts, and for the small troop of genuine fanatics. Here they 
are cither performers or elaqutun, an uproar not being offen- 
sive to them, because they create it. They relieve each other, 
so as to be always on hand in sufficient number, or they make 
up for a deficiency by usurpations and brutality. The section 
of the Thtttre-Fran^ais, for instance, in contempt of the law, 
removes the distinction between active and passive citizens, by 
gnniing to all residents in its circumscription the right to be 
^ rax at its meetings and the right to vole. Other sections * 
ini to their sittings all well-disposed spectators, all women, 
I, and nomads, all agitators, and the agitated, who. as at 
I Nabonal Assembly, applaud or hoot at ihe word of com- 
In the sections not disposed to be at the mercy of an 
nymous public, the same herd of frantic characters make a 
:]cet at the doors, and insult the electors who pass through 
n. — Thanks to this itinerant throng of co-operaiing intruders, 
the Jacobin extremists rule the sections the same as the Assem- 
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bly ; in the sections, as in the Assembly, they drive awiy « 
silence the moderates, and when the hall becomes half empiy m 
dumb, their motion is passed. 

Hawked about in the vicinity, the motion is even carried off; 
in a few days it makes the lour of Paris, and returns to the .^ 
semlily as an authentic and unanimous expression of the ,ji^Itf 
will.' — At present, to ensure the execution of this countetfot 
will, it requires a central committee, and through a mastc[]>iKi 
of delusion, Petion, the Girondist mayor, is the one who undct- 
takes to lodge, sanction, and organise the committee. On tht 
i7lh day of July,' he establishes in the offices belonging to the 
Commune, "a central bureau of correspondence between the 
sections." To this a duly elected commissioner is to bring the 
acts passed by his section each day, and carry away the co^^ 
sponding acts of the remaining forty-seven sections. Naturallj, 
these elected commissioners will hold meetings of their own, 
appointing a president and secretary, and making official repoits 
of their proceedings in the same form as a veritable muaiciptl 
council. As ihey are elected to-day, and with a special man- 
date, it is natural that they should consider themsdvcs mote 
legitimate than a municipal council elected four or five months 
before them, and with a very uncertain mandate. Installed in 
the Hfitel-de-ville, only two steps from the municipal council, it 
is natural for them to attempt to take its place ; to substitute 

wcm ID c<>n>niii<d nith« ihan dcnuiid. , , h {• <vn the hi« Kcinu ar ihc uiu lad- 
viduab vtKd deceive you jn bnnsing id 7DU Lheir owq falae (esUiBOBy for thai of the o^uL" 
— '■/)™« mlk Mr n/rrtf.-.' fiodi ihc E>neriei "—IHd.. Xlll <». «•)« of Julf «. tl. 
UuKlier : " Addmtei In Ihe uae at tfac people ire c«iuainl]> rod in you. *kkb m Mt 

ID demand »inel)iiiiE in Ihe name af iDieingnly." [ShouCi ti Jrmi! dtmrn! in the pk 
linBi.]—/*^/.. •ot.HHicHierjulrii. M. DuBKlard: " You unu diulniukl. ketnt* Ik 
peofile of Puis and ihue tubnltem iaiiiiueii . , . Ibat tubiluiil omcla dT Ike caH* wl 

clmmed Ihetuprmitioq of (ht police," [ZVm tvilk lAe iftaJbtrJ murmuiruhd TiibwIw^i h 
Ibe sajletiei.J— Moniaet-Teniui, II. 398. PniuBDan ot <be uicaal «ctio& imt W 
l^voiser {the chemiu} ; " The capncD of a knot af cuiieiu lihutl becaaa tbe doiva " 

• Butliei et Raui, XVI. 3}i.— Morlinier-Teiniui. II. i^ and 34]. The ceunl ha 
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themselves for it, they have only to c 
of a conidoT. 



r to the other side 



IV. 

Thus, hatched by the Girondists, docs the terrible Commune 

of P«hs come into being, that of August loth, September 2d, 

and May 31st, Scarcely does the viper leave its nest before it 

begins 10 hiss. A fortnight before the loth of August ' it begins 

W uncoil, and the wise statesmen who have so diligently shel- 

tovd and fed it, stand aghast at its hideous, flattened head. 

Acconlingly, ibey back away from it up to the last hour, and 

«ri»e to prevent it from biting them. Petion himself visits 

IlobepieiTe on the 7th of .\ugust, in order to represent to him 

the pcrib of an insuneciion, and to allow the Assembly time 

enough to discuss the question of dethronement. The same day 

Vcigmaud and Guadcl propose to the King, through the medium 

«f Thierry, bis valet -de- chambre, that, uniil peace is assured, the 

|o>anmcnt be carried on under a regency. Petion, on the night 

^ August 9-10, issues a pressing circular to the sections, urging 

limn to remain trantiuil.' 

but it b 100 lale. Fifty days of excitement and alarm have 

^•trtcd up the aberrations of morbid imaginations into a delir- 

^■Mf— On the second of August, a crowd of men and women 

^Ipk Id the bar of the Assembly, exclaiming, •' Vengeance ! Ven- 

^^■^Bte ! oar brethren are being potsoneil ! " ' I'he fact as 

■ccroined is tlits r at Soissons, where the bread of the soldiery 

•»• inpiircd in a church, some fragments of broken glass were 

faod in tbe oven, on the strength of which a rumor was started 

4a 170 volunteers had died, and that 700 were lying in the 

^O^naL A ferocious instinct creates adversaries in its own 

■Wfr, and sanctions projects against them of its own invention. 

—TIk committee of Jacobin leaders states positively thai the 
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Court is xbout to attack, and, accordtngtf, has devised "bm 
moely signs of this, but the most uomistakable prooC"' "ilii 
the Trojan horse," exclaimed Panis. " W'k are losi if »c do Ml 
succeed in disemboweling it. . . . The bomb is to burst « 
tbenight of August ^lo. . . , Fifteen thousand aristocntl 
stand ready to slaughter all patriots." Patriots, consequeni^t 
attribute to themselves the right to slaughter aristocrats — L 
June, in the Minimes section, "a French guardsman had al 
determined to kill the King," if tbe King persisted in his 
the president of the section having desired the expulsion of dM 
regicide, the latter was retained and the president was expdlML' 
On the 14th of July, the day of tbe Federation festival, i 
predecessor of Louvet and Fieschi, provided with a cutlass, hid 
introduced faimself into the battalion on duty at the palux, fat 
the same purpose ; during the ceremony the crowd was fniionii 
iUHl, ka a moment, the King owed his life to the firmness of hi 
escort. On the 27th of July, in the garden of tbe Tul1ene!| 
d'Espr^tncnil, the old Constituent, beaten, slashed, and \M 
clothes torn, pursued like a stag across the Palais Royal, bH 
lileeiling on a mattress at the gates of the Treasury.' Od it 
I9tfa of July, whilst one of Lafayette's aids, M. Bureau de Pu?i 
is at tbe bar of the house, " ihcy try to have a motion pasud i* 
the Palais Roj"aI 10 parade his head on the end of a pike."^- 
To such an extent are rage and fear carried, the brutal and tl* 
excited can <rrait no longer. On the 4lh of August,* the Matica» 
seil section declares "to the .\ssembly, to the municipality, iM 
to all the dtiaens of Paris, that it no longer recognises \M^ 
XVI. as King of tbe French"; its president, the foTcmaodfl 

■ Ran. XtX. n. B^« •f Si*i^ >> in-^ SfCKhb^Piu: "llHfM* 

liiiiii I MTft 1 ' i ' ' 'I - ' kM>>a>i»;y-«««BurrH-— T>»«*ibi^ 

' - - -.-—.^-^ -■.— t .-J. 1— y ..J. .,.. ■iln-ii- 

■iii Wfc " >»> Unmf Mi l — ^ Jm»*»»— n n n »i4J«IMpi 
a iK-Mai, i^— WrfB. II. ■«■ Ihfcwi CMtM, "HtMan.*! 
. at ifct tod •/!)»). dK b>« «• bM dM In H* faM. H U pMM^Irl 

Ir iii ifc Mil - i^B link Oa *( lA gf J-Oj. int. kit «M**A 
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tiilor's shop, and its secretary, employed in the leatlier market, 
snpiwn their manifesto with three lines of a tragedy floating 
vaguely in their minds,' and name the Boulevard Madeleine St. 
Honore as a rendezvous on the follovring Sunday for all well- 
(hiqioscd persons. On the 6th of August, Varlet, a post-otfice 
dctk. makes known to the Assembly, in the name of the 
petitioneis of the Champ de Mars, the programme of the fac- 
tion: the dethronement of the King, the indictment, arrest, 
Utd speedy condemnation of Lafayette, the immediate convok- 
tDg of the primary assemblies, universal suffrage, the discharge 
of all staff officers, the renewal of the departmental directories, 
the recall of all ambassadors, the suppression of diplomacy, and 
1 return to the state of nature. 

The Girondists may now interpose delay, negotiate, beat about 
ind argue as much as they please ; their hesitation has no other 
(fleet than to consign them into the background, as being luke- 
onn anJ limid. Thanks to them, the faction now has its 
deVbcraiive assemblies, its executive powers, its central seal of 
goremment, its enlarged, tried, and ready army, and, forcibly 
« otfaciwise, its programme will be carried out. 



Tlie first point to gain is to constrain the Assembly to depose 
Ibe King. Several limes already,' on the 26th of July and 
AugiBt 4, secret conventicles had been held, in which obscure 
•dividuals decided the fate of France, and gave the signal for 

'JKhMbt. XltL MD. — The «ylc oT (hat petitiDiuii higUy imtruclive Wctcein ihcm 
HmmtttmAwmtiitfttoltiaaiBoaafaK ptavaem: ai one line a luir-cducpied wriui 

^tm tl ILiraall mad apin, Ihc comet lenep-wriwr puiiiai logcths ihc pcriudi lanmiig 

'Ci^ Trtck liatliirkiii« iitr I'origiqv H IfavMiablen autcun dc I'iuumctioa du la 
The executive direclory, ■ppointed by (he cmlr^l 
&ni mediae in a wijic-«hop. the StirH J'vr, on ihe 
e CadruM bin, oa thv boulsvatd; the third in An- 
lW» oa^ vb» Ibeb LodgeU in the lame h«ue with Robesptene CamilLe DeunouUnB wi» 

• *■ -fA a l<Jtt is > win»liop » Churenmn by ibrbiiroiii, Reb«i|ui, Picm Bayle, 
Una. a^ FaoRiiR iIk American— Ct J. CUmie. " Camille DeuDDulins." p. igt, Da- 
^^■■iifc. ■linl* tcfartlheKXhofAuguii: "U the Naiinnal Auemhly think) thai il 

■fca I I II I. ud ncrr nu. •» *» Krmi, it iirvaml wM Or frwtr ^ fmltint » 
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MwiBLtiua. — Restnuned whh great difficulty, they consioud 
■•o btrc p li eo c e mil August 9, at 11 o'clock in the evening."' 
Oa ifail dn- the fe c usai oD of the dethroDement is to lake ^att 
•a ihe .Assenldy, and olculations are made on a favorable vote 
^dg nch a poniiTe llircal ; its reluctance must yield 10 ibe 
OTOinqr of as anted m^-cstinenL — On the 8(h of August, ho*- 
CTcr, ibe Assembly icfuscs, by a raajoncy of two-thirds, to itidid 
Af Sicat caetBT, La&yene. The double amputation, thcidbi^ 
so rwe«ni far puUk: safety, must be begun with this majonlf 

The nwoMM die acquittal is announced, the galleries, UHulIf 
ao W Kifci o ni , maintaiD '■ gloomy silence." • The word of ran- 
waaA for dien b to keep themselves in reserve for the arMi. 
<^e bjroBC dte depaties who voted for I^fayetie are dcsiguted 
to Ac ■ob « Uw doon, and a shout goes up, " The rascals, ide 
knKTCS, Ike miiofs liring on the ci%il list ! Hang them I KiO 
then I Put an end to them '. " Mud, monar, plaster, stones Bt 
daiDWD at tbetn. aad they are severely pummelled. M. Metiires, 
m tibc Roe du Dauphin, is seiicd by the throat, and a womU 
nrflECS at hint, which he parries. In the Rue St. Honori* 
Muber of naea in red caps surround M. Regnault-Seauma), 
and decade 10 "string him up at the lantern"; a man m hit 
)aciLct had already grabbed him from behind and raised hin Vf, 
when the gretuulieis of Sain te- Opportune arrive in time to «l 
him free. In the Rue St. Louis, M. Deuzy, repeatedly strudtW 
ibe back with siotics, has a sabre twice raised over his head I1 
the Passage dcs Feuillants, M. Desbois is pummelled, ami ) 
"snuff-box, hb pocket-book, and cane" are stolen from him. I'' 
d*e lobbies of the Assembly, M. Girardin is on the i>oiiii of be 
i&g assassinated.* Eight deputies besides these are pursued, uii 



n><nFe*>R^(<i«.~— Mrif.jTO. Ltttcror.M. FnUTifaa: -Mm 
«ui of ibnr alirfift. eidaiBed: Hov aaihvj iatull Ihr dcputw> in 
nn off' "— U jativct. ihal noisr MRndiiij * n«Dac of llx Jm 
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take refuge in the guard-room of the Palais Royal. A Federate 
enters along with them, and "there, his eyes sparkling with rage, 
and thumping on the table like a madtnan," he exclaims 10 M. 
Dumohrd, who is the best known : "If you are unlucky enough 
10 put your feet in the Assembly again, I'll cut otT your head 
with my sword!" As to the principal defender of Lafayette, 
M. Vaublanc, he is assailed three times, but he is wary enough 
not to return home ; a number of infuriates, however, invest his 
house, yelling out that "eighty citizens are lo perish by their 
hands, and he one of the firet"; a dozen of the gang ascend to 
his apartments, rummage them in every comer, make another 
effort to find him in the adjoining houses, and, not being able to 
secure him, try lo find his family ; he is notified that, if he returns 
to his house, he will be massacred. — In the evening, on the 
Feuillants terrace, other deputies are subjected to the same out- 
rages ; the gendarmerie tries in vain to protect them, while the 
"commandant of [he National Guard, on leaving his post, is 
attacked and cut down." ' — Meanwhile, some of the Jacobins in 
the lobbies " doom the majority of the Assembly to destruction " ; 
one orator declares that "the people have a right to form lists of 
proscription," and the club accordingly decides on printing and 
publishing the names of all the deputies who acquitted Lafay- 
ette. — Never was physical constraint displayed and applied with 
such open shamelessness. 

On the following day, August 9, armed men gather around 
the approaches to the Assembly, and sabres are seen even in the 
corridors.' The galleries, more imperious than ever, cheer, and 
break out in ironic shouts of triumph and approval every time 
the attacks of the previous evening are denounced in the 
tribune. The president calls the offenders to order more than 
twenty times, but his voice and his bell are drowned in the up- 
roar. It is impossible to express an opinion. Most of the 

■ ^m*en>r, XIII. ITS (Inter of M. dc Joly, Minuui of Jo^iccl—Z^ir. j;!, dccUntkw of 
M. Jollivs — Sucha a Rom, XVI. jtd (leiuoii of ihc Jno^n Club, Aug. B, « cvcnlngl. 
Speech by GoitpiOcBii- 

*Mimitnr, XIII. J70.— Cf. Mmt. Ihe Icrw- of M. Chapton— /*.V,, 37a. Spwch by M. 
A. Vublanc— Moor, "Jimmil dunng a Raideiice is Fnnce,' 
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Tcprcscntatives who were maltreated the evening before, writ* 
that they will not return, while others, who arc present, dtclire 
that they will not vote again " if they cannot be secure of fret- 
dom of conscience in their deliberations." At this utterance, 
which expresses the secret sentiment of "nearly the whole odhe 
Assembly," ' " all the members of the ' Right,' and many of the 
'Left,' arise simultaneously and exclaim: 'Ves, yes; we will 
debate no longer unless we are free ! ' " — As usual, however, ih* 
majority gives way the moment efTective measures are to be 
adopied ; its heart sinks, as it always has done, on being cilled 
upon to act in self-defence, while these official declarations, one 
on top of the other, in hiding from it the gravity of the daaga, 
sink it deeper in its own timidity. At this same session iht 
syndic-attorney of the department reports that the mob is ready. 
that 900 armed men had just entered Paris, that the tocsin 
would be rung at midnight, and that the municipality lolciaia 
or favofs the insurrection. At this same session, the Minister of 
Justice gives notice that "the laws are powerless," and that Ae 
government is no longer responsible. At this same session, Pe- 
tion, the mayor, almost avowing his complicity, appears at tht 
bar of the house, and declares positively that he will have nothing 
to do with the public forces, because "it would be arming one 
body of citizens against another."* — Every support is evidently 
knocked away. Feeling that it is abandoned, the Assembly 
gives up, and, as a last cxjjedieni, and with a degree of weak- 
ness OT simplicity which admirably depicts the legislators of the 
epoch, it adopts a philosophic address to the people, " iosiruct- 
ing it what to do in the exercise of its sovereignty." 

The next day and after it has a chance to witness the opera- 
tion. A Jacobin deputy stops in a cab before the door of the 
Feuillants club ; a crowd gathers around him, and he gives his 
name, Delmas. The crowd understood it as Dumas, a notorioiu 
Constitutionalist, and, in a rage, drag him out of the vrliiclc and 
knock him down; had not other deputies run up and giveo 
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assurances that he was the patriot Delmas, of Toulouse, instcati 
of "the iraitor, Malhieu Dumas," he was a lost man,* Dumas 
makes no effort to enter, He finds on the Place Venddme a 
second and not less inslruciive warning. Some wretches, fol- 
lowed by the usual rabble, carry about a number of heads on 
pikes, those probably of the journalist Suleau, and three others, 
massacred a quarter of an hour before ; " boys quite young, mere 
children, play with these heads by tossing them in the air, and 
catching ihem on the ends of their sticks." — There is no doubt 
but that the deputies of the " Right," and even of the "Centre," 
would do well to go home and slay there. In fact, they are no 
longer seen in the Assembly.' In the afternoon, out of the 630 
members still present the evening before, 346 do not answer the 
call, while about thirty others had either withdrawn before this 
or sent in their resignations.' The purging is complete, like that 
to which Cromwell, in 1648, subjected the Long Parliament. 
Henceforth the Legislative body, reduced to 224 Jacobins or 
Girondists, with 60 frightened or tractable neutrals, will obey the 
orders of the street without any difficulty. A change has come 
over the spirit of the body as well as over its composition ; it is 
nothing more now than a servile instrument in the hands of the 
seditious, who have mutilated it, and who, masters of it through 
a first misdeed, are going to use it to legalise other crimes. 

VL 
During the night of the 9th and loth of August their govern- 
ment is organised for action, its organisation, as its forth coming 
action will be, being due to violence and fraud. — In vain 
have they wrought up and wearied Ihe sections for the past 
fortnight; they are not yet submissive, only six out of forty- 

■ Maihim Dumai. "M^notRn." It, 461- 

RouK, XVI. 4tB.— T°wiud> Kalf-put Kven in ihe motiUog Ihin voi only fnm dity \i 
Bghty mnDbm pmaL (Tcminony of I*n of ihe MinUim oho Ion ibt Auembly.) 

■ Mmiine-Tmiaiu, It »s. Al Ihc UllM of July ii. not uunling mcmbcn on laved 
■bACnce or ddcEntcd cbcwIicK, and tlw dod not replaced, ihnr wen nlrtudy twenly-sevev 
■M xnnrering ihc all, i>hil> afict Ihil dale lhr« oihen reugBcd.— Hunhti h Baux, XVIL 

TDWn — Hua, 164 (aftit Aug. 10), " Wt aiimdrd ihe mMiingi of ihc Home umpty to 





IT* 



THE REVOLUTION. 



dght at the present hour, eleven o'clock at night, being found 
sufficiently excited or purged to send their commissionen forth- 
with, with full power, to the Hfitel-de-vijle. The oilins till 
foUow, but the majority rests inert or refractory.' — h is neteaarr, 
therefore, lo deceive or force this majority, and, lo tliii oid, 
darkness, the late hour, disorder, dread of ihe coming dav, ind 
the uncertainty of what to do, are precious auxiliaries. In mtny 
of the sections,' the meetings arc already adjourned or dewnH: 
only 3 few members of the permanent bureau remain in ihe 
room, with a few men, perhaps asleep on the nearly cnnrty 
benches. An emissary arrives Irom the insurgent sections, slong 
with a company of trusty fellows belonging to the quarter, iiii 
cries out, Save the country! The sleepers open their eyo, 
stretch themselves, raise their hands, and elect whoever is deaj- 
oated, oftentimes strangers and oiher unknown individuals, who 
will be disowned the coming day at a full meeting of the section. 
There is no official report drawn up, no ballolting, the course 
pursued being the most prompt. At the Arsenal section, ia. 
electors present choose three among their own number to rep- 
resent 1,400 active citizens. Elsewhere, a throng of harridans, 
vagabonils, and othere who "make night hideous," invade the 
premises, drive out the friends of order, and carry all the nomi- 
nations made.'' Other sections consent to elect, but without 
giving full power. Several make express reservations, stipulating 
that their delegates shall act in concert with the legal inunici]>al' 
ity, distrusting the future committee, and declaring in advance 
that they will not obey it. A few elect their commissioners only 
to obtain information, and, at the same time, to show that they 
intend earnestly to stop ail rioting.* Finally, at least twenijr 
sections abstain from or disapprove of the proceedings and send 
no delegates, — It makes but little difference — they can be dis- 
pensed with. At three o'clock in the morning, 19 sections, KtA, 
at seven o'clock, t\ or 25,' are represented one way or another 
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St die H6t<:t-dc-ville, and this represemaiion forms a central 
conuniUcc. Al all evenis, ihere is nothing to prevent seventy 
cr eighty subonJinaie intriguers and desperadoes, who have 
slipped in or pushed through, from calling themselves authorised 
delegates and ministers plenipotentiary of the entire Paris pop- 
ulation.' and of going to work at once. Scarcely are they 
uuiallcd under the presidency of Huguenin, with Tallien for a 
aecrcttrj-, when ihey issue a summons for "twenty-five armed 
moi &nm each section," five hundred vigorous fellows, to act as 
^■■ris and serve as an executive force. — Against a band of this 
^^B^ion the municipal council, in session in the opposite 
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n purpose, i 
1 different quarters of Paris, 
I'ith villainous looking men, 
i deliberations being carried 



feeble enough, 
members, sent away c 
^AsKtubly, at the palace, and i 
*hilt its galleries are crammed ' 
Vowd there to create an uproar, it 
M umlcr menaces of death. — Hence, as the night wears on, 
ktteen the two assemblages, one legal and the other illegal, in 
tnioD at tiie same time, lacing each other like the t^o sides of 
' lolc. the equilibrium disappears. Lassitude, fear, discour- 
Jjtment, desertion, increase on all sides, while numbers, audacity, 
'«W, and usurpation increase on the other. At length, the latter 
ntnfrom the former all the acts it needs to start the insurrec- 
iM *ad render defence impossible. About six o'clock in the 
nuninj; the intruding committee, in the name of the people, 
flxli the mailer by suspending the council, which it then expels, 
u>l takes possession of its chairs. 

The fim act of ilie new sovereigns indicates at once what they 
•WM to do. M. de Mandat, in command of the National 
tnarf, summoned to the H6tel-de-ville, had come to explain to 
iK council what disposition he had made of his troops, and 
■till ordcn he had issued. They seize him, interrogate him in 
U>w turn,* dqxise him, appoint Santerre in his place, and, to 
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derive alt the benefit they can from his capture, they orda him 
to withdraw one-half of his men stationed around ibe ]>Blace, 
Fuliy aware of what he was exposed to in this den of thieve, he 
noHy refuses ; forthwith they consign him to prison, and mimJ 
him to the Abbaye " for his greater safely." At these signiiicaiit 
words from Danton,' he is murdered at the door as he leaves by 
Rossignol, one of Danton's accolytes, with a pistol-shot ai aim's 
length. — After tragedy comes comedy. At the urgent lequeil 
of Potion, who is unwilling to be called out against the rioiea' 
they send him a guard of 400 men, thus confinipg him in hi) 
own house, and, apparently, in spite of himself. 

With treachery as a shelter on one side, and assassination on 
•he other, jhe insurrection may now go on in full security before 
the big hypocrite {tarlufe) who solemnly complains of his volun- 
tary captivity, and before the corpse, with shattered brow, lying 
on the steps of the Hfitcl-de-ville. On the right bank o( tfi« 
river, the battalions of the faubourg Saint-Anioine, and, on t 
left, those of the faubourg Saint-Marcel, the Bretons, and ibe 
Marseilles band, maroh forth as freely as if going to parade. 
Measures of defence are disconcerted by the murder of the coo^ 
manding general, and by the mayor's duplicity; there is i 
resistance on guarded sjtots, at the arcade Saini-Jean, the 
passages of the bridges, along the quays, and in the court of llic 
Louvre. An advance guard of the populace, women, children) 
and men, armed with shoeknives, cudgels, and pikes, spre«l 
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over the abandoned Carrousel, and, towards eiglit o'clock, the 
advance cotuain, led by Westermann, debouches in Iront of the 
mUcc 



VII, 
If the King had been willing to fight, he might still have 
defended himself, saved himself, and even been victorious. — In 
the Tailcries, 950 of the Swiss Guard and 200 gendemen stood 
teady to die for him to the last man. Around the Tuileries, two 
or three thousand National Guard, the ^lite of the Parisian pop- 
ulation, had just cheered him as he passed : ' " Hurrah for the 
King! Hurrah for Louis XVI.! He is our King and we want 
DO other; we want him only ! Down with the rioters! Down 
with the Jacobins I We will defend him unto death ! Let him 
pni himself at our head ! Hurrah for the Nation, the Law, the 
Constitution, and the King, which are all onel" If the can- 
MnecTs were silent, and seemed ill-disposed,' it was simply neces- 
ary to diunn tiicin suddenly, and hand over iheir pieces 10 
loTil men. Four thousand guns and eleven pieces of artillery, 
pfoiected by the walls of the courts and by the thick masonry 
oftbe palace, were certainly sufficient against the nine or ten 
^lousand jacobins in Paris, most of them pikemen, badly led by 
in{)rDvised or refractory battalion officers, and, still worse, coni- 
miodcd by their new general, Santerre, who, always cautious 
iqjl himsdf aloof in the H6tel-de-ville, out of harm's way. 
Tbc only staunch men in the Carrousel were the eight hundred 
ncs froo) Brest and Marseilles ; the rest consisted of a rabble 
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fflte that of July n, October 5, and June 10 ; > the palace, ayi 
Napoleon Bonapane, was attacked by the vilest tanailU, pro- 
fessional rioters, Maillard's band, and the bands of I^owsb, 
Foumier, and Theroigne, by all the assassins, indeed, of the 
previous night and day, and of the followitig day, which specie* 
of combatants, as was proved by the event, would have tat- 
tered at the first discharge of a cannon. — But, with the governing 
as with the governcil, all notion of the State was lost, the fonner 
through humanity become a duty, ajid the latter through insub- 
ordination erected into a right At the dose of the eighieenlh 
cenlur)-, in the upper as well as in the middle class, there ira^ a 
horror of blood ; ' refined social ways, coupled with an idyUic 
imagination, had softened the militant disposition. Everywhm 
the magistrates bad forgotten that the maintenance of sodelT 
and of civilisation is a benefit of in6nitely greater importance 
than Ihe lives of a parcel of maniacs and malefactors ; that the 
prime object of govcmmeni, as well as of a police, is the preser 
vation of order by force ; that a gendarme is not a philanthro- 
pist ; that, if attacked on his post, he must use his sword, and 
that, in sheathing it for fear of wounding his aggressors, he ^ 
to do his duly. 

This lime again, in the court of the Carrousel, the magistrates 
on the spot, finding that " their responsibility is insupportable," 
concern themselves only with how to "avoid the effusion of 
blood ; " it is with regret, and this they state to the troops. 
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(altering tones," that they proclaim martial law.' They "forbid 
ihem to attack," merely "authorising them Co repel force with 
force ; " in other words, they order them to support the first fire : 
"you are not to fire until you are fired upon." — Still better, they 
go from company to company, "openly declaring ihat opposition 
to such a large and well-armed assemblage would be folly, and 
that it would be a very great misfortune to attempt it." — " I 
repeat to you," said Leroux, " that a defence seems to me mad- 
ness." — Such is the way in which, for more than an hour, they 
encourage the National Guard. " All I ask," says Leroux again, 
"is that you wait a little longer. I hope that we shall induce 
the King to yield to the National Assembly." — Always the same 
tactics, — surrender the general and ihc fortress rather than fire 
on the mob. To this end they return to the King, with Rcederer 
at their head, and renew their efforts: "Sire," says Rcederer, 
"time presses, and we ask you to consent to accompany us." — 
For a few moments, the last and most solemn of the monarchy, 
the King hesitates.* His ^ood sense, probably, enabled him to 
see that a retreat was abdication; but his phlegmatic under- 
standing is at first unable to clearly define its consequences; 
moreover, his optimism had never compassed the vasCness ol 
popular imbecility, nor sounded the depths of human wicked- 
ness; he cannot imagine calumny transforming his dislike of 
shedding blood into a disposition to shed blood. ^ Besides, he is 
bound by his past, by his habit of always yielding; by his 
determination, declared and maintained for the past three years, 
never to cause civil war; by his obstinate humanilarianism, and 
especially by his religious equanimity. The animal instinct of 
resistance has been systematically extinguished in him, the flash 
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sf anger in all of us which starts up under unjust aad biuul 
aggressions ; the Christian has supplanted the King i he i> mi 
longer aware that duty obUges him to be a man of the swotd; 
that, in his surrender, he surrenders the State, and that to yitU 
hke a lamb is to lead all honest people, along with himscl/, into 
the shambles. " Let us go," said he, raising his right hand, " n 
will give, since it is necessary, one more proof of our self-sicri- 
fice." ' Accompanied by his family and Ministers, he sets Wl 
between two lines of National Guards and the Swiss Guard,' inJ 
reaches the Assembly, which sends a deputation to meet him; 
entering the chamber he says : " I come here to prevent i gml 
crime." No pretext, indeed, for a conflict now eiists. An 
assault on the insurgent side is useless, since the monarch, wilh 
all belonging to him and his government, have left the paU«- 
On ihe other side, the garrison cannot undertake to mainuin » 
contest, as this is diminished by 150 Swiss, while nearly the etitii* 
battalion serving as the King's escort to the Assembly is reduce^ 
to a few gentlemen, 750 Swiss, and>about a hundred Niboo*^ 
Guards; the others, on learning that the King has gone, con' 
aider their services at an end and dbpcRC-* — All seems to tx ' 
over in the sacrifice of royalty. Louis XVI. imagines that th< 
Assembly, at the worst, will suspend him from his functions, ant 
that he will return 10 the Tuileries as a private individual. Oi» 
leaving the palace, indeed, he orders his valet to keep up 
ser^■ice until he himself returns from the National Assembly.' 

He did not count on the exigencies, delusioas and disorden- 
of an insurrection. — Threatened by the Jacobin cannor 
remaining with their artillery in the inside courts, the gaio- 
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tcepcn opcD the gates. The insurgents rush in, fraternise h 

the cannoneers, reach the vestibule, ascend ihe grand s 

vkI summon ihe Swiss to surrender.' — They show no hostile 

spirit ; many of them, as a mark of good humor, throw packets 

of caitridges out of the windows ; some even go so far as to let 

thenwlves be embraced and led away. The regiment, however, 

tethfol lo its orders, will not yield to force.' " We are Swiss," 

nplics Ihe sergeant, Blaser; "the Swiss do not part with their 

anns but with their lives. We think that we do not merit such 

n insult. If the regiment is no longer wanted, let it be legally 

<litchargcd. But we will not leave our post, nor will we let our 

aims be taken from us." The two bodies of troops remain 

fjcing each other on the staircase for three-quarters of an hour, 

ilniost intermingleJ. one silent and the other excited, turbulent, 

»nd laive, with all the ardor and lack of discipline peculiar to 

* [jopular gathering, each insurgent striving apart, and in his own 

*tj. to corrupt, intimidate, or constrain the Swiss Guards. 

Gnnitr, of Marwilles, at the head of the staircase, holds two of 

them at arms' length, trying in a friendly manner to draw them 

4)«n.' At the foot of the staircase the crowd is shouting and 

ihrniening ; lightermen, armed with boat-hooks, harpiwn the 

KMinels by their shoulder-straps, and pull down four or live, like 

nnuny fishes, amid shouts of laughter. — Just at this moment a 

pmol goes off, nobo<iy being able to tell which party fired it.* 

The Swiss, firing from above, clean out the vestibule and the 

nwm, rush down into the square and seize the cannon; the 

nwigents scatter and fly out of range. The bravest, neverthe- 

fen, rally behind the entrances of the houses on the Carrousel, 

l^« cartridges into the courts of the small buildings and set 

>)Knon fire. During another half-hour, under the dense smoke 

flillic fint discharge and of the burning buildings, both sides Are 
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napha^anl, while the Swiss, far from giving way, have sc»K(% 
:Ost a few men, when a messenger from the King anive*. M. 
d'Hervilly. who orders in his name the firing to cease, and ^ 
men to return to their barracks. 

Slowly and regularly ihey form in line and retire along the 
broad alley of the garden. At the sight of these forcigTMrs 
however, in red coats, who had just fired on Frenchmen, the 
guns of the battalion stationed on the terraces go off of that 
own accord, and the Swiss column divides in two. One body <rf 
350 men turns to the right, reaches the Assembly, lays down in 
arms at the King's order, and allows itself to be shut up in ibe 
Feuillanis church. The others are annihilated on crossing dw 
garden, or cut down on the Place Louis XV. by the mounIt>l 
gendarmerie. No quarter is given. The warfare is that d a 
mob, not civilised war, but primitive war, that of barbarians. 
In the abandoned palace into which the insurgents entcivd 6v( 
minutes after the departure of the garrison,' they ktU the wound- 
ed, the two Swiss surgeons attending to them,' the Swiss «tio 
had not fired a gun, and who, in the balcony on the side of the 
garden, "cast off their cartridge-boxes, sabres, coals, and his, 
and shout : ' Friends, we are with you, we arc Frenchmen. »e 
belong to the nation 1"" They kill the Swiss, armed or unamitil, 
who remain at their posts in the apartments. They kill the 
Swiss gate-keepers in their bojtes. They kill everybody in the 
kitchens, from the head cook down to the pot boys.' Tbt 
women barely escape. Madame Campan, on her knees, seited 
by the back, sees an uplifted sabre about to fall on her, "ben 
a voice from the foot of the staircase calls out : •- What are 
you doing there? The women are not to be kiltedl" "Gel 
up, you hussy, the nation forgives you ! " — To make up for dm 
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rtifnaiion helps itself and indulges itself to its heart's :onteiil 
in ihe palare which now belongs to it. Some honest persons do, 
indeed, rarrj' money and valuables to the National Assembly, 
but others pillage and destroy all that they can.' They shatter 
mirrors, break furniture to pieces, and throw clocks out of the 
•iBilo* ; they shout the Marseilles hymn, which one of the Na- 
tional Guards accompanies on a harpsichord,^ and descend to 
tile ttllars, where they gorge themselves. "For more than a 
Icnnighl," says an eye witness,' '■ one walked on fragments of 
bonle." In (he garden, especially, "it might be said that they 
h»d tried to pave the walks with broken glass." — Porters are 
xni Kaied on the throne in the coronation robes; a trollop 
wcupies the Queen's bed ; it is a carnival in which base and 
cud instincts, with th* curb taken off, find plenty of good forage 
Md abundant litter. Runaways come back after the victory and 
»ub the dead with their pikes. Prostitutes, "well-dressed," cut 
opcrs with naked corpses.* And, as the destroyers enjoy their 
*otk, ihey are not disjiosed to be disturbed in it. In the courts 
trfthe Carrousel, where nine hundred toiset of building are burn- 
ing, the firemen try four times to extinguish the fire; "they are 
•hn ai, and threatened with being pitched into the flames,"' 
*iule |iclitioncrs appear at the bar of the Assembly, and an' 
sniDce in a threatening tone that the Tuileries are blazing, and 
>Wl hU« until the dethronement becomes a law. 

The poor Assembly, become Girondist through its late mutila- 
tion, strives in vain 10 arrest the downhill course of things, and 
■Umcain, as it has just sworn to do, "the constituted authorities";' 
iiilmrcs, ai least, to put Louis XVI. in the Luxembourg palace, 
loif^int 4 tutor for the Dauphin, to keep the ministers tempo- 
*K[\j in office, and to save all prisoners, and those who walk the 
'Otcis. Equally captive, and nearly as prostrate as the King 
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himself, the Assembly merely serves as a recording office (ot the 
popular will, thai very morning furnishing evidence of thet^oe 
which the armed commonalty attaches Eo its decrees. Tlut 
morning murdere were commitied at its door, in contempt of in 
safe conduct; at eight o'clock Suleau and three others, wrtstri 
from their guards, are cut down under its windows. In tlx 
afternoon, from sixty to eighty of the unarmed Swiss still renuia- 
ing in the church of the Feuillants are taken out to be sent to 
the Hfitel-de-ville, and massacred on the way at the Place de 
Greve. Another detachment, conducted to the section of the 
Roule, is likewise disposed of in the same way.' Carie, at lie 
head of the gendarmerie, is called out of the Assembly and 
assassinated on the Place Vendfime, and bis head b caniei 
about on a pike. The founder of the old monarchical dab, K. 
de Clermont-Tonnerre, withdrawn from public life for two yOH 
past, and quietly passing along the streets, is recognised, dnggc4 
through the gutter and cut to pieces. — After such waramgi 
the Assembly can only obey, and, as usual, conceal its sob- 
mission beneath sounding words. If the dictatorial committee, 
self-imposed at the H6tel-de-vi]lc, still condescends tokccj)it 
alive, it is owing to a new investiture,' and by declaring ta i! 
that it must not meddle with its doings now or in the future. 
Let it confine itself to its function, that of rendering decrcci 
made by the faction. Accordingly, like fruit falling from a tree 
vigorously shaken, these decrees rattle down, one alter anodio, 
into the hands that await them : ^ the suspension of the Kin^ 
the convoking of a national convention, electors and the eligible 
exempted from all property qualifications, an indemnity fof (fa- 
placed electors, the term of Assemblies left to the decision of ibe 
electors,* the removal and arrest oi the late ministers, tbc 
re- appointment of Servan, ClaviJres and Roland, Danton as Min- 
ister of Justice, the recognition of the usurping Commune, S«n- 

• MDrdmer-Tcnuun, 137. Speech if Hugiicnin. pim'deni of ihe QmmaiK. u IbtWrf 
the Nalianil Auembty: "I'he people by whun we arc km u you han inunKwd ■> 
declan 10 70U thii they inveii you anew with iu eonlidence '. but ibef ai iIk hh ■am 
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terre confirmed in his new rank, the municipalities empowLTeil 
to look after general safety, the arrest of suspicious persons 
confided to all well-disposed citizens,' domiciliary visits prescribed 
for the discovery of arms and ammunition,' all the justices of 
Paris 10 be re-elected by those within their jurisdiction, all officers 
of the gendarmerie subject to re-election by their soldiers,' thirty 
sous per diem for the Marseilles troops from the day of iheir 
arrival, a court-martial against the Swiss, a tribunal for the 
despatch of justice against the vanquisihed of August 10, and a 
quantity of other decrees of a still more important bearing ; — 
the suspension of the commissioners appointed to enforce the 
execution of the law in civil and criminal courts,' the release of 
all persons accused or condemned for military insubordination, 
for press offences and pillaging of grain,' the partition of com- 
munal possessions,* the confiscation and sale of property belong- 
ing to /migr^tj' the relegation of their fathers, mothers, wives and 
children into the interior, the banishment or transportation of 
unsworn ecclesiastics,' the establishment of easy divorce at two 
months' notice and on the demand of one of the parties,* in 
short, every measure lending to disturb properly, break up the 
&mily, persecute conscience, suspend the law, pervert justice, 
rehabilitate crime, and hand over the magistracy, public offices, 
the choice of the future omnipotent Assembly, in brief, the entire 
commonwealth, to an autocratic, violent minority, which, daring 
all things, obtains the dictatorship and dares all to keep it. 



viir. 

Let us stop a moment to contemplate this great city and its 
new kings. — From afar, Paris seems a club of 700,000 fanatics, 
vociferating and deliberating on the public squares ; near by, it 
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• Tie ^Edc oo rising from the boctoD 

its cokx- to the stream ; bol 
rr duimd« and, under diii 
Taxaaa iron: Sc same as it was before. Itisa 
zzr n: Tcjcie ik* rmsci-r-i. 2r>»eii»tL basr, and fond of amuse 
^*=^ T: rre zr=MZ aiaprrCT. even in revohitionary times, 
zt^^-sss li^ Tnr rmrrlex laf ibsorbing. leaves but an insignifr 




Tocia: £Sti5L Tbrocxgfa routine and throo^ 
^Eznmanrirna:, vfactaj of wares, selling, purchasiDg, 
rc-jimcs. no-s. sud proRsskms. go on in the osul 



.2e nerx irres rr rs cfice. d« workman to his shop, the 
jrtsaa r: ins JriL fte mfrvrarTr to his wardionse, the student to 
iis n^nret. izc ±e fLnciJccarr to his dntr ; * they arc devoted, 
arst re li rr ncr rcrracs^ to dxfr daily bread, to the dischaige 
■re rreiar rctixarvntSw r:? tber own advancement, to their fam^t 
in*! :rr rneir rueasars: :?d prorsde for these things the day is not 
r>: jrci. F-rtzcs ciTerts :bem aside only for so many quaitcr- 
iriir^ izif ±ssr nciier oct cf ozfoszty. like a play one applauds 



rr 2.sa=s 31 225 seir wicwat steppmg upon the stage.— "Tbe 
cecJirxr«ni r^ir rre cocntry 2$ in danger,** says many eye wit- 
ressejw* -'2A5 zLiie =•? chaz^e in the ph>-siognomy of Paris 
Ti*;rf ire ±^e sizie xajsemects. the same gossip. . . . TTk 
ineiirs? iT* f-Ll i< ::sc.il The w:nc-shops and places of diver- 
sicc cv-rf.:» m-:;i the percie. Nanonal Guards, and soldiers 
. . . T-^ fisiricc^ rle word cnjoj-s its pleasure-parties."— The 
viiv i±:fr :h^ cecn«, ±e ccect of the ceremony, so skilfully man 
j*:^i. :s v-rTi- <1:^*-:l -The Xaconal Guard in the procession/ 
mr.:e< a r^ir-.ccc ;c->:rT:jList,* -nrst shows indifference and e>tfl 
CT-.u:": :: i> ov-rusked with watchings and patrol dut}-; i« 
rr.^rariy th_ik> th-it in parading for the nation, one finds no time 
t."* went :cc octe's selL A h?w diys after this the manifesto of the 
Puke cf Frjr->w:ck -produces no sensation whatever. People 
bu*:h at :t- Oz'.y the newspapers and their readers are ^ili** 



.»•* .k. 



. . . The mass know nothing about iL Nobody 
fears the coalition ncr toreign troops."* — On the loth of August, 
o-tsivie the theatre of the combat, all b tranquil in Paris. Vto- 
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Jilt it»ik about and chat in the streets as usual." ' — On the iglh 
uf August, Mcwre, the Englishman,' sees, with astonishment, the 
hcoltns cTOwd filling the Champs Elysees, the various diversions, 
the air of 3 tihe, the countless small shops in which refreshnienis 
m H)Id accompanied with songs and music, and the quantities 
of pantomimes and marionettes. " Are these people as happy 
M ihej- seem to be ? " he asks of a Frenchman along with him. 
•They are »s jolly as gods!" "Do you think the Duke of 
Bnmiwick is ever in their heads ? " " Monsieur, you may be 
wn or this, that the Duke of Brunswick is the last man they 
iliink of." 

Such IS the unconcern and lukewarmness of the gross, egoistic 
aufiv otherwise busy, and always passive under any government 
ihalever it may be, a veritable flock of sheep, allowing gov- 
cnuocDI to do as it pleases, provided it does not hinder it from 
Uowsmg and capering as it chooses. — As to the men of sensi- 
iHJiiy who love their country, they are still less troublesome, for 
lltcy ate gone or going, often at the rate of a thousand and even 
Ito thousand a day, ten thousand in the last week of Juiy,^ 

>k>ka » R«u. XVl. «,& VIXKa{% ninahvc. ^Arnault, "Sauvoiin tfun Kingc- 
Hk' I )■>' |Ab CJ*-viOK*i BB Iht IQlli of Auguu I " Ttlc DuuacTC Ulcndcd bul lilUe 
'tmt ibi LimuKi. ud did luH crus Ihc Seine. Evcfyohcn die J finind ■ papu;ition u 
VKH tf HCliia^ httd bvppenni Iruidc Ibe cky ihe pn[de wamly nuniialed any i,ur- 

^tv^oiAaf tbeoccurmHK, IbevaniCBK m Si. Gernuin; il was aid that tiundhing 
*■ pBfltc tft Ml i^via, and the cvcninE ncwipapcr w&t impfUieoUy Ivukcd %ot id kuow wlul 
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XII. 461). »iuic dc Meilhjm a 



■•Did 



kW-1lH>|»|ile 



n> u d« Ihewe.' 't>id MoM tiUy t '— ■ A> tur myH 

n enaie 6m Veruillai,'— Oihen amUvidd ■ In deuils.— To onlinue- 
: ■ lAod tx whihi T ' ' [ vill play after tuppcr, which is juti leBdy.' Cannon 

L4«d.4e-Vint Itkey DuA be very li»d-' Supper it unites and Uiere an 
msliun The^ piif twrtOt tl ftmranU, and ohilc nalldng aboui waicbinf 
dMiimdi TkcydoHiaM ullung: 'Whala honid afliiiir while soscipak 
T «>J B a >uw lone of tukc like dnJc mikei two and ihey aU ka>c o> ro 
to you inaeuuble. Very wcIL: iheie it bat one tji them whd 
e ItiniE'a TeeL"' — On the t3d of June 1791. at the newt of the 
K Bob <k BmilorK ud the Chaoipi Qyiiea weie filled with 

■Al»fttd-i,a Anbua.-i—^ttOi. tX rmihcKnii 
r, Xilt. Ifa U>d)i >9) and ■;« Ijuly Ja). 
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d in the fca two ireelis of Sepiernber,' in all per- 
baps ttxtf tboasud mlunteen furnished by the capital alcnr. 
and olw. vkh tbeir feBows proportionate in number supplid b? 
tbc dcputmcBls, aie tbe sal%-ai)on of France. Through ihis 
depoitnre of the worthy, aoA this passivity of the flock, F>n> 
bdoogs to the ^natics among the populace- "The^ are dK 
Momt-eubttes," wrote the patriotic Palloy, "the dcbauchtowil 
rabble of Paris, and 1 glory in belonging to that class which htf 
\n\ dow-n the so-called honest folks." ' " Three thousand woit 
raeD," says the Gtrondist Soula^-ie, later, " made the RevcdutioP 
of the loth of August, against the kingdom of the FeuilUBts. 
the majority of the capital and against the Legislative Asc*<!* 
bly."* VS'orkmen, day laborers, and petty shop-keepers, witho* 
counting women, common vagabonds and regular bandits, fiiniii 
indeed, one-twentieth of the adult male population of the eity. 
about 9.000 spread over all sections of Paris, the only unests 
vote and act in the midst of universal stupor and indiffeieiiM.- 
We find in the Rue de Seine, for example, seven of lhP"i 
I^caille, keeper of a roasting-shop ; Philippe, "a catde-brecdSr 
who leads around con«unipiive stie-a.>«es," now president of tht 
section, and soon to become one of the Abbaye butchers; G»*" 
rard, "a Rouen waterman who has abandoned the navigational 
the Seine on a large scale and keeps a skiff, in which he fern'* 
people over the river from the Pont du Louvre to the Quii 
Mazarln," and four other characters of the same stamp, Enff- 
gy, however, on this side supplies the place of education anJw 
numbers. One day, Gu^rard, on passing M, Hua, the depulfi 
telb him in the way of a warning, "You big rascal, you "** 
lucky 10 have other people with you. If you had been alont. I 
would have capsi/ed my boat, and had the pleasure of drowni"! 
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i Willed aristoaat:" These are the "maiadors of ihe quar- 
Iti,"'— Their ignorance gives them no concern ; on the contrary, 
ihcy uke pride in coarseness and vulgarity. One of the ordinary 
ipKchmalcers of the faubourg Saint'Antoine, Gouchon, a designer 
ta cilicos, comes to the bar of the Assembly, '• in the name of 
tilt men of July 14 and August 10," to glorify the political reign 
ef bnitaJ incapacity ; according to him, it is more enhghlened 
thin that of the cultivated:' "those great geniuses who bear 
tile fine tilk of Constitutionalists are forced to do justice to men 
«ho nn-er studied the art of governing elsewhere than in the 
boi4 of nature. . . . Consulting customs and not princi- 
[ilo,th«e clever folks have been long occupied with the political 
biluicc of things; we have found it without looking for it in 
tfct heart of man. Obtain a government which will place the 
JWt above their feeble resources and the rich below their means, 
•nd the balance will be perfect." This is intelligible, and all 
Aat follows. Their avowed end is a complete levelling, not 
•lone of political rights, but, again, and especially, of conditions 
•»d fortunes; they promise themselves "absolute equality, real 
(^mlity," and, still belter, " the magistracy and all government 
powers,"' Fiance belongs to them, if ihey are bold enough to 
•tiie hold of it — And, on the other hand, should they miss their 
p^, they feel themselves lost, for the Brunswick manifesto, 
*tiich had made no impression on the public, remains deeply 
■■■pieued in their minds. They apply its threats to themselves, 
*Uc their imagination, as usual, has converted it into a positive 
fta:' the inhabitants of Paris are to be led out on the plain of 
£t Doits, and there decimated ; previous to this, the most noto- 
<>0n pAiriou will be selected, and then broken on the wheel, as 
•tB u forty or fifty market-women. Already, on the nth of 
J^ogut, a rumor is current that 800 men of the late royal guards 
•t ready to make a descent on Paris;* that very day the dwell- 
*g of lieaamarchais is ransacked for seven hours ; the walls are 
pnced. U>e privies sounded, and the garden dug down to the 



;iaud and the ipe^h urdcfti 
raton displayed France Id thi 




191 THE KEVOLL'TION: 

rock. The same search is repeated in the adjoining booM.' 
The *omen are especially "enraged « not finding uijlhiD^* 
and wish to renew the attempt, swearing that they viU dtsons 
where things are hidden in ten minutes. The " coinage of ik 
brain" is evidently too much Tor these unballasted minds; cb 
head swims at this chance-formed royalty ; a lofty sclf-ccocel 
and extravagant desires coupled with deep-seated, silcnt (ar 
form in them that morbid, mischievous compound, which, a 
democracy as well as in a monarchy, fashions a Nero." 

More infatuated, more despotic, more alarmed, their laden 
have no scruples to restrain them, for the most noted among ihtB 
are men of tarnished reputations, and just those who hurry alai| 
others or act by themselves. Of the three chiefs of the cU 
municipality. Potion, the mayor, really deposed, but >-er1»Df 
respected, is set aside and viewed in the same light as a piece (^ 
old furniture. As to the other two, who remain active and il 
otRce, Manuel,' the syntlic-altomey, son of a porter, a I«^ 
talking, talentless bohemian, stole (he private correspondeDoe d 
Mirabeau from a public depository, falsified it. and sold it forl» 
own benefit, Danton,* Manuel's deputy, faithless in lira nfit 

phM ID^eihcr lonw enterpTue. tD vhich ii «ddcd H fnthKncd, inCituAtql CfD»^ *tlift 
■The wnnla of HcfMKi appliEd by RmlcrRIa ihe denvKracy ot 1791: " In dnmmbi 

'I.ucuiIeM<>niigiiy. -MinKiiTadcMInibuii,''!!. i)i>nd bllowinc |u(«— TWi- 
lBCCaffiK«dbr Muiuct tD hkeditua {of Uif^bvau't Lettcn) u ■ nuitCTpiox trf H^Mivatd 
impmiiKnec.— Pettier. "Histoindu ioAdAc," J[. »s.— Manuel "aaxaaial nkekibi 
at MoDtargb udbawkolabiniiDtemKtncu in iIm upper usnei of f^irii KcKMbNi 
Minbeiu'i feuen in the dnansoT the public depanineni uid uU them (ot i,av>(mB 
llaiimofiy of lloquilLan, ^■ffr-fA-^/oLrK 

4 Lofayettet " MCmntrgi." I. 467, 171, "The queen had y).ooa cravfu pni lua Di^b 
handiDihon time befoRiheKleiiibledayi."— "Hiecuun hiHl ttanian uadcr ^mfimf 
yen™, empluying him u 1 ipr on Ibe jKobiet.'"— " ContijKioitance dc Mil ibua • * 
CoiBU da la Muck." 111. «a. (IJiUcr riam Minbeau. March id. 1791.) "DuMmka 
jwlerday 30,000 livna'—Oibo teMimony, BtruiuKlA: Molleville. I. jm; 11. iM. B«« 
IV. xffy Miol de Mclito, " Mfmotra," I- 40, 49. Uiot ivu preteni at ihc e«i 
wluch (00k place belween I>anlon, LegOHJTC elc. al the labLe c^ Dcdoreei. Win 
ciiQ Afiain. " iiantun cnidc do conceoltnent of hii love of pliaiure mmA inoBey. ai 

Danlon in tpeakioE of hii talenii ai a public nan : but he kiudlr CMUimd tua 
ti joined him in any of hii odloui •pcculilinns. "— Tt 
:d by Robiuet and Bouftean in Iheiv anicio mi DantDn 
much Kpace. The irtlporlant pfrtuti are V TuUiTlrt: 1 
dl in March. i7S7.1oie> about m.oDaftaiioi 00 IhcBlei^kBH* 
riaee-iainttact, dated June. i;B7. be admiu ii,cns fiwtca pMnawsy >• Irf 
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Tecciyes the King's money, lo prevent the riot, and makes use of 
it lo urge it on. — Varlet, "that extraordinary speech-maker, let! 
such a foul and prodigal life as to bring his mother in sorrow to 
the grave; afterwards he spent what was left, and soon had 
nothing."' Others were not only false to their honor but to 
common honesly. Carra, wiih a seat in the secret Directory of 
the Federates, and who drew up the plan of the insurrection, 
had been condemned by the Mdcon tribunals to two years' im- 
prisonment for theft and burglary.' Westermano, who led the 
attacking column, had stolen a silver dish, with a coat of arms 
on it, of Jean Creux, keeper of a restaurant, Rue des Poules, 
and was twice sent away from Paris for swindling.^ Panis, chief 
of the Committee of Supervision,' was turned out of the Treas- 
ury Department, where his uncle was a sub-cashier, in 1774, for 
robbery. His colleague, Sergent, appropriates to himself "three 
gold watches, an agate ring, and other jewels," left with him on 
deposit.' "Breaking seals, false charges, breaches of trust,' 

polnki^ LuRIellc Hw him in ihc riou of 17SB. 4. He Icfiat hudatfa about Es.oid ftano 

undo' third partica, who kepi ihem after hit italh. (De Mand, "Typn Rdiolulioniiairci," 

te luvG b«o DiuitDQ'i attumcd namer) — See on ihu qiteEdoo, "Avdcaib bujc conicik du 
Roi," tiy EniU Bo>, pp. j<]-5». AccardiDf Lo icctninn pttived by M, Boi, Li foUowi ihat 
DuUH, u ihc eod of 1791. wu in debt u ihe ainaiinlar i^.aaa frucii Ihii ii the hole 
■topped by (he coun. On Ihe olhet ude. Dnnlon bcfoic ihe Reinlutian itgni himicif Dan- 

I ih( peully of Ihe gaUeyi.— The d«ble-bceil inlidelil]> in quedion muiI have been (cequenl. 
1w iheir iBideni were uiylhing eke but leniidve- On the ylh of Augiut Madame Qizatnh 
Idb M. dc MonuniRin thai the iniuneciioa would not talie ptace ; thu Piiian and Sutem: 

in vong ihe krng't money agaiut Ihe king, ihougfai be wu acting patTiodoUly. Money vk 
at the Irfitlofn nC every not. \a pay for drink and (o lumulaie luboFdinale agenti. 

I Buchei a Rom, XXVIII. 91, Letter of Godol to Rolavd. Ooreber, 1791, ac:c^ordinE 10 m 
■uiun by enc nr Ihe teachen in Ihe oBtgw ifffaranrl. in < 
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embezzlements, are Taniiliar transactions. In their hands pilsof 
silver plate and 1,100,000 Cranes in gold are to disappeu.' 
Among the members of the new Commune, Hugnenin, the pm- 
iilent, a clerk at the barriers, is a shameless peculator.* Roa- 
gnol, a journeyman jeweller, implicated in an assassination, ii 
this moment subject to judicial prosecution.^ Hubert, a joumil- 
istic mine of filth, formerly checlt-laker in a theatre, is turned 
away from the Varierifa for larceny.' Among men of action, 
Foumier, ihe American, Lazowski, and Maiilard are not only 
murderers, but likewise robbers,' while, by their side, arises ihe 
future general of the Paris National Guard, Hcnriot, ai fira t 
domestic in the family of an attorney who turned him off (b( 
Iheft, then a tax-clerk, again turned adrift for theft, and, firully, 
a police spy, and still incarcerated in the Bic^tre prison for anoiba 
theft, and, at last, a battalion officer, and one of the SepIembeT 
executioners.' — The monster maniacs emerge from lheirdeni« 
the same time with the rogues and bandits. De Sades.' »ho 
lived the life of "Justine" before he wrote it, and whom tin 
Revolution delivered from the Bastille, is secretary of the seffiO" 
of the Place Vendflme. Marat, the homicidal nionomuiK 
constitutes himself, after ihc 23d of August, head journalist it 
the H6lel-de-ville, political councillor and confessor of ihcne* 
Commune, while his favorite plan, which he has preached I* 
three years, is now reduced to a wholesale butchery, withoi* 
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cither words or delay, " Give me," said he to Barbarous,' " twc 
hundred Neapolitans armed with daggers, and with only a hand- 
kerchief on their left arms for a buckler, and I will overrun 
France and ensure the Revolution." According to him it is 
necessary to put 260,000 men out of the way "on humane 
grounds," for, unless this is done, there is no safety for the rest. 
"The National Assembly may still save France; let it decree 
that all aristocrats shall wear a blue ribbon, and the moment 
that three of ihem are seen in company, let them be hung." — 
Another way would be " to lay in wait in dark streets and at 
comers for the royalists and Feuillants, and cut their throats. 
^ould ten patriots chance to be killed among a hundred men, 
vrhat docs it matter ? It is only ninety for ten, which prevents 
mistakes. Fall upon those who own carriages, employ valets, 
wear silk coats, or go to the theatres. You may be sure that 
they arc aristocrats." The Jacobin commonalty have certainly 
found the staff that suits ihem. Both can comprehend each 
other without difficulty. In order that this spontaneous massacre 
may become an administrative measure, the Neros of the gutter 
have but to await the word of command from the Neros of the 
H6tel-de-ville. 




CHAPTER rx. 

t. Mob rule in times of anarchy. — Case of anawhy tcccnlly and luAJcil; 
^rought an. — The band ihst succeeds the Tallen government uid IkuIwd 
islralive 100I&. — II. Progress a( the homicidal idea in Ihc mats of the fttj 
—The morning after August 10.— The tribunal of Augasl 17.— Thehinnei' 
ftleof August 17. — The prison plot. — III, Rise of the homicidal idtauuq 
(he leaders. — Their siluation. — The powers Ihcy usurp. — Their ipolialio» 
— The risks Ihey run — Tenor their salvation.— IV. Date of ibedHeraM 
tion of this. — The acton and Iheit par(s. — Marat. — Danlon. — The <>■■ 
mune. — Its co^perators. — Harmony of dispositions and readiness of 
lion. — V. Common workmen. — Their numbers. — Their condition. — 'TVw 
sentiments. — Effect of murder on the murderers. — Their degradation.—' 
insensibility. — VI. Effect of the massacre on the public — General dejt 
uid the dissolution of aoclely. — The ascendency of the Jicobiut utUMd > 
Paris. >~Thc men of September upheld in tlic Commune and elected 

I. 

The worst feature of anarchy is not so much the absence of 
the overthrown government as the rise of new govemmenis of la 
inferior grade. Every fallen Stale produces bands which coo- 
quer and which are sovereign; it was so in Gaul on the (allo/llx 
Roman empire, also under the latest of Char! etna gne's si 
ors 1 the same state of things exists now in Roumelia and » 
Mexico. Adventurere, malefactors, men In bad repute, socttl 
outcasts, men overwhelmed with debts and lost to honor, vigi- 
bonds, deserters, dissolute troopers — born enemies of work, of (i)l>- 
ordination, and of the law — form leagues for breaking dawn tk 
wonn-eaien barriers which still surround the sheep-like n 
and as they are unscrupulous, they slaughter on all occwii*^ 
On this foundation their authority rests; each in turn rriguiB 
its own canton, and their government, in keeping with its 
masters, consists in robbery and murder ; DOthing else CU 1* 
looked for (torn barbarians and brigands. 
1,6 
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Bui never are they so dangerous as when, in a great State 
recently fallen, a sudden revolution places the central power in 
their hands ; for they then regard themselves as the legitimate 
inheritors of the shattered government, and, under this title, they 
undertake to manage the commonwealth. Now in times of an- 
archy the ruling power does not proceed from above, but from 
below; and the chiefs, therefore, who would remain such, are 
obliged to follow the blind impulsion of their flock.' Hence the 
important and dominant personage, the one whose ideas prevail, 
the veritable successor of Richelieu and of Louis XIV., is here 
the subordinate Jacobin, the pillar of the club, the maker of 
motions, the street rioter, Panis, Sergent, Hubert, Varlet, Henrioi, 
Maillard, Foumier, Lazowski, or, still lower in the scale, the 
Marseilles "rough," the faubourg cannoneer, the drinking market- 
porter who elaborates his political conceptions in the interval be- 
tween his hiccoughs.' — For information he has the rumors cir- 
culating in the streets which assign a traitor to each domicile, 
and for other aci^uisitions the club bombast, through which he 
becomes the leader of the great machine. This machine so 
vast, so complex, such a compleie whole of entangled services 
ramifying in innumerable offices, with so much apparatus of spe- 
cial import, so delicate as to require constant adaptation to 
changing circumstances, diplomacy, iinaTices, justice, army admin- 
istration — all this transcends his limited comprehension ; a bottle 
cannot be made to contain the bulk of a hogshead.^ In his 

■ Thktry, wn of Clovu. uavniling lo take pan in on cxpedibon of his brorhen jnlo fiLir- 
fundy, wu told by hi< moi : " If thoti wl unwillins (a nuich inio Bureundy with ihy 
brolhin. wc will love ihrc mid (bilow Uim in Ihy place. '*~-CkilBire, aooiher of liii loni, dit- 
t'vcd to nuke pace widi the Suioiu, " ihe luitiry Francs nuh upon hiiD, revile him, and 
Ulltatea lo kill him if he declines to accconpiuiy them. Upon which he puis himiclf Ht their 






d DTthographiciUy- — Crai 



■tOch^ A la court SU1 Eijuris; quille 1 



d taken pan in Ihc pillage nf il 
'nisiani than ilucn. Thiox ii 



THE REVOLUTIOS'. VXit. rs: 

narrow brain, perverteti and turned topsy-turvy by the dis- 
proportionaie notions put into it, only one idea suited to hb 
gross instincts and aptitudes 6nds a place there, and that is [ht 
desire to kill his enemies ; and these are also the Stale's cnemiK. 
however open or concealed, present or future, probable or tvfll 
possible. He carries this savagery and bewilderment into poliiio, 
and hence the evil arising from his usurpation. Simply a bri- 
gand, he would have murdered only to rob, a.nd his murdcn 
would have been restricted. As representing the State, he under- 
takes wholesale massacres, of which he has the means ready it 
hand. — For he has not yet had time enough lo lake apatl ihs 
old administrative implements j at all events the minor wheels, 
gendarmes, jailers, employees, book-keepers, and accountants. »re 
always in their places and under control. There can be no resat- 
aoce on the part of those arrested ; accustomed to the protetuon 
of the laws and to peaceable ways and times, they have never 
relied on defending themselves nor ever could imagine thalMjr 
one could be so summarily slain. As to the mass, reodewi 
incapable of any effort of its own by ancient central isatioo, it 
remains inert and passive and lets things go their own *ay.— 
Hence, during many long, successive days, without being hutrirf 
or impeded, with ofhcial papers quite correct and accounts is 
perfect order, a massacre can be carried out the same is ll* 
building of a sewer, with the same impunity and as methodiciUf 
as cleaning the streets or dubbing stray dogs. 



II. 
Let us trace the progress of the homicidal idea \n the ma 
the party. It lies at the very bottom of the revoluiionary oetd. 
Collot d'Herbois two months after this apdy sa}'5 in the Jacobil 
tribunal : " The second of September is the great article in d* 
^«(/tf of our freedom."' It is peculiar to the Jacobin toconudK 
himself as a legitimate sovereign and to treat his adversaries dOI 
as belligerents, but as criminals. They arc guilty of l}se-itatiM, 
they are outlaws, (it to be killed at all times and places, uid i 
serving cKlinction even when no longer able or in a condition 
do any harm. — Consequently, on the loth of August tbeSw 
Guards who do not fire a gun and who surrender, the wound 
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lying on the ground, their surgeons, the palace domestics, are 
kiUed; and, worec still, persons like M. de Clermont-Tonnerre, 
who pass quietly along the street. All this is now called in official 
phraieology the justice of the people. — On the nth the Swiss 
Guards, collected in the Feuillanls building, come near being mas- 
«>crcd ; the populace on the outside of it demand their heads ; ' 
"it conceives the project of visiting all the prisons in Paris lo take 
oul the prisoners and administer prompt justice on them." — On 
the lath in the markets' "divers groups of the low class call P6- 
lioa a scoundrel," because " he saved the Swiss in the Palais Bour- 
bon " ; accordingly, " he and the Swiss must be hung lo-day." — 
In these minds turned topsy-turvy the actual, palpable truth gives 
way to its opposite; "the attack was not begun by them, the 
erder lo sound the tocsin came from the palace; it is the palace 
whuJi is laying siege to the nation, and not the nation which is 
besieging the palace." * The vanquished " are the a-ssassins of 
Ac people," caught in the act; and on the 14th of August the 
Federates demand a court-martial " to avenge the death of their 
comrades."* And even a court-martial will not answer: " It is 
not sufficient to mete out punishment for crimes committed on 
■lie loth of August, but the vengeance of the people must be 
extended to all conspirators;" to that " Lafayette who probably 
»aa not tn Vari^, but who may have been there ;" to all the minis- 
las, generals, judges, and other officials guilty of maintaining 
l^al order wherever it had been maintained, and of not having 
Kcogaiscd the Jacobin government before it came into being. 
Let ihem be brought before, not the ordinary courts, which are 
Dot to be trusted because they belong to the defunct regime, but 
bdore a specially organised tribunal, a sort of "chambre ardente"* 
dccird by the sections, that is to say, by a Jacobin minority. 
These impoverished judges must give judgmer 
«i(hoiit appeal; there must be no prelimir 
iBlcTval of time between arrest and execution, no dilatory a 
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proteciive rormalities. And above all, ihe Assembly ni 
expeditious in passing the decree; "otherwise," it is Inforc:'. . 
a delegate from the Commune, "the tocsin will be lunj; i' 
night and the general alarm sounded ) for the people atL- r::< 
waiting to be avenged. l.ook out lest they do ihcmsili 
tice!"' — A moment more, new threats and at a shone; u.;:. 
" If the juries are not ready to act in two or three houn . . . 
great misfortunes will overtake Paris." 

In vain the new tribunal, instantly installed, hastens its nwl 
and guillotines three innocent persons in five days ; it does n« 
move fast enough. On the 13d of August one of the scctiom 
declares to (he Commune in furious language that the pcopl< 
themselves, " wearied and indignant " with so many del»j». 
mean to force open the prisons and massacre the mmates.'— S« 
only do they harass the judges, but they force the accused inW 
their presence. A deputation from the Commune and the Fc^ 
«rates summotis the Assembly " to transfer the criminals at Of- 
leans to Paris to undergo the penalty of their heinous cnmcv' 
" otherwise," says the orator, " we will not answer for the ven- 
geancc of the people." ' Ami in a still more imperative manoetT 
" You have heard and you know that insurrection is a stcr«d 
duty," a sacred duty towards and against all: against the AsMm- 
biy if it refuses, and against the tribunal if it acquits. They dash 
at their prey athwart all legislative and judicial formalities, like > 
kite across the web of a spider, while nothing diverts them 6o« 
their fixed conceptions. On the acquittal of M. Luce de MoM- 
morin' the brutal audience, mistaking him for his cousin the 
former minister of Louis XVI., break out in munnuriags. The 
president tries to enforce silence, which increases the uproar, aod 
M. de Montmorin is in danger. On this the president, discover^ 
ing a side issue, announces that one of the jurors is related to the 
accused, and that in such a case a new jury must be impanelled 
and a new trial take place; that the matter will be enquired iDt4| 
and meanwhile the prisoner will be returned to die Conciergeri 
Thereupon he takes M. de Montmorin by the arm and leads hi 
out of the court-room, amidst the yells of the audience and n 
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It peril lo himself; in the outside court one of the National 
i strikes at him with a sabre, and the following day the 
court is oiiligcd to authorise eight delegates Trom the audience to 
go and see with their own eyes that M. de Montmorin is safe un- 
der lock and key. 

At (he moment of his acquittal a tragic exclamation is heard : 
" Yon discharge him to-day and in two weeks he will cut our 
throats ! " Fear is evidentiy an adjunct of hatred. The Jacobin 
nibble is vaguely conscious of its inferior numbers, of its usurpa- 
tion, of its danger, which increases in proportion as Brunswick 
draws near. It feels itself encamped over a mine, and if the mine 
should explode ! — Since its adversaries are scoundrels ihey are 
capable of a sudden blow, of a plot, of a massacre ; never itself 
having done anything else, it conceives no other idea; and, 
through an inevitable transposition of thought, it imputes to 
them the murderous intentions obscurely wrought out in the 
dark recesses of its own disturbed brain. — On the 27ih of Au- 
gust, after the funeral procession gotten up by Sergent expressly 
to excite popular resentment, its sus]>icions, at once direct and 
pointed, begin to take the form of certainty. Ten "commemo- 
rative " banners,' each borne by a volunteer on horseback, have 
paraded before all eyes the long list of massacres " by the court 
and itsagents"; the massacre at Nancy, the massacre at Nismes, 
the massacre at Montauban, the massacre at Avignon, the mas- 
sacre at La Chapelle, the massacre at Carpentras, the massacre 
of the Champ de Mars, etc. Hesitation, in the face of such pro- 
cessions, is out of the question ; henceforth, to women in the gal- 
leries, to the frequenters of the clubs, and to pikemen in the sub- 
urbs it is proved beyond any doubt that aristocrats are old 
offenders. 

And on the other side there is another sign equally alarming. 
"This lugubrious ceremony, which ought to inspire by [urns both 
reflection and indignation, . . , did not generally produce that 
effect." The National Guard in uniform, who come " apparently 
to compensate t^emselves for not appearing on the day of action." 
did not comport hemselves with civic propriety, but, on the con- 
trary, put on "an air of dissipation and even of noisy gaiety"; 
they come out of curiosity, like so many Parisian cockneys, and 
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are much more numerous Ihan the sans-ciiUttes with their jtika' 
The Utter can count themselves and plainly see that they ire 
in a minority, and a very small one, and that their rage finds no 
echo ; none but supernumeraries and the contrivers of the fee 
»re there to hasten sentences and call for death -penalties. A for- 
eigner, a good observer, who questions the shop-keepers of whom 
he makes purchases, the tradesmen he knows, and the compai)]' 
he finds in the coffee-houses, writes that he never had " seen My 
symptom of a sanguinary disposition except in the galleries of the 
National Assembly and at the Jacobin Club." Now the galler- 
ies are full of paid " applauders," especially " females, who «e 
more noisy and to be had cheaper than males "; at the JjcoImi 
Club are "the leaders, who dread what may be divulged agWMt 
ihem or who have private hatreds to gratify";* thus the only 
infuriates are the leaders and the populace of the suburbs.— L(^ 
in the crowd of this vast city, in the face of a National Ciatd 
still armed and three times their own number, confronting *B 
indifferent or discontented bourgeoisie, the patriots are aknnoi 
In this state of anxiety a feverish imagination, exasperated bj 
delays, involuntarily gives birth to fancies passionately accepirf 
as truths, while an incident now occurs which sufhces to compl'" 
the story, the germ of which has grown in their minds wii 
their knowing it, 

On the ist of September a poor waggoner, Jean Julien,' 
demned to chains for twelve year; with exposure in the piUoiy, 
becomes furious after a couple of hours of this latter penalty, 
probably on account of the jeers of the by-standers ; with ihe 
usual coarseness of people of his stamp he vents his impotent 
rage by ridding himself of his clothes and exposing his person, ai 
naturally uses insulting language to the people who look nt him] 
" Hurrah for the King ! Hurrah for the Queen ! Hurrah for La- 
fayette! Let the nation go to the devil!" It is also natural 
that he should be nearly cut to pieces. He is at once ted away 
to the Conciergerie, where he is at once condemned, and goiU* 



■"Ltt Rfniuiiau di Pari>."/i^.. "Amiiuba of lAiu-mlMtr wm ihoc vnk • 
pOici : bill ihae were Urpfy etttHimitrtil br tht nulliludc a{ uBifanH t< ilic ■ ■ ' r ' 
latiOEU-" Moon, Aug, 31: "AEpf<eKni the inhabianis of ihc bubourp S*wi.AMdiH 
Saint-Mvoau ur all that is feh oT ihe »veni^ pcopl* "> I^iifl-" 

■ MvtuBB-TemaUK, lllr 471, Indjctcncnt agMim Jgn-Ju BfO .^ll llftlllfic w IL I 



OWf. IX. THE JACOBIN CONQUEST. aoj 

tilled as soon as possible, for being a promoter of sedition in 
CDCUKCtion with the conspiracy of August the lath. — The con- 
piracy, accordingly, is still in existence. It is so declared by the 
tlibunal, which makes bo declaration without evidence. Jean 
Julim has certainly confessed ; now what has he revealed ? — On 
fee ftrilowing day, like a crop of poisonous mushrooms, the growth 
of & single night, the story obtains general credence. "Jean 
Jttlten has declared that all the prisons in Paris thought as he 
did, that there would soon be fine times, that the prisoners were 
umed, and that as soon as the volunteers cleared out they would 
bt let loose on all Paris."* The streets are full of anxious coun- 
Uuoces. " One says that Verdun had been betrayed like 
l«i|wy. Others shook their heads and said it was the traitors 
tilhin Paiis and not the declared enemies on the frontier that 
■oe to be feared."' On the following day the story grows: 
'Tbere are royalist officers and soldiers hidden away in Paris and 
in the outskirts. They are going to open the prisons, arm the 
pnKmers, set the King and his family free, put the patriots in 
htii to death, also the wives and children of those in the army. 
... It is natural for men to secure their wives and children 
rticn they are going to be separated from them, and to use the 
iDosi efficient means of preventing their being opposed to the 
UMism's dagger."' The popular conflagration is lighted, and 
•11 that remains for those who kindled the flame is to mark out 
Uie path for it. 

III. 
It is a long rime since they applied the bellows to it. Already, 
on the I tth of August, the new Commune had announced in a 
indamation * that "the guilty should perish on the scaffold," 
llide its threatening deputations force the National Assembly 
vno the immediate institution of a bloody tribunal. Carried into 
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power by bniul force, it roust perish if it does not maiDuin 
itself^ and this can be done only through terror. — Considei for 
one moment, indeed, this singular situation- Installed in the 
Hfitel-dc-villc by a boid nocturnal enterprise, about one hundrtd 
unknown individuals, delegated by a party which thinks oi axm 
itself to be the peoples' delegates, overthrow one of the l«o 
great ]>owers of the State, mangle and enslave the other, and 
now rule in a capital of 700,000 souls, by the grace of eighlor 
ten thousand fanatics and cut-throats. Never did change so sud- 
den take men Irom so low a point and raise them so high t Vat 
basest of newspaper scribblers, penny-a-liners out of the gutien, 
bar-Toom oracles, unfrocked monks and priests, the refuse of i^e 
literary guild, of the bar, and of the clergy, carpenters, luncis 
grocers, locksmiths, shoemakers, common laborers, many "il*" 
no profession at all,' strolling polidcians, and public brawlov 
who, like the sellers of counterfeit wares, have speculated Ibtllw 
past three years on popular credulity; among them a numbeirf 
men in bad repute, of doubtful honesty or of proven dishoneay, 
roving about the world in their youth and still besmirched wiih 
old siime, put outside the pale of u.seful labor by iheir victs> 
driven out of inferior stadons even into prohibited occupations 
bruised by the perilous leap, with consciences distorted like the 
muscles of a tight-rope dancer, and who, were it not for the Re*" 
olution, would still grovel in their native filth, awaiting Bic6K> 
or the bagnios to which they were destined — can one inugiM 
the growing intoxication of these as they drink deep draughts fiom 
the bottomless cup of absolute power ? — For it is absolute powet 
which they demand and which they exercise.* Raised by t 
special delegation above the regular authorities, they put up with 
these only as subordinates, and tolerate none among them who 
may become their rivals. Consequently, they reduce the Legis- 
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tttivc body simply to the function of editor and herald of 
their decrees ; ihey have forced the new department electors to 
"itqurc their title," to confine themselves to taic assessments, 
while they lay their ignorant hands daily on every other service, 
on the finances, the array, supplies, the administration, justice, at 
the ri^ of breaking the admbistrative wheels or of interrupting 
Ihfii action. 

One day they summon the Minister of War before them, or, 
Ik lack of one, his chief clerk ; another day they keep the whole 
body of officials in his department in arrest for two hours, under 
ihe pnciexl of finding a suspected printer.' At one time they 
7^7, seals on the funds devoted to cxiraordinary expenses ; at 
inoiher lime they do away with the commission on supplies ; at 
Mother ihey meddle with the course of justice, either to aggra- 
nie proceedings or to impede the execution of sentences ren- 
ifcffil' There is no principle, no law, no regulation, no verdict, 
no public man or establishment that is not subject to the risk of 
iheir arbitrament — .And, as ihey have laid hands on power, they 
do ihe same with money. Not only do they extort from the 
Anrmbly 850,000 francs a month, with arrears from the ist of 
Juiuary, 1791, mote than six millions in all, to defray Ihe ex- 
pmits of their military police, which means to pay their bands,^ 
W again, "invested with the municipal scarf," they seize, " in 
Ihe public editic«s belonging to the nation, all fumicure, and 
•hitevcr is of most value." " In one building alone, they carry 
off 10 the value of 100,000 crowns."* Elsewhere, in the hands 
of the treasurer of the civil list, they appropriate to themselves 
1 bos of jewels, other precious objects, and 340,000 francs,* 
Their commissioners bring in from Chantilly three three-horse 
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vdndes "loaded with tbe spoils of M. de Condi," and th^ ne- 
detUke "mnoTing the contents of the houses of the fmgrh'^ 
Thej confiscate in the churches of Paris "the cnicilixcs, music- 
■lands, beUs, railings, and every object in bronze or of inn, 
cfaandelieTS, cups, vases, reliquaries, statues, every article of 
plate," as wdl "on the altais as in the sacristies," * and we caa 
imagtiK the enormous booty obtained; to cart away the iilw 
plate bdonging to the single church of Madeleine-de-la-tiilc 
re qu ired a vehicle drawn by four horses. — Now they use all thii 
money, so freely seized, as freely as they do power itsdl 
One fills his pockets in the Tuileries without the slightest ton- 
cem; another, in the Garde-Meuble, rummages secretaries, ind 
carries off a wardrobe with its contents,' We have already ton 
that in the depositories of the Commune " most of the seals arc 
^^ broken," that enormoua sums in plalc, in jewels, in gsAA ami 

^^L silver coin have disappeared. Future inquests and accouDts wiD 

^^1 charge on the Committee of Supervision, " abstractions, dil^*- 

^^^^^^^ dations, and embezzlements," in short, "a mass of violations and 
^^^^^^^ breaches of trust." — When one is king, one easily mistakes d» 
^^^^^^H money-drawer of the State for the drawer in which one kett' 
^^^^^^f his own money. 

^^^^^^^ Unfortunately, this full possession of public power and o( ill* 

^^H public funds holds only by a slender thread. Let the evicted 

^^1 and outraged majority dare, as subsequently at Lyons, Mu- 

^^H seilles, and Toulon, to return to the section assemblies and i^ 

^^1 voke the false mandate which they have arrogated to themseWa 

^^1 through fraud and force, and, on the instant, they again become, 

^^H through the sovereign will of the people, and by virtue of thdt 

^^H own creed, what they really are, usurpers, extortioners, and rol^ 

^^H bers; there is no middle course for them between a dictalorsh^, 

^^B and the galleys. — The mind, before such an alternative, unleff i 

^^V extraordinarily well-balanced, loses its equilibrium ; they have 00 

^^1 diRiculty in deluding themselves with the idea thai the State if 

^H menaced in their persons, and, in postulating the rule, thu all u 
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lUowaUe for them, even massacre. Has not Bazire stated in 
dte tribune that, against the enemies of the nation, " all means 
ire fair and justifiable ? " Has not another deputy, Jean Debry, 
proposed the formation of a body of 1,200 volunteers, who "will 
aaiftcc themselves," as formerly the assassins of the Old Man 
of the Mountains, in "attacking tyrants, hand to hand, individu- 
iJljr," as well as generals?' Have wc not seen MerUn de 
nionville insisting that " the wives and children of the imigrh 
■hould be kept as hostages," and declared responsible, or, in 
who words, ready for slaughter if their relatives continue their 
macks?* 

This is all that can be done, for other measures have not 
pwvod sufficient. — In vain has the Commune decreed the arrest 
of journalists belonging to the opposite parly, and distributed 
llieir presses amongst patriotic printers.' In vain has it declared 
Iht menibci^ of the Sainte-Chapelle club, the National Guards 
■ho have sworn allegiance to Lafayette, the signers of the peti- 
tion of 8,000. and of that of 20,000, disqualified for any service 
'bterer.* In vain has it multiplied domiciliary visits, even to 
111* residence and carriages of the Venetian ambassador. In 
>»iD, through insulting and repeated examinations, does it keep 
>t ill tiar, under the hootings and death-cries of its tribunes, the 
RMM honorable and most illustrious men, Lavoisier, Dupont de 
.Vemours, the eminent surgeon Desaull, the most harmless and 
nost refined ladies, Madame de Tourzel, Mademoiselle de Tour- 
id, and the Princesse de Lamballe.* In vain, after a profusion 
of aiTCSts during twenty days, it envelopes all Paris in one cast 
of itt net for a nocturnal search : * the barriers closed and doubly 
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it summons to its own bar the signers of the warrant, and orders 
them to confine themselves in future to the exact limits of the 
law which they transgress. Betler still, it dissolves the inierloii- 
ing Council, and substitules for it ninety-six delegates, to be 
elected by the sections in twenty-four hours. And, even stit! 
belter, it orders a return within two days of all the objects it has 
seized, and to bring all gold or silver articles to the Treasur)-. 
Quashed, and summoned to dbgorge their booty, the autocrats 
of the H6tel-de-ville come in vain to the Assembly in force on 
the following day ' to extort from it a repeal of its decrees; the 
Assembly, in spite of their threats and those of their satellites, 
maintains its ground, — So much the worse for the stubborn ; if 
they are not disposed lo regard the flash of the sabre, they will 
feel its sharp edge and point. The Commune, on the motion of 
Manuel, decides that, so long as public danger continues, they 
will stay where they are ; it adopts an address by Robespierre to 
"restore sovereign power to the people," which means to fill the 
Streets with armed bands;* il collects together its brigands by 
giving them the ownership of all that they stole on the loth of 
August.* The session, prolonged into the night, docs not icr- 
minale until one o'clock in the morning. Sunday has come and 
there is no time to lose, for, in a few hours, the sections, by virtue 
of the decree of the National Assembly, and following the 
example of the Temple section the evening before, may revoke 
the pretended representatives at the H 6lel-de-ville. To remain 
at the H6tcl-de-ville, and to be elected to the convention, de- 
mands on the part of the leaders some striking action, and this 
tliey require that very day. — ^That day is the the second of Sep- 
tember, 
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arranged in their minds a plan of the massacre, and each OU, 
lutle by little, spontaneously, according to his aptitudes, lata 
the part that suits him or is assigned to hitn. 

Marat, foremost among them all, is the proposer and prejchw 
of the operation, which, for him, is a perfectly natural on^ It 
is an abridgment of his political system : a dictator or tiibunf, 
with full power to slay, and with no other power but that, a good 
master executioner, responsible, and "tied hand and foot"; thit 
's his programme for a government since July the 14th, i7$9t 
:ind he does not blush at it : " so much the worse for those who 
are not on a level with it ! " ' He appreciated the characia of 
the Revolution from the first, not through genius, but sympi- 
ihetically, being of as contracted a nature and as monstrous as 
it, for three years craiy with suspicion, and laboring under 
« homicidal mania, reduced to one single idea through mentil 
impoverishment, that of murder, reasoning in its most '^p^ 
•shape entirely gone, the poorest of journalists, except for dt 
praved males and females, so monotonous in his conCinuco 
paroxysm' as to make the reading of his paper like listening l" 
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hoarse cries from the cells of a madhouse. From the 19th of 
August he excites people to attack the prisons. "The wisest and 
liest course to pursue," he says, " is to go armed to the Abbaye, 
drag out the traitors, especially the Swiss officers and their 
accomplices, and put them to the sword. What folly it is to 
give thera a trial I That is already done. — You have massacred 
the soldiers, why should you spare the officers, ten times guiltier ? " 
— Also, two days later, his brain teeming with an executioner's 
fancies, insisting that "the soldiers deserved a thousand deaths. 
. ■ , As to the officers, they should be drawn and quartered, 
like Louis Capet and his tools, in the Manege"^ — On the 
strength of this the Commune adopts him as its official editor, 
assigns him a tribune in its assembly room, entrusts him to 
report its acts, and soon puts him on its committee of supervis- 
ion and execution. 

A fanatic of this stamp, however, is good for nothing but as 
a mouthpiece or instigator; he may at best figure in the end 
among the subordinate managers. The chief of the enterprise ' 
is of another species, and of another stature, Danton, a veritable 
leader of men. Through his piiat and his actual positioti, through 
his popular cynicism, ways, and language, through his capacity 
for taking the initiative and for command, through the excessive 
\igor of his physical and mental stmcture, through the physical 
mastery of others, proceeding from his ardent, absorbing will, he 
is well calculated beforehand for his terrible office. He alone, 
in the Commune and among the ministers, is able to give an on- 
ward movement, and of harmonising action in the |iell-mell of 
the revolutionary chaos, and now, in the councils of the ministry, 
as formeriy at the H6lel-de-vi]le, he is the chief ruler. In the 
constant uproar of incoherent discussions,' athwart " propositions 
ex abnipto, shouts, imprecations, the going and coming of ques- 
tioning petitioners," he is seen mastering his new colleagues with 
his "stentorian voice, his gestures of an athlete, his fearful 
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threats," taking upon himself their duties, dictating to ihera wh»l 
and whom he chooses, "fetching in commissions already dnn 
up," taking charge of everything, "making propositions, arrests, 
and proclamations, issuing brevets," and, drawing millions out 
of the public treasury, casting a sop to his dogs in the Cordeliai 
and the Commune, "to one 20,000 francs, and to anoihn 
10.000," "for the Revolution, and on account of their pitriot- 
ism," — such is his ample catalogue. Thus gorged, the pack of 
hungry " brawlers " and grasping intriguers, the whole sen-iceaUe 
force of ihe sections and of the clubs is in his hands. One i« 
strong in time of anarchy at the head of such a herd. Indeed, 
during the months of August and September, Danton was ting, 
and, later on, he may well say of the ad of September, as he did 
of the loth of August, "I did il!"^ 

Not that he is naturally vindictive or sanguinary : on the Oifr 
trary, with a butcher's temperament, he ha^ a man's heart, aod. 
at the risk of compromising himself, against the wills of Mint 
and Robespierre, he will, by-and-by, save his political wlw- 
saries, Duport, Brlssoi, the Girondists, and the old party of Ae 
"Right."* Nor is he blinded by fear, enmities, or ihc ibetUTi 

On ihc cvEning of ihe buUc of Vdmy (Ik young oScn ii tcnl u Pin B any *■ ^ 
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with the transports of the clubbisl, he has the clear-sightedness 
of the pohiician; he is not the dupe of his own rhetoric, he 
knows the value of the rogues he employs; ' he has no illusions 
ftbout men or about things, about other people nr about himself; 
if he slays, it is with a full consciousness of what he is doing, of 
bis party, of the situation, of the revolution, while the crude 
expressions which, in the tones of his bull's voice, he flings out 
as be passes along, are but a vivid statement of the precise truth : 
"We are the rabble ! We spring from the gutters ! " With the or- 
Anary feeling of humanity, " we should soon get back into them. 
We can only rule through fear ! " * '' The Parisians are so many 

; a river of blood must flow between them and the 

/migret."^ "The tocsin about to be rung is not a signal of 
aluro, but a charge on the enemies of [he country. . . , 
What is necessary to overcome them? Boldness, boldness, 
always boldness!* I have brought my mother here, seveniy 
years of age; I have sent for my children, and ihey came last 
nighL Before the Prussians enter Paris, I want my family to die 
wrth noc, I-et twenty thousand torches be applied, and Paris 
iiManily reduced to ashes ! " * " We must maintain ourselves in 
Piris ax all hazards. — Republicans are in an extreme minority, 
and, for fighting, we can rely only on them. The rest of Fra 
» devoted to royalty. The royalists must be I 
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.ie who, on the aSth of August, obtains from the AixaAiiy lit 
great domicUiary visit, by which the Commuoe fills the ftaoni 
It is he who, on the ad of September, to paralyse the rcsisuateof 
1 people, causes the penalty of death to be decreed agiina 
whoever, "directly or indirectly shall, in any manner whatsom, 
refuse to execute, or who shall interfere with the orders issued, or 
with the measures of the executive power." It is he who, cm 
that day, informs the journalist Prudhomme of the prcieadd 
prison plot, and who, the second day after, sends his secntair, 
Camille Desmoulins, to falsify the report of the massacres.* It 
is he who, on the 3d of September, at the office of the Mioista 
of Justice, before the battalion officers and the heads of tbe 
service, before Lacroix, president of the Assembly, and Pfen, 
mayor of Paris, before Clavi^res, Senan, Monge. LebraD,aiwl 
the entire Executive Council, except Roland, reduces at ok 
stroke the head men of the government to the position of pis- 
sive accomplices, replying to a man of feeling, who rises to saj 
the slaughter, "Sit down — it was necessary!"' It is be iite, 
tlie same day, despatches the circular, countersigned by him, bf 
which the Committee of Supervision announces the massioi, 
and invites "their brethren of the departments" to follow the 
example of Paris.' It is he who, on the loth of Septcmbct, 
"not as Minister of Justice, but as Minister of the People," is » 



' Ptudhomme, "Crimo df to B*vdIi.u 


pvcn by the tDQiii ind uumon, Pnidhi 


Itanton rcpeou Ihc .tory which hw b« 




now in pri.™." CunUk DeiffiouUiM en 


cwm ID aih wh»l ii going to be doncf - 






"Well, evetylhing has gone off in ihe m 



L 



ud iddi: "The peopk.>te«iHa 
lice Ihcimdrei on the •onM^ i| 
c here," layi Ionian. " PnidhoB^ Ih 
'DU Eel] him thai the inqottnl wovU M 
ieaumded by that sectimt win be ir-a 
it the JoumKl and t^yt tn liK edJtfi' 
w moBt pcffect order. The people even eel &ec « fao^ 

MandaT. vtce-prcDideiit of a kciiqii, vitneH and itcibr in tbe Kene; he Autboii^ tv^ 
hamnr to mentioti hii lume-— Afterwards, la the nejct mam, Mandiir (j e u^ m o a IVtioi 
and RobefljHerrc id ^Eend the Auenbly the ncjit djty uid pfDtcii agaiiut the mamot' 
if neccHary, the Aueinbly may appnn I a diiectOT for one day. " Take tJUK Dot B du ^k' 
i^hed Robeipiem:; " BiiuiH would be the dicuior," — P^titn a)^ naduiic. "IV^Ba- 

* Madame Roland, IT- 17, — "Angenet le department de Maine-et.Loirr dc ijtjk liyiT 
by Blotdier Langloii^ Appended to the djcuLir woia printed addren beariitg Ar mkJ 
Comtt rrM^MOK fnifU xfftivfrruH, "cDuntenigned by the MiiiLsierof Juiticc avdnbtki 
MiniMer'i >eal on the padiage." and addtEued la the JacabiD Oulii of d 
iiey, too, tnight preach mjuiacm 



^ma. THE JACOBIN CONQUEST. 315 

jwgntulate and thank the slaughterers of Vernailles.' — After 
the lolh of August, through Billaud-Varennes, his former secre- 
liri', Fibre d'Eglantinc, his secretary as Keeper of the Seals, 
TiUta, secretary of the Comniune, and his most trusty hench- 
niQ, he is [iresent at all deliberations in the H6te1-de-vilk, and, 
It the Ust hour, is careful to put on the Coniniitlee of Super- 
vision one of his own men, the head clerk, Desforges.' — Not 
only WM the uowing-machine constructed under his own eye, 
ud "ilh his assent, but, again, at the moment of starting it, he 
holilsihe handle, so as to guide the blade well. 

It is well that lie does ; if he did not sometimes put on the 
Inlie, it would go to pieces through its own action. Introduced 
DUO the Coiomitiee as professor of political blood-laking, Marat, 
■ilJi the rigidity of one fixed idea, cuts down deep, much below 
fte dnignated line; warrants of arrest were already out against 
liiny deputies, Brissol's papers are rummaged, Roland's house 
b iumninded, while Duport, sei2ed in a neighboring department, 
sbtought to the shambles. The latter is saved with the utmost 
diiculiy ; it required redoubled attempts to tear him away from 
Uic maniac who had seized him. With a surgeon like Marat, 
iwl apprentices like the four or five hundred leaders of the 
Commune and of the sections, it is not essential to guide the 
bifc, for the amputation is sure to be broad enough. Their 
lumcs aionc tell the story,— in the Commune, Manuel, the 
ijmlit-aitorTiey ; Hcbert and Biilaud-Varennes, his two substi- 
luta; Huguenin, Lhuiltier, Marie Ch^nier, Audouin, Leonard 
Boutdon, Boula and Truchon, presidents in succession ; in the 
Commune and the sections, Panis, Sergent, Tallien, Rossignol, 
Ouumctte, Fabre d'Eglantine, Pache, Hassenfratz, the cobbler 
Smwi, andthe printer Momoro; in the National Guard, San- 
Wrc, command in g-g en enil ; Henrioi, brigadier- gen era!, and, un- 
flotKeni, the herd of demagogues belonging to the district, the 
ttpanumeraries of Danton, Hebert, or Robespierre, and who 
>it a&enrards guillotined with their fiie-leadcrs, in brief, the 
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I lo this time, in slaughtering or having it done, it was 
isurrectionists in the street ; now, it is in places of 
It, as magistra.tes and functionaries, according to the 
1 lock-up, after proofs of identity and on snap judg- 
, bjr paid eitecutioners, in the name of public security, 
Mlically, and in coo! blood, almost with the same regularity 
sjucntly under "the revolutionary government." Sep- 
'. indeed, is the beginning of it, the abridgment of it and 
ktjrpc; they will not do otherwise or better in the best days 
; guillotine. Only, as they are as yet poorly supplied with 
I, ihcy arc obliged to use pikes instead of guillotine, and, as 
3t yet entirely gone, the chiefs conceal themselves 
Wiind nunceuvrings. Nevertheless, they are tracked out, caught 
ta the act, and iheir autographs are on hand ; they plannetl, 
COdunanded, and conducted the operation. On the 30th of 
AgguH, ihe Commune decided that the sections should try 
UcmA p«nons, and, on the id of September, five trusty sec- 
Iwi icply to it by resolving that the accused shall be murdereii. ' 
Tie ame day. September 2, Marat takes his place on the Com- 
nuilec of Supervision. The same day, September 2, Panis and 
Sngtnl sign the commissions of "their comrades," Maillard and 
i4ociat«s, for the Abbaye, and "order them lo judge," that is to 
«f, kill the prisoners.* The same and the following days, at La 
Forte, three tnembers of the Commune, Hubert, Monneuse, and 
Rcwgnol, preside in turn over the assassin court.* The same 
ilj, a commissary of the Committee of Supervision comes and 
taaaaAs a dozen men of the Sans-Culottes section to help 
OiiMcrc the priests of Saint Firmin.* The same day, a com- 
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missar)' of the Commune visits the differeni prisons during ibe 
slaughterings, and finds that "things are going on well in all of 
them." ' The same day, at five o'clock in the afternoon, Bii 
Varennes, deputy-attorney for the Commune, "in his we!l-k 
puce-co!ored coal and black perruque," walking over the an 
says to the Abbaye butchers : " Fellow-citizen*, you arc it 
lating your enemies, you are per/onnbig your duty!" Tlut 
night he returns, highly commends them, and ratifies his promt<e 
of the wages "agreed opon"; on the following any at noon, he 
again returns, congratulates ihem more warmly, aliowi each one 
twenty francs, and urges them to keep on.' — In the mean 
Santerre, summoned to the staff-office by Roland, hj-pocriiiciJJf 
deplores his voluntary inability, and persists in not giving tl 
orders, without which the National Guard cannot stir a sl«p-* 
At the sections, the presidents, Ch^nier, Ceyrat, Boula, Momom, 
Collot d'Herbois, send away or fetch poor victims under iiikd 
At the Commune, the counsel -general votes ij,ooo francs, t 
got out of the dead, to defray the expenses of the operation-' 
In the Committee of Supervision, Marat sends off despatches 10 
spread murder through the departments. — It is evident that the 
leaders and their subordinates are unanimous, each at his pM 
and in the service he performs; through the sijontaneoui co- 
operation of the whole party, the command above encouDifl 
the impulse from below;* both unite in a common murdtroa 
disposition, the work being done with the more precision in pro- 
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1 to its being easily done. — Jailers .-eceive orders to open 
iwn doors, and give themselves no concern. Through an 
of precaution, the knives and forks of ihe prisoners are 
away from them.' One by one, on (heir names being 
.they march out like oxen in a slaughter-house, while 
■nty butchers to each prison, from two to tliree hundred 
Kffice to do the work. 

V. 

classes of men fiimish recruits, and here we have to ad- 
he effect of the revolutionary creed on crude intellects. First, 
ire the Federates of the South, Inaty fcUows, former soldiers 

1 bandits, deserters, boheraians, and bullies of all lands and 
eveiy source, who, after finishing their work at Marseilles 
kvjgnoo, have come to Paris to begin over again. " Triple 
U JXett.'" exclaims one of them, "I didn't come a hun- 
lod eighty leagues to stop with a hundred and eighty heads 
tcndof my pike!"' Accordingly, they form in themselves 
:ial, permanent, resident body, allowing no one to divert 
ftum their adopted occupation. "They turn a deaf ear to 

ments of spurious patriotism";* they are not going to 
I to the frontier. Their post is at the capital ; they have 
a defend liberty"; neither before nor after September 
f be got out of it. When, at last, after having drawn 
r treasury for their pay, and under every pretext, they 
Kto leave Paris, it is only that they may return to Mar- 
r operations are limited to the interior, and to polit- 
But their zeal in this direction is only the 
{it is their band which, first of all, takes the twenty-four 
1 the mayoralty, and, on the way, begins the massacre 
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■w fWB kndL* — Max dkoe con>e the iorumtcs of ibc 
DoiBMBikT. mi>7 of daem dcrfcs or shopmen, laoa 4 
«■■■>, ^id odiBB brioBging to every trade, lockinMla^ 
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to save two p-— " ■- . seab hinsdf alongside of Maillard, j< 
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Tbe Bu^oriiy. bowever, entertain thetii 
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self on the spot and having cut off M. de Launay's head, regards 
' tt as a "patriotic" aciion, and deems himself worthy of a " medal 
for having destroyed a monster." These people are not com- 
mon malefactors, but well-disposed persons living in the vicinity, 
who, seeing a public sen-ice established in their neighborhood,' 
i^ued from their domiciles to give it a lift ; iheir dose of probity 
» about the same as we find nowadays among people of the 
same condition in life. 

At the outset, especially, no one dreams of filling his pockets. 
At the Abbaye, they come honorably and place on ihe tal)le in 
the room of the civil committee the purees and jewels of the 
dead,* If they appropriate anything to themselves, it is shoes 
to cover their naked feet, and then only after asking permission. 
As lo pay, all rough work deserves it, and, moreover, between 
them and iheir enticers, their compensation is understood. With 
nothing but their own hands to rely on, they cannot give their 
time gratis,' and, as the work is hard, it ought to count for two 
days. They require six francs a day, besides their meals and 
wine as much as they want. One keeper of a cook-shop alone 
himished the men at Ihe Abbaye with 346 pints : ' with uninter- 
rupted work that lasts all day and all night, and which is like 
that of sewer-cleanera and minere, nothing else will keep their 
spirits up. — Food and wages must be paid for by the nation; 
the work is done for the nation, and, naturally, on interposing 
formalities, they get out of temper and betake themselves to 
Koland, to the city treasurer, to the section committees, toihe 
Committee of Supervision,' murmuring, threatening, and show- 
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ing tbcir bloody pikes. That is the evidence of having dooe 
their work welL They boast of it to Potion, impiess upon h 
how "just aod attentive" they were,' iheir discernment, the tb 
given to the work, so many days and so many hours; iheyak 
only for what is "due to them"; when the treasurer, on pa\in| 
them, demands their names, they give them without the slightdt 
Those who escort a prisoner let off, masons, 
, federaies, require no recompense but " something U 
drink " ; " we do not cany on this business for money," they siyj 
•' here is your friend ; he promised us a glass of brandy, whifi 
we will take and then go back to our work."* — Outside of iWt 
business they possess the ei^pansive sympathy and ready a 
bility of the Parisian workman. At the Abbaye, a fedm«i' 
on learning that the prisoners had been kept without i 
for twenty-six hour^, wanted to "exterminate" the turnkey fot 
his negligence, and n^ould have done it if " the prisoners ibem- 
sdvcs had not pleaded for him," On the acquittal of a priwnai 
the guards and the butchers, everybody, embraces him i 
transports ; Weber is greeted again and again for more dun I 
hundrt^l yards; Ihey cheer to excess. Each wants lo escontht 
prisoner; the cab of Mathon de la Varenne is invaded; "ihef 
perch themselves on the driver's seat, at the doors, on top. u^ 
behind,"" — Some of them display extraordinary phases of fcd- 
ing. Two of the butchers, still covered with blood, "to 
lead the chevalier de Bertrand home, insist on going up iiiin 
with him to witness the joy of his family; after their terrible Gtdc 
they need the relaxation of tender emonon. On entering, tbcf 
wait discreedy in the drawing-room until the ladies are prcpand 
for the meeting ; the happiness of which they are witnesses ndll 
them ; they remain some time, refuse money tendered to ite*' 
and leave, with many acknowledgments.* — Still more extraorfi- 
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r are the vestiges of innate politeness. A market -porter, 
IS of embracing a discharged prisoner, first asks his per- 
i. Old "hags," who had just clapped their hands at the 
laughterings, stop the guards "violently" as they hurry Weber 
along, in white silk stockings, across pools of blood; "Heigh, 
guard, look out, you are making Monsieur walk in the gutter ! " ' 
In short, they display the permanent qualities of their race and 
class; ihey seem to be neither above nor below the average of 
their brethren. Most of Ihem, probably, would never have done 
anything very monstrous had a rigid police, like that which 
maintains order in ordinary times, kept them in their shops or at 
home in their lodgings or in their tap-rooms. 

But, in their own eyes, they are so many kings; "sovereignty 
is commilted to their hands,'" their powers are unlimited ; who- 
ever doubts this is a traitor, and is properly punished; he must 
be put out of the way ; while, for royal councillors, they take 
raaniacs and knaves, who, through monomania or calculation, 
preach that doctrine, just the same as a negro king surrounded 
by while slave-dealers, who urge him into raids, and by black 
sorcerers, who prompt him to massacre. How could such a man 
with such guides, and in such an office, be retarded by the for- 
malities of justice, or by the distinctions of equity ? Equity and 
jusrice are the elaborate products of civilisation, while he is 
merely a political savage. In vain are the innocent recom- 
mended to his mercy ! " Look here, citizen,' do you, too, want 
to set us to sleep ? Suppose that those cursed Prussian and 
Austrian beggars were in Paris, would they pick out the guiity ? 
Wouldn't they strike right and left, the same as the Swiss did on 
the loth of August? Very well, I can't make speeches, but I 
don't set anybody to sleep. I say, I am the father of a family — 
I have a wife and five children that I mean to leave here for the 
section to look after, while I go and fight the enemy. But I 
have no idea that white I am gone these villains here in prison. 
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and other villains who would come and let them out. should oA 
the throat!; of my wife and children. 1 have three boys whef' 
hope will some day be more useful to their country than thoie 
rascals you want to save. Anyhow, all that can be done b ID 
let 'em out and give them arras, and we will lighl 'em od n 
equal footing. Whether I die here or on the frontiers, scoun- 
drels would kill me all the same, and I will sell my life dearly. 
But, whether it is done by me or by some one else, the priswi 
shall be cleaned out of those cursed beggars, there, now!" Al 
this a general cry is heard ; "He's right! No mercy! Let » 
go in ! " All that the crowd assent to is an improvised iribunil, 
the reading of the jailer's register, and prompt judgment; con- 
demnation and slaughter must follow, according to the famooi 
Commune, which simplifies things. — ^There is another simplifici- 
tion still more formidable, which is the condemnation and 
slaughter by categories. Any title suffices, Swiss, priest, office, 
or servant of the King, " the moths of the civil list " ; whcfevff 
a lot of priests or Swiss are found, it is not worth while lo haw 
a trial, as they can be killed in a heap. — Reduced to thit.lt* 
operation is adapted to the operators ; the arms of the vf* 
sovereign are as strong as his mind is weak, and, through u 
inevitable adaptation, he degrades his work to the level of lui 

His work, in its turn, degrades and perverts him. No mm. 
and especially a man of the people, rendered tame by an old 
civilisation, can, with impunity, become at one stroke both so'"- 
eign and executioner. In vain does he excite himself against hil 
culprits and hurry along, overwhelming them with abuse;' hei> 
dimly conscious of committing a great crime, and his soul, lil:* 
that of Macbeth, "is full of scorpions." llirough a lerrible 
self-shrinking, he hardens himself against the inborn, hereditaT 
impulses of humanity; these resist while he becomes tsas^ 
ated, and, to stifle them, there is no other way but to "Sitp 0" 
horrors," * by adding murder to murder. For murder, especi»llj 
as he practices it, that is lo say, with a naked sword on defimc^ 
less peo])le, introduces into his animal and moral machiDC W* 
extraordinary and disproportionate emotions which unsettle III 
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tM) the one hand, a sensation of might exercised uncontrolled, 
unimpeded, and without danger, on human life and on sensitive 
Besh,' and, on the other hand, the sensation of bloody and diver- 
sified killing, accompanied with an ever new series of con- 
tortions and exclamations ; ' formerly, in the Roman circus, one 
could not tear one's self away from it ; the spectacle once seen, 
the spectator always relumed to see it again. Just at this time 
each prison court is a circus, and it makes it worse that the 
Spectators are likewise the actors. — Thus, for them, two fiery 
liquids mingle together in one draught. To moral intoxication 
is added physical intoxication, wine in profusion, bumpers al 
every pause, revelry over corpses; and we see rising out of 
this unnatural creature the demon of Dante, at once brutal and 
refined, not merely a destroyer, but, again, the executioner, con- 
triver and calculator of suffering, and radiant and joyous oyer 
the evil he accomplishes. 

They are joyous. They dance around each new corpse, and 
sing the earmagnole ;^ they arouse the people of the quarter "to 
amuse them," and that they may have their share of "the fine 
I6te."* Benches are arranged for "gentlemen" and others for 
" ladies " : the latter, with greater curiosity, are additionally anx- 
ious to contemplate at their ease " the aristocrats " already slain ; 
consequently, lights are required, and one is placed on the breast 
of each corpse. 

Meanwhile, slaughter continues, and is carried to perfection. 
A butcher at the Abbaye ' complains that " the aristocrats die too 
quick, and that those only who strike first have the pleasure of 
it"; henceforth they are to be struck with the backs of the 
swords only, and made to run between two rows of their buich- 
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x: le 2. itzscn. v^zL-cmw:!. x s j^pesc :o tue more care in pio- 
_ ::ii± ; I iit*Tr, A: Ls. Fc-rcs. ibe Federates who come for 
i3sz i-uhiiss 5»"=ar •▼xi ^'t^~\ imprecaiiocs that ihej will 
nf zxct ic^ iszi X "?!*»• -v*o zi^^s bim a thrust with a (uke"; 
Tnn;£ 5 ^ 5=x ^js "'■Tffff, and then, K>r half an boor, 
isz ZL znsr sLDcsk. zxT C3t aiMi slash him ontil he drip 
iiiicti md. s -^sczzik-d zj zs cnTrafK" — AJl the unfettered 
TTyriTinf zuc r^^ JL rxe j>v%sc Os^crts of the hean start from the 
TnTTTiHT i^ys s£ zdr^, =ix I'lTTe ibe heizxNis instincts with thdr 
TTTjs- luc 2krw:s«; ne fxJissc wiih dscsr slaver, while both pads 



±il isniu^j m ^ifsizi wicse r>3'bh!e or incunous repute brings 
TTtfTn i«a j^ lie wnzii ; 3c M adise de Lamballe, the Quccnls 
xn-zii : m >Lii±i=ie r»e!S"ae^ w>iow of the ^mous prisoner; oo 
lie ic'V'^-rri af ±ie Filis^-Ro^aL wiio. two years before, had 
mizLiz^l ittT jrr^s-. x Fnsica gTiardsman, in a fit of jcaloasf. 
Js^jiTJTT ue^ s lascoarei wiri lobridtr to add pro^uiatioQ to 
xirra^^ wiJe Ik s ir^fcT^ed through attacks on modesty. In 
Xfl^.TTTr* if lanrol^ kZied loo quickly, the libidinous butdios 
rjil'i :r> rczrxi^ a crr;se. ba: for the widow,* and cspcciaDy 
i^vi 5: If ;r-rr-l ir-ty i—.ipne :be sime as a Nero the fire-cirdcof 
tic Ir:«:i':!<w* F r:ci tz- Ir:^;:;^^ to the cannibal, the intcn*al 
i? zs^rzv, iZii sc-ne cc irecn spring across iL At the Abbajre» 
iji jL-i sctii^- =Lin*i D^niens, buries his sabre in the side of 
rr«i xi ::nr:-^c=^^ril Lil-c rhrjsis his hand into the opening, 
rr-LT? :-: n-e i-e-ir: -az-d puts it to his mouth as if to eat it"; 
-rii :■ :oi.* >c)^ iz eye^wirccss, *• trickled from his mouth and 
jVcTZi-i i scr: jc" njrjsiiche :br him."* At La Force, Madame 
ce liT-.r^^ 2s c-r: :o rieces. I cannot transcribe what CharioC 
the r-isr-irtsser. cii w::h her head. I merelv state that anolhff 

# 

> Mcrv.-c ir u V i*.r k ik^ A sub cf dike sc iwAs said to him (Madioo is an tdna^^ 
• AI "vr -. \! .irsor-r Fs»~ik= I W^i'i trcu Byx^* to a glass of your blood ! " 

« Krrr :.< a Frr::rr<. " Lfi* N=a3 ae Panss," itb night, p 3SA. "She screaoMd ^tit^' 
m^_3C "« Jr^ir-.-^ a=:js<c l i wg. 'n j ^nrs widj tbcir dis^racrful actt. Her body e«a ^ 
du.tr «-jt5 7*.c s\cr?;-c T^ac cvv-'pue had h«ard that she had been beauitifuL" 

» F^.v: ? '.s-rae. ■ I» Kr*,-: js.xas ie Paris." number for 5^pt. 8» 179a. "The peofde»"^ 
Vcvtf:: L"? f.-w-er^T- zc tbe PAliK-Rryal to the law of retaliation." — Gfaxuer deCa»»a|*» 
1 4 ;?c. A.-V-1 Jir^ r.* tbe b-Trbs :€ the m\!utionary tribunal, number for Sept j— Mfl^ 
t— f- Ir-r^ > V. Ill >i: I>r7».'«t».xi of the cooderfe of the Condergerie. — Buches et R««U 
XVIT : :.5 '" Hs« tre oc» b.-c.wie* *fe prcie." by Roch Marcandier. 

* M.r-r:r:rrr-rcr=ji-.;jc I!L x^-^. Thai of the Scpcember murderen; depositioB of Komd- 
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in the Rue Saint-Antomc, ■ bore off her heart and 

liey kill and they drink, and drink and kill again. Weari- 
I comes and stupor begins. One of them, a wheehvrighl's 
rcntice, has despatched sixteen for his share; another "has 
3 hard at this merchandise as to leave the blade of his 
sabre slicking in it " ; "I was more tired," says a Federate, " with 
two hours pulling limbs to pieces, right and left, than any mason 
any two days plastering a wall.'" The first excitement is gone, 
and now they strike automatically.' Some of ihem fall asleep 
stretched out on benches. Others, huddled together, sleep off 
the fumes of iheir wine, removed on one side. The exhalation 
from the carnage is so strong that the president of the civil com- 
mittee faints in his chair,* while the odor of the drinking-bout is 
equal to that of the charnei-house. A heavy, dull state of tor- 
por gradually overcomes their clouded brains, the last glimmer- 
ings of reason dying out one by one, like the smoky lights on 
the already cold breasts of the corpses lying around them 
Through the stupor spreading over the faces of butchers and 
cannibals, we see appearing chat of the idiot. It is the revolu- 
tionary idiot, in which all conceptions, save two, have vanished, 
two fixed, rudimentary, and mechanical ideas, one destruction 
and the other that of public safety. With no others in his empty 
head, these come together through an irresistible attraction, and 
we can imagine the effect proceeding from their contact. "Is 
there anything else to do ? " asks one of these butchers in the 
deserted court. " If that is all," reply a couple of women at the 
gate, "you must make something more" ' and, naturally, this is 
done. 

As the prisons are to be cleaned out, it is as well lo clean them 
all out, and do it at once. After the Swiss, priests, the aristo- 
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I gentlemen," there remain comid 
1 through the ordinary channels of justic^ 
I those sentenced to the galleys tn t 
■ die Chitelet, and in the Tour Si. fiemard, vi 
bcmded wonen, vs^sboods, old b^gars, and boys confioed it 
BUne aad the Salp^tnere. They are good for nothing, coA 
iiiwinhiim to feed,' and, probably, cherish evil designs. At the 
Si ^i io i he , far example, the wife of Desrues, the prisoaer, '■%, 
asMRdiy, tte himself "cunning, wicked, and capable of an] 
ihag*; die anet be fiiious at being in prison ; if she could, sb 
woiM KI fire to Puis ; she must have said so ; she did say it ^ 
vae Bote swo^ ai th« broom. — This time, as the job it man 
ibid, die fanion is wielded by fouler bands ; among those olil 
Hue ifac baB& arc the frequenters of jails. The butchers at tilM 
Abbaye, especially towards the close, had already commiiicd 
dKAs ; * here, at the Chitdcl and the Conciergerje, they cwT 
■WSJ "evefythiBg whicb seems to them suitable," even to ih 
doAs of the dead, prison sheets and coverlids, even the si 
avings of the jaDos, and. besides this, they enlist their aonls 
in dK semcc "Ont of 36 prisoners set free, many were * 
sin mod robben, associated with them by the butchers. 'HkA 
wdc abo 75 women, coofined in pan for larceny, > 
to &itfafolly scrrc their liberators." Later on, indeed, ihetc ut 
to becooM, at the Jacobin and Cordeliers clubs, the tritekut 
wto fin their tribtues.* — At the Salp^tri^re, " all the buUia li 
Paris, fonner ^iies, . , . libertines, the rascals of Fruxt 
and ali Ean^>^ prepare beforehand for the operation," ind npc 
atoentates with mawacic* — ^Thus Ui, at least, slaughter has betf 
■easooed with robbcrr. and the grossness of eating and diisk 
Big; at BicJtte, however, it is crude butchery, the camiTOtDd 
instiDct ^ooe ntsfying itsdf. Among other prisonen are tf 
youths of the lowest class, from 17 to 19 years of age, plam 
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there for correction by their parents, or by those to whom they 
are bound ; ' one need only look at them to see that they arc 
gcQutnc Parisian scamps, the apprentices of vice and miser)', the 
(itiurc recruits for the reigning band, and these the band falls on, 
beating them to death with clubs. At this age life is tenacious, 
lod, no life being harder to take, it requires extra efforts in 
despatch them. "In that comer," said a jailer, "they made a 
mountain of their bodies. The next day, when they were to be 
buried, the sight was enough to break one's heart. One of them 
kmked as if he were sleeping like one of God's angels, but the 
the nst were horribly mutilated." ' — Here, man has sunk below 
binaelf, down into the lowest strata of the animal kingdom, 
lover than the wolf, for wolves do not strangle their young. 

VI. 
There are six days and five nights of uninterrupted butchery,^ 
171 murders at the ."^bbaye, i6g at La Force, 223 at the Chatelet, 
318 at the Conclergerie, 73 at the Tour-Saint- Bernard, no at 
the Carmelites, 79 at Saint Firmin, 170 at Bicfitre, 35 at the Sal- 
p^^e; among the dead, 350 priests, 3 bishops or archbishops, 
gCDera] ofhceis, magistrates, one former minister, one royal 
priaccss, belonging to the best names in France, and, on the 
Other side, one negro, several low class women, young scape- 
paos, convicts, and poor old men. What man now, little or 
big, docs not feel himself under the knife ? — And all the more, 
bnaase the band has grown larger. Fournier, Lazowski, and 
SUcand, the chiefs of robbers and assassins, a-tum from Orleans 
with fifteen hundred cutthroats.* On the way they kill M. dc 
Srisuc, M. de Lessart, and 43 others accused of lisi-nalwn, 
vboai ihey arrested from their judges hands, and then, by way 
ftf rarplui, "following the example of Paris," twenty-one prisoners 
lakcD from ihe Versailles prisons. At Paris the Minister of Jus- 
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tice thanks tliem, the Commune congratulates them, and ite 
sections feast them and embrace ihcra.' — Can anybody doubt 
that they were ready to begin again ? Can a step be taken ia 
or out of Paris without being subject to their oppressloa « 
encountering their despotism ? On leaving the dty, senlioeltaf 
their species are posted at the bamers, while the scctioo com- 
mittees on the inside are in pennanent authority. Mslouet, kd 
before that of Roule,' sees before him a pandemonium A 
fanatics, at least a hundred individuals in the same room, (be 
suspected, those denouncing them, co-laborers, attendanu, i 
long, green table in the centre, covered with swords anddag^ctti 
with the committee around it, "twenty patriots with iheir shin- 
sleeves rolled up, some holding pistols and others pens," signinj 
warrants of arrest, "quarreling with and threatening each oikr, 
all talking at once, and shouting. Traitor! Conspirator! Off 
to prison with him ! Guillotine him ! and behind these, a cro»'i 
of spectators, pell-mell, yelling, and gesticulating " like »iW 
beasts pressed against each other in the same cage, showinS 
their teeth and trying to spring at each other. "One of th' 
most excited, brandishing his sabre in order to strike an anta^' 
onist, stopped on seeing me, and exclaimed, 'There's Malouel ! 
The other, however, less occupied with me than with his cncmj^ 
took advantage of the opportunity, and with a blow of his clnl»» 
knocked him down." Malouel is just saved, and that is all, sticl* 
escapes in Paris being mere matters of chance, — If one remain* 
in the city, one is beset with funereal imagery ; — the hurrying step ■ 
of squads of men in each street, leading the suspected to prima 
or before the committee ; around each prison the crowds that 
have come "to see the disasters"; in ihc court of the Abbaye 
the cry of the auctioneer selling the clothes of the dead i the 
rumbling of carts on the pavement bearing away 1,300 uMpacs; 
the songs of the women mounted aloft, beating time uo the 
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vUtA bodies.' Is there a man who, after one of these encount 
tn, (iocs not see himself in imagination before tlie green table 
rf the section committee, after this, in prison with sabres over 
hii bead, and then in the cart in the midst of the bloody pile ? 

Courage falters before a vision like this. All the journals ap- 
prove, palliate, or keep silent; nobody dares offer resistance, 
hopcrty as well as lives belong to whoever wanis to take them. 
^1 ihe barriers, at the markets, on the boulevard of the Temple, 
liiicves, decked with the tricolor ribbon, stop people as they pass 
*lofig, seize whatever they carry, and, under the pretext that 
icwtls should be deposited on the altars of Patriotism, take 
pwici, watches, rings, and other articles, so rudely that women 
■k ire rot quick enough, have the lobes' of their ears torn in 
laibooking their earrings." Others, installed in the cellars of the 
Tttitfrics, sell the nation's wine and oil for their own profit. 
Others, again, given their liberty eight days before by the people, 
•cent out a bigger job by finding their way into the Garde-meuble 
vA stealing diamonds to the value of thirty millions.^ 

Like a man struck on the head with a mallet, Paris, felled to 

Ihe ^und, lets things go; the authors of the massacre have 

fully altained iheir ends. The faction has fast hold of power, 

ud will maintain ils hold. Neither in the Legislative Assembly 

nor to the Convention will the aims of the Girondists be success- 

U i^itui Its tenacious usurpation. It has proved by a striking 

cun^c that it is capable of anything, and boasts of it^ it is 

ttUt armed, it stands there ever prepared and anonymous on its 

Bordcrous basis, with its speedy modes of operation, its own 

|R>itp of fanatical agents and bravos, with Maillard and Four- 

tiicr, with its cannon and its pikes. All that does not live within 

it lives only through its favor from day to day. through its good 

■ilL Everybody knows that. The Assembly no longer think 

of dislodging people who meet decrees of expulsion with m^ssa- 
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cie ; it is no longer a question of auditing their accounts ot of 
keeping them within the confines of the law. Their dictauir^ 
is not to be disputed, and their puriiications continue. Froa 
four to five hundred new prisoners, arrested within eleven djn, 
by order of the municipaUty, the sections, and by this or tba 
individual Jacobin, are crowded into cells still dripping wah 
blood, and the report is spread that, on the 20th of September, 
the prisons will be emptied by a second massacre.' — Let 'ht 
Convention, if it pleases, pompously install itself as so^encifn, 
and grind out decrees — it makes no difference, regular or irregu- 
lar, the government still keeps on in the hands of thoM who 
hold the sword. The Jacobins, through sudden terror, Ime 
maintained their illegal authority; through a prolongation d 
terror they are going to establish their legal authority. A forced 
suf&age is going to put thera in office at the Hoiel-de-t-ille. ia 
the tribunals, in the National Guard, in the sections, and in lb 
various administrations, while they have already elected to the 
Convention, Marat, Danton, Fabre d'Eglantine, CamiUc Des- 
moulins, Manuel, Billaud-Varennes, Panis, Sergent, Collot d'Her- 
bois, Robespierre, Legendre, Osselin, Fr^ron, Davjd, Rol«t, 
Lavicourterie, in brief, the insiigatore, conductors and accom- 
plices of massacre.' Nothing that could force or falsify toio 
was overlooked. In the first place the presence of the people ii 
imposed on the electoral assembly, and, to this end, it is mot- 
ferred to the large hall of the Jacobin club, under the pressme 
of the Jacobin galleries. As a second precaution, every oppo- 
nent is excluded from voting, every constitutionalist, every 
former member of the monarchical «lub, of the Feuillanis, W 
of the Sainte-Chapelle club, everysigner of the petition of the 
ao,ooo, or of that of the 8,000, 4nd, on the sections protesting 
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against this, their protest is thrown out on the ground of its 
being the fruit of "sn intrigue." Finally, at each ballotting, each 
elector's vote is called out, which ensures the right vote before- 
hand, the warnings he has received being vei; explicit. On the 
3d of September, during the first meeting of the electoral body, 
hdd at the bishop's palace, the Marseilles troop, 500 yards 
off, came and took the twenty-four priests from the mayoralty, 
and, on the way, hacked them to pieces on the Pont-Neuf. 
Throughout the evening and all night the agents of the munici- 
pality carried on their work at the Abbaye, at the Carmelites, 
and at La Force, and, on the 3d of September, on the electoral 
assembly transferring itself to the Jacobin club, it passed over 
the Pont-au-Change between two rows of corpses, which the 
slaughterers had brought there from the Chtltet t and the Con- 
ciergerie. 




CHAPTER X. 

Tbe departiBcnts. — ^The epidemic and contagious character of the revola- 
tMcarr disease. — I. Its essential principle is the Jacobin dogma of the 
sovenagatT of the people. — ^Tbe new right is officially proclaimed.— PttNk 
scarctoeat of the new regime. — Its object, its opponents, its methods.— Iti 

exteaskn from Paris to the provinces II. In several departments it estab* 

bsiies itself in ftlvaace. — ^.\n instance of this in the Var. — 111. Each Jicoto 
basKi a dictator in its own neighborhood. — Saint-Afrique during the inter* 
regnam- — IV. Ordinary practices of the Jacobin dictatorship. — ^The station 
ary companies of the dabs. — ^Their personnel. — Their leaders.— V. The 
companies of trax^eling volunteers. — Quality of the recruits. — Electjoo « 
oScers* — Robberies and murders. — ^\'I. A tour of France in the cabinet rf 
ihe Minister of the Interior. — From Carcassonne to Bordeaux. — Bordewx 
to Caen- — The north and the easL — Chilons-sur-Mame to Lyons.— Tbe 
Cv-^caai: and Provence. — ^The tone and the responses of the Jacobin idmifr 
i>:raiion. — ^The programme of the party. 

Ix the dqxirtments, it is by hundreds that we enumerate days 
like the 2oih of June, .\ugust lo, September 2. The body has 
its epidemic, its contagious diseases ; the mind has the same ; the 
re\-olunonary malady is one of them. It appears throughout the 
country- at the same time ; each infected point infects others. In 
each city, in each borough, the club is a centre of inflammation 
which disorganises the soimd parts ; and the example of each 
disorganisetl centre spreads afar like a miasm.^ Everywhere the 
same fever, delirium, and convulsions mark the presence of the 
same virus. That virus is the Jacobin dogma. By virtue of the 
Jacobin dogma, theft, usurpation, murder, take on the guise 01 
political philosophy, and the gravest crimes against persons, 
against public or private property, become legitimate ; for they 
are the acts of the legitimate supreme power, the power that has 
the public welfare in its keeping. 

^GuiUoo de Montl«\>n. I. 172. Letter of Laussd, daued Paris, tSth of Aofust, 1793, to ^ 
Jacobins of Lyons : '* Tetl me how many beads hare been cut off at hooe. It voold ^ 
tnfiunous to let our eoemies 



CHAP. X. THE JACOBIN CONQUES'l. 3 

I. 
That each Jacobin band should be invested wiih the local 
dictatorship in its own canton is, according to the Jacobins, a 
natural right. It becomes the written law from the day that the 
National Assembly declares the country in danger. " From that 
date," says their most widely read journal,' and by the mere fact 
of that declaration, " the people of France are assembled and 
insui^ent. They have re])ossessed themselves of the sovereign 
power." Their magistrates, their deputies, all constituted author- 
ities, return to nothingness, their essential being. And you, 
temporary and revocable representatives, " you are nothing but 
presiding officere for the people ; you have nothing to do but to 
collect their votes, and to announce the result when they shall 
have been cast with due solemnity." — Nor is this the theory of 
the Jacobins only; it is also the official theory. The National 
Assembly approves of the insurrection, recognises the Commune 
as much as it may, it makes little of itself, puts aside its power; 
it remains only provisionally in office, and this in order that it 
may not leave the office vacant. It refrains from exercising 
power, even to provide its own successors; it merely "invites" 
the French people to organise a national convention; it con- 
fesses that it has "no right to put the exercise of sovereign power 
under binding rules"; it does no more than to "indicate to citi- 
lens" the rules for the elections "to which it invites them to 
conform." ' Meanwhile it is subject to the will of the sovereign 
people, then so-called; it dares not resist their crimes; it inter- 
feres with assassins only by entreaties. — Much more; it author- 
ises them, either by ministerial signature or counter-signature, to 
begin thcT work elsewhere, Roland has signed Foumier's 
commission to Orleans ; Danton has sent the circular of Marat 
over all France. To reconstruct the departments the coun- 
cil of ministers sends the most infuriated members of the Com- 
mune, Chaumelte, Fr^ron, Westermann, Auduoin, Huguenin, 
Momoro, Couthon, Billaud-Varennes,^ and others still more dis- 
graced or coaise, who preach the purest Jacobin doctrine. 
"They announce openly* that laws exist no more; that since 

'"LaRirolutiaiu lie I'iris," bjl Pnidhummc, Vol XI]I. pp 59-63 (nlhof JiUy, 179«J. 
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dae r«xte se sov^sc^ai. evcrr one is master ; that each fracM 
ct lae 2;ir5aa caa cake sach l ae asui e s as suit it, in the name of 
±e coaarr's $ood: that tiier hare the right to tax coni,toseiie 
X -JL 3e liborsr s ^ekk. to exit ofi* the heads of the ^miexs w1m> 
3> brc^ ther g:nin to nurket" At Lisieux, agiarian lav 



s preacf&ed br I>2ixir and Monkoco. At Douai, other dediia- 
es roin Fus sar to the popular dob, ^ Prepare scafblds; Id 
ne wil1& cc :^ en- facsde with galkms^ and hang upon theoi 
evesT 3122 v^ ooes doc accept our opinioos." Nothing is moie 
Jopcil. aaore iz coQttxniCT wish their principles. The joumak, 
Z ti&e cocseqaecices irom them, ezpouid to the people 
ro^ CKT sboojd derire from their reconquered sover- 
** Uocer d^ pcesent drcimistances, community of goods 
is rue jaw : e ie r i'rtfr . g betong^ to everybod j. Besides, an eqaal- 
£ cf ixtaKS msc be brought about, a levelling, which shil 
radoos pracfp2e of the preponderance of the ridi 
>rrer ^e poor.'' This reftbrm is all the more pressing becaiae 
*±ie iwxMC. the real sovereign people, hare nearly as raanj 
erggys xs rienr are p r oprietors, large merchants, financiers, aad 

In a tfme of reroladon, we must regard all men 
oce run esoQ^ as the enemies, secret or avoved, 
v< rcccliT cr^remnicnL" Tnerefore, **let the people of cadi 
orcr=::rse. r<^cce diey q;iit ihcxr homes for the army, put aO those 
wbr ire 5;25w«ctei oc roc k>riag liberty in a secure place, and under 
:be SI>^-k«7c:^ of die liw ; let them be kept shut up until the 
wiT Sf ecoed ; kt rhesi be guarded with pikes," and let cadi 
coe cc r«r j::iariii25 receive thirty sous per day. As for the 
r^LTTsozs vV ±e riZea government, the members of the Paris 
crect-VT. - whh Rceceser arid Blonde! at their head," as for the 
crc^rxl oQcers. - with Lata veite and d' Aflfry at their head," as 
ire -*ibe iii>c<v-tin^ depctjes of the Constituent Assembly, with 
KiTiive aod Laraed: a: tfcea^ head," as for the Feuillant deputies 
c£ uie LepsLiri^^ Assembly, - with Ramond and Jaucourt at their 
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bead."' as for "all those who consented to soil their hands in 
louching the civil list," as for " the 40,000 hired assassins who 
woe gatbcred at the palace on the night of August 9-10, they 
■re funoos monsters, who ought to be strangled to the last one. 
Peofde ! you have risen ; keep your feet until not a single one of 
tboc conspirators remains alive. It is a part of your humanity 
to show youreelves inexorable for once. Strike terror to the 
wicked. The proscriptions which we make it your duty to im- 
poac ve the holy wrath of your country." There is no mistaking 
Uti*; it is a tocin sounding against all the powers that be, 
agiiiat all social superiority, against administrations, tribunals, 
miliiir}- authority, against priests and nobles, proprietors, capi- 
Ulisis, the leaders in business and industry ; it is sounding, in 
ihon. against the whole ^lite of France, whether of old or recent 
wipn. The Jacobins of Paris, by their journals, their examples, 
thar missionaries, give the signal ; and in the provinces their 
kiadreil spirits, imbued with the same principles, only wait the 
nmmons to hurl themselves forward. 

II. 
In many departments' they have forestalled the summons. In 
tin Var, for example, pillages and proscriptions commence with the 
Bwith of May. According to custom, they first seize upon the 
CUdcs and the monasteries ; although they have become national 
pmpcfty, ihey allege for their reason now that the administration 
"k too slow in carrying out sentence against the imigrh" now 
llui "the chSteau, standing on an eminence, weighs upon the 
ah i bit a n ts." ' There is scarcely a village in France that does not 
onoin two-score wretches who are always ready to till their hands; 
Bacily ihu number plundered completely the chateau of Monta- 

'OftlK ricndi Knnlmian." I, Jfi. In tenof ihc depvUBSIlD ihe (emlk jixrw™ 
M^^ Ac leah wiAoui > bmk. Among uhct ciunpln. (hii Ieiiet fiom the DdminU- 
■^rfTn, JliHI*, 1 791. mr be read ("Anhiva Kuimula," F'. 3.iri). "NunMT. 
dly (CMIna) and ibe eoudlry. They emeied foidWy Ihe 
e, tbey pillaged evciythini 
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\ MMDE, onyiag off "brahnre, produce, clothing, n-en the jugs 
I and botdes in the cetUr." There are the same doings bjr the 

■e bmd at the chlleau of ToumoD ; the chateau of Salnne it 

ned, that of FUgose is pulled down ; the canal of Cabtis i) 
I deuioyed; tbcn the coovent of Moncrieux, the chiteaux of 
, Gcaa^ of Canet, of R^gussc. of Brovaz, and still otheit, at 

nstucd, and the de\-astaiioDs are roade "daily, 
posabk to soppress tiiis country brigandage. The teigiuBg 

pm wakanng authority in the magistrates' hands, and tin 
dobs, "wiiicfa cover the departinent," have diffused the femunU- 
tkn of uuuchy cvcn-irheTe. Administrators, judges, raunicipi] 
officcB, sS trbo are invested vith any authority, and vho lun 
ttic coorage to nse it in making the law respected, are one by mc 
dcBoaaced by public opinion as enemies of ihe constitution ind 
■nd of Gbet^ ; because, people say, " they talk of nothing but 
ibe law, as if tiKy did not know that the will of the ptqde 
naka die lav, and that we are the people." ' This is the ml 
princjpte; here, as at Paris, it instandy begets its coDsequnK& 
"Id many of these dubs nothing is discussed but the plunder- 
B^ of estates and cutting off the heads of aristocrats. And *l0 
axe meant by this in&unous name? In the cities, the greH 
tnden, the rich proprietois ; in the country, those whom we aS 
fte bo uige o b ; everywhere, the peaceable citizens, the friends of 
Older, trbo wish to enjoy, under the shadow of the prottcliij 
bw, the blessiDgs of the Constitution. Such was the ngec' 
their denunciiiions that in one of these clubs a good and txTK^ 
peasant was denoimced as an arisiocrut ; the whole of hb ins- 
locmcy osoststing in his having said to those who plundered ihc 
dttletu of their sdgneur, already mentioned, that they woidd 
not enjoy in peace the 6\iiis of their crime." — Here is the Jico* 
Ihd pn^nunme of Paris in advance, namely, the division of ^' 
French mto two classes, the spoliation of one. the despotisai rf 
Ihe other, the destruction of the well-io-do, orderly and hontf 
onder the ticorion of those who are not so. 

Here, Vi ta Paris, the programnie is carried out step by 

' - An*w« yMtwiWi.- \jsaa <i it. 
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At Beau^set, near Toulon, a man named Vidal, captain of the 
National Guard, "twice set at liberty by virtue of two consecu- 
tive amnesties,"' punishes not resistance merely, but even mur- 
murs, with death. Two old men, one of them a notary, the 
other a turner, having complained of him to the public prose- 
cutor, the general alarm is beaten, a gathering of armed men is 
formed in the street, and the complainants are clubbed, riddled 
with balls, and their bodies thrown into a pit. Many of their 
friends are wounded, others take to flight; seven houses are 
sacked, and the municipality, "cither overawed or in complicity," 
makes no interference until all is over. There is no way of pur- 
suing the guilty ones ; the foreman of the jury, who goes, escorted 
by a ihousand men, to hold an inquest, can get no testimony. 
The municipal officers feign to have heard nothing, neither the 
general alarm nor the guns fired under their windows. The 
Other witnesses say not a word ; but they declare, soHo vo(e, the 
reason for their silence. If ihey should testify, "they would be 
sure of being killed as soon as the troops should have gone 
away." The foreman of the jury is himself menaced; after 
remaining three-quarters of an hour, he finds it prudent to leave 
the city. — After this the clubs of Beausset and of the neighbor- 
hood, gaining hardihood from the impotence of the law, break 
out into incendiary propositions : " It is announced that after the 
troops retreat, nineteen houses more will be sacked ; it is pro- 
posed to behead all aristocrats, that is to say, all the land-owners 
in the country." Many have fled, but their flight does not 
satisfy the clubs. Vidal orders those of Beausset who took 
refuge in Toulon to return at once ; otherwise their houses will 
be demolished, and that very day, in fact, by way of warning, 
several houses in Beausset, among them thai of a notary, are 
either pulled down or pillaged from top to bottom ; all the riff- 
raff of the town are at work, "half-drunken men and women," 
and, as their object is to rob and drink, they would like to begin 
again in the principal town of tlie canton. — The club, accord- 
ingly, has declared that "Toulon would soon see a new St. Bar- 
tholomew"; it has allies there, and arrangements are made; 
each club in the small towns of the vicinity will furnish men, 
while all will march under the leadership of the Toulon club. 
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Al TouJon, as at Beausset, the municipality will let thin^ tab 
their course, while the proceedings complained of by the paUc 
prosecutor and the district and department administraton will be 
applied to them. They may send reports to Paris, and dcoouncf 
patriots to the National Assembly and the King, if they chomti 
the club will reply to their scribbling with acts. Their tun ■ 
Lanterns and sabres are also found at Toulon, and At 
nurders ihem because they have lodged COmpUiBB 
against the murderers. 

III. 

We can conjecture what it will do during the inlerregDuiD I 
what it dared to do when the government still stood on ia fee 
Facts, then, as always, furnish the best picture, and, to obuin 
knowledge of the new sovereign, we must first observe him cm 
limited stage. 

On the reception of the news of the loth of August, the Jj& 
obins of Saint-Afrique, a small town of the Aveyron,' Iikc«i 
undertook to save the country, and, to this end, like their fellot 
in other boroughs of the district, they organised themselves in 
an "Executive Power," This institution is of an old iai^ 
especially in the South : it had flourished for eighteen 
from Lyons to Montpellier, from Agen to Nismes ; but after the 
interregnum, its condition is still more flourishing; it comisu<f 
a secret society, the object of which is to carry out piaclicadf 
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the motions and instructions of the dab.* Ordinarily, they work 
Bt night, wearing masks or slouched hats, with long hair falling 
over the face. A list of their names, each with a number oppo- 
Mte to it, is kept at the meeting-place of the society. A triangu- 
lar club, decked with a red ribbon, serves them both as weapon 
and badge; with this club, each member "may go anywhere," 
»id do what seems good to him. At Saint-Afrique they number 
about eighty, among whom must be counted the rascals forming 
ihe seventh company of Tarn, staying in the town ; their enroll- 
ment in the band is effected by consiantly " preaching pillage to 
ihem," and by assuring them that the contents of the chiieaux 
ID the vicinity belong lo them.' — Not that the chateaux excite 
any fear; most of thera are empty; neither in Saint-Afrique nor 
in the environs do the men of the ancient regime form a party; 
for many months orthodox priests and the nobles have had to 
fly, and now the well-lo-do people are escaping. The popula- 
tion, however, is Catholic ; many of the shop-keepers, artisans, 
and farmers are discontented, and the object now is to make 
these laggards keep step. — In the first place, they order women 
. of every condition, work-girls and servant, to attend mass pcr- 
fbnned by the sworn cur^, for, if they do not, they will be made 
acquainted with the cudgel. — In the second place, all the sus- 
pected are disarmed; they enter their bouses during the night in 
force, unexpectedly, and, besides their gun, carry off their pro- 
visions and money. A certain grocer who persists in his luke- 
warmness is visited a second nme; seven or eight men, one 
evening, break open his door with a stick of timber ; he takes 
refuge on his roof, dares not descend until the following day at 
dawn, and finds that everything in his store has been either stolen 
or broken to pieces." In the third place, there is "punishment 
of the ill-disposed." At nine o'clock in the evening a squad 
knocks at the door of a distrusted shoemaker ; it is opened by 
his apprentice; six of the ruffians enter, and one of them, show- 
ing a paper, says to the poor fellow : " I come on the part of the 
Executive Power, by which you are condemned to a bastinado- 
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ing." "\\Tiatfor?" "If you have not done anrthing wrmg, 
you are thinking about it,"' and so they beat him in the presence 
of his family, and many others like him are seized and unmerd- 
fuUy beaten on their own premises. — As to the expenses of ihe 
operation, these must be defrayed by the malevolent ThcK, 
therefore, are taxed according (o their occupations ; this or thil 
tanner or dealer in caide has to pay 36 francs ; another, a haiw, 
72 francs ; otherw-ise "they will be attended to thai very ni^ 
at nine o'clock." Nobody is exempt, if he is not one of the 
band. Poor old men who have nothing but a five-franc assigut 
arc compelled to give that ; they take from the wife of " a ground- 
digger," whose savings consist of seven sous and a half^ ik 
whole of this, exclaiming, "that is gOod for three mugs of 
wine."* When money is not to be had, they take goods in 
kind ; they make short work of cellars, bee-hives, cloth es-prcssei 
and poultry -yards ; they eat, drink, and break, giving theoiseli'ei 
up to it heartily, not only in the town, but in the neighboring 
villages. One detachment goes to Brusque, and proceeds » 
vigorously that the mayor and syndic- attorney scamper off actOK 
the fields, and dare not return for a couple of days.' At Veno^ 
the dwelling of ihe sworn cure, and at LapejTC, that ofibe 
sworn vicar, are both sacked ; the money is stolen and the O^ 
are emptied. In the house of the cur^ of Douyrc. " fumilurei 
clothes, cabinets, and window-sashes are destroyed " ; they fe** 
on his wine and the contents of his cupboard, throw away w 
they could not consume, then go in search of the curi and M* 
brother, a former Canhusian, shouting that "their heads louilbc 
cut off, and sausage-meat made of the rest of their bodies!* 
Some of ihera, a Hide shrewder than the others, light on a priMJ 
for example, a certain Bourgui^re, a trooper of ilte line, seucil » 
vineyard belonging to an old lady, the widow of a physician and 
former mayor ; * he gathered in its crop, " publicly in open diy*. 
for his own benefit, and warns the proprietress that he wtU Ul 
her if she makes a complaint against him, and, as she probil^ 
does complain of him, he obliges her, in the name of the Exec*: 
live Power, to pay him fifty crowns damages. — As to the r 
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eir reward, besides their carousings, Is perfeo-' 
houses invaded at eleven o'clock 
be father flies, or the husband screams un 
the villains stations himself at the entranc 
s hands, and the wife or daughter remai 
rs ; they seize her by the neck and 
I vain does she scream for help. "Nobody in Saint- 
1 go outdoors at night"; nobody comes, and, the 
Bday, the ju^-de-paix dares not receive the complaint, 
' e is alraid himself." — Accordingly, on the 23d of Sep- 
■ municipal oflicei^ and the town-clerk, who made 
I, were nearly beaien to death with clubs and stones ; 
1 of October another municipal officer was left for 
night before this, a lieutenant of volunteers, M. Ma- 
"tiying to do his duty, was assassinated in his bed by his 
len." Naturally, nobody dares whisper a word, and, after 
anths of this order of things, it may be presumed that at 
uticipal elections of the list of October, the electors will 
ilc. In any event, as a precaution, their notification eight 
)efore, according to law, is dispensed with ; as extra pre- 
1, they are informed that if they do not vote for the Execu- 
owCT, they will have 10 do with the triangular cudgel.* 
isequencc of this, most of them stay away ; in a town of 
00 active citiiens, 40 votes give a majority ; Bourgougnon 
amis, the two chiefs of the Executive Power, are elected, 
layor, and the other syndic-attorney, and henceforth the 
" r they seized by force is conferred on them by the law. 

IV. 

■ about the type of government which starts up in every 
% of France after the 10th of August ; the club reigns, 
I and processes of its dictatorship are different, 
:umstances. — Sometimes it operates directly 
■ executive band led by it, or through the rioting 
which it launches forth. Again, it operates indirectly 
e electoral assembly, of which it controls the election. 
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or through (be municipality, which is its accomplice. Mim. 
administrations are Jacobin, it governs throagh ibcm. If ibcf 
ate passive, it governs alongside of them. If they aic refiae- 
tory, it purges them,' or brealLS them up,* and, to put the* 
down, it resorts not only to blows, bat even to mutder* lad 
massacre.* Between massacre and threats, all middIe«NBia 
meet, the revolutionary seal being everywhere impresKd nb 
inequalities of relief. 

In many places, threats suflice. In regions where the a- 
petameni of the people is cool, and where there is no rsisunce. 
it is useless to resort to affrays. Of what use is sbttghier id i 
town like Anas, for instance, where, on the day of the civic m*K 
the president of the department, a prudent inillioaaire, stiA) 
through the streets arm in arm with Aunty Duchesac, who i* 
cooVies down in a cellar, where, on election days, ibe u)«»- 
people, through cowardice, elect the dub candidates under tie 
pretence that "rascals and beggars " must be sent ofiT to P»i>ilo 
purge the (own of them ! * It would be labor lost to strike ie» 
pie who cringe and crouch so well.* The faction is content to 
mark them as mangy curs, to put them in pens, hold them «ti 
leashes, and to annoy them.'' It posts at the entrance of tk 
guard-room a list of inhabitants related to an /mtgr^; it Bukd 
iliary visits; it draws up a fancied list of the suspccicil,aa 
hich list all that are rich are found inscribed. It intulti ad 
them; it confines them to the town; it forbids thm n 
outside of it even on foot ; it orders them to present tfita- 
selves daily before its committee of public safely ; it condcms 
them to pay their taxes for a year in twenty-four hours ; u bnab 
the seals of their letters; it confiscates, demolishes, awt tA 
their family tombs in the cemeteries. This is all in order, u «3 
as the religious persecution, the irruption into private chif^J 




■Fortnmple, 
Vimnt," p. 14. 
"Pant. "HUtM 


lUmog« 


Aug, 16. -tf L«. 


uGuibcn, 


■■|ePmi&™ 


n diJoKph I.el»d," I. 60. 


R».«.u 


QDoTibc Arm 


•rph L<bon i> p™ 




y«Srpn6, 






•For=«(Bpte. 


iCunin 








• For^nipk. 


I Toill<Bi. 
















■/fcfll.p. 38: ' 


M de M- 


— , who had leryrf for thirty ittn, (svc up 


vhn natcd hba 










' Pirii. Hid., j> 


5} •ad 1 


< foLkoidt p.|« 


-Albm 


BJ»=.u."Hi« 


1"3.S7S— S-utty, III. ch- 









THE JACOBIN CONQUEST. 245 

vbcTC mus is said, blows wiih gun-stocks and the fist bestowed on 
(be oSiuaEuig priest, the obligation of orthodox parents to have 
their children baptised by the schismatic cur^, the expulsion of 
nuns, aod the pursuit, imprisonment and transportation of un- 
■won ecclesiastics. 

But if the domination of the dub is not always a blood)- one, 
its jiutgnients are always those of an armed man, who, putting 
ha gun to his shoulder, aims at the wayfarers whom he has 
MOppcd on the road; when ihey kneel down and lender their 
panes, the shot is not fired. But it is ready to be fired, never- 
ibeless, and, to be certain of this, we have only to look at the 
ihrivellcd hand which grasps the lock. We are reminded of 
those swarms of banditti which infested the country under the 
udeot rigime ; ' the double-girdle of smugglers and receivers 
cndxaced within twelve hundred leagues of internal excise- 
duties, the poachers abounding on the four hundred leagues of 
(utnJed captatnries, the deserters so numerous that in eight 
jeits they amounted to si.xty thousand, the mendicants with 
*hich the prisons overflowed, the thousands of thieves and vag- 
ibonds thronging the highways, all that police-game which the 
RcvolotKiD let loose and armed, and which, in its turn, from 
pme, became the hunters of game. For three years these strong- 
<nae<] rovers have served as the kernel of \oca\ Jacqueries ; at the 
proctu lime they form the staff of the universal jacquerie. At 
Ninaei,' the head of the Executive Power is a "dancing- master." 
The two leading demagogues of Toulouse are a shoemaker, an<l 
U actor who plays valets.^ At Toulon,* the club, more abso- 
fatte than any Asiatic despot, is recruited from among the indi- 
|EiU, sailors, hiirbor- hands, soldiers, "stray peddlers," while its 
' (muknt. Sylvcstre, sent away from Paris, is a criminal of the 
kvcM degree. At Rheims,' the princip.il leader is an unfrocked 
piieu, married to a nun, aided by a baker, who, an old soldier, 
ume Dear being hung. Elsewhere,* it is some deserter tried for 

■~IW Abbcm ttC(HBc." jBi, J9I, J9I. 
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robber)'; here, a cook or innkeeper, and there, a forraer lackcf 
The oracle of Lyons is an ex-commercial traveler, an emuliia 
of Marat, named Chalter, whose murderous dcliiium is com- 
plicated with morbid mysticism. The acolytes of ChJIier uc t 
barber, a hair-dresser, an old-dothes dealer, a mustard and iniw- 
gar manufacturer, a cloth -dresser, a silk-worker, a gauze-mal;«, 
while tl)e time is near when authority is to Tall into still mooer 
hands, those of " the dregs of the female population," who, Jided 
by "a few bullies," elect "female commissaries," lax food, and 
for three days pillage the warehouses.' Avignon has for iBnas- 
ters the Glacifire bandits. Aries is under the yoke of its porwri 
and bargemen. Marseilles belongs to "a band of »t«cI« 
spawned out of houses of debauchery, who recognise neiiJia 
laws nor magistrates, and ruling the city through terror."'— Uii 
not surprising that such men, invested with such power, useiliu 
conformity with their nature, and that the interregnum, which il 
their reign, spread over France a circle of devastations, robbciiti. 
and murders. 



Usually, the stationary band of clubblsts has an auxiliary buxJ 
of the same species which roves about. I mean the volunlKiS 
who inspire more fear and do more harm, because they raarchii 
a body and are armed.^ Like their brethren in the ordiniT 
walks of life, many of them are town and country vagabondi; 
most of them, living from hand to mouth, have been aitncloi 
by the pay of fifteen sous a day ; they have become soldiers faf 
lack of work and bread.* Each commune, moreover, hivia| 
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bera called upon for its army coniingent, "they have picked up 
■rhMocT could be found in ihe towns, bad fellows hanging 
•round street -comers, men with no pursuit, and, in the country, 
die miserable and vagabonds of every description ; either money 
orthe lot has secured nearly all of them," and it is probable that 
the various administrations thought that "in this way they would 
(lurgc France." ' To the wretched " bought by the communes," 
add others of the same stamp, procured by the rich as substi- 
tutes for their sons.' Thus they shovelled out of the social 
dunghill, and at the cheapest price, the natural and predestined 
iunato of houses of correction, poor-houses and hospitals, with 
tn utter disregard of quality, even physical, "the halt, the maimed 
ind the blind," the false and the spoiled, "some too old, and 
t<hen too young and too feeble to support the fatigues of war, 
oOicis so small as 10 stand a foot lower than their guns," a large 
number of boys of sixteen, fourteen, and thirteen ; in short, the 
reprobate of great cities as we now see him, stunted, puny, and 
Miuially insolent and insurgent.' " One-third of them are found 
unfit for service" on reaching the frontier.* — But, before reaching 
the froDlier, they act like "pirates" on the road. — The others, 

*C fanwa. " La VulDaUirc*.'' IM (Lciut of 1 dutnct idiDiniitntor of Moulin!, in OcA. 

*!.»•. H*. »6 {UOB c( Biron, No*. 7, 1791); mj (Letter of ihc eomiiuindei of Kmt 
!«■, Auc Tl; "f [L«nei of C^Bin Mauni). Dne-thinl al Ihe id baiciUan of Hiiiie. 
^4k b fuB|i««id of duldrcn i] and i4Tcmald. 
■JV>idltar. XIII. jtXSept >i). ManhaJLiicliDerud hit udi-de.cunpj<ul mill bcii^e 
kUkf Fwiua vohinusv— "Archim NnDonatei," B B, 16, 703. Uiicr by Ljibimcie, 
•t UcBEtal Flen. Aolweip, March 19, 1793. On ihe dejenion i- miuu of 
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with sounder bodies and better hearts, become, under the \ 

pline of constant danger, good soldiers at the end of x yesr. 
the mean lime, however, they make no less havoc, for, if thcf 
are less disposed to robbery, they are more fanatical. Nochmt 
is more delicate than the military organisation, owing to the &a 
that it represents force, and roan is always tempted to , 
force; for any free cotnpany of soldiers to remain inoflensive ■ 
a civil community, it must be restrained by the strongest cntit 
which curbs, either within or without, were wholly wanting indl 
the volunteers of 179a.' 

Artisans, peasants, the petty bourgeois class, youthful enlha* 
asts stimulated by the prevailing doctrine, they are still ngd 
more Jacobin than patriotic; the dogma of popular sov-ereignty, 
like a heady wine, intoxicates their inexperienced brain : they m 
fuUy persuaded that, "destined to contend with theeneroiesoftk 
republic, this is an honor which permits them to exact andiodw 
all things."' The least among them believes himself supoioru 
the law, " the same as Cond4 was," ' constituting himself a ku)f 
on a small scale, an avenger of wrongs, and an autocratic jim- 
ciary, the support of patriots and the scourge of aristocials, tiw 
disposer of lives and properly, and, without delay or formahiT. 
taking it upon himself to complete the Revolution on the ^ 
in every town he passes through. — He is not to be hindenJ in 
all this by his officers. " .\s he has created his chieb, they are 
of no more account to htm than any of a man's creations uuuBy 
are"; far from being obeyed, they are not even respected, "md 
that comes from resorting to analogies without considering mil>- 
tary talent or moral superiority." ' Through the natural eSecB 
of the system of election, all grades of rank have iaXxa upw 
demagogues and blusterers. "The intriguers, loud-talken, ud 
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especially great drinkers, have prevailed against ihc capable." ' 
Besides, to retain his popularity, the new officer will go to a 
groggerj- and drink with his men,' and he must show himself 
more Jacobin than they are, from which it follows that, not coti' 
lent with tolerating their excesses, he provokes them. — Hence, 
after March, 1792, and even before,^ we see the volunteere be- 
having in France as in a conc|uered country. Sometimes they 
make domiciliary visits, and break everything to pieces in the 
house they visit. Again, they force ihe re-baptisra of infants by 
the complying curfe, and fire on the orthodox father. Here, of 
their own accord, they make arrests ; there, they join in with 
mutineers and stop grain-boats ; elsewhere, they force a munici- 
pality to ta.\ bread ; farther on, they burn or sack chateaux, and, 
if a mayor happens to inform them that the chateau now belongs 
ti the nation and not to an /migr^, they reply with ■' thrusts," 
and threaten to cut his throat.' As the loth of August draws 
near, the phantom of authority, which still occasionally imposed 
on them, completely vanishes, and "it costs them nothing to 
whoever displeases them.* Exasperated by the perils 
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they are about to encounter on the frontier, they begin vu a 
the interior ; proMsionally. and aa a precaution, they ilesptttcb 
probable aristocrats on th« way, and ireat the officers, noUcs, wd 
priests they meet on the road worae than their cJub allies. f«, 
on the one hand, merely passing through, they are much lafcr 
from punishment than local murderers; in a week, lost in ite 
army, they will not be sought for tn camp, and they nuy b3 
with perfect security. On the other hand, as strangers and new- 
comets, incapable of deciding on persons the same as peopit 
the spot, on account of name, dress, and qualibcation, on coA» 
house rumors, on appearances, however venerable and hinulia 
a man may be, they ktU him, not because they know him, bd 
because ihey do not know him. 

VI. 

Let us enter the cabinet of Roland, Minister of [he rnterier.t 
fortnight after the opening of the Convention, and suppose hot 
contemplating, some evening, the foreshortened picture of ti» 
state of the country administered by him. His clerks hiit 
placed the correspondence of the past few weeks on his C4Ut> 
arranged in proper order ; his replies are noted in brief on ihe 
margin; he has a map of France before him, and, pUdoghi 
finger on the southern section, he moves it along the great \a^ 
way across the country. At every stage he turns over [he oorfr 
spending file, and passing innumerable reports of violence, he 
merely gives his attention to the great revolutionary exploiti.' 
Madame Roland, I imagine, works with her husband, and tht 
couple, sitting together alone under the lamp, ponder o»-er [bar 
work on setting the ferocious brute free in the provinces the sax 
as in Paris. 

Their eyes go first to the southern extremity of Ktaott. 
There,' on the canal of the Deux-Mers, at Carcassonne, tin 
populace has seized three boats loaded with grain, exacted hsA, 
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llwn a dimioution of the price of bread, then guns and cannons 
from the magazine, and, lastly, the heads of the administrators ; 
u inspector-general has been wounded by an axe, and the 
ijmLlic-allomey of the department, M, Verdier. massacred. — The 
Minister follows with his eye the road from Carcassonne to Bor- 
danx, and on the right and on the left he finds traces of blood. 
At Cutrcs,' a report is spread that a dealer in grain was trying 
10 raise the price, whereupon a mob congregates, and, to save 
lilt dealer, he is placed in the guard-house ; the volunteers, how- 
tvtf, force Open the guard-house, and throw the man out of the 
£nt-ftory window; they then linish him with "blows with clubs 
ud veights," drag his body along the street and cast it into the 
nvB,— The evening before, at Clairac,* M. Lartigue-Langa, an 
Miiwom priest, pursued through the street by a troop of men and 
wmen, determined to strip off his ca^ock and ride him on an 
•sj, found refuge, with great difficuhy, in his country-house ; they 
go there for him, however, fetch him back to the public promenade, 
lod there kill him. .\ number of brave fellows who interfered 
•Ht charged with ineivisme, and severely handled. Repression 
B impossible ; the department writes to the Minister that "at 
Ihia lime it would be impolitic to follow the matter up." Roland 
bow that by experience. The letters in his hands show him 
ihii iherc. as in Paris, murder engenders murder; M. d'Alespee, 
iSentleman, has just been assassinated al N^rac; "all reputable 
otitens formed around him a rampart with their bodies," but the 
nbUe prevailed, and the murderers, "through their obscurity," 
Oaped. — The Minister's finger stops at Bordeaux, There ihe 
fcifeaijon festiWties are marked with a triple assassination,' In 
order to let this dangerous moment pass by, M. de Langoirac, 
Vsf-general of the archbishopric, had retired half a league off, 
in the village of Cauderan, to the residence of an octogenarian 
print, who, like himself, had never meddled with public matters. 
On the 15th of July the National Guards of the village, excited 
tj Ihc sp>ceches of the previous night, take them both out of the 
tiwae, ind, by way of an extra, a third priest belonging in the 
Bd^borhood. There is nothing to lay to their charge ; neither 
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the municipal officers, nor the justices before whom thej « 
brought, can avoid declaring ihcm innocent. As a last rconne, 
they are conducted ta Bordeaux, before the Directory of the 
department. But it is getting dark, and the riotous cro«d be- 
coming impatient, makes an attack on them. The ociogctunu 
"is so pounded as to make it impossible for him to revive"; the 
tbb^ du Puy is knocked down and dragged along t^ a rcfc 
attached to his feet; M. dc Langoirac's head is cut off, txrtA 
about on a pike, taken to his house and presented to the ktvul 
who is told that "her master will not come home to suf^o.* 
The torment of the priests has lasted from five o'clock io d« 
rooming to seven o'clock in the evening, and the niuatdjid 
Buthorities were duly advised ; but they cannot pm ihcnMdnt 
out of the way to give succor; they are too seriously occn|Mri 
in erecting a hberty-pole. 

Route from Bordeaux to Caen. — The Minister's finger turns to 
the north, and stops at Limoges. The day following the fctioa- 
tion has been here celebrated the same as at Bordeaux.' .U 
unsworn pnest, the abb^ Chabrol, assailed by a gang of men ind 
women, is first conducted to the guard-house and then to [he 
dwelling of the juge-iie-paut ; for his protection a warrant of 
arrest is gotten out, and he is kept under guard, in sight, by foor 
chasseurs, in one of the rooms. But the populace are not stUr 
fied with this. In vain do the municipal officers appeal to it. ■■ 
vain do the gendarmes interpose themselves between it and iat 
prisoner ; it rushes in upon them and disperses them. Moot- 
while, volleys of stones smash in the windows, and the entixoce 
door yields to the blows of axes ; about ihiny of the viUiiM 
scale the wmdows, and pass the priest down like a bale of goods. 
A few yards off, "struck down with clubs and other instrumcDtS.' 
he draws his last breath, his head "crushed" by twenty mortal 
wounds. — Farther up, towards Orleans, Roland reads the follow- 
ing despatches, taken from the file for Loirel : * "Anarchyisa 
its height," writes one of the districts to the Directory of liw 
department ; " there is no longer recognition of any aotboiilj; 
the administrators of the district and of the municipalitiei nt 
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insulted, and are powerle^ to enforce respect. . . . Threats 
of slaughter, of destroying houses and giving them up to pillage 
prevail ; plans are made to tear down all the chateaux. The 
■imicipal authorities of Acheres. along with many of the inhab- 
itaxtts, have gone to Oison and Chaussy, where everything is 
smashed, broken up and carried off. On the i6th of September 
six UTDcd men went to [he house of M. de Vaudeuil and obliged 
hem to relum the sum of 300 francs, for penalties pretended to 
have been paid by them. We have been notified that M, Dede- 
fey will be visited at Ach&res for ihe same purpose to-day. M. 
de Lory has been similarly threatened. . . . Finally, all 
those people there say that they want no more local administra- 
tkm or tribunals, that the law is in their own hands, and they 
tidl execute it In this extremity we have decided on the only 
nXe course, which is to silently accept all the outrages inflicted 
npoo us. We have not called upon you for protection, for we 
art well aware of the embarrassment you labor under." — The 
best part of the National Guard, indeed, having been disarmed 
■I die counly-lown, there is no longer an armed force to oppose 
to a riot. Consequendy, at this same dale,' the populace, 
increased by the afflux of "strangers" and ordinary nomads, 
hangs a corn-inspector, plants his head on the end of a pike, 
dngs his body through the streets, sack live houses and bum the 
dirntlure of a municipal officer in front of his own door. There- 
upon, the obedient municipality sets the arrested rioters free, and 
kiweis ihe price of bread one-sixth. Above the Loire, the 
despatches of Ome and Calvados complete the picture. " Our 
disuici," writes a lieutenant of the gendarmerie,' " is a prey to 
brigandage. . - . About thirty rascals have just sackeil ihe 
cUtcau of Dampierre. Calls for men are constantly made upon 
us," which we cannot satisfy, "because the call is general on all 
tides." The details are curious, and here, notwithstanding the 
Uiniiter's familiarity with popular misdeeds, he cannot avoid 
Doting one extortion of a new species. "The inhabitants of the 
tSlages* collect together, betake themselves to different chateaux. 
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a the Ardennes, at Rheims and at ChSlons in the Manie, 
royes m the Aube, at Meaux in Seine-et-Mame, and at Ver- 
1 Seine-et-Oise.' — Roland, I imagine, does not open this 
file, and for a good reason ; he knows too well how M. de Bris- 

c and M. Delessart, and ihe other sixty-three persons perished 
at Versailles ; it was he who signed Foumier's commission, the 
head murderer. At this very moment he is forced to correspond 
with this villain, to send him certificates of "zeal and patriot- 
ism," and to assign him, over and above his robberies, 30,000 
&ancs to defray the expenses of the operation.' — But some 
among the despatches he cannot overlook, if he desires to know 
10 what his authority is reduced, in what contempt ail authority 
is held, how the civil or military populace exercises its power, 
with what promptitude it dispo^s of the most illustrious and 
most useful lives, especially those of men who have or do now 
command, the Minister perhaps making the refiection that his 
tum will come next. 

A philanthropist from his youlh up, a liberal on entering the 
Constituent Assembly, elected president of the Paris department, 
one of the most persistt-nt, most generous, and most respected 
patriots from firet to last, — who better deserved to be spared than 
M. de la Rochefoucauld ? Arrested at Gisors ' by order of the 
Paris Commune, he left the inn, escorted by the Parisian com- 
missary, surrounded by the municipal council, twelve gendarmes 
and one hundred National Guards; behind him walked his 
mother, eighty years of age, his wife following in a carriage ; 
there could be no fear of an escape. But, for a suspected 
person, death is more certain than a prison ; three hundred volun- 
teers of the Ome and the Sarlhe departments, on their way 
through Gisors, collect and cry out : "We must haVe his head — 
nothing shall stop us 1 " A stone hits M. de la Kochefoucauld 
on the temple; he falters, his escort is broken up, and ihey finish 
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him with clubs and sabres, while the municipal cotncS 
barely time to drive off the carriage containing iJie bdia.*« 
Accordingly, national justice, in the hands of the vc 
has its sudden outbursts, its excesses, its reactions, lh« efiixt 4 
which it is not advisable to wait for. For example, 4t Caobo^' 
a division of foot- gendarmerie had just left the town, lad i 
occurs to them that they had forgotten "to purge the prisoa* 
it retraces its steps, seizes the keeper, takes him to the HA(cl-4i 
ville, examines the prison register, sets at liberty thiMe wfcoi 
crimes seem to it excusable, and provides them triifa paspon 
on the other hand, it massacres a former royal prooitju, a 
whom addresses are found tainted with "aristocratic princ^rfci.' 
an unpopular lieutenant-colonel, and a sus{>ccted captiiiL- 
However slight or ill-founded a suspicion, so tnuch the ironc fci 
the ofticer on whom it fallsl At Charleville,' two loads of iM 
having passed through one gate instead of another, toAVotdl 
bad road, M. Juchereau, inspector of the manufacture of inl 
and commander of the place, is declared a traitor by the roldfr 
teers and the populace, torn from the hands of the munidpd 
officers, dubbed to the ground, stamped on, and subbed; !■ 
head, fixed to a pike, is paraded through Charleville, then 
M^zi^res, where it is thrown into the river running bctvcen tk 
two towns. The body remains, and this the municipality 
to be interred ; but it is not worthy of burial ; the mm 
obtain possession of it, and cast it into the water that it 
join the head. In the mean time the lives of the municip«loS- 
cers hang by a single thread. One of these is seized by 
throat ; another is knocked out of his chair and threatened i 
the lantern, a gun is aimed at him and he is beaten a»d kicked; 
subsequently a plot is devised " to cut off their heads and phi» 
der their houses." 

The disposers of lives, indeed, are also the disposers of pm^ 
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eity. Roiind has only to turn over the leaves of two or three 
fieports 10 see how patriotism furnishes a cloak for brutal license 
smd greed. At Coucy, in the department of Aisne,' the peasant- 
ry of seventeen parishes, assembled for the purpose of furnishing 
their military quota, rush with a loud clamor to two houses, the 
property of M. des Foss&, a former deputy to the Constituent 
Assembly, and the two finest in the town ; one of them had been 
occupied by Henry IV. Some of the municipal officers who 
try to interfere are nearly cut to pieces, and the entire municipal 
txidy takes to flight. M. des Fosses, with his two daughters, 
succeed in hiding themselves in an obscure comer in the vicinity, 
aod afterwards in a small tenement olTered to them by a humani: 
giardener, and finally, after great difficulty, they reach Soissons. 
Of his two houses, ''nothing remains but the walls, Windows, 
casings, doors, and wainscottings, all are shattered"; twenty 
thousand fiancs of assignats in a portfolio are destroyed o- 
carried off; the tide-deeds of the property are not to be found, 
and the damage is estimated at 200,000 francs. The pillage 
lasted from seven o'clock in the morning to seven o'clock in the 
evening, and, as is always the case, ended in a jollification ; the 
plunderers, entering the cellars, drank "two hogsheads of wine 
and two casks of brandy ; thirty or forty remained dead drunk, 
and were taken away with considerable difficulty." There is no 
prosecution, no investigation ; the new mayor, who, one month 
aAer, makes up his mind to denounce the act, begs the Minister 
not lo give his name, for, he says, " the agitators in the council- 
general of the Commune threaten, with fearful conse<]uences, 
whoever is discovered to have written to you."' — Such is the 
ever-present threatening under which the gentry live, even when 
venerable in the service of freedom; Roland, foremost in his 
files, finds heartrending letters addressed directly to him, as a last 
recourse. Early in 17S9, M. de Gouy d'Arcy* was the first lo 



(Ttw piUifdig Mko place SrpL ^.1 
• Leiwr of Goulard, mayor of Coucy, OcL (.— Ldier of OMclin, norary, No» 

Fa-*., Jan. .9. 1J9J, He .lata Ihat he ha. Hilmrf no complain 
*v for bin h« u much ditplcased- " A siiii nught plaft die in th< 



aot M. de 
anybody hu done 



tt mindt of the people in tbe levenlecn canuaunei coocBmed b'lhi 
. .iona]«," F<, 3,149. Letter of U. de Gouy lo Rilutd, Sept. 1 



as8 



THE REVOLUTION. 



put liis pen to paper in behalf of popular rights. A deputy o( 
the noblesse to the Constituent Assembly, he is the first to rail; 
to the Third- Estate ; when the liberal minority of the nobitSK 
came and took their seats in the hall of the Communes, he bad 
already been there eight days, and, for thirty months, he "iovsii- 
ably seated himself on the side of the 'Left.'" Senior n«jor- 
general, and ordered by the Legislative Assembly to suppress iht 
outbreak of the 6,000 insurgents at Noyon, '• he kept his rigorjui 
orders in his pocket for ten daj-s"; he endured their insulis; k 
risked his life "to save those of his misguided fellow-citiiens, and 
he had the good fortune not to spill a drop of blooA" Ex- 
hausted by so much labor and effort, almost dying, ordered into 
the country by his physicians, "he devoted his income to the 
relief of poverty"; he planted on his own domain the first lib- 
erty tree that was erected; he furnished the volunteers «ilh 
clothes and arms; "instead of a fifth, he yielded up a third (^ 
his revenue under the forced system of taxation." His childfW 
live with him on the property, which has been in the family four 
hundred years, and the peasantry call him "their father." No 
one could lead a more tranquil or, indeed, a more meriiorioffl 
existence. But, being a noble, he is suspected, and a delcgiic 
from the Paris Commune denounces him at Compiegne as hav- 
ing in his house two cannon and five hundred and fifty muskcU- 
There is at once a domiciliary visit Eight hundred mco, 
infantry and cavalry, appear before the chdteau d'Arcy in l»rtle 
array. He meets them at the door and tenders them the keyi> 
After a search of six hours, they find twelve fowling pieces and 
thirteen rusty pistols, which he has already declared. Hi 
appointed visitors grumble, break, eat and drink to the extent of 
a, 000 crowns damage.' Nevertheless, urged by their leader 
they finally retire. But M. de Gouy has 60,000 francs in reota^ 
which would be so much gain to the nation if he woitld 
grate; this must be efl'ectcd, by expelling him, and, moreorer. 
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daring his expuIsioD, they may fill their pockets. For eight daj s 
this matter is discussed in the Compi^gne club, in the groggeries, 
io the barracks, and, on the ninth day, 1 50 volunteers iss-it: from 
the town, declaring thai they are going to kill M. de Gouy and 
lU who belong to him. Inlarmed of this, he departs with his 
toily, leaving the doors of his house wide open. There is a gen* 
era! pillage for five hours ; the mob drink the costly wines, steal 
the plate, demand horses 10 carry their booty away, and promise 
10 return soon and take the owner's head. — In effect, on the 
JbUowing morning at four o'clock, there is a new invasion, a new 
pillage, and, this time, the la.st one ; the servants escape under a 
fire of musketry, and M. de Gouy, at the request of the villagers, 
■hoK vineyards are devastated, is obliged to quit that pari of 
tbe country.' — There is no need to go through the whole file. 
At Houdainville, at the house of M. de Saint- Maurice, at Noin- 
ld,on the estate of the Due de Bourbon, at ChanliUy, on the 
estitc of the Prince de Cond6, at the house of M. de Fitz-Janies, 
and cbewhere, a certain Gauthier, "commandant of the Paris 
detachment of Searchers, and charged with the powers of the 
Committee of Supervision," makes his patriotic circuit, and Ro- 
land knows beforehand of what that consists, namely, a dragon- 
oade in regular rorm on the domains of ail nobles, absent or 
present.' 

Favorite game is still found in the clergy, more vigorously 
banted than the nobles; Roland, charged with the duly of main- 
taoiag public order, asks himself how the lives of inoffensive 
pCMstS, which the law recommends to him, can be protected. — .\t 
Ttoyes, at the house of M. Fardeau, an old n on -conformist cure, 
an altw decked with its sacred vessels is discovered, and M. Far- 
deau, arrested, refuses to take the civic oath. Tom from his 
priaoD, and ordered 10 shout " Vive ta Nation ! " he again refuses. 
On this, a volunteer, borrowing an axe from a baker, chops off 
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his head, and this head, washed in the river, is bomc to the 
H6tel-de-ville.^ — At Meaux, a brigade of Parisian gendanncne 
murders seven priests, and, as an extra, six ordinary maleJactors 
in confinement,* At Rheims, the Parisian volunteers first make 
way with the post-master and his clerk, both under suspicion b^ 
cause the smell of burnt paper had issued from their chimnc)-, 
and, next, M. de Montrosier, an old retired officer, which is the 
opening of the hunt. Afterwards they fall upon two ecclesi- 
astics with pikes and sabres, whom their game-beatera have 
brought in from the country, then on the former cur6 of Saiot- 
Jean, and on that of Rilly; their corpses are cut up, paraded 
through the streets in portions, and burnt in a bonfire ; one of the 
wounded priests, the abb^ Alexandre, is thrown in still alive.' — 
Roland recognises the men of September, who, exposing dieir 
still bloody pikes, camu to his domicile to demand their wages; 
wherever the band passes it announces, "in the name of (he 
people," its "plenary power to spread the example of the cap- 
ital." Now, as 40,000 unsworn priests are condemned bjr the 
^^ decree of August 26 to leave their departments in s week ai>d 

^^L France in a fortnight — shall they be allowed to depart ? Eight 

^^1 thousand of them at Rouen, in obedience to the decree, charter 

^^1 transports, which the riotous population of both sides of the 

^H Seine prevent from leaving. Roland sees in his despatches that 

^H in Rouen, as elsewhere, they crowd the municipalities for their 

^H^ passports,* but that these are often refused ; better still, at Troycii, 

^^^^ at Meaux, at Lyons, at D&le, and in many other towns, the sanx 

^^^1 thing is done as at Paris ; they are confined in particular houses or 

^^^P in prisons, at least, provisionally, "for fear that they may congrc- 

^^V gate under the German eagle"; so that, made rebellious anil 

^^V declared traitors in spite of themselves, they may still remain in 

^^1 their pens subject to the knife. As the exportation of specie i* 

^^B prohibited, those who have procured the necessary coin are 

^^B robbed of it on the frontier, while others, who fly at all hazards, 

^^^ tracked like wild boars, or run down like hares, escape like the 
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fehop of Barra], athwart bayonets, or like the abb^ Guillon, 
iibvut sabres, when they are not strucic dawn, like the abbe 
Pcscbeur, by ihe blows of a gun-stock.' 

\X is getting far into the night. The files are too numerous 
iDd too large ; Roland finds thai, out of eighty- three, he can 
cuiuine but fifty ; he must hasten on ; leaving the East, his eyes 
ipin turn to the South. — On this side, too, there are strange 
li^U. On the 2d of September, at Chilons-sur-Mame,' M. 
Lhinlaire, an octogenarian and deaf, is returning, with his prayer' 
look tinder his ann, from the Mall, to which he resorted daily to 
teiJ his prayers. A number of Farisian volunteers who meet 
him. seeing that he looks like a devotee, order him to shout, 
"IfT'*- la Liberte !" Unable to understand them, he makes no 
rqiiy. They then seize him by the ears, and, not marching fast 
tnough, they drag him along; his old ears give way, and, ex- 
cittd by seeing blood, they cut off his ears and nose, and thus, 
the poor old man dripping with blood, they reach the H6tel-de- 
viHc. At this sight a notary, posted there as sentinel, and who 
ii » man of feeling, is horror-stricken and escapes, while the other 
M4lkiDal Guards hasten to shut the iron gates. The Parisians, 
«ill dragging along their captive, go to the district and then to 
the department bureau "to denounce aristocrats"; on the way 
they coaiinue to strike the tottering old man, who falls down ; 
they then decapitate him, place pieces of his body on pikes, and 
parade these about. Meanwhile, in this same town, twenty-two 
Haulcmen ; ai Bcaune, forty priests and nobles ; at Dijon, eighty- 
three heads of families, locked up as suspected without evidence 
or eKaminalion, and confined at their own expense two months un- 
der pikes, ask themselves every morning whether the populace anil 
the volaniecrs, who shout death cries through the streets, mean 
xa release ihem in the same way as in Paris.' — A trifle is suffi- 
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Roland's mind may be by the philosophic generalities with which 
a is filled, he has long inspected manufactures in this country ; 
the name of .every place is familiar to him ; objects and forms 
Me this lime clearly defined to his arid imagination, and he be- 
gins to see things through and beyond mere words, 

Madame Roland rests her finger on Lyons, so familiar to her 
twc years before; she becomes excited against "the quadruple 
aristocracy of the town, petty nobles, priests, heavy merchants, 
and limbs of the law ; in short, those formerly known as honest 
folks, according to the insolence of the ancient regime " ; ' she 
now finds there an aristocracy of another kind, that of the gutter. 
Follon-ing the example of Paris, the Lyons clubbists, led by 
Charter, have arranged for a massacre on a grand scale of the 
evil-dsposed or suspected; another ringleader, Dodieu, has 
drawn up a list by name of two hundred aristocrats to be hung; 
on the 9th of September, women with pikes, the maniacs of the 
suburbs, bands of " the unknown," collected by the central club,' 
underlike to clean out the prisons. If the butchery is not equal 
to that of Paris, it is because the National Guard, more ener- 
getic, hterferes just ai the momerit when a Parisian emissary, 
Saint -Charles, reads off a list of names in the prison of Roanne, 
already taken from the prison register. But, in other places, It 
arrives too late. — Eight officers of the Royal- Pologne regiment, 
in garrison at Auch, some of them having been in the service 
twenty and thirty years, had been compelled lo resign owing to 
the insubordination of their men ; but, at the express desire of 
the Minister of War, they had patriotically remained at their 
[>osts, and, in twenty days of laborious marching, they had led 
their regiment from Auch to Lyons. Three days after their 
arrival, seized at night in their beds, conducted to Pierre- Encize, 
pelted with stones on the way, kept in secret confinement, and 
with frequent and prolonged examinations, all this merely places 
their services and their innocence in stronger light. They arc 

( " LctiTQ auioenpbn dc Bdadame Roland." published by Madame fiancal ivt Ikjuo, p. 

■" Arehirct Nalionata," F^ %,%i%- — Lriia-of the nwyor and murucipal ofiicen of Lyons. 
Auf- t^^l^eltcf of Ihe depuly /rwfwrrwr of the conunune, Auff, 19. — Copy of a leiwr bf 
DfldKn, Auf- i7r iRobnd rcpUo with cDnuernalion and biys thai there muii be a prooe- 
cuiion.] — Official veiHin of iHc 9Eh of September, Aid Icneraf ihe munidpalily, SepL ii- — 
Mcnarin] of ihe olEcen of the RoyaM'alagne regiiDenl. Sept 7.— Lftiei of M. Periioy. 
Siher-in-liir oTone of ibe officen ilaio, SepL ig,— Manimcr-Teiiiaui, 111. 343.— Guithta dc 
),— Ballcydcr, " HiHoiR dy pcuple de Lyan," gi. 
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vaken from ihe prison by the Jacobin populace; of the eighi 
seven are killed in the street, and four priests alooK ^ih than 
while the display of their work by the murderers is still moe 
brazen than at Paris, They parade the heads of the dead ii 
night on the ends of their pikes; they carry them lo the PU« 
des Terreaux into the coffee-houses; they set them on thetaBo 
and derisively offer them beer ; they then light torches, enterdM 
C^lestins theatre, and, marching on the stage with their troplio, 
mingle together real and mock tragedy. — The epilogue is kxb 
grotesque and horrible. Roland, at the bottom of the file. «>* 
a letter from his colleague, Danton,' who begs him lo releas itw 
officers, already three months massacred, "for," says Daitoti 
"if no charge can be found against them, it would be cj-ioj 
injustice to keep them longer in irons." Roland's clerk mike' 
minute on Danton's letter: "This matter dbposcd oC" H thij. 
1 imagine the couple looking at each other in silence. Mulame 
Roland may remember that, at the beginning of [he Revuunoa, 
she herself demanded heads, especially "two illustrious leadi," 
and hoped "that the National Assembly would formaly trf 
them, or that some generous D^cius" would devote hintdf lO 
"striking them down."' Her prayers are granted. Theirialii 
about to begin in the regular way, and the Dccius dK bn 
invoked is everywhere found throughout France. 

The south-east comer remains, that Provence, desctibed 10 
him by fiarbaroux as the last retreat of philosophy and fKOdoa 
Roland follows the Rhdne down with his finger, and a> both 
banks he finds, as he passes along, the usual characterisu mi»- 
deeds. — On the right bank, in Canial and in the Card, " the de- 
fenders of the country" till their pockets at the expense of 
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payers designated by themselves ; ' this forced subscription is 
oiled "a voluntary gift." " Poor laborers at Nismes were taxed 
50 Irancs, othere aoo, 300, 900, 1,000, under penalty of devasta^ 
tion and of bad ireatnieni." In the country near Tarascon the 
volonieeis, returning to the old-fashioned ways of brigands, 
brandish ihc sabre over the mother's head, threaten to smother 
the aunt tn her bed, hold the child over a deep well, and thus 
«ton from the fanner or proprietor eten as much as 4,000 or 
5.000 francs; generally he keeps silent, for, in case of complaint, 
he is sure to have his buildings burnt and his olive trees cut 
<lown.* — On the left bank, in the IsSre, Lieu ten ant-colonel Spen- 
drier, seized by the populace of Tullins, was murdered, and then 
napcnded by his feet to a tree on the roadside ; ' in the Drfime, 
At volunteers of Card forced the prison at Mont^limart and 
bcked an innocent person (o deatii with a sabre ; • in Vaucluse, 
tlie pillaging is general and constant. With all public offices in 
their hands, and they alone admitted into the National Guard, 
fte old brigands of Avignon, with the municipality for their 
•cramplice, sweep the town and raid about the country ; in 
town, 450.000 francs of "voluntary gifts" are handed over to 
the Glacitre murderers by the friends and relatives of the dead ; 
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and equalicy," and to this effect they found, sa}-s one of them, 
"an anny of 1,200 heroes to purge the districts in which the 
twuTgeois arislocracy still raises its bold, imprudent head." Con~ 
sequeDtly, at Sonas, Noves, St. Remy, Maillane, Eyrages, Grave- 
son, Eyguiires, extended over the territory consisting of the 
districts of Tarascon, Aries and Salon, these twelve hundred 
heroes are authorised to get a living out of the inhabitants at 
pleasure, while the rest of the expenses of the expedition are to 
be borne " by suspected citizens." ' These expeditions are pro- 
longed six weeks and more; one of them goes outside of the 
department, to Monosque, in the Basses -.\1 pes, and Monosque, 
obliged to pay 104,000 francs to its "saviors and fathers," as an 
indemnity for iravelling expenses, writes to the Minister that, 
henceforth, it can no longer meet his impositions. 

WTial kind of improvised sovereigns are these who have insti- 
tuted perambulating brigandage? Roland, on this point, has 
simply (o question his friend fiarbaroux, their president and the 
executive agent of their decrees. " Nine hundred persons," Bar- 
baroux himself writes, "generally of slight education, impatiently 
listening to conservatives, and yielding all attention to the effer- 
vescent cunning in the diffusion of calumnies, petty suspicious 
minds, a few men of integrity but unenlightened, a few enlight- 
ened but cowardly ; many of them patriotic, but without judg- 
roeol, without philosophy " ; in short, a Jacobin club, and 
Jacobin to such an extent as to "make the hall ring with 
applause' on receiving the news Of the September massacre"; in 
the foremost ranks, "a crowd of men eager for office and money, 
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eternal denunciators, imagining trouble or exaggerating it 
lain for themselves lucrative commissions;"* in other w( r<li, the 
usual pack of hungry appetites in full chase. Perfectly lo com- 
prehend them, Roland has only to examine the last file, thai flf 
the neighboring departments, and consider their colleaguet In 
Var. In this great wreck of reason and of integrity, which il 
termed the Jacobin Revolution, a few stray waifs still float on the 
surface ; many of the department administrations arc compostil 
of liberals, friends of order, intelligent men, upright and fi 
fenders of the law. Such was the Directory of Var.' To get 
rid of it the Toulon Jacobins contrived an ambush worthyoftbe 
Borgias and Olivcretios of the sixteenth century.' On the iSth 
of July, in the forenoon, Sylvestre, president of the club, dit 
Iributed among his trusty men in the suburbs and purlieus of ihe 
town an enormous sack of red caps, while he posted his sijiini* 
in convenient places. In the mean time the municipal body, »^ 
accomplices, formally present themselves at the departmrtl 
bureau, and invite the administrators to join them in frawmiiinj 
with the people. The administrators, suspecting nothing, accom- 
pany them, each arm in arm with a municipal officer or delegate 
of the club. They scarcely reach the square when there nishS 
upon it &om every avenue a troop of red-caps lying in itiil 
The syndic-attorney, the vice-president of the departracni, and 
two other administrators, are seized, cut down and hung; 
other, M. Debaux, succeeding in making his escape, hides away, 
scales the ramparts during the nighl, breaks his thigh and liO 
there on the ground ; he is discovered the next morning ; a bJUld^ 

' " Archim NntiinukA." F*. %,\^r — t.£ltenuiJ pc 
YA. xi, i;g^ sud Venitu B. r^u WV; "Towimfa > 

Dwqy ciji luads of fumitufc . - - they broke the mim 

Munnled a SU.DCO rnwo. Rei»n of the eiecutict • 

mcncoCihe mnnidpaliiyof COiu^ On the iTlhorSeptaoibaMuni 

lutminiuraniiiraf the Boucho-du-Rhnne. lendi two nEucnEEn Uifcidi iTii fimiiiiiM m 

On ruching Apt M«itbt»n and hu collssue Betiiei ban ihi •Ehklei mliadad, ym^ 



■I Apt Net conmi iiiih a 



■ DeHberuioii dC ihe cd 



ac of TouJon. July 9 



and fiJIowinE day* — Tliu tt ihi ^M 



THE JACOBIN COXQUEST. 2(a, 

"fcd by Jassaud. a harbor- la borer, and by Lemaille, calling hiiii- 
"town hanger," come and raise hini up, carry him away in 
a baiTOw, and hang him at the first lantern. Other bands de- 
qMtch the public prosecutor in the same fashion, a districl 
admintstracoT, a merchant, and then, spreading over the countr}-, 
pilUge and slay among the country houses. — In vain has the 
coromaodant of the place, M. Dumerbion, entreated the munici- 
pality to proclaim martial law. Not only does it refuse, but it 
CDJuins him to order one-half of his troops back to their barracks. 
By vay of an offset, it sets free a number of soldiers condemned 
to tbe galleys, and all that are confined for insubordination. — 
Hdlcefonh ever)- shadow of discipline vanishes, and, in the foi- 
kming month, murders multiply- M. de Possei, a navy admin- 
isCnUor, is taken from his dwelling, and a rope is passed around 
bis neck ; he is saved just in time by a bombardier, the secretary 
of the dub, M. Senis, caught in his country-house, is hung on 
the Place du Vieiut Palais. Desidery, a captain in the navy, the 
cnri of La Valette, and M. de Sacqui des Thourets, are decap- 
itainj in the suburbs, and their heads are brought into town on 
Ihe enils of three poles, M, de Flotte d'Argenson, vice-admiral, 
t Dan of Herculean stature, of such a grave aspect, and so 
that he is nicknamed the " F^re Eternel" is treacherously 
to the entrance of the Arsenal, where he sees the lantern 
Ijr dropping; he seizes a gun, defends himself, yields to 
and after having been slashed with sabres, is hung. 
de Rocbemaure, a major-general of marines, is likewise 
ntnd and hung in the same manner ; a main artery in the neck, 
" by the blow of the sabre, spouts blood from the corpse 
lad tonns a pool on the pavement ; Barry, one of the execu- 
lioQen, washes his hands in it and sprinkles the by^standers as if 
bcKOwing a blessing on them. — Barry, Lemaille, Jassard. Syl- 
olher leading assassins, the new kings of Toulon, 
nfl&cienUy lesemblc those of Paris. Add to tliese a certain 
Tigoo, who gives audience in his garret, straightens out social 
■equalities, forces the daughters of large farmers to marry poor 
and rich young men to marry prostitutes,' and, 
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taking the lists furnished by the dub or neighboring municifoi- 
ities, ransoming all the well-lo-do and opulent persons inscribrf 
in them. In order (hat the portraiture of the band may be com- 
plete, it must be noted that, on the 23d of August, it attempted 
to set free the sixteen hundred convicts ; the latter, not comp!^ 
bending that they were wanted for political allies, did not dire 
sally forth, or, at least, the reliable portion of the Natioial 
Guard arrived in time to put their chains on again. But here 
its efforts cease, while for more than a year public aulliotitf 
remains in the hands of a faction which, as far as public order il 
concerned, does not even entertain the sentiments of a convicL 
More than once during the course of this long review iht 
Minister must have been conscious of a blush of shame; for, to 
the reprimands despatched by him to these listless adroinistn- 
lions, they reply by citing himself as an example : " You dcsiM 
us to bring arbitrary arrests before the public prosecutor ; h»« 
you denounced similar and yet greater crimes committed at ibt 
capital ? " ' — From all quarters come the cries of the 
appealing to " the patriot Minister, the sworn enemy of anarchy, 
to " the good and incorruptible Minister of the Interior, , , 
his only reproach, the good sense of his wife," and his sole 
return for this is condolence and dissertations: "To lament the 
events which so grievously distress the province, all administrv 
tions being truly useful when they forestall evils, it being vaf 
sad to be obliged to resort to such remedies, and recommend 
them a more active supervision."' "To lament and find coni 
lation in the obser\'ations made in the letter," which announc 
four murders, but calls attention to the fact that " the victintt i 
molaled are ami-revolutionists." ' He has earned on 
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iSaloguM with the village municipalities, and given lessons in 
GORStitutional law to communities of pDt-bre;ikers.' But, on this 
tantory, he is defeated by his own principles, while the pure 
jKobiits read him a lesson in turn; they, likewise, are able to 
deduce the consequences of their own creed. "Brother and 
Friend, Sir," write those of Rouen, "not to be always at the knees 
tfthe wmnicipu/ily, we have declared ourselves permanent, delib- 
cnttvc sections of the Commune." * Let the so-called consti- 
toted auihonties, the formalists and pedants of the Executive 
Council and the Minister of the Interior, look twice before cen- 
ioring the exercise of popular sovereignty. This sovereign lifts 
id vill and drives its clerks back into their holes ; spoliation and 
MoidcT, aU is just that it has done. "Can you have forgotten 
thai, after the tempest, as you yourself have said, at the height 
(rf the storm, it is the nation which saves itself? Well, sir, this 
ii what we have done.* . . . What ! when all France was 
mounding with that long expected proclamation of the abolition 
fA tyranny, you would be willing for the traitors, who strove to 
le-otablish it, to escape public prosecution I My God, what 
oauury is this in which we find such Ministers ! " Arbitrary 
tuea, penalties, confiscations, revolutionary expeditions, nomadic 
ganisons, pUlagings, what fault can be found with all that ? 
"We do not pretend that these are legal ways ; but, drawing 
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nearer to nature, we demand what object the oppressed have is 
view in invoking justice. Is it to lag behind and vainly pursue 
an equitable adjustment which judicial fonns cause to fly befoic 
him ? Correct these abuses or do not complain of the sovereign 
people suppressing them in advance. , . . You, sir, with so 
many reasons for it, would do well to recall your insults and 
redeem the wrongs you have inflicted before we hap|>en to ren- 
der them public." . . . "Citizen Minister, people flatter you, 
you are told too often that you are virtuous ; the moment this 
gives you pleasure you cease to be so. . . . Discard tix 
astute brigands who surround you, listen to the people, and 
remember that a citizen Minister is not the executor of the sover- 
eign will of the people." However narrow Roland may be, he 
must finally comprehend that the innumerable robberies and 
murders which he has conned over are not a thoughtless erap- 
tion, a passing crisis of delirium, but the manifesto of the victon- 
ous party, the beginning of an established regimen. Under this 
system, write the Marseilles Jacobins, "to-day, in our happjr 
region, the good rule over the bad^ and form a tody which allffrs 
fto contamination; whatever is vicious is in concealment or exttT- 
minatedy The programme is very precise, and acts from its 
commentary'. This is the programme which the faction, throagh- 
out the interregnum, sets openly before the electors. 





I. The second stage of the Jacobin conqaest — The importance and mo)- 
tilade or vacant officH. — II. The elections. — The young and the poor 
invited to the ballot-box. — Danger of the Conservative! if candidates. — 
Their chiefs absent themselves. — Proportion of absentees al the primary 
usemblics.— Ill- Composition ind tone of the secondary assemblies. — Ex- 
clnsion of "Feuillanl" electors, — Pressure on other electors. — Persons 
decled by the Conservatives obliged to resign.— Elections by the Catholics 
cancelled. — Secession of the Jacobin roinoriiies. — The election of their men 
made valid- — Public opinion not in accord with official selections. — IV, 
Composition of the National Convention. — Nomber of Montagnards at the 
(tart. — Opinions and sentiments of the deputies of the Plain. — The Gironde. 
— Ascendency of the Girondists in the Convention. — Tbeir intelleclaal 
character. — Their principles. — The plan of their Constitution. — Their fanat- 
kiiin.— Heir sioeerity, cnltare uid tastes.— How they diflei from pure 
Jacobins. — How they comprehend popular sovereignly. — Their stipulations 
with regard to the initiative of individuals and of groups. — Weakness of phil- 
osophic thought and of parliamentary authority In times of anarchy. — V. 
Opinion in Paris. — The majority of the population constitntioral. — The new 
regime onpopnlar. — Scarcity and dearness of food. — Catholic customs ob- 
Blmcted. — Universal and increasing discontent. — Aversion or IndifTerence 
to the Girondists. — Political resignation of the majority. — Modem customs 
incompatible with pure democracy. — Men of property and income, mana- 
faclnrers and tradesmen, keep aloof. — Dissensions, timidity and feebleness 
of the Conservatives. — The Jacobins alone form the sovereign people. — VI. 
Composition of the party.— *It5 numbers and quality decline. — The Under- 
lings. — Idle and dissipated workioen. — The suburban rabUe. — Bandits and 
blackguards.— Prostilutes.—The September actors.— VII. The rub ng rep- 
resentative man. — His mental character aod compass. — The political ideas 
of M. Sanle. 

I. 
We now reach the second stage of the Jacobin contiuest. 
After August lo the Jacobins, for three consecutive months, ex- 
tend and multiply all officers from the top to the bottom of the 
hierarchy, for the purpose of filling them with their own men. — 
In the first place, the faction installs representatives on the sum- 
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mits of public authority which represent itself alone, seven hu 
dred and forty-nine omnipotent deputies, in a Convention whic 
curbed neither by collateral powers nor by a previously esta. l>i 
lished constitution, disposes at pleasure of the property, the li\' 
and the consciences of all French people. — After this, throu^i 
this scarcely installed convention, it decrees the complete rcnewai ' 
of all administrative and judicial bodies, councils and directoria 
of departments, councils and Commune municipalities. ci*'il, 
criminal and commercial tribunals, justices and their assistants in 
the lower courts, deputies of the justices, national commissana 
to the civil courts, with secretaries and bailifft belonging to the 
various tribunals and administrations.' The obligation of having 
practiced as a lawyer is abolished by the same stroke, so that the 
first comer, if he belongs to the club, may become a judge with- 
out knowing how to write, and even without being able to read' 
— Just before this the staff of the National Guard, in all towns 
above fifty thousand souls, and afterwards in all the towns on the 
frontier, have to pass again through the electoral sieve.' In Ultc 
manner the officers of the gendarmerie at Paris and throughout 
Fratice have to submit once more to the election of their men. 
Finally, all the post-mastcra and cashiers of that department had 
to submit to election. — Again, this administrative weeding reaches 
all functionaries and employees not clecrive alongside of or be- 
low those who are, no matter how insignificant their serviL-e may 
be, however feebly and indirectly their office may be connected 
with political matters, such as tax receivers and assessors, direct- 
ors and other agents of streams and forests, engineers, notaries, 
attorneys, clerks and scribes belonging to the administntive 
bureaus, all of whom are subject to dismissal if thcj- do not ob- 
tain a certificate of civisra from their municipality : at Troyo, 
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©»I cf fifteen notaries, it is refused to four,' which leaves four 
places to be filled by their Jacobin clerks. At Paris,* " all honest 
folks, aU clerks who are educated," are driven out of the navy 
offices; the war department is getting to be "a den where every- 
body on duty wears a red cap, where all thee-and-thou each 
Mher, even the Minister, where four hundred employees, among 
which are a number of women, show off in the dirtiest dress, 
affect the coolest cynicism, do nothing, and steal on all sides." — 
Under the denunciation of the clubs, the broom is applied even 
It the bottom of the hierarchical scale, even to secretaries of 
village mayoralties, to messengers and call-boys in the towns, to 
jail-keepers and door-keepers, to beadles and sextons, to foresters, 
field -custodians, and others of this class.' All these persons must 
be, or appear to be. Jacobin ; otherwise, their place slips away 
ftom them, for there is always some one to covet it, apply for it 
and take it, — Outside of employees the sweeping operation 
reaches the commissariat ; even here there are the faithful to be 
provided for, and nowhere is the bait so large. The State, in 
ordinary times, is always the largest of consumers, and, at this 
moment, it is expending monthly, merely on the war, two hun- 
dred millions extra. What fish may be caught in these disturbed 
waters ! * AU these lucrative orders as well as paid employees 

< Dscrva oTKov- 1, 179*- — Alben Babcau, W 14. 39, 4"- 

•D<UHMna.llL joj, jj}.— Mioi de Meliio, "Miinoirn," I. 31, 33,— Gouvtmeui Muni.',. 
I^ofrcb. i^inj: "ThciOMofdiHirginBUinnappciintDbeiTiaiieduibJi:. Thcvenal- 

■-Aichrrei NuioBolH," F', 3.i6t. Ldier tt ihs iniinkipa] offkoi of Rwnbouillet, Oci 
i. inj- TlieT demmrcr a petitioD ef the Jicobini of ihe rown. »hD urivc 10 dtprive Tony 
i«c«tas «f ihcir plftcd, bejuly all wiih ^DJIks. "CAacCDUDl of Ihcjf oocc faaviag beeo in the 
T^T *' • pcijujwl kipf/' — Annul! {*'Souvctiin d"un ■eug^nain"). II. tj. He Teii[iii a 
vaa |d*«c >>c b*d in ihe AMa'guMt iBAnulaciarT, beauK, he Byi. " the iD«t iDHgnLficaDi 
ftW Wine Boufftit for, b« fbund bimHlT ocpoaed 10 waj kind of denuodarion." 

d HM,iBai £«aCB ID knd himielf to cmbeulcmepu," He tnet to tv«p out ihe vermin of 
m^t^ aaplaree^ mid a lonhwiih denounced by Manlr — Barbaroux, " M^mojm" (Ed- 
T— ■— T( It-eOETor Feb. J, 1791.) "I fiiund the Minuierof the Interiw in lean at the 

Vfldt 1k«4 bvn ia d» KTvice ooly four monthi. intlcad or five yean, at Ihe taw required, and 
iW Mtatect did ma darv to make an enemy of a man uT so ntuch iuHuence in the duba. 
VkAv a K«u. XXVIIL 19 <" Pubbcailnn dea piicei idalivea a.i 31 Mai." al CacD. by 
Bffrvis. JuBcat, <H(il; "My friend learned thai the place had been (irtn u another. 
*W had |Aid >a Unit to ibe depniy. — The placet in Ihe bureaus, ihe armiea, the admijiisii&- 

I ilii vwIt ■•■'■™ ™ diiiinf the followiiig yew (Mallet-Dupan, II. 36, M 
*na pMc attkiftn H ih* upiial alaoe amount id 3s.au" 




■76 THE RBVOLOTtOtf. ■<>(« IT. 

are at the dispo^tion of the Jacobin people, xnd iJ makes the 
distribution of them; it is a lawful proprietor, who comes home 
after a long absence and gives or withdraws bis custom as be 
pleases, while he makes a clean sweep in his own household. — 
The administrative and judicial services alone number 1.300,00a 
places, all those in the treasury department, in that of public 
works, in that of public education, and in the Church ; all posts 
in the National Guard and in the aim y, from that of commander- 
in-chief down to a drummer; the whole of the central or local 
power, with the vast patronage flowing from this. Never waa 
the like booty heaped together in a pile at one time on a public 
square. According to appearances, the election is to ofler [irizes; 
but it is dear enough that the Jacobins have no idea of surren- 
dering their prey to the chances of a free ballot ; they mean to 
keep it as they got it, by force, and will leave no stone 
to control the elections. 



II. 
They b^n by opening the way for themselves. From ihe 
first day ' a decree has suppressed the feeble and last guarantee 
which the law required in relation to the independence, good- 
stuiding and competency of the elector and the Hi^U. There 
roust no longer be any distinction between active and passive 
citinns; there must be no difference between the qualification 
nx of an elector of the first degree and that of ihe second de- 
gree; no electoral qualification whatever. All Frenchmen, except 
domestics, of whom they arc distrustful, supposing them under 
Iheir emi^oyer's influence, may vote at the primary o-ssemblages, 
•Dd IM longer at the age of twenty-five, but at twenty-one, » hicb 
brings to the polls the two most revolutionary groups, on the one 
hand tbc young, and on the other the indigent, the Utter in pro- 
(Kgtoos numbers in these times of no work, dearth and poverty, 
ttnouoiiDg in all to two millions and a half, and. perhaps, three 
, nUions o( new electors. At Besan^on the number of the teg- 
I kteml is doubled.* — Thus are the usual clients of the Jacobins 
nilted within the electoral pale, from which they had bitheno 
I been exchtded,* and. to ensure their coming, their patrons dedde 
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Ihat every elector obliged to leave his abiding-ptacc " shall receive 
twenty sous mileage," besides "three francs per diem for his 
jojoum." ' 

In gathering together their patrons they at the same time keep 
iway their adversaries. Here, the political brigandage through 
which they dominate and terrify France, has already provided. 
So iDSTiy arbitrary arrests and unpunished murders are a warning 
to all candidates unwilling to join their sect ; and I do not allude 
here to the nobles or friends of the ancient regime that have fled 
or are in prison, but to the Constitutionalists and the Feuillants. 
Any electoral enterprise on their part would be madness, almost 
a suicide. Accordingly, none of them step to the front. If any 
discreditable conservative, like Durand-Maillane, appears on the 
list, it is because the revolutionists have adopted him without 
knowing him, and because he is a sworn enemy to loyalty.' The 
test, who are more frank, and not disposed to don the popular 
livery and resort to club patronage, carefully stay away ; they 
know too well that to do otherwise would mark their heads for 
pikes and their homes for pillage. At the very moment of de- 
[losituig the vote the domains of several deputies are sacked 
limply because, "on the comparative lists of seven calls by 
name," sent to the departments from Paris by the Jacobins, their 
names art found on the right. ^ — Through an excess of precau- 
tion the Constitutionalists of the Legislative body are kept at the 
capita], their passports being refused to them to prevent them 
from returning into the provinces and obtaining voles by publicly 
staling the truth in relation to the recent revolution. — In like 
nuuDer, all conservative journals are suppressed, reduced to 
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silence, or compelled to tuni palinodisis. — Now, when one tui 
no organ for discussion, nor candidate for representaiiii-e, of whii 
use is it to vote ? And all the more, inasmuch as the primuj 
assemblies are places of disorder and violence,' patriots alone, 10 
many places, being admitted,' a conservative being "insohed 
and overwhelmed with nurabere," and, if he utters an o^od, 
exposed to danger, also, if he remains silent, of being visstdi 
with denunciations, threats, and blows. To keep in the back- 
ground, remain on one side, avoid being seen, and to strive B 
have it forgotten that one exists, is the rule under a pacha, uhI 
especially when this pacha is the commonalty. Hence the »b- 
senteeism of the majority j around the ballot-box there is in 
enormous void. At Paris, in the election of mayor and munia- 
pal officers, the ballottings of October, November and December 
collect together only 14,000 out of 160,000 registered, and then 
10,000, and, again, 7,000.^ At Besan^on, 7,000 registered vocm 
result in less than Coo ; there is the same proporrion in olbef 
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"Tiblenui di b Rivoluiian Cnng^K," I. 98. Letter oT Dwnour, vicc-| 
tion of the ThaHre-Fnuipuj, Oct. 39, — "Un Stjoui en Finocc," p. 
UHinbliei IK already begun in Ihu depxunent (Pu-de-Calii>>. Wc I 
church, whcR wc found young RobctpieTrc huviEUing on audicnGe as linle in 
ber u il wu b Uut of rnpecubiliiy. In odicr mpccu tuiue made up fiv all 
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juiliee in the caatw af RoqiKnuiun jGird), Oet. }t, 179). ud Jan. 13. t7,j,m «( 
iml proceedingi employed io IhU canLoa : Dutaur. pn^deni of the clulh Ut lila d 
aupport the notion fbc "lanterning" the crou-graiDed and all Uac pmriot^. , , C 
4lh of Norember "he forced caDtribuIiiKii by Ifarealenlng Io cut oS bead! and dewr 

houuL" He wna electedyv^v-cA-^aCr-— .Anaiher. Magiie, ""n "* ''"'tin ainiia tir 

liog up a gatlowt, provided thaiil wat nnf placed in franl of hia windo*!, and lUIDdai 
in ^dab that if people followed Ihe law ihey would never accompiiah ■nyifur^robeH 
bered " He waa elected member itf the department direciwy-^A third, Founkr, "■ 
^aweie voluntary lifta." He HM 



:eableci 









•Schnudl, "Pariier Zuilande," t. ^ ai 
109, 117, 119. (Ballol of Oct 4. 14.1JJ "' 
ic^Mj; Dec. «, 7,063.) 



le epithet ofarinDciai. of Fed 
cea to nuke bun mi otfen U % 
m reiaidiDg Ihe blme tdc* >tiik» 



THE JACOBIN CONQUEST. 



279 



towns, as, for example, in Troyes. In like Tnanner, in the rural 
uDlons. east of Doubs and west of Lo ire- Infi^ri cure, but one- 
lenili of the eleclore dare exercise their right to vote.' The 
ciccloral spring is so exhausted, so often disturbed, and so stop- 
ped up as to be almost dry : in these primary assemblies which, 
dinxtiy or indirectly, delegate all public powers, and which, in 
the expression of the common will, should be full, there are lack- 
utg six millions three hundred thousand electors out of seren 
millions. 

in. 

Through this anticipated purgation the assemblies of the first 
degree find themselves, for the most part. Jacobin ; consequently 
the electore of the second degree, appointed by them, are, for 
most part, Jacobin, and, in many departments, their assembly be- 
ooines the most anarchical, the most turbulent, and the most 
usurping of all the clubs. Here are found nothing but shouts, 
denunciations, oaths, incendiary resolutions, cheers whicii carry 
cverytbing before them, furious speeches by Parisian commis- 
saiies, delegates from the local club, passing Federates, and 
billingsgate females demanding arms.* The Arras assemblage 
sets free and applauds a woman imprisoned for having beaten 
■ drum in a mob. The Paris assembly fraternises with the Ver- 
utlles slaughterers and the assassins of the mayor of Etampes. 
The assembly of the Bouches-du-Rhflne gives a certificate of 
*ittue to Jourdan, the Glaci^re murderer. The assembly of 

4S. 46. ni— AU»n Ibbou.!. }i;._UUlM, "LcdumcIdeMuhecoul." 

Above the hutOTT oT ihc elccdotu of St. AfriqucL que of more thAii 600 ngU- 
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' "" manyihera^ hoMsl poapk &uycd « homer'" (Uejvw 

"VaysgeA Pva." UpwanU (he end of 1795,) 

'AiAItb Nuunita." CII. 1 10 li.faiiim. «ped.i1ly (he nKcul nporuof the anao. 
■ tf iW BDUchOHdu-Rh&u. Htnull and Parii. Speech by Batbsrouii (n the Decton] 
^ibly a/ ibcBnudio-dU'lUiAiie: "Brulhetiand fhendi, libcny wiUpetiih if you da not 
I ■*■ la ibc NAdobal CDQvealiap whoK heani are filled with haDcd of royalty. . . . 
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Sciae^a-UanK a{]pUttds die proposal to cast a cannon vhich 
H^ iiiiifMi tbe hod of Louis XVI. (or a cannon-ball and 
iR k at dtc OCB}'. — It is not surprising that an dectonl 
kodf widboat selPf«pect sbo«iM respect nothing, and pnciict 
■dFaMBfaboB ndcT tibe pretut of pari&caiton.' The object of 
Al 6 gp« i r, a^ i iy was to rctgD u once, wiihoni any cooisi. 
OB its owB aMhontf, and to expd all efiusive declors. Al Pim, 
V tfe Aiac, in Haute-Loov, in Ille-«t-V3dine, in Moines- 
la as HBwonbjr the members of old FeuQlano 
d ■XHBicbical dafaa^ sad the stgnen of constitutionalist pro- 
tab it cancels the elections in the canton d 
e the dkt, it says, are " mad aristocrats." In 
^Onw it drives awa^ an old Constituent. GoujmI de Pr^ln. b^ 
e be voted far die rcvisioa, also, hb soo-in-law, because he 
^ii Us sna-Bi-iav. In the Boocbes^lu-Rbdne, where the caoton 
t, bj mistake or tbrougb routine, sirore ** to motmain 
tndeit of the bngdom," it sets aside thc«e regressive 
noos, anHBcnces proceedings against the " act com- 
ad sends tnxips against Noves because the Nont 
lakcur, a |iBlice who is deaoiDced aik] id (kKI. has escaped 
^ ftiHa ibe dectonl den. — ^AAer the porificaiion of persons >i pro- 
ceeds lo Ibe porification of sentinieats. At Paris, snd in, al 
lease. Btne depanaicnts.* and in contempt of the law, it wg>- 
preaes the secret faoOot, lb« last te&ge of timid conservatives, 
and iap o a e s on cacli dedor a public vote by word of mouth, on 
Us naaw being ca&ed, that is to sajr. if be does not vote as he 
eaglM to, be has tbe taatera befcrc him.' Nothing could mcR 
saieljr conrcTt flattering voKtioo into comnMHi sense, while, in 
nany a place, st3t more poaerftil machinery is riolendy opposed 
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ID the dectians. At Paris the elections are carried on in the 
X of atrocities, under the frikes of the buichein, and con- 
dooed bjr their instigators. At Meaux and at Rheims the 
ActCfs in session were within hearing of the screeches of the 
mrdered priests. At Rheims the butchers themselves ordered 
Um electoral assembly to elect their candidates, Drouet, the 
ftmons pou-master, and Arrnonville, a tipsy wool-carder, upon 
rtich one-half of the assembly «-ithdrew, while the two candi- 
dates of the assassins are elected. At Lyons, t«-o days after the 
iDiBacTC, the Jacobin commander writes to the Minister: '"Yes- 
terday's catastrophe puts the aristocrats to flight, and ensures us 
the majority in Lyons." ' From universal suffrage thus sub- 
}ccief) to so much sifting, submitted to such heavy pressure, 
bcaied and refined in the revolutionary alembic, those who 
operate it obtain all they want in a concentrated extract, the 
({ointesscooe of the Jacobin intellect 

And yet, should this extract not seem to them sufficiently 
Mrmg. wbcre\-er they are sovereign, they throw it away and be- 
gin o^er again. At Paris,* by means of a purifying and surplus 
talloL ibe new Coxindl of the Commune undertakes the expul- 
Moo of its lukewarm members, while d'Ormesson, the mayor 
de« of the moderates, is assailed with so many threats that, on 
the verge of his installation, he resigns. At Lyons,' another 
noderale, Nivitre-Chol, twice elected and, by 9,000 out of 
It, 000 votes, is twice compelled to abandon his place; after him, 
Gilibeit, the physician, who, supported by the same voters, is 
ibout to obtain the majority, is seized suddenly and cast into 
prison ; even in prison, he is elected ; the clubbists keep him 
lli«re all the closer, and do not let him out even after extorting 
has resignation. — Elsewhere in the rural cantons, for example, in 
Fraochc-Coral^,' a number of elections are cancelled when the 
pemm elected happens to be a Catholic. The Jacobin minority 
frrquCDtly secede, meet in a tavern, elect their mayor or justice 
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cf de p( KC, xnd die raBdtty of his electioa is secured : 
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t votes xre oitQ beotuse given by^fonii - — 
Tke i CT po— e of Mi ici sa l socage thus appeainl to cin\v\ :- 
I thu whtcfa ti fauDcd for iL Indispuiable uc;^ n.ii 
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; tbere b betwecD an official choice and pub&c , 
>, how dn decnoiis give a coDtrarj- meaning to popnlir 
Tie dqanmeab of Deux-S^vrcs, Maine-et-Lcnn, 
:, Mocfaihaii, and Finisti^re, seiid only 
i to ifac CoDvenlion, while these sum 
n become the ipexhaustible nursery of ihc grot 
I'faree regicides out of ibm j 
% where, six months later, tbiiiy thoa- 
1 under the white Sag. Six rcgicido I 
S« tt nc dfjMbcs lepresent la Vend^ which is going Ion 
d of it to tbe other in the name of the King.' 
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mune, nearly all of thetn elected, as at Rheims and Paris, where 
tenof has the elector by the throat, "uncfer the clubs, axes, dag- 
gen, and bludgeons of the butchers." ' In other quarters, where 
Ibe physical impressions of murder have not been so tangible 
and kc«n, some sense of propriety has prevented too glaring 
dcctioDs. The inclination to vole for well-known names could 
not be wholly arrested; seventy-seven members of the Constitu- 
ent Assembly, and one hundred and eighty-six of the Legislative 
Aasembly enter the Convention, and the practical knowledge 
«1iiich many of these have of government business has given 
lltcn) some light. In short, the consciences of six hundred and 
fifty deputies are only in part perverted. 

Tltey xre aU, unquestionably, decided republicans, enemies of 
baditioo, aposdes of reason, and trained in deductive politics ; 
only OD these conditions could they be elected. Every candi- 
date is suppose to possess the Jacobin faith, or,iat least, to recite 
flie revoimionaiy creed. The Convention, consequendy, at its 
cpeaing session votes unanimously, with cheers and enthusiasm, 
|< Ibe abolition of royalty, and three months later it pronounces, 
' bjri large majdrity. Lisuis XVI. "guilty of conspiring against 
the IHieny of the nation, and of assaults on the general welfare 
of the State." * — Nevertheless, social habitudes still subsist under 
political prejudices. A man who is bom in and lives for a long 
time in an old community, is, through this alone, masked with 
IB imprint, while its observances crystallise within him in the 
diapc of sentiments: if it is well-regulated and civilised, he has 
jmotuni&rily arrived at respect for property and for human life, 
ud, in most characters, this respect has taken very deep root. 
Asy theory which may have weight with him does not wholly 
dearoy this respect; only in rare instances is it successful, only 
llBOOg those of coarse and defective natures; to lake full hold 
it requires to (all on the thinly-scattered inheritors of destructive 
appetites, on those souls which linger behind, and in which the 
s of an anterior dale are slumbering; then only does its 
E fiilly appear, for it rouses the ferocious or plunder- 
% instincts of the barbarian, the raider, the inquisitor, and the 

■wkH ct Rdv, XIX IT, uid XXVlll. 16S.— The king it declual KuHiy br «>) vols; 
■tmb frM MiiBC. ■• judgti : of thcH 17. >«. cilhcr u inJiTKluok k lefuluv^ dcclan 
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pK&x. On the co-trary, with ihe greatest number, dowhuK 
wS, BttsntT and humanity always remain powerful roottn. 
Norij «H ibcsc t^sbtois, bom amongst the average of the n 
de fins, at ai bottom, whatever momentary excitement aif 
sk BHuds, what tbey always have been up to the time bdii| 
advocates, attorneys merchants, priests, or physicians of tt 
aadem t^gime, anA what they continue to be later on, dod 
ad wm iM r aiOTS or xeakms funcliotiaries of the empire,' that is I 
say, ocdhuTT drfbed persons belonging to the eighteentb s 
ametcetith centuries, suHidcntly honest in private life to havtt 
desire to be equally so in public life. — Hence their horror of U 
STcfay, oi Muai,' and of the September butchers and robb 
Three dqrs aitei their assembling together they i 

" the preparation of a law "against the instigticil 
and asassination." "Almost unanimously," they dft 
site to raise a gnaid, recruited in the eighty-three depamnea 
against ihc armed bands of Paris and the Commune. Pkicn il 
elected as their first president by "almost the totality of nf 
bages." Roland, who has just read his report to them, is gi 
wid) the "loadest" applause &om nearly the "entire" Asscmblj 
In short, they are for the ideal republic against actual brigand 
Tins accounts for their ranging ihcmseNes around those upiigH 
and smccre deputies, who, in the two preceding AsserobUesi 
akmgside of them, were the ablest defendeis of both prindpl 
and humanity, around Buzoi, Lanjuinais, Potion, and 1 
Saint- Etienne; around Brissot, Vergniaud, Gu.idet, < 
Isnard, and C<miIorcet; around Roland. Louvcl, Barbani 
and the fire hundred deputies of the " Plain," marching m a 
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y under (he leadership of ihe one hundred and eighty Giron- 
I who now fonn ihe " Right" ' 

: latter, among the republicans, are the most sincere and 
k the roost faith, for they have been such a long time through 
HI, Study and system. Nearly all of them are reading 
^ letuoners, philosopher, disciples of Diderot or of Roua- 
, satisfied that absolute truth had been revealed by their 
1, thoroughly imbued with the Encychpidit or the Contrat 
I, Ihe same as the Puritans formerly were with the Bible,' 
e age when the mind is maturing, and fondly clings to gen- 
i ideas,* they espoused the theory and aimed at a reconstruc- 
I of society according to abstract principles. They went to 
\ accordingly as pure logicians, rigorously applying the 
1 and false system of analysis then in vogue. They 
I for themselves a picture of man in genera!, the same in 
s and iu all ages, an extract of man, or man reduced to 
■Dum ; considering thousands or millions of these reduced 
i, they erected their fancied wishes into primordial rights, 
volitions, and, from this foregone conclusion, drew up 
At chimerical contract of their impossible association. Tiiere 
ire to be DO more privileges, no more heredity, no qualifications 
of any kind ; all arc to be electors, all eligible and all cjual 
isembcTs of the sovereignty ; all powers are to be of short dale, 
ind CDnfcned through election ; there must be but one assembly, 
ciected and entirely renewed annually, one executive council 
dected, one-half renewed every year, and a national treasury- 
board elected, one-third renewed each year ; all local adminis- 
Bations and tribunals must be elected ; a refrrendum to the 
people, the electoral body endowed with the initiative, a con- 
itant api>cal lo the sovereignly, which, always consulted and 
always active, will manifest its will not alone by the choice of its 
atories but, again, through "the censure" which it will 




rZ3 H: * 1. 2 mox. book nr. 



^=7- TT -nc a«5 — S1I3: s :3ie C r««g.aaii on they forge for than- 

rmssdcnaDai.'' sars Coodorcet, "is nude 

n-r Am-nzE rsr rrijims wdl-off ; the Frends 

ms: suniic 'le maif ibr sH men.** — ^Thus entitled, it B 




oar i^jiiiiiAiig me : ef'srr iasdm^cfli that departs from it ii 
xr lanra" tiisi: snd. uieefere. fit cxily to be put dovs. 
IK Lspslarve Aasenibhr has done, and we ait 
lumu irt wTX. Tcsecxibao of Catholic conscienceii 
-TMCois nf icndfil prrocrty, through what en- 
nc lie jscal aioiu c ^i of the King, with what 
s He Tsnams se' die asdent regime, with what 
IT zmn; rr ibe Teccie. with vhat rigidit}*, huny and 
nnr vrm: wim: iTriynjss.* erra to plunging France into 
[ jrnctni wrnr. ir lie mnicyr of the vilest classes, even to 
ij; n He i^ismrrnw af il rrvrenuDCEt, the advent of philoi- 
Tzzv* -anxL He mimca: af reasoEL — ^The Girofxlist, when hs 
V^.-TTbL s rim ^j-' i e -d. i& a a< e t:h'ian . azx! he knows no scniplet 
l.mc dxs ie zer wTifi±er rine oo: of ten electors vote; he 
7^:c:i*^ nmsKiitr ^ tie uorciac^ re5:jcsentati\*e of the tea. 
l-n:c n.>s> ie :art wieirer re zrtxi maioritv of Frenchmca 
- ■ .r >:c JjEifcrini.-TT re :*i: : n is his business to impose on 
iTc'a ni- ."^¥1. l-Titt ii:«-5 re t-lt^ wbctbcr his former op|K)nents, 
i^nc ."^x.'^i. nii?* :n iT-i]'£s:£Socs. are honorable men or al 
c^ic i-i:r".:iN:-:i«i rtt • H ^:ri:ii *^ii:ac rhem ever\- rigorous legal 
Tr.vrriir^ irzis:».Ti:.r:c^ r.ciSscJLn^r*. civj death and physical 
:=^.':. Ii r-:s :*T i^ss rf :s :be ;^tx:iar>-. and his invesiiture 
> :c:^: w-rM :z».x r.zi tt iCirr^ r.iihL Tnere is no human in&t- 
iii^i.c 3C T«i!rLK-:»:»2S :.' :r.-~ as rr-a: oi absolute right, nothing 
:cr:-^ n.ir^*Lri»i jVc rr-e itscrjcn^x: :a him of the inheritance 
TT.i. : i^ zi-rrL i:a.r.':cs ii'ke 'r-uLi for him. — Within the narrow 
:i:-^'::s re ir «ir cr**i. b:w?\sr. ^le Girondists are sincere and 
r.t:^:^bCi!ii Trt^T iT- TT.r.'gyrs cf their formulae ; thev know how 
r.' iei^»>-^ cvcs^r.'fcc^s? f-rni them; they believe in them the 
jcrr-: is x i?*rc:«f^r"CLi= '^. h:s theorems, and a theologian in tiie 
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articles of his faith; they are anxious to apply them, to devi>e a 
a»siituti(»i, to establish a regular govemmeni, to emerge frooi 
a baitMraus state, to put an end to fighting in the street, to pu- 
lling, to murders, to the sway of brutal force and of naked 
anns. 

The disorder, moreover, so repugnant to them as logicians is 
All more repugnant to them as cultivated, polished men. They 
hive a sense of what is proper,' of becoming ways, and their 
iKtes are even refined. They are not familiar with, nor do they 
dtsire to imitate, the rude manners of Danton, his coarse lan- 
guage, his oaths, and his low associations with the populace. 
Tliey have not, like Robespierre, gone to lodge with a boss- 
Otpeotec, to live with him and eat wiih his family. Unlike 
hche. Minister of War, no one among them "feels honored" 
bf "going down to dine with his porter," and by sending his 
dinghters to the club to give a fraiemal kiss to drunken Jaco- 
bim,' At Madame Roland's house there is a salon, although it is 
Riff and pedantic ; Barbaioux sends verses to a marchioness, who, 
ifttrtbc id of June, elopes with him to Caen.' Condorcet has 
irtd in high society, while his wife, a former canoness, possesses 
Ifcc charms, the repose, the instruction, and the fineue of an 
icconplishcd woman. Men of this stamp cannot endure right 
tktftgside of them the unsuitable and gross dictatorship of an 
Vmed rabble. In providing for the public treasury they require 
I Rgolar taxes and not tyrannical confiscations.* To repress the 
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malevolent they require "punishments and not ptoscri^ 
In all State trials they oppose irregular couns, and strive to 
tain for those under indictment some of the usual 
On declaring the K.ing guilty they hesitate in pronauocini 
tence of death, and try to lighten their responsibility by 
to the people. " Laws and not blood," is an expression 
with great efFecl in a drama of the day, and ihc slate»M<i 
brief of their political ideas. — Now the law, in its nattt 
especially Republican law, is the law of all ; once enacted, a 
body, no citizen, no city, no partj-, can refuse to obey ii "tifl 
being criminal. It is monstrous that one city shoulii arro^i 
itself the privilege of ruling the nation ; Paris, like other 
ments, ought to be reduced to its one-eighty-thiril projiotiiM 
influence. It is monstrous that, in a capital of 700,000 ic 
five or six thousand radical Jacobins should oppre&s the uct 
and alone conduct the elections; all citizens of the sccriant. 
at the elections should enjoy an equal and free %-ote. It » n 
strous that llie principle of the sovereigtity oi ihc pec^li 
be employed to cover up assaults against the sovereignty <rf t 
people ; that under color of resistance to oppression, eroy d 
should have the right to overthrow any government. — ^Thii ai 
tant right, therefore, must be moderated, must be kept vA 
legal bounds, must be subjected to a regular process.' If 1 
person sees the necessity for a law, any public measure ot it6« 
let him state this on paper over his own signature and ihil 
fifty other citizens of the same primary assembly ; then the |at 
osition must be submitted to his own pnmary assembly; ih 
in case it obtains a majority, to the primary assembliei (rf i 
arrondissement ; then, in case of a majority, to the 
assemblies of his department ; then, in case of a majority. » 
Legislative body; then, in case of rejection, to all the jiria 
assemblies of the empire, so that after a second vctdici rf 
same assemblies twice consulted, the Legislative body, 
to the majority of primary suffrages, may dissolve and 
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Legtslailve body, in which all old members shall be declarnt 
ineligible, take its place. — This is the fioal expression, and ihe 
master idea of the theory. Condorcet. its able constructor, sur- 
passed himself. No more ingenious nor more complicated piece 
of mechanism could be drawn out on paper. The Girondists, 
In the dosing article of an unobjectionable constitution, think 
tbst they have discovered a way to muzzle the brute and carry 
the point of sovereignty. 

Just as if the brute could be muzzled with any constitution, 
and especially this one! Just as if it was in the humor 10 let 
the muzzle be put on ! Robespiene, on the part of the Jaco- 
Ulis, replies by an article opposing that of Condorcet' "To 
isnbgcct resistance to oppression to legal formalities is the last 
nfinement of tyranny. . . . When a government violates 
the people's rights, a general insurrection of the people, as well as 
of portions of the people, is the most sacred of duties." Now, 
political orthodoxy, close reasoning, and the gift of tongues 
arc no arms against this ever muttering insurrection. "Our 
philosophers," says a good observer,' " want to attain their ends 
bjr persuasion ; which ks equivalent to saying that battles are 
won by elotjuencc, fine speeches, and plans of a constitution. 
Very soon, according to them, ... it will suffice to take 
complete copies of Machiavelli, Rousseau and Montesquieu into 
a fight instead of cannon, it never occurring to them that these 
Toen, like their works, never were, and are not still, anything but 
simpletons alongside of a cut-throat armed with a good sword." 
—The parliamentary ground is fallen away ; things have returned 
to a stale of nature, that is, to a state of war, and not discus- 
sion but force is the question now on hand. To be In the right, 
to convince the convention, to obtain majorities, to pass decrees. 

•D>>clia«RDi». XXIV $}. ScsimDrilKj«iilwia>ib,A|irilir,i;93. 
■SdiB^dl. "TaUaui de Is Rtvolutkn FiufinH." II. 4- (Kcpnt of DutviL Jibk 6. 
(od n hdr ndik in Ibe faOixniit 
~ (AiUiEa of the Pub jKstu 
a Una. XXIII. iM-ZMt. 
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aB that is effective in ordinary times, under a govemmeot pn>- I 
vided with an aimed force and a regular administration, bf 1 
nhich, from the summits of public authority, the decrees of 1 | 
majority descend through submissive functionaries to a s)^pi- 
thetic and obedient population. But, in limes of anarchy, and 
above all, in the den of the Commune, in Paris, such u ibe 
toth of August and the ad of September made it, all thisisoT I 
no 



And, first of all, because in this great city of Paris ihey ait 
isolated, and have no group of lealous partisans to depend upoD. 
For, if the laj^ majority is opposed to their adversaries, that B 
Dot in their favor, it having secretly, at heart, remained "consti- 
tutionalist." ' "I would make myself master of Paris," sayii 
professional observer, " in ten days witkt>ut ttrUdng a tlfftr if ' 
had but six thousand men, and one of Lafayette's stablc-bofs 1 
command them." Lafayette, indeed, since the depanure or ecu 
cealment of the royalists, represents the old, fixed, and deq 
seated opinion of the capital. Paris submits to the f lirofldists j 
well as to the Moniagnards as usurpers; the mass oi the publ 
regards them with ill-will, and not only the bour^iifif, but lik 
wise the majority of the people, is opposed to the csi 
regime. 

Work is scarce and food is dear ; brandy has tripled in price 
only four hundred oxen arc brought in at the Puis.<iy tnai 
instead of seven or eight thousand ; the butchers dedaie tj 
the following week, there will be no meat in Paris except for 
sick.' To obtain a small ration of bread it is necessary to i 
five or six hours in a line at the baker's shops, and,* its is cast 
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' By, workmen and housekeepers impute all this to the govern- 
This government, which so poorly provides for its needs, 
injures them yet more in their deepest feelings, in the habits most 
(fcar to them, in their faith and worehip. The common people, 
eten at Paris, is still at their time very religious, much more so 
than at the present day. When the priest bearing H e Host 
panes along the street, the crowd " gathers from all side), men, 
women, and children, young and old, and fall on their knees in 
idoraiion."' The day on which the relics of Saint-Leu are 
borne in procession through the Rue St. Martin, "everybody 
knceb; 1 did not see a man," says a careful observer, "that did 
not take off his hat. At the guard-house of the Mauconseil 
MClioti, the enure company presented arms." At the same time 
die "eitayennrs around the markets talked with each other to 
know if there was any way of decking houses with tapestry,"' 
The following week they compel the revolutionary committee 
of Soint-Eustache ^ to authorise another procession, and again 
each one kneels : " everj'body approved of the ceremony, no one, 
that 1 heard of, making any objection. This is a striking pic- 
ture. ... I saw repentance, I saw the parallel each is forcetl 
to draw between the actual state of things and the former one. 
I taw what a privation the people had to endure in the loss of 
that which, formerly, was the most imposing of all church cere- 
nonics. People of all ranks and ages were deeply affected and 
tomble, and many had tears in their eyes." Now, in this 
tepect, the Girondists, by virtue of being philosophers, are more 
icODOclastic, more intolerant than any one, and there is no reason 
fcir preferring them to their adversaries. At bottom, the govern- 
iDCQt installed by the recent electoral comedy, for the major 
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ponion of the Parisians has no aQ(horit>- but the &ct of it^ 
istence ; people put up with it because there is no other, ( 
recognising its worthlessness ; ' it is a government of snangenk 
of interlopers, of cavillers, of bunglers, the weak and the violetC 
The Convention has no hold either on the people or on li 
Itourgeois class, and in proportion as it glides more rapidly dom 
the revolutionary hill, it severs one of the des which still I 
it to the indi&rent. 

In a retgn of eight months it alienates public opinion entirely 
"Almost all tbose who have ptroperty of any kind are conserve 
tivc." ' and all the conservatives are against iL " The gendannQ) 
here openly talk against the Revolution, even up to the revolution 
arj- tribunal, whose judgments they loudly condemn. 
old soldiets detest the actual order of things,"' The volunteetl 

'■who come back from the array appear angry at putting the t 

to death, and on that account they would flay all the Jacobins."' 
— No party in the Convention escapes this universal disaAectiof 
and growing aversion. "If the question of guillotining i 
members of the Convention could be put to an open vote, it 
would be carried against them by a majority of nuieteen-twen 
eths,' which, in fact, is about the proportion of cleaons wl 
through fright or disgust, keep away from the polb. Let t 
"Right" or the "Left" of the Convention be victors or ri 
quished, that is a matter which concerns them ; the public a 
large does not enter into the discussions of its conqucroK, a 
no longer cares for either Gironde or "Mountain." Its ( 
grievances alwa>-s revive "against Vergniaud, Guadet" ami co 
pany ; * it does not like them, and has no confidence in t 
and will let them be crushed without helping them. The ii 
ates may expel the Thirtj--Two, if they choose, and pat tbea 
under lock and key. " There is nothing the aristocracy (mcu 
by this, owners of property, merchants, bankers, the rich, , 
the well-to-do), desire so much as to see them guillotined.** 

> SchBHb. I. itt (Diuiri. Umj 
Wbctc the CoDTOiiBaa, kD ia «dtt 
•SdMwdt. L tTaiDuunt. Mayijl. 
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"Even the inferior aristocracy (meaning petty tradesmen and 
Imd- work men) take no more interest in their fate than if they 
were so many escaped wild beasts . . . again caught am 
pui in their cages."' "Guadel, Potion, Brissot, would »oi find 
thiny persons in Pans who would take their part, or even take 
the first step to save them."' 

Apait from all this, it makes but little difference whether the 
majority has any preferences ; its sympathies, if it has any, will 
Devcr be other than platonic. It no longer counts for anything 
io either camp, it has withdrawn from the ballle-tield, it is now 
ciotply the sport of the conflict, the prey or the booty of the 
fimire conqueror. For, unable or unwilling to comply with the 
poliocAl system imposed on it, it is self- condemned to utter potv- 
crienness. This system is the direct government of the people 
by ibe people, with all that ensues, permanence of the section 
•SBcmblies, debates in public of the clubs, uproar in the galleries, 
notions in the open air, mobs and manifestations in the streets ; 
nothing is less attractive and more impracticable to occupied and 
civitised beings. In our modem communities, work, the family, 
and social intercoiuse absorb nearly all our time; hence, such a 
Vftxtm suits only the indolent and brutal, who, without homes or 
a calling, pass their days at the club, the same as in a tavern or 
cafr, and there find themselves in their place ; the others refuse 
to enter a circle which seems wholly and expressly shaped for 
odibaics, foundlings, and persons with no profession, living in 
lodgings, foul-mouthed, destitute of ihe sense of smell, with a 
gift of the gab, robust arms, tough hide, solid haunches, expert 
in pushing, and with whom blows are the substitute for argu- 
ineBls.' — After the September massacres, and on the opening of 

' IhoH now m Puil muld (nil to beUkc iFiiniidvci to ibor k-:i»iiI-" 
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ihc barriers, a number of proprietors and persons living on iheir 
incomes, not alone the suspected but those who thought thcjr 
were so, escaped from Paris, and, during the following months, 
the emigration increases along with the danger. Towards De- 
cember lists having been reported against former FcuiUants, 
"we are assured that during the past eight days more than four- 
teen thousand persons have left the capital." ' According to the 
report of the Minister himself,* "many who are independcD 
fortune and position abandon a city where the renewal of pro- 
scription is talked of daily," — " Grass grows in the finest sireeis," 
writes a deputy, " while the silence of the grave reigns in 
TliSbaidcs of the faubourg Saint -Germain." — As to the cons< 
lives who remain, they confine themselves to private life, from 
which it follows that, in the political balance, those present arc 
of no more account than the absentees. At the municipal elec- 
tions in October, November, and December, out of i6o,ooa 
registered, there are 144,000, then 150,000. and then 153,000 
who stay away from the polls ; these, certainly, and for a much 
stranger reason, do not show themselves at the assemblies of 
iheir sections. Commonly, out of three or four thousand citi« 
zens, only fifty or sixty attend; one of these, called a general 
assembly, which signifies the will of the people 10 the conven- 
tion, is composed of twenty-five voters.' Accordingly, whs 
would a sensible man do in these dens of fanatics ? He stay* 
at home, as on stormy days; he lets the shower of woKk spend 
itself, not caring to be spattered in the gutter of nonsense wbidi 
carries off the filth of his district. 

If he leaves his house at all he goes out for a walk, (he same 
as in old limes, to indulge the tastes he had under the old r^gimc^ 
those of the well-catcd-for {administri) Parisian, those of tb< 
talkative, loitering, refined cockney. " Vcsterrfay evening," wrild 
a man who feels the coming Reign of Terror, " I took my stud 
in the middle of the right alley oi the Champs-Elys^;' ft « 



nirordTpHia: XV. ■ 



1 MiMiiHT. XV. 9} (Leiwi DfChula Villeuc dcpur 

tjira.,>V*r.XV. i79<Leinri>rRlll>od,Jlu1. II- .793 

> Mfiilnr, XV. 66, icnlon of Jui. 5. ipach of IhE 
]«. t4.<pe«tlbl'&uigt; XV. i}«,u»iniar;u. 1], 
— BucheinRmiJi.XXVIIl. 9i(LttI«arGail<;ltDR<iliiiid. Ocinlxr, iT^t) — XXL 4ir lt«« 
•a article bjr MantJ :" The lUUBiblJa m doctud lluough hbib/ and " -- - . . . 

II. f^ (Duurd. June iS). 

•Schmiilt, L 30} IDuunl, May la). The cncnviDgi publlshnJ dunn 
iLff RanlutuB and under ^x directory cxblbil tUi acflne perfectly (cabfi 



our. XI. THE JACOBIN COXQVEST. 195 

teffiged with — who do you think ? Would you believe it, with 
inodcraia, aiislocrals, those who have any property, and very 
pretiy women, elegantly dressed, seeking the caresses of the 
bitmy spring breeze ! It was a charming sight. All were gay 
and smiling. I was the only one that was not so. ... I 
withdrew hastily, and, on passing through the Tuileries garden, 
I &aw a repetition of what I had seen before, forty thousand 
proprietors scattered here and there, almost as many as Paris 
contains."— These are evidently the sheep ready for the slaugh- 
ter-house. They no longer think of defence, they have aban- 
doned their posts to the sam-culottes, " they refuse all civil and 
military functions,"' they avoid doing duty in the National 
Guard and pay their substitutes. In short, they withdraw from 
a game which, in 1789, they desired to play without undereland- 
ing it, and in which, since the end of 1791, they have always 
bornt their fingers. The cards may be handed over to others, 
especially as the cards are dirty and the players fling them in 
each others' faces; as for themselves they are content to be 
lookcrvon. — " Leave them their old enjoyments,' leave them the 
pleasure of going and coming throughout the kingdom; do not 
force them to lake part in the war. Subject them to the heaviest 
taxation and they will not complain ; nobody will even know 
that they exist, while the most serious question that disturbs them 
in their thoughtful days is, can one amuse one's self as much 
VDdcT a republican form of government as under the ancient 
regime ? " They hope, perhaps, to escape under cover of inof- 
feasiTC neutrality. Is it likely that the victor, whoever he is, 
win regard peo|)le as enemies who are resigned to his rule before- 
hand? "A dandy* alongside of me remarked, yesterday morn 
tDg, 'They will not lake my arras away, for I never had any 
■ Alas,' 1 replied to him, 'don't make a boasi of it, for you may 
find forty thousand ninnies in Paris tliat would say the same 
Aing, and, indeed, it is not at all to the credit of Paris.' " — Such 
is the blindness or self-complacency of the city denizen who, 
bating always lived under a good police, is unwilling to change 
hb hatnts, and Is not aware that the time has come for him to 
torn fighting man in his turn. 
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7 vants supplied. Who will attend to 
msn. I I lac ±>e waiers swuld go away ? " — ^There are other 
cLisses re wn'crifss.. AH grades in die National Guard and all 
TtArs It ±e ar^nxfpiiry havrcg been given up to the Jacobin 
«y^--— iiisg c :2)eT have oa chx&; die Girondists are unable to 
niy jrrcer cocsrs^ w^iie Garat. the Minister, is unwilling to 
eanciry rrgrr. Moreover, they are divided amongst themselves, 
31: me baviix ary coc^dence in the other, "it being necessary 
•J* rioar ii e ai i-u .'g tlq to have anything accomplished.** * Be- 
<;»5e5 r*.;?w it-; ri^«::rr2rce cf September weighs upon their 
s:.r"t5 ;k^ x r.-xt::=:iire. — ^AII dis converts people into a timid 
icoL r»r7 r: 5ct=rer a: ±e slightest alarm. *• In the Contrat 
SciHiil 5emrc-* sys az c&erof the National Guard, *• one-third 
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— I irirciir ±rc xrs biciri: awav in their houses, and the other 
rt-ri ix:^ ri:c ir irr±ir£.~ * -It out of fifty thousand of the 
,v^^^-T.iZLi il yrix ciz c:Zlect together three thousand, I shall be 
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very much astonishetj. And if, out of these three thousand, five 
hundred only are found to agree, and have courage enough to 
express their opinion, I shall be still more astonished. The latUf 
fur vistance, must expect lo be Septemberiitd ! " ' This they 
know, and hence they keep silent and bend beneath the yoke. 
"What, indeed, would the majority of the sections do when it is 
demonstraied that a dozen raving maniacs at the head of a suns- 
cui^es section puts ihe other forty-seven sections of Paris to 
flight?"' Through this desertion of the commonwealth and 
their self-abandonment, they surrender in advance, and, in this 
great city, as formerly in ancient Athens and Rome, we see 
alongside of an immense population of subjects without any 
rights, a small despotic oligarchy in itself composing the sover- 
eign people. 

VI. 

Not (hat this minority has heen on the increase since the loth 
of -August, but on the contrary. — On the 19th of November, 
1792, its candidate for the mayoralty, Lhuillier, obtains only 
4,896 votes.' On ihe 1 8th of June, 1793, its candidate for the 
command of the National Guard, Henriot, will secure but 4,573 
votes ; it is necessary, in order to have him elected, to cancel 
two elections, impose the open vote and relieve the voters from 
showing their section tickets, which permits the trusty to vote 
two or three times in other quarters, and, ajiparenily, double the 
number of voters.* Putting all together, there are not six thou- 
sand Jacobins in Paris, all of them sans-cuhttts and partisans of 
the ■' Mountain." ' Ordinarily, in a section assembly, they num- 
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ber "ten or fifteen," at most "thirty or forty," "organised into a 
permaneni tytannical board," . . . "The rest listen jmd 
»aise their hands mechanically." ..." Three or four hun- 
dred visionaries, whose devotion is as hank as it is stupid, and 
two or three hundred more to whom the result of the last revo- 
lution did not bring the places and honors they too evidently 
relied on," form lUeentirestaff of the party; " these are the dani- 
orers of the sections and of the groups, the only ones who have 
clearly declared themselves against order, the apostles of a new 
sedition, scathed or ruined men who need ttisturbancc to keep 
alive," while under these comes the irain of Marat, Aile women, 
worthless wretches, and "paid shouters at three francs a day,"' 
The quality, again, of the factious is still more reduced than 
their number. Plenty of worthy men, small tradesmen, wine- 
dealers, cook-shop keepers, clerks, who, on the loth of August, 
were against the Court, are now against the Commune,' '1 
September aflair, probably, disgusted them, and they were 
disposed to recommence the massacres. A workman named 
Gonchon, for example, the usual spokesman of the faulioiitg 
Saint- An toine, an upright man, sincere and disinterested, g 
ports Roland, and, very soon, at Lyons, seeing how things an 
with his own eyes, he is lo loyally endorse the revolt of the mod* 
erates against the Maratists.' " Insensibly," say obseri-cre, "the 
respectable class of the arts is leaving the faction lo join the 
healthy party." * " Now that water-carriers, porters and the like 
storm the loudest in the sections, it is plain to all eyes thai the 
gangrene of disgust has reached the fruit-sellers, tailors, shoe- 
makers, keepers of refreshment saloons," and othere of that chus.* 
— ^Towards the end, "butchers of both classes, high and low, are 
aristocraiised." — In like manner, "the women in the mailtets. 
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Eirepi a few who arc paid and whose husbands are Jacobins, 
cuise and swear, fume, fret and storm." "This morning," says 
a merchant, "four or five of them were here; ihey no longer 
' insist on being called citoyentus ; they declare that they "r/// on 
tie rrfiuMe." ' — ^Thcre are no patriot females now but the lowest 
of ihc low class, the harpies who pillage shops as much through 
envy as through necessity, "boat-women, embittered by hard 
labor,' , . . jealous of the grocer's wife, better dressed than 
herself, as the latter was of the wives of the attorney and coun- 
sellor, as ilicse were of those of the financier and noble. The 
woman of the people thinks she caonot do loo much to degrade 
ihc grocer's wife to her own level." 

Thus reduced to its dregs through the withdrawal of its toler- 
ably honest recniils. the faction now comprises none but the 
scum of the populace, first, "subordinate workmen who look 
upon the downfall of their employee with a certain satisfaction," 
ihcQ, the meanest of petty vendors, old-clothes dealers, huck- 
sters, " those who ofier second-hand coats for sale around the 
mafket, fourth-class cooks who, at the cemetery of the Innocents, 
scU meat and beans under umbrella tops," ' next, domestics highly 
pleased with now being masters of their masters, scullions, grooms, 
lackeys, ei>n(ierges, every species of valet, who, in contempt of 
the law, voted at the elections* and formed at the Jacobin club 
"stupid people" satisfied "that they were universal geographers 
because they had ridden post once or twice," and that they were 
politicians " because they had read ' The Four Sons of Aymon.' " ' 
— But, in this overflowing slime spreading around in broad sun- 
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shine, it is the ordinary scum of great cities which fonm Ac 
great streams, the outcasts of every trade and profession, (&»• 
patcd workmen of all kinds, the irregular and marauding tioop 
of the social army, the class which, "discharged from La Kdt| 
run through a career of disorder and end in Bicf tte," ' " ^m 
La Pitie to Bkctre is a well known popular adage. Men 6i im 
Btamp are without any principle whatever. If they have Glqr 
francs they live on fifty, and if ihey have only five ihey Im on 
five ; spending everything, they are alwaj's out of pocket ad 
save nothing. This is the class that took the Bastille.' got up 
the joth of August, etc, It is the same class which filled the 
galleries in the Assembly with all sorts of characters, forming Ibc 
groups," and, during all this time it never did & stroke of avtt. 
Consequently, " a wife who owns a watch, ear-rings, fiDger.riiip, 
any jewels, first takes them to the pawnbrokers where ihey in 
at last sold. At this period many of these personages owe (be 
butcher, the baker, the wtne-dealer, etc.; nobody trusts tbon 
any more. They have ceased to love iheir wives, and ihdt 
children cry for food, while the father is at the Jacobin dufa<ir 
ai ihe Tuileries. Many of them have abandoned their purniio 
and lost standing," while, either through "indolence" or con- 
sciousness " of their incapaciiy," ..." they would see ihs 
pursuit prospering with a sort of regret." That of a politiei! 
gossip, of a paid clamorer, is more agreeable, and such b the 
opinion of all the loungers wliicii the bugle summoDS to goto 
work on the camp around Paris. — Here,' eight thousand itiea 
are paid forty sous a day " to do nothing " ; " the workmen come 
along at eight, nine and ten o'clock in the morning. If they re- 
main after roll-call . . . they merely trundle aboni a fe« 
wheelbarrow loads of dirt. Others play cards all day, and moA 
of them leave at three or four o'clock, after dinner. On a.<sldi)g 
the inspectors about this they reply that they are not strooj 
enough to enforce discipline, and are not disposed to be kiUcd." 

I Sohmidi, 1. iSg (Duur). May 6). 
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Whereupon, on the Convention decreeing piece-work, the , re- 
lenifed workmen fall back on their equality, remind it that ihey 
bad risen on the loth of August, and wish to massacre the com- 
missioners It is not until the ad of November that they arc 
finally dismissed with an allowance of three sous per league 
mileage for those of the departments. Enough, however, re- 
main in Paris to increase immeasurably the troop of drones 
vhich, accustomed lo consuming the store of honey, think that 
tbey have a right to be paid by the Stale for buzzing around. 

As a rear-guard, they have " the rabble of the suburbs of Paris, 
which flocks in at every tap of the drum because it hopes to 
make something." ' Their advance-guard consists of " brigands," 
while the front ranks contain "all the robbers in Paris, which the 
faction has enrolled in its party to use when required;" the sec- 
ond ranks are made up of "a number of former domestics, the 
bullies of gambling- houses and of houses of ill-fame, all the 
vilest class."' — Naturally, lost women form a part of the crowd. 
"Cileyenms" Henriot says, addressing the prostitutes of the 
Pajais-Royal, whom he has assembled in its garden, " eitoyennei, 
arc you good republicans?" "Yes, general, yes!" "Have 
you. by chance, any refractory priest, any Austrian, any Prus- 
sian, concealed in your apartments?" "Fie, fie! We have 
Dobody but sans-culolles .' " ^ — Along with these are the thieves 
utd prostitutes out of the ChSteJet and Conciergerie, set at liberty 
and ihcn enlisted by the September slaughterers, under the com- 
mand of an old bag named Rose Lacombe,* forming the usual 
audience of the Convention ; on important days, seven or eight 
hundred of these may be counted, sometimes two thousand, 
staiioDcd at the entrance and in the galleries, from nine o'clock 
id the morning.* — Male and female, " this anti-social vermin"* 

•S(«iaMll.ll lilDucud.Juiu: 7I: "IhirinKa b^rdiyipast I haveKcniDcn riumNcuU- 
l|r, Vmullo. tai Si. Gcmuin auyini; ben, mtnicled by llie «ccr,l." 
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thus crawls around at the sessions of the Assembly, the Com 
mune, the Jacobin club, the re^-olutiooary tribunal, the sectioitt, 
and one may imagine the physiognomies it offers to view. "!l 
would seetn," says a deputy.' " as if every sink in Paris and otbo 
great cities had been scoured to find whatever was foul, the moR 
hideous, and the most infected. , , . Ugly, cadaverous flea- 
ures, black or bronzed, surmounted with tufts of greasy hair, md 
with eyes sunken half-way into the head. . . . They bckhed 
forth with iheir nauseous breath the grossest insults amidst (fcirp 
cries hke those of carnivorous animals." Among ihem ibm 
can be distinguished "the September murderers, whom" sann 
observer ' in a position to know them, " I can compare to nothing 
but lazy tigers licking their paws, growling and trying to find i 
few more drops of blood just spilled, awaiting a fresh supply.' 
Far from hiding away they strut about and show ihenisdTts, 
One of them, Pelit-Maraain, son of an innkeeper at Bordeani 
and a former soldier, " with a pale, wrinkled face, sharp eyes mil 
bold air, wearing a scimetar at his side and pistols at hs bdi." 
promenades the Palais-Roya! ' "accompanied or folloired U i 
disiance by others of the satne species," and "taking part io 
every conversation." " It was me," he says, " who ripped open 
La Lamballe and tore her heart out. . . . AH 1 have to it- 
gret is that the massacre was such a short one. But we shiii 
have it over again. Only wait a fortnight ! " and, thereupon, he 
calls out his own name in defiance. — Another, who has no netd 
of stating his well-known name, Maillard, president of the 
Abbaye massacres, has his head-quarters at the caf^ Chritien.* 
Rue Favart, from which, guzzling drams of brandy, '■ he de- 
spatches his moustached men, sixty-eight cut-throats, the lenw 
of the surrounding region ; " we see them in coffee-houses and in 
K\\c foyers of the theatres " drawing iheit huge sabres," and telling 
inolfensive people : "lam Mr. so and so; if you look ugly at n 
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ni cut you down ! " — A {^vi months more and, under the cum- 
mand of one of Henriot's aids, a squad of this band will rob 
ind toast fehauffcr) peasants in the environs of Corbeil and 
Meaux.' In the mean time, even in Paris, they toast, rob, and 
commit rape on grand occasions. On the 25th and a6th of 
February, 1793,' ihey pillage wholesale and retail groceries, 
"save those belonging to Jacobins," in the Rue des Lombards, 
Rue des Cinq-Diamants, Rue Beaurepaire, Rue Monlmartre, in 
the lie Saint-Louis, on the Port-au-Ble, before the Hfltel-de- 
ville, Rue Saint- Jacques, in short, twelve hundred of them, not 
alone articles of prime necessity, soap and candles, but again, 
sugar, brandy, cinnamon, vanilla, indigo and tea. " In the Rue 
dc la Bourdonnaie, a number of persons came out with loaves 
of sugar they had not paid for and which they re-sold." The 
affair was arranged beforehand, the same as on the sth of Octo- 
ber, 1789 ; among the women are seen "several men in disguise 
who did not even lake the precaution of shaving," and in many 
pUces, thanks to the confusion, they heartily abandon themselves 
to it. With his feet in the lire or a pistol at his head, the master 
of the house is compelled to give them " gold, money, assignals 
anil jewels," only too glad if his wife and daughters are not 
outraged before his eyes as in a town taken by assault. 



vn. 

Such is the political populace which, after the last months 
of the year 1792. rules over Paris, and, through Paris, over the 
whole of France, five thousand brutes and blackguards with two 
thousand hussies, about the number a good police force would 
ext>el from the city, were it important to give the capital a clean- 
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ing out ; ' they also, convinced of their rights, are all the ant 

ardent in their revolutionary faith, because their creed conitia 

their vices into virtues, and transforms their misdeeds into polk 

services.* They are really the sovereign people, and it ii iha 

innermost thought which has to be brought to hght. If n 

would clearly understand passing events we must discern the 

L emotions which spontaneously arise in them on the trial of th 

King, at the defeat of Neerwinden, at the defection of Diudob- 

I jriez, on the insurrection in La Vendue, at tiie accusation d 

■ Marat, the arrest of Hubert, and each of the dangers vhtch in 

I turn fall on their heads. For, this is not borrowed emotioa, ( 

I does not descend from above; they are not 3 trusty anayof di>> 

I ciplined soldiers, but a suspicious accumulation of tempotaiy »i 

I herents, To command them requires obedience to them, 

tiieir leaders must always be their instruments, Howcvei | 

►-kr and firmly established a chief may seem to be, he is thot 

) only for a short time, for what he is worth as a spcaking-trampct 

' for their passions, and as purveyor to their appetites. Sttdi »» 

Pdiion in July, 1792, and such is Marat since the days of 
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icmbfT, "One Marat more or less (which will soon be seen) 
would not change the course of events." ' — " But one only would 
tonain.' Chaumette, for instance ; one would suffice to lead the 
horde," because it is the horde itself which leads. " Its attach- 
Rwni will always be awarded to whoever shows a disposition to 
^ifclbw it the closest in its outrages without in any respect caring 
s old patrons. ... Its liking for Marat and Robes- 
ot so great as for those who will exclaim, Let us kill, 
i plunder ! " And as soon as the leader of the day stops 
IbliQtnng the current of the day, he will be crushed as an ob- 
Racle or thrown away as a wreck. — Judge if they are willing to 
be entangled in the spider's web which the Girondists put in their 
njr. Instead of the metaphysical constitution with which the 
Girondists confront them, they have one in their own head ready 
nude, simple to the last point, adapted to their capacity and 
tbeir instincts. The reader will cal! to mind one of their chiefs, 
whom we have already met, M. Saule, "a stout, stunted little 
old man, drunic all his life, formerly an upholsterer, then a peddler 
of quackeries, in the shape of fourpenny boxes of hangman's 
ptisK, to cure pains in the loins," ' afterwards head applauder in 
llie galleries of the Constituent .\ssembly and driven out for ras- 
ciltly, restored under the Legislative Assembly, and, under the 
(irotection of a groom of the Court, favored with a spot near the 
Assembly door, to set up a patriotic coftee-house, then awarded 
xix hundred francs as a recompense, provided with national quar- 
ters, appointed inspector of the tribunes, a regulator of public 
opinion, and now "one of the madcaps of the Corn-market." 
Snch a man is typical, an average specimen of his party, not 
ooly in education, character and conduct, but, again, in ambi- 
tion, principles, logic and success. " He swore that he would 
nuke his fortune, and he did it. His constant cry was that 
Qirfiles and priests should be put down, and we no longer have 
citb«r. He has constantly shouted against the civil list, and the 
dvil list has been suppressed. At last, lodged in the house be- 
longing to Louis XVI., he told him to his face that his head 
ought lo be struck off, and the head of Louis XVI. has fallen," — 
Here, in brief compass, is the history and the portrait of all the 
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rest; it is not surprising ihat genuine Jacobins comprehend iHe 
Kevolutioa in the same way as M. Saule,* when, for diem, the 
sole legitimate Constitution is the definitive establishment of 
their omnipotence; when they call order and justice the bound- 
less despotism they exercise over property and life ; when theii 
instinct, as narrow and violent as that of a Turkish bey, com- 
prises only extreme and destructive measures, arrests, tTan^x>r- 
tations, conliscations, executions, all of which is done with head 
erect, with delight as if a patriotic duly, by right of a moral 
priesthood, in the name of the people, either directly and tumuli' 
uously »iih their own hands, or indirecdy and legally by ihe 
hands of their dorile representatives. This is the sum of their 
political sj-stem, from which nothing will detach them ; for they 
are anchored bst to it with the full weight and with every bold 
upon ii that characterises their immorality, ignorance and folly. 
Through the h>TKKritlcaI gtitier of compulsory parades, their 
one fixed idea im|>oses itself on the orator that he may utter it 
in tirades, on the legislator that he may put it into decrees, on 
the administrator that he may put it in practice, and, from their 
opening campaign up to their final victory, they will tolerate but 
one variation, and this variation is trifling. In September, 179*, 
they declare by their acts : "Those whose opinions are opposed 
to ours will be assassinated, and their gold, jewels and pocket- 
books will belong to us." In November, 1793, they 
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declare through the official inauguration of the revolutionary 
government: "Those whose opinions differ from ours will be 
guillotined and we shall be their heirs." * Between this programme 
which is supported by the Jacobin populace and the programme 
of the Girondists which the majority in the Convention supports, 
between Condorcet's Constitution and the summary articles of 
M. Saule, it is easy to see which will prevail. "These Parisian 
blackguards," says a Girondist, " takes us for their valets ! " ' 
Let a valet contradict his master and he is sure to lose his place. 
From the first day, when the Convention in a body traversed the 
streets to begin their sessions, certain signifiooit expressions 
enabled it to see into what hands it had fallen : " Why should so 
many folks come here to govern France," says a by-stander, 
"haven't we enough in Paris ? " ^ 

1 Mallec-Dupui, the last ezpresdoo. 

*Bujot, 64. 

* Michdct, rV. 6 (ftocording to an oral statement by Datmou). — ^Buchex et Roux, xox (Let- 
ter of Lotnrct to Robnd) : *' At the moment of the presentation of their petition against armed 
force (departmental) by the so-called commissioners of the 48 sections of Paris, I heard San- 
terrc say in a loud tone to those around him, somewhat in these words: 'You see, now, 
dieae deputies are not up to the Revolution. . . That all comes from fifty, a himdred, two 
huadred Icagocs off; they don't understand one word you say ! '" 
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a ceoltal gnvemmenl wilhin the precincu of t 
Iccal jurisdiction. — I, Jacobin advantages. — Hieir sway ia ibe tecdoa 
aisemblies. — Maintenance, te-eleclion and complelion of ihe Commone.— 
Its new chiefs, Chaamette, Hubert and Pache. — The National Gnml re- 
cast. — Jacobins elected ofGcers and sub-officers. — The paid band of looghl. 
— Private and public funds of the party. — II. Iti parliameatuy rcmuts. — 
Their characters and minds. — Saint-Just. — Violence of Ihe minmitr in Iha 
Convention. — Pressure of the galleries. — Menaces of the itcectv. — tlL 
Defection among Ihe majority. — Effect of physical fear. — Effect of moid 
cowardice. — EfTect of political neceisily. — Internal weakness of the Girond- 
ists. — Accomplices in principle of the MvntagHanii.—W. Principal d«crtM 
of the Girondist majority Arms and means of attack surrendered In it U 

its adversaries.— V. Commitlecs of Supervision after March iS, t79j.^Tlic 

rigime of August and September, 1792, revived. — Disarmament. — Ccrtli- 
cales of civistn. — Forced enlistments, — Forced loans. — Use nude of tlM 
sums raised. — Vun resistance of the Convention. — Marat, indicled, la ac- 
quitted. — Vain resistance of the population. — Manifestations by yoang mea 

repressed Violence and victory of the Jacobins in the assemblies of iW 

sections. — VI. Jacobin tactics to constrain the Convention. — Petition of 
April 15 against the Girondists. — Means employed lo obtain signahires.— > 
The Convention declares the petition calumnious. — The commisaifni of 
Twelve and arrest of Hubert— PUns for massacres.— I nierventioa of iha 
Mountain leaders.^VlI. The »7th day of May. — The central icvolulionarf 
committee. — The municipal body displaced and then restored. — HeiuM^' 
commanding general. — The Jtst of May. — Measures of the Commniit.-n 
The id of June.— Arrest of the Twelve and of the Twenty-two,— VI Ifc 
Character of the new govemois. — Why France accepted them. 

" Citizen Danton," wrote the deputy Thomas Paine,' "the 
danger of a rupture between Paris and the departments Is increas- 
ing every day. The departments did not send their deputies to 
Patis to be insulted, each insult a deputy has to put up with be- 
ing an insult to the department which elected him and sent him, 
I see but one plan by which this rupture can be avoided, and 
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ihat is to fix a place for Ihe holding of the Convention and all 
future assemblies at a certain distance from Paris. . . , Dur- 
ing the American Revolution, I can testify to the great disad- 
vantage attending the sessions of Congress in any of the large 
cities. Congress first met in Philadelphia, and after staying there 
four years it was found necessary lo leave that city. It then 
went to New Jersey, After that it went to New York. Finally, 
leaving New York, it returned lo Philadelphia, and, after experi- 
cflcing in each of these places the many obstacles which grow 
out of one government existing in another government, it de- 
termined to provide for the future meetings of Congress in a city 
entirely free of any municipal jurisdiction whatever. In each of 
the cities where Congress assembled the city authorities, either 
publicly or privately, were opposed to the authority of Congress, 
while the people wanted Congress to consider them and count 
them in for a larger share than they were entitled to in a confed- 
eration of equal States. The same disadvantages are now 
operating in France, but lo a much greater extent." — Danton 
knows all this, and he is sufficiently clear-headed to comprehend 
the danger; but the furrow is laid out, traced, and by himself. 
Since the i oth of August Paris holds France down while a hand- 
lol of revolutionists tyrannise over Paris.' 

I. 
Owing to the composition and the holding of the section 
assemblies, the original source of power has remained Jacobin, 
aod has become of a darker and darker hue; accordingly, the 
electoral processes which, under the Legislative body, had fash- 
ioned the usurping Commune of the loth of August, arc perpet- 
uated and aggravated under the Convention.' " In nearly all the 
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sections,' those who occupy the chair are sam-eutotlts, and whc 
arrange things inside the chamber, place the sentinels and estab- 
lish the censors and auditors. Five or six spies, lamiliar with 
the section, and paid forty sous a. day, remain during the session, 
and dare do all things. These same individuals, again, are 
intended for the transmission of orders &om one Committee of 
Supervision to another, ... so that if the sans-cuhtUs of 
one section are not strong enough they may call in those of a 
neighboring section." — In such assemblies the elections are de- 
cided beforehand, and we see how the faction keeps foRibly in 
its hands or obtains by force every elective position. The Coun- 
cil of the Commune, in spite of the hostile inclinations of the 
Legislative Assembly and the Convention, succeeds at first in 
maintaining itself four months; then, in December,' when it is 
at last compelled to break up, it reappears through the author- 
isation of the suffrage, reinforced and completed by its own class, 
with three chiefs, a syndic-attorney, a deputy and a mayor, all 
three authors or abettors of the September massacre, with 
Chaumette, Anaxagoras, so-called, once a cabin-boy, then a 
clerk, always in debt, a chatlerer, and given to drink ; Hubert, 
called "P^re Duchesne," which states about all that is necessiary 
for him ; Pache, a subaltern busy-body, a bland, smooth'faccd 
intriguer, who, with his simple air and seeming worth, pushes 
himself up to the head of the War Department, where he used 
all its resources for pillaging, and who, bom in a door-kccpcr'i 
lodgings, returns there, either through craft or inclination, to take 
his dinner. — The Jacobins, with the civil power in their hands, 
also grab the military power. Immediately after the loih of 
August,'' the National Guard is reorganised and distributed in u 
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registered may respond, if n 
all Slay at home and pay u 



maD}' baiialions as there are sections, each battalion thus becom- 
ing "an armed section"; by this one may divine its composition, 
and what demagogues are selected for its officers and sub- 
oSicets. "The title of National Guard," writes a deputy, "can 
no longer be given to ihe lot of pikemen and substitutes, mixed 
with a few bourgeois, who, since the lolh of August, maintain 
the military service in Paris." There are, indeed, i lo.ooo names 
on paper; when called out on important occasions, all wlio are 
t disarmed, but, in general, almost 
ns-ciiloUe to mount guard in their 
[ilace. In fact, there is for the daily ser\-ice only a hired reserve 
in each section, about one hundred men, always the same indi- 
viduals. This makes in Paris a band of four or five thousand 
roughs, in which the squads may be distinguished which have 
already figured in September, Maillard and his 68 men at the 
Abbaye, Gauthier and his 40 men at Chantilly, Aitdouin, the 
"Sapper of the Carmelites." and his 350 men in the suburbs of 
Paris, Foumier, Lazowski and their 1 ,500 men at Orleans and 
Versailles.' — As to the pay of these and that of their civil auxil- 
iirie, the faction is not troubled about that ; for, along with 
power, it has seized money. To say nothing of its rapine in 
September.* and without including the lucrative offices at its dis- 
[losiiion. four hundred of these being distributed by Pache alone, 
and four hundred more by Chaumette,' the Commune has 
Sjo.ooo francs per month for its military police. Other bleed- 
ings at the Treasury cause more public money to flow into the 
pockets of its clients. One million per month supports ihe idle 
workmen which fife and drum have collected together to form 
the camp around Paris. Five millions of francs protect the petty 
tradesmen of the capital against the depreciation in value of cer- 
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lificates of credit. Twelve thousand francs a day keep do«m 
the price of bread for the Paris poor.' To these regularly allowed 
subsidies add the funds which are diverted or extorted on one 
side in the War Department, Pache, its accomplice before be- 
coming its mayor, organizes a steady stream of waste and -teal- 
ings ; in three months he succeeds in bringing about a deficiency 
of 130,000,000, "without vouchers."* On another side, the 
Duke of Orleans, became Philippe -Egalit^, dragged along by 
his old stipendiaries with a rope around his neck and almost 
strangled, has to pay out more than ever, even down to the very 
depths of his purse; to save his own life he consenis to *-otc for 
the King's death, besides resigning himself 10 other sacrifices;' 
it is probable that a large portion of his 74,000,000 of indebted- 
ness at his death is due to all this. — ^Thus in possession of dvil 
and military offices, of arms and money, the faction, masters of 
Paris, has nothing to do but master the isolated Convention, and 
this it invests on all sides.* 



II. 
Through the elections, its advance-guard of fifty depuries is 
already posted there ; while, owing to the charm it exercises over 
excitable and despotic natures, over brutal temperaments, narrow, 
disjointed minds, weak imaginations, doubtful honesty, and old 
religious or social rancor, it succeeds in doubling this number at 
the end of six months,' On the benches of the extreme " Left." 
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around Robespierre, Danton and Marat, the nudeua of the 
September faction, sit the men of their stamp, first, the corrupt, 
like Chabot, Tallien and Barras, wretches like Fouche, Guflroy 
and Javogues, crazy enthusiasts like David, savage maniacs like 
Carrier, paltry simpletons like Joseph Lebon, common fanatics 
like Levasseur, Baudot, Jean Bon St. Andr^, Ronirae and Lebas, 
after which and especially, the future representatives who have a 
grip, rough, domineering, dull fellows, who make good troopers 
for a political militia, Bourbotte. Duquesnoy, Rewbell, and Benta- 
bolle, "a lot of beggarly ignoramuses," exclaimed Danton,' 
*' without any common sense, and patriotic only when drunk. 
. , , Marat is nothing but a yelper. Legendre is fit for 
nothing but to cut up his meat. The rest do not know how to 
vote either sitting or standing, but they have nerves and strength." 
From amongst these energetic nullities arises a young monster, 
with calm, handsome features, Saint-Just, a sort of precocious 
Sylla, who, twenty-five years of age and a new comer, springs 
from the ranks and establishes a position for himself solely oti 
account of his atrocity.* Six years before this he began life by 
a domestic robbery ; on a visit to his mother, lie left the house 
during the night, carrying off the plate and jewels, which he 
squandered while living in a lodging house in the Rue Fro- 
Bienteau, in the centre of Parisian prostitution ; ^ on the strength 
of this, and at the demand of his friends, he is shut up in a sort 
of hotisc of correction for six months. On returning to his 
abode he occupied himself with writing an obscene poem in the 
style of L<t Puulle and then, through a fit of rage resembling a 
spasm, he plunged headlong into the Revolution. With " blood 
calcined by application to study," colossal self-conceit, a con- 
science that has broken its bounds, a sombre, extravagant im- 
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agination haunted with the bloody records of Rome and SparU, 
a mind so wrenched and perverted as lo find itself at ease in the 
wildest paradoxes, in shameless sophistry-, and in munlcrout 
falsehoods,' all these perilous ingredients mingled in the cxotiUe 
of suppressed, concentrated ambition, long and silent] t boiling 
within him, end in constant defiance, in dctennined caLousness, 
in automatic rigidity, and in the absolute policy of the Utopian 
dictator and nihilist. — It is plain that such a minority will not 
obey parliamentary rules, and, rather than yield to the majority, 
that it will use in debate vociferations, insults, threats* anil 
scuffles with the daggers, pistols, sabres and even the " blunder- 
busses " of a veritable combat. 

" Vile intriguers, calumniators, scoundrels, monsieis, 
blackguards, fools and hogs," such are the usual terms in wbidi 
they address each other, and which are the least of their viih 
lence.* The president, at certain sessions, is obliged three 
to put on his hat and at last breaks his bell. They insult hin^ 
force him to leave his seal and demand that "he be removed.' 
Bazire tries to snatch a declaration presented by him "out of hit 
hands." Bourdon, from the depanment of Oise, cHcs oul to 
him that if he "dares to read it he wilt assassinate him."* The 
chamber " has become an arena of gladiators." * Sometimes the' 
entire " Mountain " darts from its benches on the left, • bile a 
lar human wave rolls down from those on the right ; both 
in the centre of the room amidst furious screams and shouts 
one of these hubbubs one of the " Mouniain " having drawn a p» 
tol the Girondist Duperret draws his swonl' Afta the 
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of December prominent members of the " Right," " conslanily 
persecutwf, threatened and outraged," reduced to "being out 
every night, are compelled to cany arms in self-defense," ' and, 
after the King's execution, " almost all " bring them to the ses- 
sions of the Convention. Any day, indeed, they may .00k for 
the final attack, and they are not disposed to die unavenged : 
during the night of March 9, finding that they are only forty- 
three, they agree to launch themselves in a body "at the firat 
hostile movement against their adversaries and kill as many as 
possible " before perishing.' 

It is a desperate resource, but the only one. For, besides the 
madmen belonging to the Convention, they have against them 
the roadmen in the galleries, and these likewise are September 
murderers. The vilest Jacobin rabble purposely takes its stand 
ocar tbem, at first in the old Riding-school, and then in the new 
hall in the Tuileries. They see above and in a circle around 
them drilled adversaries, eight or nine hundred heads packed "in 
ihe great gallery at the bottom, under a deep and silent vault," 
and, l>esides these, on the sides, a thousand or fifteen hundred 
more, two immense tribunes completely filled." The galleries of 
the Constituent and Legislative Assemblies, compared with these, 
were calm. Nothing is more disgraceful to the Convention, 
writes a foreign spectator,' than the insolence of the audience. 
Ore of the regulations prohibits, indeed, any mark of approval 
or disapproval, "but it is violated every day, and nobody is ever 
punished for this delinquency." The majority in vain expresses 
iu indignation at this "gang of hired ruffians," who beset and 
Oppress it, while at the very time that it utters its complaints, it 
rndures and tolerates it. "The struggle is frightful," saya a 
deputy,* "screams, murmurs, stampings, shouts. . . . The 
foulest insults were launched from the galleries." "For a long 
time," says another, "no one can sp^ak here without obtaining 
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Tbe dar that Buzot obtains the floor lo 
u, "they breik out furiously, yelling, sump- 
' every time that Buzot tries to begin his 
voice V drawned b the ctamor, while he remains half an hour in 
Ae vebmK wiibom oocoidetiDg a sentence. On the calls of the 
HoBK, cpwiJIy, their cries roemUe those of the excited crowd 
■t s % a iiHh bol-fight, with their eager eyes and heaving breasts, 
^ wch hig die c oatest between the bull aaA the picadores ; every 
tBe tttt a dcpn^ voces against tbe death of the Ring or for an 
ifif«l » the people, there arc the "vociferations of cannibals." 
mA "■aciminahte ydb' ereiy tune Aat one votes for the indict- 
n^ of Uaiat. " I dedare," say deputies in the tribune, " that 
I am DM free bete ; I dedaie that I am forced to debate under the 
bafe." ^ — Charls Vfflettc b totd at the entrance that " if he does 
not vi«E for the King's death he will be massacred." — .\nd these 
SBC BOI enpty threats. On the loth of March, awaiting the 
~lhe tribones, duly advised, . . , had already 
ptools.'" In the month of May, the tattered 
I far tbe purpose, uiider the title of " Ladies of the 
' ktnbA 1 dub, Came daily early in the morning U 
t gvard, vith aims in their hands, in the corridors of the 
CenvoMioo; they tear np all tickets given to men or women not 
r bond; they take possession of all the seats, show pistols 
i daggers, and thai "e^teen hundred heads must be knocked 
r to make tfaiogs go on i^ht" * 

hnd these two first rows of assailants is a third, much more 
\ aB the iiion faufiil because it is undefined and obscure, 
r, the vsgae nidtitude forming the anarchical set, scattered 
ml I^ris, and always ready to renew the loth of August 
and ad crfSeptember against the obstinate majority. Incendiary 
d demands for riots come incessantly from the Com- 
le, the Jacobin, Cordeliers, and VEv^ch^ clubs, ftom the 
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usemblies of the sections and groups stationed at the Tuilcries 
and in the streets. " Yesterday," writes the president of ths 
Tuilcries section,' "at the same moment, at various points about 
Paris, the Rue du Bac, at the Marais, in the Church of St. Eus- 
tache, at the Palace of the Revolution, on the Feuillants terrace, 
scoundrels were preaching pillage and assassination." — On the 
foUowing day, again on the Feuillants terrace, that is to say, 
right under the windows of the Convention, "they urge the 
assassination of Louvel for having denounced Robespierre." — 
Minister Roland writes : " I hear of nothing but conspiracy and 
{■Uns to murder." — Three weeks later, for several days, "an up- 
rising is announced in Paris";' the Minister is warned that 
"alarm guns would be fired," while the heads are designated 
beforehand on which this ever muttering insurrection will fell. 
In the following month, in spite of all the recent precise law, 
"the deaoral assembly prints and circulates gratis the list of 
tDcmbers of the Feuillants and Sainte-Chapelle clubs ; it likewise 
orders the priming and circulation of the list of the eight thou- 
santl, and of the twenty thousand, as well as of the clubs of 1 789 
and of Montaig."' In January, "hawkers cry through the 
streets a list of the aristocrats and royalists who voted for an ap- 
peal 10 the people." ' Some of the appellants are singled out by 
nunc through placards ; Thibaul, bbhop of Comal, while read- 
ing the poster on the wall relating to him, hears some one along- 
side of him say : " I should like to know that bishop of Cantal ; 
I would make bread tasteless to him." Roughs point out cer- 
tain deputies leaving the Assembly, and exclaim: "'I'hose are 
the beggars to cut up ! " — From week to week signs of insurrec- 
tion increase and multiply, like flashes of lightning in a coming 
tempest. On the ist of January, "it is rumored that the barriers 
«e to be closed at night, and that domiciliary visits are going to 
begin again."* On the 7th of January, on the motion of the 
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Gravilliere section, the Commune demands of the Mioister of 
War 131 cannon stored at Saint-Denis, to divide among the 
tions. On the iSth of January the same section proposes to the 
other forty-seven to apijoint, as on the loth of August, special 
commissaries to meet at the Ev§ch6 and watch over public 
safety. That same day, to prevent the Convention from misun- 
derstanding the object of these proceedings, it is openly stated 
in the tribunes that the cannon brought to Paris "are for another 
loth of August against that body." The same day, military 
force has to be employed to prevent bandits from going to the 
prisons "to renew the massacres." On the 28th of January the 
Palais-Royal, the resort of the pleasure-seeking, is surrounded 
by Sanierre, at eight o'clock in the evening, and "about six 
thousand men, found without a certificate of civism," are arrested, 
subject to the decision one by one of their section. — Not only 
does the lightning flash, but already the bolt descends in isolateil 
places.' On the 31st of December a man named Louvain, 
formerly denounced by Marat as Lafayette's agent, is slain in 
the faubourg St, Antoine, and his corpse dragged through the 
streets to the Morgue. On ihe isth of February, the grocer- 
shops are pillaged at the instigation of Marat, with the conniv- 
ance or sanction of the Commune. On the gth of March the 
printing establishment of Gorsas is sacked by two hundred n 
armed with sabres and pistols. The same evening and on the 
next morning the riot extends lo the Convention itself; ' 
committee of the Jacobin club summons every section in Parts 
to arms " to " get rid " of the appellanl deputies and the ministers ; 
the Cordeliers club retjuests the Parisian authorities "to take 
sovereignty into their own hands and place the treacherous dep- 
uties under arrest"; Fournier, Varlet, and Champion ask the 
Commune "to declare itself in insurrection and dose the bar- 
riers" ; all the approaches to the Convention are occupied by the 
"dictators of massacre," Pction' and Beumonville being recog- 
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nUed on their passing, pursued and in danger of death, while 
fiirioas mobs gather on the FeuiUants terrace " to award popular 
judgment," "to cut off heads" and "send them into the depart- 
mrats." — Luckily, it rains, which always cools down popular 
efiervesccnce. Kerv^legan, a deputy from Finist&re, who escapes, 
finds means of sending to the other end of the faubourg St. 
Marceau for a battalion of volunteers from Brest that had 
arrived a few days before, and who were still loyal ; these come 
in time and save the Convention. — Thus does the majority live 
under the triple pressure of the " Mountain," the galleries and the 
outside populace, and from month to month, especially after 
March to, the pressure gets to be worse and worse. 

III. 
Under this pressure from month to month the majority falters. 
-^ome are overcome by purely physical fright. On the King's 
trial, at the third call of the House, when votes for death came 
duwn from the galleries above, a deputy near Daunou "showed 
m a most energetic manner his disapproval of this." On his 
lum coming, " the galleries, which had undoubtedly noticed his 
ittiiudc," burst out in such violent threats that for some minutes 
his voice could not be heard; "silence was at length restored, 
and he voted — death."' — Others, like Durand-Maillane, "warned 
\>j Robesi>ierre that the strongest party is the safest," say to them- 
sdves "that it is wise and necessary not to oppose excited peo- 
ple," making up their minds "to keep aloof under the shield of 
their silence and insignificance."* Among the five hundred 
deputies of the Plain, many are of this stamp. They begin to 
be called "the Marsh Frogs." In six months ihey setde down 
of themselves into so many mute figureheads, or, rather, homi- 
cidal puppets, " whose hearts, shrunk through fear, rise in their 
AroUs"* every time that Robespierre looks at them. Long 
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'jlL gc sdc GcTXHfists, ^downcast at the present state 
ZL fT.mts ca: z£^ ^cxiigcr stiired by any invard impulse/* their 
iJ7£3ifT c^ocfie ""the pallor of fear or the resignation of 
C.E=rr«i*:eres beats to the windward, and then takes 
1^ s. b2^ CcfTP-r^ee on Legtsladon.' Banrte, bom a valet, 
X Tu: reiikij XX anything, places his southern mode of do> 
3tf£ rriTTCt- 1: :^ serrxe ot the probable maj(»ity, up to the time 
:c .ire -oiz^ r2» crsei riietark: to the service of the dominant 
mccr-CT. SobiEesw xner casdng his vote for death, maintains 
vCiirTr>ir* sd^^ci^e. xs msch through disgust as through prudence : 
-^ vlff « i«l: x^xI 2s ay glsss of wine in this torrent of dram -drink- 
3ix?"^ Miny. even among the Girondists, use sophistry to 
4:::icr t^idr cccosi5£ocs in their own eyes. Some among these 
^•^T^ ±^ rw- enxiy some degree of popularity, and fear that 
:iis wil :< ccoa^rcccijscd-* Again, they put forth the pretext of 
tzie ziec^essTT cc rr.i'rtaining one's influence for important occa- 
saxis^ vVciisacc^y. :heT aoect to say, or say it in good faith, 
Lee ri«s •ibe e3L3:iva^:ant) keep on, they will find each other 
^cc X3C ::^ ±exE:seiTes up.*" — Frequently, the motives alleged 
jur? sci=idijc>s2> or cnxesque. According to Barbaroux, immedi- 
xr* exic-txc n use be voted, because that is the best way to 
cic-ilror^ ihe Girosde and shut the mouths of their Jacobin 
Qi -— .iT.-s.^ Acccniing to Berlier, it is essential to vote death 
lor. »>.y \::e :or eiile? Louis XVI. would be torn to pieces 
cexre re-JLchjZi: the nomier.* — On the eve of the veniict, Ver- 
£r.:^-i 5a\-s :o M. vie Se^rur: '* I vote Death! It is an insult to 
<ur vose nie ciruble of such a disgraceful act ! " And, ** he sets 
bL r± ihe ^l^htrul :niou;tv of such a course, the uselessness, and 
e'^^r. :r> djtr.iier." •* I would rather stand alone in my opinion 
:hin \ ere De^th ! ** * The next day, having voted as is well 
kr.o*n. he e\cu>e> himself by saying *'that he did not think he 
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ought to put the hfe of one man in ihe scale against the public 
welfare." ' Fifteen or twenty deputies, influenced by his exam- 
ple, voted as he did, which support sufficed to turn the majority.* 
— ^Thc same weakness is found at other decisive moments. 
Charged with the denunciation of the conspiracy of the loth of 
March, VergnJaud attributes it to the aristocrats, and admits to 
I^uvet that "he did not wish to name the real conspirators for 
fear of embittering violent men already pushing things to excess." ^ 
The inilh is, the Girondists, as formerly the Constitutionalists, 
are too civilised for their adversaries, and submit to force for lack 
of rrtolution enough to employ it themselves, 

"To put down the faction," says one of them,* "can be done 
only by cutting its throat, which, perhaps, would not be difficult 
to do. All Paris is as weary as we are of its yoke, and, if we 
bad any liking for or knowledge how to deal with insurrections, 
we could soon throw it off. But how can measures of atrocity 
be adopted against men who would make them a reproach 
against their adversaries ? And yet ihey would have saved the 
countrj-." Consequently, incapable of action, able only to talk, 
reduced to protests, to barring the way to revolutionary decrees, 
to making appeals to the department against Paris, they stand 
as an obstacle to all the practical people who are heartily en- 
gaged in the brunt of the action. — "There is no doubt that Car- 
not is OS honest as they are, as honest as a booby fanatic can 
be." * — Cambon, undoubtedly with as much integrity as Roland, 
pronounced as loudly as he against the id of September, the 
Commune, and anarchy.* — But, to Camot and Cambon, who 
pass their nights, one in establishing his budgets, and the other 
in studying his cards, they require, 6rst of all, a government 
which will provide them with millions and with armies, and, 
therefore, an unscrupulous and unanimous Convention, that is to 
say, there being no other expedient, a Convention under com- 
pulsion, which means, finally, a Convention purged of trouble- 
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t oratots;' in other words, the dictatorship of 
n popoUce. After the ijth of December, 1 752, Can- 
boo gives bimseif up to it entirely, and even erects the tetrorisn 
of tbe rabble into an European system \ from that date 
preadMs nnirersal sans-calotUrie, a regime which n-i!l have the 
poor fcr its administrators and the rich for its rate-payei 
abort, ibe restoratioD of privileges in an inverse sense; already 
the cipressioD 15 true «-hich Sieyes subsequently utters ; the ques* 
tioD is no kngcT an application of the principles of the Revoln- 
nOD, bot the sa]\-ation of its men. Id the presence of this sytt 
keener sad keener necessity, numbers of hesitating deputies fol- 
low ^ stream, letting the Montagnards have their own way and' 
aeparating theniselTes from the Girondists. 

Aod, what is graver still, the Girondists, above all these defeo- 
tioas, arc untrue to themselves. Not only are ihej- ignor;int of 
how to draw a line, of how to form themselves into a compacf 
body; not only "b the veiy idea of a cr)llectivc proceeding 
repulsive, each member desiring to keep himself indeptenden^; 
and act as be thinks best," ' make motions H-ithout consuhing 
others, and vote as the occasion colls for against his party, l>ut| 
tfanx^h its abstract principle, they are in accord with iheir ad- 
Tosaties, and, on the fatal declivity whereon their honorable: 
and humane instincts still retain them, this common dogma, U 
a coocealed wdghi, causes them to sink lower and lower dowi^ 
even into the bottomless pit, where the State, according to tbe 
fomiulx of Jean Jacques, omnipotent, philosophic, an ti -catholic, 
an li- Christian, despotic, levelling, intoletani, and propagandist,- 
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ition, levels fortunes, persecutes the Church, op- 
:icnces, crushes out the individual, and, by military 
ftwce, tmposes its forms abroad.^ At bottom, save an excess of 
brutality and of precipitation, the Girondists, setting out from 
the same principles as the " Mountain," marches forward to the 
tvDc end along with the " Mountain," Hence the effect of sec- 
tirUn prejudice on them in mollifying their moral repugnances. 
Secretly, in [heir hearts, revolutionary instincts conspire with 
those of their enemies, and, on many occasions, they betray 
ihemsclves. — Through these devices and multiplied weaknesses, 
on the one hand, the majority diminishes so as to present but 
379 voles against 228;' on the other hand, through frequent 
bilures it surrenders to the besiegers one by one every command- 
ing post of the public citadel, so that nothing remains but lo fly 
beg for mercy at the first attack. 
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principle, it carries a vote for a departmental guard, but. 

to the opposition of the Montagnards, it fails to put the 
principle into operation. — For six months it is protected, and, on 
the loth of March, saved, llirough the spontaneous aid of pro- 
vincial federates, but, far from organising these passing auxiliaries 
into a permanent body of faithful defenders, it allows them to be 
dispersed or corrupted by Pache and the Jacobins. — It passes 
decrees frequently for the punishment of the abettore of the Sep- 
tember crime, but, on their menacing petition, the trials are 
indefinitely postponed.^ — It has summoned to its bar Fournier, 
Luowski, Deifieux, and other leaders, who, on the loth of 
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\Lirch, vere disposed to throw it out of the windows, but, on 
nuLidag their impudent s^Iogy, it sends them away acquitted, 
&ee« and ready to begin over again.^ At the War Department 
is mscs op in turn two amning Jacobins, Pache and Bouchotte, 
w^ are to work against it unceasingly. At the Department of 
the Interior it allows the &I1 of its firmest support, Roland, and 
arcocnts Garat in his place, an ideologist, whose mind, composed 
oc glittering generalities, with a character made up of contra- 
dicrcrr xDciinationSf fiitters itself away in reticences, in falsehoods 
aad in half-waT treaidierY, under the burden of his too onerous 
d-Jtiek — It TOtes the murder of the King, which places an insur- 
laocntabwe barrkr of blood between it and all honest persons. — 
It ptsnges die natioo into a war in behalf of principles,' and 
excfres an European league against France, which league, in 
tr ar i sJ es na g the perib arising from the September crime to the 
rroctier. permaiiendy establishes the September regime in the 
r. — It forges in adTance the vilest instruments of the forth- 
:g Reign of Terror, through the decree which establishes 
tbe re^Wutioairy tribune, with Fouquier-Tinvflle as president, 
jLi^i t^ cMi^tJon tor each juryman to utter his verdict aloud : ^ 
t>^o;i*:ti the decree cocdemning every emigre to ci\'il death, and 
tite c.'cfscirkQ of hs property- *'of either sex," even a simple 
fuctA^* evea remmed wiihin sLx months ; * through the decree 
whxh -outliws anstocrats and enemies of the Revolution";* 
t'CTv-c^h the devTee which, in each commune, establishes a tax 
or. thsf w^-ilth of the commune in order to adapt the price of 
ccrjLi ro wops ; * through the decree which subjects ever)- bag 
o£ ^rj±i rc» declaratioa and to the maximum ; " through the de- 
cree « hxh aw anis six years in irons for any traffic in the cur- 
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rency ; ' through the decree which orders a forced loan of a 
billion, extorted from the rich ; ' through the decree which raises 
in each town a paid army of sans-culotfes "to hold aristocrats 
under their pikes " ; ^ in fine, through the decree which, institut- 
ing the Committee of Public Safety,' fashions a central motor 
which, with all these sharp scythes, mows down fortunes and 
lives with the utmost rapidity. — To these engines of general de- 
struction it adds one more, which is special and operates against 
itself. Not only does it furnish Its rivals of the Commune with 
the millions they need to pay iheir bands; not only does it ad- 
vance lo the different sections,' in the form of a loan, the hun- 
dreds of thousands of francs which are needed to satisfy the 
thirst of their yelpers; but again, at the end of March, just ai 
the moment when it happens to escape the first Jacobin invasion. 
it provides for the election by each section of a Committee of 
Supervision, authorised to make domiciliary visits and lo disarm 
the suspected;' it allows this committee to make arrests and 
inflict special taxes ; lo facilitate its 0|)erations it orders a list of 
the inmates of each house, legibly "stating names, surnames, 
ages and professions," to be affixed to the entrance,' a copy of 
which must be left wiih the committee, and which is subject to 
its control. To end the mailer, it submits itself, and, "regard- 
less of the inviolability of a representative of the French 
nation,"' it decides that, in case of political denunciation, its 
members may be brought lo trial. 



V. 



I seem to hear you," writes a sarcastic observer,* "address- 
ing the faction in these terms ; Now, look here, we have the 
means, but we are not disposed lo make use of them against 
you ; it would be unfair to attack you unarmed. Pubhc powei 
emanates from two principles, legal auihorily and armed force. 
Now we will at once create committees of supervision, of which 
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you shall appoint the heads, for the reason that, with a whip of 
this kind, you can lash every honest mao in Paris, and thus reg- 
ulate public opinion. We will do more than this, for the sacribce 
would not be complete ; we are disposed to make you a present 
of our armed force, with authority to disarm anybody that you 
may suspecL As far as we are concerned, we are ready to sur- 
render even our pocket-knives,' and remain apart, content wich 
our virtues and talents. — But mind what you are about. Should 
you be so ungrateful as to attack our sacred persons, we shall 
find avengers in the departments." " H'hat good will the depart- 
ments do you, let loose against each other, after you are out of 
the way ? " No summary could be more exact nor any predic- 
tion more accurately based. Henceforth, and by virtue of the 
Convention's own decrees, not only have the Jacobins the whole 
of the executive power in their hands, as this is found in civilised 
countries, but likewise the discretionary power of the amiiiue 
tyrant or modem pacha, that arbitrary, strong arm which, sing- 
ling out the individual, falls upon him and lakes from him his 
arms, his freedom, and his money. After the aSlh of March, we 
See in Piris 1 resumption of the syslem which, instituted by the 
loth of August, was completed by the ad of September. In the 
morning, drums beat to arms ; at noon, the barriers are shut, the 
bridges and passages guarded, and sentinels stand on the oomen 
of the streets ; no one is allowed " to pass outside the limits of 
his section," or circulate within them without shonHng his oerti&- 
caie of civism ; houses are invested, numbers of persons are 
arrested,' and, during the succeeding months, this operation b 
carried on under the sway of the Committee of Supentsion. 
Now, this Committee, in almost all the sections, "is made up of 
lam-culvtUs," not fathers of families, men of judgment and ex- 
perience, people living a long time in the quarter, but •' strangers, 
or young men trying to be something," ' ambitious underlings. 
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ignorant dare-devils, despotic intermeddlers, imp acable, gloom>% 
nw inquisitors. 

The first thing is the disamament of the suspeited. "It suf- 
fices thai any citizen shall be denounced as such, and that the 
said case of suspicion be known to the Commitle " ; • or that his 
certificaie of civism be delivered to him only within a month,' 
for any delegate, accompanied by ten armed men, to resort to his 
bouse and search it. In the section of the Reunion alone, on 
the first day, 57 denounced persons are thus disarmed for "acts 
of incivism or expressions adverse to the Republic," not merely 
lawyers, notaries, architects, and other prominent men, but petty 
tradesmen and shop-keepers, hatters, dyera, locksmiths, mechan* 
ics, gilders, and keepers of refreshment saloons. One section, 
in defiance of the law, adds to these in block the signers of the 
petition of the eight thousand and that of the twenty thousand. 
"Through such contrivances," says an obser\'er,' "all the guns 
in Paris, numbering more than a hundred thousand, pass into 
the hands of the faction." None remain for its adversaries, even 
in the gunsho)>s; for, through an ordinance of the Commune, no 
ODC may purchase a gun without a (xnificale issued by the Com* 
iniitee of Supervision of the section.' — On the other hand, owing 
to the power of granting or refusing certificates of civism, each 
Conimiliee, on its own authority, interposes barriers as it pleases 
in all directions, public or private, to every inhabitant within iis 
bounds. It is impossible for any person who has not obtained 
his certificate * to have a passport for travelling if he is a trades- 
nan ; no public employee, no clerk of the administration, advo- 
cate or notary can keep his place without it ; no one can go out 
of Paris or return late at night. If one goes out to take an air- 
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ing, there is danger of being arrested and brought back bctwea 
two soldiers to the committee of the section ; if one sUrs a 
home, it is with the chance of being inspected as a harborctof 
priests or nobles. Any Farisiiui opening his windows in tht 
morning may find his house surrounded by a conapany of w- 
magnoUs, if he has not the indispensable certificate in his pockci.' 
In the eyes of a Jacobin committee, there is no civism bm in 
Jacobinism, and we can imagine whether this patent would tc 
willingly conferred on opponents, or even on the lukewarm. *hii 
examinations they would have to undergo, what questions ^xf 
would be obliged to answer, how many goings and comingt, 
solicitations, appearances and waitings would be imposed un 
them, with what persistency it would get up delays, and uiih 
what satisfaction it would be refused. Buzot presented hiniiclf 
four times at the Committee of Quatre- Nations to obtain & cer- 
tificate for his domestic, and failed to get it.' — There is another 
still more effectual expedient for keeping the ill-disposed in check. 
The committee of each section, aided by a member of the C-Mi- 
mune,' designates the twelve thousand men drafted for the eipe- 
dition into La Vendue, and picks them by name, one by QIW| *> 
it may select them ; the effect of this Is to purge Paris of tweln 
thousand ami -Jacobins, and tranquillise the section assetuUies, 
where opposition is often objectionable. To this end the com- 
mittee selects first, and gives ihe preference to the clerks of law- 
yers and notaries, those of banking-houses, the administration, 
and of merchants, the unmarried in all offices and counting- 
rooms, in short, all celibates belonging to the middle class of 
Paris, of which there are more than twenty-five thousand:* 
according to the ordinance, every other one is taken, those un- 
doubtedly in worst repute with the Commitlce, this proceeding 
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iilencing the tongues of the others and preventing evil talking in 
their sections.' 

While one land clutches the collar, the other rummages the 
pocket. The Committee of Supervision of each section, always 
aided by a member of ihe Commune,' designates all persons in 
easy circumstances, estimates their incomes as it pleases, or 
according to common report, and sends them an order to pay a 
particular sum in proportion to their surplus, and according to a 
progressive lax. The allowance which is exempt for the head of a 
family is 1.500 francs per annum, besides 1,000 francs for his wife 
and 1,000 francs for each child ; if the excess is over 15,000 or 
10,000 francs, they assess it 5,000 francs ; if more than 40,000 or 
50,000 francs, ihey assess it 20,000 ; in no case may the surplus re- 
tained exceed 30,000 francs ; all above this amount goes to the 
Stale. The first third of this sudden contribution to the public funds 
is required in forty -eight hours, the second in a fortnight, and the 
remaining third in a month, under serious penalties. If the tax 
happens to be exaggerated, if an income is uncertain or imag- 
inary, if receipts are yet to come in, if there is no ready money, 
if, like Francceur, the opera manager, a man "has nothing but 
debts," so much the worse. " In case of refusal," writes the sec- 
tion of Bon-Conseil, "his personal and real properly shall be 
BoM by the revolutionary committee, and his person declared 
suspected. "' — Even this is simply an installment on account: 
"TTiere is no desire on the part of the Committee at the present 
■nomeni to demand more than a portion of your surplus," that 
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which remains to be taken hereafter. Deslieui, the bankrupt,' 

has already, in the tribune of the Jacobin club, estimated the 
fortunes of one hundred of the wealthiest notaries and financiers 
in Paris at 640,000,000 francs ; the municipality sent a list of their 
names to the sections to have it completed ; if only one-tenth 
was taken from them, it would amount to 64,000,000, which 
"big sponges," thoroughly squeezed, would disgorge a much 
larger amounL "The richest of Frenchmen," says Robespierre, 
"should not have more than 3,000 francs a year,"' The con- 
tributions of "these gentlemen" sufRce to arm the sans-ailotlti, 
"remunerate artisans for their attendance in the section meetings, 
and support laborers without work,"^ Already, through the 
sovereign virtue of summary requisitions, ever^thbg is spoil, 
carriage -horses are seized in their stables, while vehicles belong- 
ing 10 aged ladies, mostly widows, and the last of the berlios 
Still remaining in Paris, are taken out of the livery-stables.' — 
With such powers used in this way, the section makes the most 
of the old deep-seated enmity of the poor against the rich;* it 
secures the iirra attachment of the needy and of vagabonds; 
thanks to the vigorous arms of its active dients, it completely 
overcomes the feeble, transient, poorly-contrived resistance which 
the National Convention and the Parisian population still oppose 

On the I3lh of April Marat, accused three months before and 
daily becoming bolder in his factiousness, is finally indicted 
through a decree of the Incensed majority;' on the a4lh he ap- 
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pears before the revolutionary tribunal. But the revolutionary 
tribunal, like other newly organised institutions, is composed of 
pure Jacobins, and, moreover, the party has taken its precau- 
tions. Marai, for his escort to the courtroom has "the munici- 
po] commissaries, envoys from the various sections, delegates 
from all the patriotic clubs " ; besides these, " a multitude of good 
patriots" fill the hall beforehand; "early in the morning the 
Other chambers of the Palais de Justice, the corridors, the courts 
uid adjacent streets" overflow with ^'- sans -culottes ready to 
aven^ any outrage that may be perpetrated en their favorite de- 
finder."* Naturally, with his supreme iniatuation, he speaks 
sot like an accused person, but "as an apostle and martyr." He 
is overwhelmed with applause, unanimously acquitted, crowned 
with laurel, bome in triumph to the Convention, where he thun- 
ders a song of victory, while the Girondin majority is compelled 
to endure his presence, awaiting his forthcoming proscriptions. — 
Equally as impotent as the moderates of the Legislative Assem- 
bly, the moderates in the street recover themselves only to be 
again felled to the ground. On the 4lh and sth of May, five or 
six hundred young fellows, well-dressed and without arms, have 
assembled in the Champs-Elys^es and at the Luxembourg to 
protest against the ordinance of the Commune, which drafts 
them for the expedition to La Vendue;'' they shout, I'ire la 
Republique ! Vive la Loi ! Down with anarchists ! Send Ma- 
rat, Danion and Robespierre to the Devil ! Naturally, Santerre's 
paid guard disperses these young sparks ; al>out a thousand are 
arrested, and henceforth the rest will be careful not to make any 
<^>en demonstration on the public thoroughfares. — Again, for 
lack of something better to do, we see them freciuently returning 
to the section assemblies, especially early in May; they find 
themselves in a majority, and enter on discussions against Jaco- 
bin tj-ranny ; at the Bon-Conseil section, and at those of Mar- 
seilles and I'Unil^, Lhuillier is hooted at, Marat threatened, and 
Ctuutnclte denounced.' — But these are only flashes in the pan ; 
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lu maintain lasting sway in these permanent assemblies, the mod- 
erates, like the sans-<ulollts, would have to be in constant attend- 
ance, and use their fisls every night. Unfortunately, the young 
men of 1793 have not yet arrived at that painful experience, that 
imjjlacable hate, that athletic ruggedness which is to sustain them 
in 1795. "After one evening in which the seats everywhere 
were broken " ' on the backs of the contestants, they falter, and 
never recover themselves, the professional roughs, at the end of 
a fortnight, being victorious all along the line. — The better to 
put resistance down, the roughs form a special league amongst 
themselves, and go around from section to section to give each 
other help." Under the title of a deputation, under the pretext 
of preventing disturbance, a troop of sturdy fellows, despatched 
by the neighboring section, arrives at the meeting, and suddenly 
transforms the minority into a majority, or controls the vole by 
force of clamor. Sometimes, at a late hour, when the hall is 
nearly empty, they declare themselves a general meeting, and 
aliout twenty or thirty will cancel the discussions of the day. At 
other times, being, through the municipality, in possession of the 
police, they summon an armed force to their aid, and oblige the 
refractory to decamp. And, as examples are necessary to secure 
perfect silence, the fifteen or twenty who have formed themselves 
into a full meeting, with the five or six who form the Committee 
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of Supervision, issue warrants of arrest against the most prom- 
inent of their opponents. The vice-president of the Bon-Conseil 
section, and the jiige-de-paix of the Unit^ section, learn in prison 
that it is dangerous to present to the Convention an address 
against anarchists or sign a debate against Chaumette.' — To- 
wards the end of May, in the section assemblies, nobody dares 
open his mouth against a Jacobin motion; often, even, there are 
none present but Jacobins ; for example, at the Gravilhers, they 
have driven out all not of their band, and henceforth no "in- 
triguer"' is imprudent enough to present himself there. — Hav- 
ing become the people in council assembled, with free power to 
diwrm, put on the index, displace, tax, send off to the army, and 
imprison whoever gives them umbrage, they are able now, with 
the municipality at their back and as guides, to turn the arms 
which they have obtained from the Convention again.st it, attack 
the Girondists in their last refuge, and possess themselves of the 
only fort not yet surrendered. 

vr. 

To accomplish this they have only to do !n all sections simul- 
taneously what ihey arc accustomed to do in each section apart 
from the rest ; thus substituted for the veritable people by force 
and fraud, they are able to conjure up before the Convention the 
phantom of popular disapproval. — From the municipality, hold- 
ing its sessions at the H6tel-de-ville, and from the conventicle 
established at the Kv^che, emissaries are sent forth who present 
the same addresses at the same time in every section in Paris. ^ 
"Here is a petition for signatures." "Read it." "There is no 
need of it — it is already adopted by a majority of the sections." 
" In some of them this falsehood is successful, or several of them 
sign it in good failh without reading it, In others they read it 
and refuse to sign it; in others, again, it is read and they pass to 
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the order of the day. What happens? The inlriguers and 
ringleaders remain until all conscientious citizens have with- 
drawTi ; then, mastere of the debate, they decide that the petition 
must be signed, and they accordingly affix their signatures. The 
next day, on the arrival of cilizens at the seclion, ihe petition is 
handed to thera for their names, and the debate of the previous 
evening is advanced against them. If they offer any remarks, 
they are met with these terrifying words ; Sign, or no certificate 
of civism 1 And, as the sanction of this threat, several of the 
sections which are mastered by those who draw up the lists of 
proscriptions, decide that the certificates of civism must be 
changed, and new ones are refused to those refusing to sign the 
petition. They do not rest content with these manceuvrings ; 
men anued with pikes are posted in the streets to force the sig- 
natures of those who pass."' The whole weight of municipal 
authority has been publicly cast into the scale. "Commissaries 
of the Comriiune, accompanied by municipal secretaries, with 
tables, inkstands, paper and registere, promenade about Paris 
preceded by drums and a body of militia," From lime to lime, 
they make "a solemn halt," and declaim against BHssoi, Vcr- 
gniaud, Guadet, and then "demand and obtiin signatures."* — 
Thus extorted and borne to the Convention by the mayor, in the 
name of the council -general of the Commune and of the thirty- 
five sections, the imperious petition denounces twenty-two Girond- 
ists as traitors, and insolently demands their expulsion. — Another 
day it is found that a similar summons and similarly presented, 
in the name of the forty-eight sections, is authorised only by 
thirteen or fourteen.^ — Sometimes the political parade is still 
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more incautious, Pretended deputies of the faubourg St. An- 
toinc appear before the Convention and assert the revolutionary 
programme. " If you do not adopt it," they say, " we will de- 
dare ourselves in a slate of insurrection ; there are 40,000 men 
St the door." ' The truth is, " about fifty bandits, scarcely known 
in the faubourg," and led by a former ujiholsterer, now a com- 
missary of police, "have gathered together on their route" all 
they could find in ihe workshops "and in the stores," the multi- 
tude packed into the Place Vcndfime, not knowing what was 
demanded in their name.' — Factitious as these tumults may be, 
they are useful ; ihcy show the Convention its master, and pre- 
jtaie the way for a more effectual invasion. The day Marat was 
acquitted, the whole of his "slums," male and female, came 
along with him ; under pretext of parading before the Conven- 
tion, they invaded the hall, scattered themselves over the benches 
and steps, and, supported by the galleries, installed anew in the 
tribune, amidst a tempest of applause and of clnmorings, the 
usual promoter of insurrection, pillage and assassination.^ — Not- 
withstanding, however, the energy and (lersisiency of the block- 
ade, the Convention, which has yielded on so twany points, will 
not consent to self-injury. It pronounces the petition presented 
against the Twenty-two calumnious ; it institutes a special com- 
mission of twelve members to search the papers of the Commune 
and the sections for legal proofs of the plot openly and steadily 

jVMiniained by the Jacobins against the national representation; 
'ijror Pache is summoned to the bar nf the house; warrants 
it are issued against Hebert, Dobsen and Varlet. — Since 

^popular manifestations have not answered the purpose, and the 
Convention, instead of obeying, is rebeUious, nothing is left but 
(o employ force. 

"Since the loth of March," says Vergniaud, in the tribune,' 
"murder is openly and unceasingly fomented against you." — "It 
is a terrible time," says an observer, "strongly resembling thai 
preceding the id of September," * — Thai same evening, at Ihe 
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Jacobin dub, a member proposes to "exterminate the wretdid 
before leaving." " I have studied the Convention," he says ; ' 

"it is composed in pan of wretches who ought lo be punished. 
All the supporters of Dumouriei and (he other conspirators 
should be put out of the way ; fire the alarm gun and close the 
barriers!" The following forenoon, "all the walls in Paris are 
covered with posters," calling on the Parisians to "despatch the 
men at the head of the Stale as soon as possible." ' — " This thing 
must be stopped ! " is the exclamation of the sanseulotUs. — The 
following week, at the Jacobin club, as elsewhere, "immediate 
insurrection is the order of the day. . . . What we formerly 
called the sacred enthusiasm of freedom and patriotism, is now 
metamorphosed into the fury of an excited populace, which can 
no longer be regulated or disciplined except by force. There is 
not one of these wretches who would not accept a counter-revo- 
lution, provided diey could be allowed to crush and stamp on 
the most noted conservatives.' , , . 'ITie conclusion is that 
the day, the hour, the minute that the faction believes that it caii 
usefully and without risk bring into play all the brigands in Paris,* 
then will the insurrection undoubtedly take place." Alread)' the 
plan of the massacre is under consideration by the lowest clan 
of fanatics at the mayoralty, the Evfich^, and the Jacobin club* 
Some isolated house is to be selected, with a suite of three 
rooms on the ground floor, and a small court in the rear ; the 
twenty-two Girondists are to be caught in the night and brought 
to this slaughter-house arranged beforehand; each in turn is lo 
be passed along lo the last room, where he is lo be killed and 
his body tumbled into a hole dug in the middle of the court, anti 
then the whole covered over with quick-lime ; it will be supposed 
that they have emigrated, and, lo establish the fact, false corre- 
spondence will be printed." A member of the Committee on the 



I 






' Buchei « Roui, XXVII. 9. Speech of Guiidet 

*Bucheiel Raul, XXVII. 9. FatrUti Fraifmi. M$if ty 

(Schmult, I. 1149. Repon of Durnrd, May ia.~Aka 145, 

•Schnidc. I. in. RepoR of Dutird. Miy 19. 

• BeriEDcing, Chatry. Duboiq, " IVko Rcudllw pai ti eoamiiMn da 
t Oeii," Juec iS, i-j^i (m iIh "Minauci" of Mdllmi, pp. t;«-i«ai. > 
Ind aLrbHJy oecuind- " L«r\}uiiuu cune near hang hiUcd- Hatty oi 

ns meani of rcprcHion." (MonimEr-Temiux. Vtl. itt. 1ms of At deputy Midnt d^ 
coiutiluenb, May to.] 
•Bcrgoeing, "Plic™, etc."— MiOlan. pp. }« aiul 411— Tlii 

Ha; IS, ao, and 11, and U the Cordelisn dub Majr la nd 13 



THE yACOBI^^ CO.VQCEST. 



337 



Municipal Police declares that the plan is Teasibte: "We will 
Scpiemberise ihem — not we ourselves, but men who are ready, 
and who will be well paid for it." — The Afonlagnards present, 
I^nard Bourdon and Legendre, make no objection. The 
Utter simply remarks that the Girondists should not be seized in 
the Convention; outside the Convention "they are wretches 
whose death would save the Republic," and the act is lawful ; 
he would see "every rascal with them on the 'black' side perish 
without interfering." — Several, instead of 22 deputies, demand 
30 or 32, and some 300; the suspected of each district may be 
added, while ten or a dozen proscription lists are already made 
ouL Through a clean sweep, executed the same night, at the 
same hour, they may be conducted to the Carmelites, near the 
Luxembourg, and. "if there is not room enough there," to Bic6- 
Ue; here, "they will disappear from the surface of the globe." ' 
Certain leaders desired to entrust the purification of Paris to the 
sagacity of popular instinct. " In loose and disconnected phrases " 
ibey address the people : " Rouse yourselves, and act according 
to your inspirations, since no counsel of mine will enable you to 
banish those you must strike down!" On the contrary, Varlet 
proposes a plan of public safety, very full and explicit, in fifteen 
■ articles: "Sweep away the deputies of the ' Plain,* and other dep- 
uties of the Constituent and Legislative Assemblies, all nobles, 
priests, pettifoggers, etc,; exterminate the whole of that race, 
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and the Bourbons, loo, with entire suppression of llie Ministers." 
Hubert, for his part, alluding to the Girondists, writes in his 
gazette that " the last hour of their death is going lo strike," aiid 
that, " when their foul blood shall be shed, all the aristocratic 
brawlers will return to their holes, the same as on the lolh of 
August." — Naturally, the professional slaughterers are notified. 
A certain LaforeE, an old-clothes dealer on the Quai-du-Loubre, 
who, with his wife, had already distinguished themselve 
zd of September, reckons that " there are in Paris 6,0 
euluttes ready to kill at the first sign all the dangerous deputies, 
and eight thousand petitioners," undoubtedly those who, i 
several sections, signed the addresses to the Convention against 
the Commune. — Another "Septemberiser," ' commandin 
battalion of the Jardin des Plantes, Hcnriot, on meeting some men 
working on the river, says to them in his rough voice : "Good 
morning, my good fellows, we shall need you soon, und at better 
work. You won't have wood to carry in your garbage-tarts— 
you'll have to carry dead bodies." "All right," rcplie 
the hands, half tipsy, "we'll do it as we did the ad of Septem- 
ber. We'll lumapenny by it."— "Cheynard, a locksmith and 
machinist at the mint, is manufacturing daggers, . . . aa' 
the women of the tribunes are already supplied with two hui 
dred of them." — Finally, on the zglh of May, Hebert propose^ 
in the Jacobin club,* "to pounce down on the Commission oT 
Twelve," and another Jacobin declares that " those who hav8 
usurped dictatorial power," meaning by that the Girondist^ 
"are outlawed," 

All that is overdone, in a bungling way, useless and danger* 
ous, or, at least, premature, and the chiefs of the " Mountain," 
Danton, Robespierre, and Marat himself, better informed aod 
less short-sighted, are well aware that brutal murder would bs 
revolting to the already half-arou.sed departments.* The lcgisla« 
live machinery is not to be broken, but made use of; it must b~^^ 
employed against itself to affect the required injury; in Ifais w« 
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the operatioD at a distance will appear legal, and, garnished wirh 
the usual high-flown speeches, impose on the provincial mind.' 
From the 3d of April, Robespierre, in the Jacobin club, always 
circumspect and considerate, had limited and defined in advance 
the coming insurrection. " Let all good citizens," he says, " meet 
in their sections, and come and force us to place llie disloyal dep- 
uties under arrest." Carefully guarded, this, and quite proper, 
on referring back to principles. The people always reserves the 
right to co-operate with its mandatories, which right it practices 
daily in the galleries. Through extreme precaution, which well 
depicts the man,' Robespierre refuses to go any further in his 
interference, " I am incapable of advising tlie people what steps 
to lake for its salvation. That is not given to one man alone. 
I, who am exhausted by four years of revolution, and by the 
heart-rending spectacle of the triumph of tyranny, am not thus 
favored. ... I, who am wasted by a slow fever, and, above 
all, by the fever of patriotism. As 1 have said, there remains 
for me no other duty to fulfill at the present moment." More- 
over, he enjoins the mimicipality "to unite with the people, and 
form a dose alliance with it." — In other words, the blow musi be 
struck by the Commune, the "Mountain" must appear to have 
nothing to do with it. But, "it is fully in the secret";' its chiefs 
pull the wires which set the brutal dancing-jacks in motion on 
the pubhc tresdes of the H6tel-de-ville. Danton and Lacrois 
wrote in the bureau of the Committee of " Public Safety," the 
inwlem summons which the procureur of the Commune is to 
read to the Convention on the 31st of May, and, during seven 
days of crisis, Danton, Robespierre and Marat are the counsel- 
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tors and moderalois of all proceedings, and lead, push 
rain the supemumeiaries of the insuirectioQ within Ibe 
limits of this programme. 

VII. 

It is a tragi-comic play in three acts, each winding up with a 
sensation, always the same and always foreseen ; Legendre, one 
of the principal machinists, has taken pains to announce before- 
hand that, "If this lasts any longer," said he, at the Cordclieis 
dub,' "if the ' Mountain' remains quiet any longer, I shall call ia 
the people, and tell the galleries to come down and take part 
with us in the deliberations." — ^To begin, on the i^^h of May, ia 
relation to the arrest of Hubert and his companions, the " Moun- 
tain," supported by the galleries, becomes furious.' In vain haa 
the majority declared itself, and still frequently repeats its decla- 
ration. "We shall resist," says Damon, "so long as there are a 
hundred true citizens to help us." " President," exclaims Marat 
to Isnard, "you are a tyrant! a despicable tyrant 1" "I 
mand," says Couchon, "that the President be impeached:" 
•'Off with the President to the Abbaye!" — ^The "Mountain" haa 
decided that he shall not preside ; it springs from the benches 
and rushes at him, shouts "death to htm," becomes hoarse with 
its vociferations, and compels him to leave the chair tlirougtt 
weariness and exhaustion. It drives out his successor, Fonft^tde, 
in the same manner, and ends by putting Herault-Sechdles, one 
of its o«'n accomplices, in the chair. — Meanwhile, at the entrance 
of the Convention, "the regulations have been violated' 
crowd of armed men "have spread through the passages and 
obstructed the approaches " ; the deputies, Meillan, Chiappc and 
Lydon, on attempting to leave, are arrested, Lydon being 
stopped " by the point of a sabre at his breast," ' while the lead- 
ers on the inside encourage, protect and justify their trusty aidi 
outdoors. — Marat, with his usual audacity, on learning that Ral^ 
fet, the commandant, was clearing the passages, comes to him 
*• with a pistol in his hand and puts him under arrest." * on the 
ground that the people, the sacred rights of petition and the 
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petitioners must be respected. There are "five or six hundred, 
almost all of ihem armed,"' stationed for three hours at the 
doors of the hall; at the last moment, two other troops, de- 
spaiched by the Gravilliers and Croix-Rouge sections, arrive and 
bring them their final afflux. Thus strengthened, ihey spring 
over the benches assigned to them, spread through the hail, and 
mingle with the deputies who still remain in their seats. It is 
after midnight; many of the representatives, worn out with 
fatigue and disgust, have lefl ; Potion, Lasource, and a few oth- 
ers, who wish to get in, "cannot penetrate the threatening crowd." 
To compensate themselves, and in the places of the absent, the 
petitioners, constituting themselves representatives of France, 
vote with the " Mountain," while the Jacobin president, far from 
turning them out, himself invites them "to set aside all obstacles 
prejudicial to the welfare of the people." In this gesticulating 
crowd, in the half-light of smoky lamps, amidst the uproar of 
ihe galleries, it is difficuh to hear well what motion b put to vole; 
it is not easy to see who rises or sits down, and two decrees pass, 
or seem to pass, one releasing Hubert and his accomplices, and 
the other revoking the commission of the Twelve.' Forthwith 
the messengers who await the issue run out and carry the good 
news to the H6tel-de-viile, the Commune celebrating its triumph 
with an explosion of applause. 

The next morning, however, notwithstanding the terrors of a 
call of the House and the fury of the "Mountain," the majority, 
as a defensive stroke, revokes the decree by which it is disarmed, 
while a new decree maintains the commission of the Twelve; 
the operation, accordingly, is to be done over again, but not 
the whole of it ; for Hebert and the others imprisoned remain at 
liberty, while the majority, which, through a sense of propriety 
or the instinct of self-preservation, had again placed its sentinels 
on the outposts, consents, either through weakness or hopes of 
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conciliation, to let the prisoners remain free. The resuh is ihejr 
have had the woret of the fight. Their ad venaries, accordingly, 
are encouraged, and at once renew the attack, their tactics, vwy 
simple, being those which have already proved so successfilt on 
the loth of August- 

The matter now in hand is to invoke against the derived and 
provisional rights of the government, the superior and inahen- 
able right of the people; also, to substitute for legal aulhoniy, 
which, in its nature, is limited, revolutionary power, which, in its 
essence, is absolute. To this end the section of the City, under 
the vice-presidency of MaiUard, the " Septemberiser," invites the 
other forty-seven sections each to elect two commissaries, wiih 
"unlimited powers." In thirty-three sections, purged, lerriaed, 
or deserted, the Jacobins, alone, or almost alone.' elect the most 
deterraioed of their band, particularly aliens and its greatest ras- 
cals, in all sixty-six commissaries, who, on the evening of the 
39th, meet at the Evfch^, and select nine of their number to 
form, under the presidency of Dobsen, a central and revolution- 
arj- executive committee. These nine persons are entirely 
unknown ; * all are obscure subordinates,' mere puppets and 
manikins; eight days after, on finishing their performance, when 
they arc no longer needed, they will be withdrawn behind 
the scenes. In the mean time they pass for the mandatories of 
the popular sovereign, with full power in all directions, because 
he has delegated his omnipotence to them, and the sole power, 
because their investiture is the most recent, and, under this sanc- 
tion, they stalk around somewhat in the same Myle as the stage 
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supernumeraries, dressed in purple and gold, represent the con- 
clave of cardinals or the Diet of the Holy Empire. Never has 
the political drama degenerated into such an impudent farce ! — ■ 
On the 3tst, at half-past six o'clock in the morning. Dobsen and 
his bullies present themselves at the council -general of the Com- 
mune, tender their credentials, and make known to it its deposi- 
tion. The Council, with edifying complacency, accepts the fiat 
and leaves the department. With no less grateful readiness 
Dobsen summons it back, and reinstates it in all its functions, in 
the name of the people, and declares that it merits the esteem 
of the country.' At the same time another demagogue, Varlet, 
jierforms the same ceremony with the Council of the department, 
and both bodies, consecrated by a new baptism, join the sixt>'- 
six commissaries to exercise together the same dictatorship. — 
What could be more legitimate ? The Convention would err in 
making any opposition: "It was elected merely to condemn the 
tyrant and to frame a constitution ; the sovereign has invested it 
with no other power,' hence all the other acts, its warrants of 
arrest, are simply usui^Bons and despotism. Paris, moreover, 
represents France bett^Than it does, for Paris is "the extract of 
all the departments, the mirror of opinion," ' the advance-guard 
of patriotism. "Remember the loth of August;* previous to 
that'epoch, opinions in the Republic were divided ; but, scarcely 
had you struck the decisive blow wlien all subsided into silence. 
Have no fear of the departments ; with a little terror and a few 
teachings, we shall turn all minds in our favor." Fault-tinders 
I>er?ist in demanding the convocation of primary assemblies. 
" Was not the roth of August necessary ? Did not the depart- 
ments then endorse what Paris did ? They will do so this time. 
It is Paris which saved them." * — Consequently the new govern- 
ment places Hcnriot, a reliable man, and one of the September 
massacrcrs, in full command of the armed force ; then, through 
a proceeding which the law declares a capital offence, it orders 
the alarm gun to be fired ; on the other hand, it beats a general 
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call to arms, soun Js the tocsin and closes the barriers ; the post- 
office managers aie put in arrest, and letters are intercepted and 
opened ; the order is given to disarm the sus]>ected and hand 
iheir arms over to patriots; "forty sous a day are allowed to 
citizens with small means while under arms." ' Notice is given 
without fail the preceding evening to the trusty men of the quar- 
ter; accordingly, early in the morning, the Committee of Super- 
vision has already selected from the Jacobin sections "the most 
needy companies in order to arm those the most worthy of com- 
batting for liberty," whiic all its guns are distributed " to the ^tW 
repuhluan workmen." ' — From hour to hour as the day advances, 
we see in the refractory sections all authority passing over to the 
side of force; at the Finist^re, fiutte-des-Moulins, Lombards, 
Fratemilf, and Marais' sections, the encouraged saits-^ulotut 
obtain the ascendency, nullify the deliberations of the moderates, 
and, in the afternoon, their delegates go and take the oath at the 
H6tel-de-vil!e. 

Meanwhile the Commune, dragging behind it the semblance 
of popular unanimity, besieges the Convention with multiplied 
and threatening petitions. As on the lyih of May, the petition, 
ers invade the hall, and " mis in fraternally with the members of 
the ' Left.' " Forthwith, on the motion of Levasseur. the " Moun- 
tain," "confident of its place being well guarded," leaves it and 
passes over lo the "Right,"* Invaded in its turn, the "Right" 
refuses to join in the deliberations; Vergniaud demands that 
"the .Assembly join the armed force on the square, and put itself 
under its protection"; he and his friends leave the hall, and the 
decapitated majority falls back upon its usual hesitating course. 
All is hubbub and uproar around it. In the hall the clamors of 
the ■' Mountain," the petitioners, and the galleries, seem like the 
I roar of a tempest Outside, twenty or thirty thousand 
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will probably dash in the streets; ' the battalion of Butie- 
des-Moulins, with detachments sent by neighboring sections, is 
intrenched in the Palais- Royal, and Henriot, spreading the report 
that the rich sections of the centre have displayed the while 
cockade, send against it the sans-ailottfi of the faubourgs Saint- 
Antoine and Saint-Marceau ; cannon are pointed on both sides. 
— These loaded cannon must not be discharged ; the signal of 
civil war must not be given; what must be done is "to forestall 
the consequences of a movement which coukl be only disastrous 
liberty,"' and it is important to ensure public tranquillity. 
majority, accordingly, think that it is acting courageously in 
iJefijsing to the Commune the arrest of the Twenty-two, and of 
i|he Ministers, Lebnin and Clavi^re; in exchange for this it con- 
its to suppress its commission of Twelve ; it confirms the act 
of the Commune which allows forty sous a day to the workmen 
it declares freedom of entry into its tribunes, and, 
thanking all the sections, those who defended as well as those 
ked it, it maintains the National Guard on permanent 
call, announces a general federation for the loth of August fol- 
'iDwing, and goes off to fraternise with the battalions in the Palais- 
lyai, in battle array against each other through the calumnies 
the Commune, and which, undeceived at the last moment, 

embrace instead of cutting each other's throats. 
This time, again, the advantage is on the side of the Com- 
mune:. Not only have many of its requirements been converted 
into decrees, but again, its revolutionary baptism remains in full 
force, its executive committee is tacitly recognised, the new gov- 
ernment jierfonns its functions, its usurpations are endorsed, its 
general, Henriot, keeps command of the entire armed force, and 
all Its dictatorial measures are carried out without let or hin- 
drance. — "You have won only half a victory," says Hubert in 

his Pire Duehtsne, "all those b of intriguers live yet!" Still 

another reason for maintaining and increasing these measures. — 

On the evening of the jisi of May the Commune issues war- 

its of arrest against the Ministers, Clavi^re and Lebnin, and 

nsi Roland and his wife. That same evening and through- 

the following day and night, and again the day after, the 
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assignats.' Vehicles loaded with supplies accompany each bat- 
talion, the betier to keep the men under arms ; * the stomach 
needs filling up, and a pint of wine is an excellent comforter to 
patriotic sentiment. Henriot has ordered back from Courbevoie 
the battalions of volunteers which a few days before had been 
enlisted for La Vendue,' the dissolute pillaging "adventurers," 
later known as "the heroes of the 500 francs." Besides these 
he has under his thumb Rosenthal's hussars, a body of German 
veterans who do not understand French, and will remain deaf to 
any legal summons. Finally, he surrounds the Convention with 
a circle of picked iam-aihttes, especially cannoneers, the best of 
Jacobins,' who drag along with them the most formidable park 
of artillery, 163 cannons, with grates and charcoal to heat the 
balls. The Tuileries is thus encircled by bands of roughs and 
fanatics ; the National Guard, five or six times as many,' brought 
out "to give the air of a popular movement to the proceedings 
of five or six thousand bandits," cannot come to the aid of the 
Convention, it being stationed out of reach, beyond the Pont- 
'oumant, which is raised, and behind the wooden fence separat- 
tbe Carrousel from the palace. Kept in its position by i(5 
orders, merely serving as a stationary piece of scenery, employed 
against itself unbeknown to itself," it can do no more than let the 
factionists act who serve as its advanced guard. — Early in the 
morning the vestibules, stairs and passages in the hall of the 
Convention have been invaded by the frequenters of the gaJ- 
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leries and ibe women under pay ; the commandant of the post, 
with his officers, have been confined by "men with moustaches," 
armed with sabres and pistols ; the legal guard has been replaced 
with an extraordinary' guard,' and the deputies are prisoners. If 
one of ihem is obliged to go out for a moment, it is under the 
supervision of four fusileere, " who conduct him, wail for him, and 
bring him back." * Others, in trying to look out the windows, 
are aimed at; the venerable Dussaulx is struck, and Boissy 
d'Anglas, seized by the throat, returns with his cravat and shirt 
all in shreds. For six hours by the clock (he Convention is un- 
der arrest, and when tlie decree is passed, ordering the removal 
of the armed force bearing upon it, Henriot replies to the officer 

who notifies him of it : " Tell your d president that he and his 

Assembly may go to h — . If he don't surrender the Twcnly-two 
in an hour, 11! send him there!"* 

In the ball the majority, abandoned by its recognised guides 
and its favorite spokesmen, grows more and more feeble from 
hour to hour Brissot, Potion, Guadet, Gensonn^, Buzol, Salic, 
Grangeneuve, and others, two-thirds of the Twenty-two, kept 
away by their friends, remain at home.' Vergniaud, who had 
come, remains silent, and then leaves ; the " Mountain," probably, 
gaining by his absence, allows him to pass out. Four other 
Girondists who remain in the .Assembly to the end, Isnard, Dus- 
saulx, Lauthenas, and Fauchet, consent to resign; when the 
generals give up their swords, the soldiers soon lay down their 
amis. Lanjuinais, alone, who is not a Girondist, but a Catholic 
and Breton, speaks like a man against this outrageous attack on 
the nation's representatives; they rush at him and assail him in 
the tribune; the butcher, Legendre, simulating "the cleaver's 
blow," cries out to him, "Come down or I'll knock you downl" 
A group of Montagnards spring forward to help Legeodre, uid 
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B of iheni claps a pistol to his throat; ^ he clings fast to the 
Ebune and strives in vain, for his party around him lose their 
spirits. — At this moment Barr&re, remarkable for expedients, pro- 
poses to the Convention to adjourn, and hold the session " amidst 
the atroed force that will afford it protection."* All other things 
failing, the majority avails itself of this last straw. It rises in a 
body, in spite of the vociferations in the galleries, descends the 
great staircase, and proceeds to the entrance of the Carrousel. 
There the Montagnards president, H^rault-S^chelles, reads the 
c of Henriot, which enjoins him to withdraw, and he otB- 
lUy and correctly summons him in the usual way. But a large 
mber of the Montagnards have followed the majority, and are 
there to encourage the insurrection ; Danton takes Henriot'a 
hand and tells him, in a low voice, " Go ahead, don't be afraid ; 
we want to show that the Assembly is free, be firm."' At this 
the tail bedizened gawky recovers his assurance, and in his husky 
voice, he addresses the president : " H^ult, the people have 
not come here to listen to big words. You are a good patriot. 
. . . Do you promise on your head that the Twenty-two 
shall be given up in twenty-four hours?" "No," "Then, in 
that case. I am not responsible. To arms, cannoneers, make 
your guns ready ! " The cannoneers lake their lighted matches, 
"the cavalry draw their sabres, and the infantry aim at the dep- 
uties." ' Forced back on this .side, the unhappy Convention 
turns to the left, passes through the archway, follows the broad 
avenue through the garden, and advances to the Pont-Tournant to 
find an outlet. There is no ouilet ; the bridge is raised, and every- 
where the barrier of pikes and bayonet remains impenetrable ; 
shouts of" Vive la Montagne ! Vive Marat! To the guillotine 
with Brissot, Vergniuud, Guadet and Gensonnc I Away with bad 
blood!" greet the deputies on all sides, ami the Convention, sim- 
ilar to a flock of sheep, in vain turns round and round in its pen. 
At this moment, to get them back into the fold, Marat, like a bark- 
ing dog, nms up as fast as his short legs will allow, followed by 
his troop of tatterdemalions, and exclaims: " Let all loyal depu- 
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ties return to their posts ! " With bowed heads, they mechan- 
ically return to the hall ; it is immediately closed, and they ai« 
once more in confinement. To assist them in their deliberations 
a crowd of the well-disposed entered pell-mell along with them. 
To watch them and hurry on the matter, the sam-tulolleu with 
fixed bayonets, gesticulate and threaten them from the galleries. 
Outside and inside necessity, with its iron hand, has seized ihem 
and holds them fast. There is a dead silence. Coulhon, a par- 
alytic, tries to stand up ; his friends carry him In their arms to 
the tribune; an intimate friend of Robespierre's, he is a grave 
and important personage ; he sits down, and in his mild tone of 
voice, he speaks : " Citizens, all members of the Converition must 
row be satisfied of ihdr freedom. . . . You are now aware 
that there is no restraint on your deliberarions," ' 

The comedy is at an end. Even in Moli^re there is none like 
it. The sentimental cripple in the tribune winds up by demand- 
ing that the Twenty-two, the Twelve, and the Ministers, Clavi^ 
and Lcbrun be placed in arrest. Nobody opposes the motion,' 
"because physical necessities begin to be felt, and an impression 
of terror pervades the Assembly." Several say to EhcmsclveSi 
"Well, after all, those who are proscribed will be as well off at 
home, where they will be safe, ... It is better to put up 
with a lesser evil than encounter a greater one." Another ex- 
claims: "It is belter not to vole than to betray one's trust" 
The salvo being found, all consciences are easy, Twtuhirds of 
the Assembly declare that they will no longer take part in the 
discussions, hold aloof, and remain in their seats at each calling 
of the vote. With the exception of about fifty members of the 
" Right," who rise on the side of the Girondists, the " Mountain," 
whose forces are increased by the insurgents and amateurs silling 
fraternally in its midst, alone votes for, and finally passes the de- 
cree. — Now that the Convention has mutilated itself, it is check- 
mated, and is about to become a governing machine in the 
service of a clique; the Jacobin conquest is completed, and ia 
the hands of the victors, the grand operations of the guillotine 
are going to commence. 
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VIII. 

PXet us observe them at this decisive moment. I doubt if any 
nich contrast ever presented itself in any countrj- or in any age. 
— ^Through a series of purifications in an inverse sense, the fac- 
tion has become reduced to its dregs ; nothing remains of the 
vast surging wove of 1789 but its froth and its slime; the rest 
has been cast off or has withdrawn to one side; at first the high- 
est class, the clergy, the nobles, and the parliamentarians ; next 
the middle class of traders, manufacturers, and the bourgeois; 
and finally the best of the inferior class, small proprietors, farmers,' 
and master- work men — in short, the prominent in every pursuit, 
profession, state, or occupation, whoever possesses capital, a rev- 
enue, an establishment, respectability, public esteem, education, 
and mental and moral culture. The party in June, 1793, is com- 
posed of little more than shiftless workmen, town and country 
vagabonds, inmates of hospitals, trulls and trollops of the gutter, 
a degraded and dangerous populace.* outcasts from society, those 
gone astray, libertines, the crazy of every description ; and m 
Paris, from which they command the rest of France, their troop, 
an insignificant minorily, is recruited from that refuse of human- 
ity infesting all capitals, amongst the epileptic and scrofulous 
rabble which, inheriting vitiated blood and rendering this still 
more so by its misconduct, imports into civilisation the degen- 
eracy, imbecility, and infatuations of shattered temperaments, 
retrograde instincts, and bad cerebral organisations.' What it 
did with the powers of the Slate is narrated by three or four con- 
Icmporary witnesses; this is revealed in its work and in its chiels; 
we stand face to face with the men of action and of enterprise 
who have managed the last attack and who represent it the best. — 
^ce the 3d of June " nearly one-half of the deputies in the Con- 
vention refrain from taking any part in its deliberations; more 

■ Budn rRdiu, XXVI. »i. Spml, b; Qiailn in tlw C«>ria.Uoa, M*y a, "TIh 
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«MI)|r al mni c w d tlu appnachs la (he CMTCDlioa. . . At ihe mlnnce or «U nt iba 
■lulu th* uioKubed tpeclabv dwughl Ihat a onr bivaatub uf liHrburvm Imnla had 
tolr ADCuml, a new imipdaB of vcncHHii. uaguipaEy harpn. Hockinl theft M frii* 
I ef ibc RenJudoB a> if il mat Ihe naniral piey at iSeir ipecis "' 
3«i*enK<i> Menii, II- a«i. LelTO of Oct ij, 1791. -The papulae*— ameihiitt, 
ik Geri. dul u iinkiii>wii in Anemat"— He afta inuai an ihii cvenUl chuacictMlie 
he Fnnch RmliiiKin.— On ihu evec-praent ctaia, we ihe iccunie aiu! looipkle ntli, 
upponcd by (ku, of l>i. L^iinhniiD, "L'tloaui tkUmiucnle.*' 
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than one hundred and fifty have fled or dwippeared;'" there ts 
its work — ihe mute, the absent, the condemned. On the even- 
ing of June 3 the friend of its heart, the director of its con- 
science, the foul abortion, Marat, the charlatan, monomaniac, 
and murderer, who regularly every morning pours his political 
poison into its bosom, has at last obtained the discretionary 
power craved by him for the last four years, that of Marius and 
Sylla, that of Octavius, Antony, and Lepidus ; the power of add- 
ing or removing names from lists of proscription: "while the 
reading was going on he indicated retrenchments or augmenta- 
tions, the reader effacing or adding names as he suggested them, 
without any consultation whatever with ihe Assembly."' — At the 
H6tel-de-ville on the 3d of June, in the Salle de la Reine, Ptttioa 
and Guadet, under arrest, see with their own eyes this Central 
Committee which has just started the insurrection, and which 
through its singular delegation sits enthroned over all other 
established authorities, " Some stretched out on ihe benches 
and others leaning on the tables with their elbows, were snoring;* 
others were barefoot or wearing their shoes slipshod hke slippers; 
almost all were dirty aad poorly clad ; their clothes were unbut* 
toned, their hair uncombed, and their faces frightful ; they v 
pistols in their belts, and sabres, with scarfs trimmed with shoul- 
der-straps. Bottles, bits of bread, fragments of meat and bones 
lay strewn around on the floor, and the odor was intolerable.** 
It looks like a robber's den. The chief of the band here is not 
Chaumette, who entertains legal scruples,' nor Pache, who under 
a mask of Swiss phlegm is cunningly trimming his sails, but an- 
other Marat, more brutal and yet more depraved — Hubert, who 
profits by the opportunity to " put more coal into the Itimace of 
his I^re Diulusne" striking olf 600,000 copies of it, pocketing: 
135,000 francs for the numbers sent to the armies, and gaining 
seventy-five per centum on the contract.' — In the street the active 

■ M4mrncr.Tnnf UK, VLL LctKroTlhe de;>u(y Ijaplai^ne, J.ily n 

■Mdllu. ii,— Buchcict Rcun, XXVIl. ];6. OtSdnl Kjunor the CDtamunc, khIm d 
June I. Id the jfiCTcHnn Matsi comd » Ihe commune. hamnAUCi the faoundJ, Brid ^ 
tbfl iiuUTTcciiun the bt( impeiuB. It B ptMa ihu be una chief acEov oa both thaw d 

, VII J9I, Leucr of Miicluiid. raonber tt 

lo evciTitiiDg he couU lu hinder ibii glonaHi n 
i. hiir ■■— BMho et Roiu. XXVUI. 4a. JIm 



•Schmidl. I. -a 
Caiinl ConiuiiK 
lntioD, . eicliin 
hs 10 Skladln. Chauinetle on 



L joo.— Ct ■■ Le iriem 



THE JACOBIN CONQUEST. 



353 



body of supporters consists of two bands, one military and the 
other civil, the former composed of roughs who are soon to fur- 
nish the revolutionary army. "This army' exists (in reality) 
since 1789. The agents of the Duke of Orleans formed its first 
nucleus. It grew, became organised, had officers appointed to 
it, mustering points, orders of the day, and a peculiar slang. . , 
All the revolutions were effected by its aid; it excited popular 
violence everywhere, even when not present in a body. On the 
lithof July, 1789, it had Necker's bust carried in public and the 
theatres closed; on the 5lh of October it started the populace off 
to Versailles; on the loih of April, 1791, it caused the king's arrest 
in the court of the Tuileries. . . , Led by VVestermann and 
Foumier, it formed the centre battalion in the attack of August 
10, 1792; it executed the September massacres ; it protected the 
Maratists on the 31st of May, 1793, ... its composition 
is in keeping with its exploits and its functions. It contains the 
most determined scoundrels, the brigands of Avignon, the scum 
of Marseilles, Brabant, LiJige, Switzerland and the shores of 
Genoa," Through a careful sifting,* it is to be inspected, 
strengthened, made worse, and converted into a legal body of 
janissaries under triple pay; once "augmented with idle hair- 
dressers, lackeys out of place, outdoor motion-makers and other 
wretches unable to cam their bread honorably," it will supply the 
detachments needed for garrison at Bordeaux, Lyons, Dijon and 
Nantes, still lea!ving "ten thousand of these mamelukes to keep 
down the capital." 

The civil body of supporters comprises, first, those who haunt 
the sections, and are about to receive 40 sous for attending each 
meeting; nest, the troop of figure-heads who, in other public 
places, are to represent the i>eo pie, about 1,000 clamorere and 
tiaqueurs, "two-thirds of which are women." "While 1 was 
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free," says Beaulieu,' " I closely observed their movcnients. It 
was a magic-laniem constantly in operation. They travelled lo 
and fro from the Convention to the Revolutionary Tribunal, and 
from this to the Jacobin Club, or to the Commune, which held 
its meetings in the evening. . . , They scarcely took time 
for their natural requirements ; they were often seen dining and 
supping at their posts when any general measure or any impor- 
tant murder was on the carpet." Henriot is the commander-in- 
chief of both hordes, formerly a swindler, then a police-spy, then 
imprisoned at BicCtre for robbery, and then one of the Septem- 
ber murderers. His military bearing and popularity ate due to 
parading the streets in the uniform of a general, and appearing 
in humbug performances; he is the type of a swaggerer, always 
drunk or soaked with brandy. With the head of a numbskull, x 
cracked voice, blinking eyes, and a face distorted by ner%-ous 
twitchings, he possesses all the externals characteristic of his em- 
ployment. "In talking, he vociferates like men with the scut>- 
vey; his voice is sepulchral, and when he stops talking his 
features come to rest only after repeated agitations ; he blinks 
three times, after which his face recovers its equllibnum." *— Ma- 
rat, Hebert, and Henriot, the maniac, the thief and the bruie. 
Were it not for the dagger of Charlotte Corday, it is prob> 
able that this trio, master of the press and of the armed 
force, aided by Jacques Roux, Leclerc, Vincent, Ronsin, and. 
other madmen of the slums, would have put aside Danton, sup- 
pressed Robespierre, and governed France, Such arc the coun- 
sellors, the favorites, and the leaders of the ruling class;' did 
one not know what was to occur during the next fourteen moDlh^ 
one might form an idea of its government from the quality of 
these men. 

And yet, such as this government is, France accepts or sub» 
mils to it. In fact, Lyons, Marseilles, Toulon, Nisraes. Bordeaux, 
Caen, and other cities, feeling the knife at their throats,' lum 
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aside the stroke wilh a movement of horror. They rise against 
these local Jacobins ; but it is nothing more than an instinctive 
movement. They do not think of forming States within the 
State, as ihe " Mountain " pretends to do, nor of usurping the 
central authority, as the " Mountain " actually does. Lyons 
cries, "Long live the Republic, one and indivisible," receives 
*ith honor the commissioners of the Convention, permits con- 
voys of arms and horses destined for the anny of the Alps to 
pass. But to make it rise in arms it will need the insensate de- 
mands of the Parisian despotism, as, for the rising in La Vendue, 
it required the brutal persistence of a religious persecution. But 
for the prolonged oppression which weighed upon the conscience, 
for the pressing danger which hung over life, no city or 
irovince would have freed itself. Even under this rule of inquis- 
■iiora and butchers, no local government except Lyons and La 
Vendue makes any sustained effort to break the union, to with* 
draw itself and exist apart. The national sheaf is bound loo 
Strongly by secular centralisation for that One's counirj- exists; 
and when that country is in danger, when the armed stranger 
■ttaclts the frontier, one follows the flag-bearer, whoever he may 
be, whether usuqier, adventurer, blackguard, or cut-throat, pro- 
vided only that he marches in the van and holds the banner in a 
firm hand.' To tear that flag from him, to contest his pretended 
right, to expel him and replace him by another, — to do this 
would be to lose the cause of the nation. Brave men sacrifice 
leir own repugnances for the sake of the common good ; in 
Order to serve France they serve her unworthy government. In 
the committee of war, the engineering and staif oflicere give their 
days to studying the military map, and thmk of nothing else 
than of knowing it thoroughly; one of them, d'Arcon, "man- 
aged the raising of the siege of Dunkirk, and of the blockade 
of Maubeuge ; ' he is a man unsur|»assed in penetration, in prac- 
tical knowledge, in rapidity of eye and of imagination ; it is a 
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spirit of flame, a brain compact of resources, I speak of him," 
says Mallet-Dupan, " from an iniimale acquaintance of ten years. 
He is no more a rh'oiulionnaire than I am." Camot does even 
more than this: he gives up his honor when, with his colleagues 
on the Committee of Public Safety, with Billaud-Varennes, Cou- 
thon, Saint-Just, Robespierre, he puts his name to decrees which 
are assassinations. A like devotion brings recruits into the armies 
by hundreds of thousands, bourgeois^ and peasants, from the vol- 
unteers of 1791 to the levies of 1793 ; and the latter class fight 
not only for France, but also, and more than all, for the Revolu- 
tion. For, now that the sword is drawn, the mutual and grow- 
ing exasperation leaves only the extreme parties in the field. 
Since the loth of August, and more especially since the aist of 
January, it has no longer been a question how to deal with the 
ancUn r/ginur, of cutting away its dead portions or its trouble- 
some thorns, of accommodating it to modem wants, of estab- 
lishing civil equality, a limited monarchy, a parliamentary govern- 
ment. The question is how to escape conquest by armed force, 
to avert the military exploits of Brunswick,* the vengeance of the 
proscribed hnigrh, the restoration and the aggravation of the old 
feudal and fiscal order of things. lioth through their tradttions 
and their experience, the mass of the country people hate this 
ancient order, and with all the accumulated hatred that is be* 
gotten by an unceasing and secular spoliation. At whatever 
price, the rural masses will never again suffer the tax-collector 
among them, nor the excise man in the cellar, nor the fiscal 
agent on the frontier. For them the ancitn regime is nothing 
more than these things; and, in fact, they have paid no taxeSy 
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or scarcely any, since the beginning of the Revolution. On this 
mailer the people's idea is fixed, positive, unalterable ; and as 
soon as ihey perceive in the distant future the possible re-eslab- 
'ishment of tithes, villein -taxes, and seignorial rights, ihey choose 
their side; they will fight lo the death. — As to the artisans and 
lesser bourgeois, their excitement is the magnificent prospect of 
carriers, to which the doors are thrown open, of unbounded ad- 
vancement, of promotion offered to merit ; more than all, their 
illosions are still intact. 

In the camp without, before the enemy, those noble generalisa- 
tions which among the Parisian demagogues had become san- 
guinary harlots, remain virgin in the imagination of the officer 
and the soldier. Liberty, equality, the rights of man, the reign 
of reason — all these vague and sublime images moved before 
th«r eyes when they climbed the cscaqsment of Jemmapes under 
a storm of grapeshot, or when they wintered, with naked feet, 
among the snows of the Vosges, These ideas, in descending from 
heaven to earth, were not smirched and trodden under their feet ; 
;y did not see them transformed in their hands to frightful 
itures. These men are not pillars of clubs, nor brawlers in 
le sections, nor the inquisitors of a committee, nor hired denun- 
oators, nor providers for ihe scaffold. Apart from the dcmonism 
of revolution, brought back to common sense by the presence of 
danger, perceiving the inequality of talents, the necessity of obe- 
dience, ihey do the work of men ; they suffer, they fast, they face 
bullets, ihey are conscious of their disinterestedness and iheir 
sacrifices ; they are heroes, and they look upon themselves as lib- 
erators.' Over this idea their pride exalts itself. According to 
a great observer* who knew their survivors, "many of them 
believed thai the French alone were reasonable beings. To our 
eyes tlie inhabitants of the rest of Europe, who were fighting to 
iMep their chains, were only pitiable imbeciles or knaves sold to 
the despots who wereattacking us. Pitt and Cobourg seemed 
the chief of these knaves and the personification of all the 
ichery and stupidity in the world. In 1794 our inmost, sen* 
sentiment was wholly contained in this idea ; to bt useful to 
country; all other things, our clothes, our food, advancement. 
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■v's* ^ccr ^j^ rirTTK* Jil *'*^-'''^ As society did not exist, there was 
311 sncTL "TTTTjc u 3s js soGiI socccss. tiULt leading element in the 
•rrjracsr re nxr ^joic 0=r oclr gstberings were national fes- 
cfri'T 'iT;r «j g L— "iTTfs w^ch nourished in ns the love of our 
Ix 3i» scTKS n=r eres filed with teais when we saw 
rr la a^jLXLJ jt tl bjsrr rt rie y>:zig dn rnime r, Barra, . . This 
^ HTW linric WIS ±e ccly ii£ip?c we bad." * But it was a rdigion. 
^TusL :3it icisi ctx mDcc s so hi^ it wiD deliver itself^ in spite 
-T IS nftfr%. wtJo-T-r ridr excesses mav be, whate\-er their 
:rni«ss : irr 2e ^iirani xrrces ibr diefr follies by its courage ; it 
Tjfes rrtrr ^^rtes bcEecr is crea: achievements. 
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